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Here it is a Sunday and we are celebrating the Feast of St Francis, the only saint included on the church’s 
Sunday Liturgical Calendar. How might you ask did he get this most singular honor? Simply because he is 
the most popular and Christlike saint, so say the people, both churched and the unchurched. There are 
lots of saints and for the most part their theology concentrates on the relationship between God and 
humans. Francis’s theology embraced all of creation and that was and is truly radical. 
Creation is often viewed as fallen and sinful. Animals in particular are regarded as mere beasts that are 
purely instinctual, interested only in preserving their lives and reproducing their kind. According to 
behaviorist psychologists and many church leaders, animals have no souls and are incapable of altruism 
unlike humans and consequently couldn’t possibly join us in the afterlife. So who is right? The left 
brained scientists and clerics or Francis? Let’s take a look at Scripture and you be the judge. 
In both creation stories of Genesis, God gifted all animals and plants as helpers or partners for mankind. 
A little later in Genesis, after the flood, God makes a covenant with All living creatures and NOT just 
Abraham himself.  
So if God loves animals so much why ritually sacrifice them? It was a long-standing Jewish belief that the 
animals used in ritual sacrifice would share in our afterlife. 
The book of Numbers tells about the prophet Balaam and his donkey. While Balaam was hurrying off, to 
place a curse on the  
Israelites, his donkey stopped in the road because he saw the Angel of the Lord blocking his path, quite 
unlike his master, who was more concerned with the payment he would get from the Moabites for 
cursing the Israelites.   
Both Jesus and Francis were raised on these Jewish Scriptures, so when you hear about Jesus wanting to 
gather the people of Jerusalem like a mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings or Francis 
preaching to the birds, they are very much in tune with these Scriptures. Jesus, likewise at the end of 
Mark’s Gospel urges his disciples to preach the good news to ALL of creation.  
Do these passages mean that animals too are made in the image of God? No, but it does mean that 
animals are incarnations of the divine word just as we are and should be treated accordingly since we all 
come from the same source, the mouth of God. We forget about these passages or that “the divine 
heart shudders” even at the death of a single sparrow. 
  The trouble is that the word “dominion “used in the Genesis stories is very authoritarian. 
 Scholars have tried to soften with the word by substituting stewardship”. Even stewardship is not good 
enough because as Barbara Brown Taylor points out “ it is still authoritarian and we will not protect 
what we do not love.” 
So what exactly does preaching to all creation mean? It means showing God’s love and compassion, the 
universal language through our actions as well as our speech.  As Jesus said “be doers of the word and 
not just hearers of the word”. Will the animals understand? Yes, and they will respond with 
unconditional love. Show me one of you who have lived with an animal companion and is not a better 
person for it. As God said, they are our partners.   We need them.  Jesus and Francis lived with love for 
all creation.  Now it is our turn!  


