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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord, our strength, our courage and our freedom.  Amen 

 

INTRODUCTION:  The reading from 2 Timothy this morning contains a famous 

line which we all have heard, probably many times.  “All scripture is inspired by 

God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 

equipped for every good work.”  The “scripture” referred to here is what we call 

the Older Testament, including the reading from Jeremiah that we have heard 

this morning.  So, what is it in the reading from Jeremiah that is “useful” to us 

today, that will “equip us for every good work”?   

 

This reading from Jeremiah is one of the most famous in the entire Bible 

because it announces a “new covenant”, not an external covenant like the one 

given to Moses on tablets of stone, but a covenant within us, “written on our 

hearts.”  Most Christian interpreters believe this interior covenant is a preview of 

the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the Spirit each of you received in your 

baptism, the Spirit who has overshadowed our search for a new Rector. 

 

Now I have read, and heard read, this passage from Jeremiah many, many 

times without experiencing any remarkable illumination.  But this week, because 

of where we are in our life together at St. Augustine’s, this passage suddenly 

came alive for me in a new way.  My experience illustrates a profound truth 

about scripture:  the words of God written down by others long ago become the 

Word of God for us when we genuinely hear them in a new context.  This has 

been my experience with the reading from Jeremiah and I want to share with 

you what I have “heard” in our present context at St. Augustine’s. 



 

Truth to tell, at this moment, there are actually two overlapping contexts at St. 

Augustine's that have allowed Jeremiah’s words to become the Word of God for 

me and, I believe, the Word of God for all of us.  First, we are at the threshold 

of receiving an amazing new gift of grace in the advent of our new Rector with 

whom we we will enter our future together.  I believe, and I know other members 

of the Search Committee and our Peoples’ Warden also believe, our future will 

be a time of new fruitfulness, a time when grace abounds, a time when we 

discover new ways to be God’s people in this place.  I don’t know about you, but 

I am feeling a strong, positive stirring in this moment!  We have done our 

homework and we have listened to the Spirit.  We are primed and ready to move 

into our future!  And the leader whom God has chosen for us has also listened to 

the Spirit, is ready to help direct our movements into the future, and will soon 

arrive in our midst! 

 

Second, in the light of the first context, the second takes on even greater 

importance:  we are in the midst of our annual Stewardship campaign.  I was 

struck by the opening lines on the pledge card that we all received this past 

week.  “I/we believe in the future of Saint Augustine’s in-the-Woods as our 

Parish welcomes a new Rector.  I/we pledge for 2023 a total annual contribution 

of $_____.”  Now, this suggests to me that our pledge is determined by our faith 

in our future together with our new Rector—not by how much money we have, 

not by some percentage of our income, but by our faith in our future together 

with our new Rector.  We are being asked to demonstrate with our pledges our 

faith in our future.  Keep that thought in mind as we turn to the story in Jeremiah.   

 

THE STORY FROM JEREMIAH:  There are several very interesting things in 

this passage from Jeremiah that I wish we could take up; but I want to focus on 



the announcement of a new or renewed covenant (the Hebrew can actually 

mean either) between God and God’s people.  With this announcement, 

Jeremiah gave a ringing affirmation of his hope for the future—a hope grounded 

in the unfailing faithfulness of God to return a devastated people from exile in 

Babylon back to their homeland in Israel.  We do not have time to review all the 

details of Hebrew history up to this point in time, but let me mention a few 

highlights.   

 

After King Solomon's death in 930 B.C., the kingdom of the Hebrews split into a 

northern kingdom, called Israel, and a southern kingdom called Judah, whose 

capital was Jerusalem.  The prophet Jeremiah lived and prophesied in Judah in 

the troubled decades leading up to the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.  The 

Babylonians invaded Judah, laid siege to Jerusalem for some 2 ½ years, and 

then turned the temple into a pile of rubble.  They exiled or killed the royal family, 

the priests, the prophets, and the majority of the population and carried off the 

survivors into exile in Babylon. The chaos created by these events is simply 

unimaginable for those of us who have not lived through war and its aftermath.  

We may get some sense of the chaos from the pictures that are coming out of 

Ukraine these days.   

 

Now the fall of Jerusalem and the Exile that followed was a political 

catastrophe for Judah, to be sure; but it was also a profound spiritual 

emergency.  This was true because the national religion, as popularly conceived, 

had always said that such a thing as the destruction of Jerusalem could never 

happen:  God would not allow it!  The official religion was based on God’s 

eternal covenant with David spelled out in 2 Samuel 7:14-16.  God says through 

the prophet Nathan:  “I will be a father to David, and he shall be a son to me.  

