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The Celebration of All Saints-Year B-The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony-11.7.21 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9, Psalm 24, Revelation 21:1-6a, John 11:32-44 
Today we are celebrating the feast of All Saints.  This is one of seven principal feasts of the 
church.  There are in addition, two major fast periods in the church calendar, Advent and Lent. 
The cycle of the liturgical calendar is largely a rhythm of feast and fast, with the remaining time 
being designated Ordinary Time.    
Feasts are times of joy, celebration and thanksgiving, fasts are times of reflection and 
remembering, times of considering the changes in our lives that will foster new spiritual growth 
or a closer relationship with God.  Ordinary time, the third element in the cycle, is not ordinary 
at all.  This is the time when we practice the change and spiritual growth that the fast has 
brought about.  It is also the time when we look forward in anticipation to the next feast of 
celebration. 
Very little in our lives either secular or sacred are completely feast or fast.  Rather, living is 
much more both and, not either or.  When, in a feast time we are filled with joy and 
thanksgiving, there is also a sense of reflection and remembrance.  When we are most 
reflective in those times of fast, we might also quietly smile at past remembered joys.  Both 
and. 
All Saints, though a feast has elements of this remembering and reflecting time.  It is the time 
when we remember saints, both capital S saints, like Peter, Paul, Mary and Martha and all the 
others through the centuries, named and unnamed, both women and men.  It is also, 
importantly, a time when we remember saints, small s.  Those people known, unknown or 
known only to us who have been examples of the Christian life.  People who whether they 
knew it or not were important to us and to our spiritual life. 
And so in a somewhat roundabout way, we come to the idea of the communion of saints.  
Centuries ago, the anonymous writer of the Letter to the Hebrews spoke of witnesses.  
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us,” (Hebrews 12:1).  Th cloud of witnesses, that communion of saints surrounds us still.  
And that race of perseverance, that is a description of our living the Christian life, now and into 
the future. 
I invite you to look for a moment at the page in your bulletin containing that long list of names.  
They are only a small fraction of the saints who have gone before and who have influenced our 
lives and our future.  Some were part of this community others were influential in our lives at 
other times and in other places.  What is crucial to us is that they are with us still in a real and 
concrete way, continuing to witness to us of the truth of the faith. 
The story of the raising of Lazarus is told each year when we celebrate All Saints.  It is the entry 
point into the notion of the communion of Saints.  Lazarus really and truly died.  His family 
knew this, Martha gave voice to this when she was hesitant to have the stone of the tomb 
rolled away.  Her brother was really dead and the evidence was unmistakable.  When we die, 
we truly die, but that is not the end of the story.   
The Wisdom of Solomon continues the story in poetic terms.  “But the souls of the righteous 
are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.”  The term righteous is so often 
misunderstood in this context.  The Hebrew word translated into our English word means 
“…one who’s aim is true”.  Think for a moment of those people who in your life have been 
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saints (small s) and who are now part of the larger communion of saints.  When I think of such 
people in my life, I remember that they were not always perfect, they were not always wise, 
they were not always courageous, but their aim was true.  And it was this true aim, this 
righteousness, that is the legacy that they have left to each one of us. 
The story of the communion of saints continues from the raising of Lazarus to the Resurrection 
of Jesus at that first Easter.  It is the promise and hope of the resurrection that is ours and that 
has been experienced already by that great cloud of witnesses who have gone before.  It is that 
communion of saints that we remember and reflect upon today.  As you leave the church 
today, take a moment to glance up the hill and to your right, to our columbarium.  It is a visible 
symbol and reminder that the communion of saints exists and is here with this community as 
we face the future. 
I have heard people say that St. Augustine’s is a wealthy church.  We are wealthy in many ways, 
in faith, in surroundings, in the people who are part of this living portion of the communion of 
saints.  Each of you is a saint here in this place now.  We are a church of means because those 
who have gone before us have left a monetary legacy for us.  It is generally known as the 
endowment.  An endowment comes with legal restrictions, complex management issues, and 
responsibilities.  I do not propose to explain this now I am not expert enough to do so but it is 
not a secret.  If you would like to know more, speak to me and we can arrange for a time to 
explore this aspect with those who are knowledgeable. 
What I do want to say about endowments in general is that they are a gift.  And that gift comes 
with restrictions and responsibilities.  We cannot simply use this money in any way we choose.  
And so I would say to you that we are a church with wealth, wealth that was bequeathed to us 
by those who have gone before us.  We are not, by and large a congregation currently made up 
of wealthy people at least in the sense of assets.  To be a congregation entrusted with wealth 
and to be a wealthy congregation are not the same.   
Earlier I said that witnesses have a role to play in showing us the way forward.  Those witnesses 
who have gone before, together with those of us here are part of the righteous who are in the 
hands of God.   We are part of the communion of saints who like those who have gone before 
us seek to have an aim that is true.  We will not always get this right, we may rarely all agree as 
to what is the best way forward.  We can only acknowledge the gift of those who have left us a 
legacy of their witness and their labor.  We can only, in spite of our humanness, try to find the 
way forward together.   Within the communion of saints living, it must not be about win or lose, 
about taking sides, staying or leaving.  It must be about honesty, about being willing to state 
our views, and then being willing to come together to find the aim that is true that 
righteousness of God.  It is hard work, work that can only be accomplished in faith, in honesty, 
without anger and accusation. Only then can we come individually and as a community to that 
place described in the Wisdom of Solomon.  “Those who trust in {God} will understand truth, 
and the faithful will abide in him in love, because grace and mercy are upon {God’s} holy ones, 
and {God} watches over {God’s} elect.” 
This prayer that I am about to share with you,  was composed by Brad Portin a member of the 
Profile Committee.  It was given me by Dick Hall.  The prayer was developed for the profile 
committee as they concluded their parish interviews.   It is a prayer we can hold in all of our 
hearts as we enter into the time of many decisions about the future of St. Augustine’s-in-the-
Woods. 
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Holy God, you are the author of our days and sense maker of our experiences. 
We thank you for the memories, practices, and experiences that form the fabric of our life 
together at St. Augustine's. 
Through our deliberate conversations with our parish family, we acknowledge that for those 
hours we have been caretakers of the sacred journey and insights of our congregants. 
Help us to listen in a way that honors others' experience and perspectives. 
May it help us to understand and treasure the holy diversity of our parish. 
May this process provide renewed love and appreciation for all and help lead the way to our 
new Rector. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