When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with 



blows inflicted by human beings. But I will not take my steadfast love from him, 

as I took it from Saul….  Your house and your kingdom shall be made safe 

forever before me, your throne shall be established forever.”  Absolutely no 

conditions:  safe forever, established forever! 

By the time of Jeremiah, this belief in the eternal security of the Hebrew people 

had hardened into dogma.  The notion that Jerusalem could be destroyed, that 

David’s throne could be overthrown, was simply not entertained.  So, when the 

Hebrews are carried off into exile in Babylon, it is a major spiritual crisis.  What 

about the unconditional promise of God to David?  Has God abandoned us?  It 

is into this chaos, this sense of loss, this sense of betrayal by God, this absence 

of hope for the future, that Jeremiah speaks a new word of hope from God.   

 

Whatever may be true of others, Jeremiah has not lost hope; he has not given 

up on God; he believes God’s covenant—God’s promise—is still in effect.  

Jeremiah announces that a new day is about to dawn for the Hebrew people 

because God is ever steadfast in God’s love, ever faithful to God’s people.  

God’s covenant made with all creation and signified in the rainbow seen by 

Noah; God’s covenant renewed and given new meaning through Moses at Sinai; 

God’s unconditional and eternal covenant made with David—the covenant, 

given and renewed, between God and the people of God is still in force; but now 

it will take a new form by being internalized in the hearts of God’s people.   “No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord.”  (v. 

34)  No hierarchy there! 

 

Now, the covenant between God and God’s people was always more than a 

transaction and more than a contract.  The covenant was life itself. The 

covenant was hope and promise and grace all rolled into one. God’s covenant 



opened up a future for all creation that would not be possible were it not for the 

existence of God’s covenant.  And if we, as Christians, believe that all of God’s 

covenant promises found their “Yes” in Christ Jesus, then we can be confident 

that God’s hope, God’s promise, God’s new grace is available to us today, right 

now, in this place, in this transition in our life together.   

 

You see where I am going with this message.  Jeremiah’s ringing affirmation of 

God’s faithfulness should resonate with us today.  We, ourselves, have been 

through some troubling times in our past.  We have come through an 

unexpectedly difficult and unsettling time dealing with Covid.  And, in the last 

year, we have witnessed the elevation of several of our cherished friends into 

glory, even as we have also experienced their loss.   

 

But, my dear friends, you are still here!  You believe in our community of faith 

which we have inherited from all those faithful members of St. Augustine’s who 

have gone before us.  Your continuing presence tells me that you believe that 

God is still at work in this place for our good and for the good of our larger island 

community.  And your faithful attendance signals your faith in our future together, 

especially our future together with our new Rector.   I am absolutely filled with 

holy anticipation and excitement to see what God will do among us in the 

months and years ahead! 

 

Now, there is one more crucial part of Jeremiah's story that does not appear in 

our OT lesson but which we need to hear.  Jeremiah did more than just talk 

about hope; he made an amazing physical demonstration of his hope and trust 

in God.  The story is found in the next chapter 32:1-15.  During the last days of 

the siege of Jerusalem, before it fell, and before the Hebrews were taken into 

exile in Babylon, Jeremiah was in jail because of his prophecies against Judah 



and Jerusalem.  While he was in prison—get this!--Jeremiah purchased, from 

his cousin, a plot of land in his hometown just three miles from Jerusalem.  

Jeremiah bought this piece of land, not as an investment, but to signify to God's 

people that Israel still had a future and that future would exist on their own land, 

the land of Israel.  “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, houses 

and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.”  (32:15)  Can you 

imagine doing such a thing?!   He must have been roundly ridiculed for throwing 

away his money.   

 

SO WHAT?  Here is my answer.  Teresa and I want to follow Jeremiah's 

example and demonstrate in a concrete way our faith in the future of St. 

Augustine’s.  We are going to “do a Jeremiah”, if you will, to underscore our faith 

in our future together, especially our future with our new Rector.  Beyond all the 

good things we may say about our new Rector and beyond our hopes for the 

kind of leadership our new Rector will bring to help us grow as Christians and 

expand our witness to Christ in this place—beyond our words, we are taking 

concrete action to demonstrate our faith in the our future.  So, Teresa and I 

intend to increase our pledge for 2023 by $1,000.00 above what it was for 2022.  

We are going to “do a Jeremiah” with our pledge!   

I leave you with this challenge:  how about “doing your own Jeremiah” with your 

pledge this year?!  As one of your leaders, my hope is that you will think about 

your pledge as a demonstration of your faith in our future together—as a 

demonstration of your trust that God has greater things in store for us and our 

community here on Whidbey Island than we have ever thought before.  It was 

our new Rector who exclaimed to the Search Committee, “There are so many 

possibilities!”  May God grant us the grace to embrace boldly the future God 

intends for us!   AMEN  


