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Merry Christmas!   
The Advent season of preparation and waiting is over and Christmas, the Feast of the 
Incarnation is here once again. 
 For most of us, when we think of the beginning of things, we think of birth, and so it is 
that we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Incarnation, the coming of God to dwell among us.  The 
Gospel of John speaks of the Word becoming flesh and living among us.  John goes on to 
proclaim that we have seen God’s glory, “…the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and 
truth.”  We have heard and read these words so often that it is easy to become a bit deaf to 
their grandeur and awesomeness.  God came to dwell among human beings.  The word we 
translate as “dwell” actually is most accurately translated as pitching one’s tent in the midst of 
the people.   
 God did not come among us in great churches, in magnificent temples or in great 
cathedrals.  Those all came much later.  God came to us as one who would tent among us.  
Palestine and Bethlehem were the territories of a nomadic people.  They were shepherds, 
Bedouin, and traveling merchants.  Some lived in the city of Jerusalem but many more lived in 
small villages, in rural hamlets and in desert encampments.  It was not by and large a settled 
existence.   
 When God chose to become incarnate and to come among human beings in a physical 
way, God chose to come not to Temple in Jerusalem but to a stable in a small, sleepy town.  
God came to tent among us in a way that signaled movement, change, and permanent 
impermanence.   
 Human beings in reverence and worship built large cathedrals, churches and shrines, 
often with great art and wealth displayed to honor God.  But that was not where the glory of 
God was seen.  The glory of God was to be found and is still to be found in the Son, in Jesus who 
is the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Christ.  The glory of God is to be seen in the one who 
tents among us today calling us to grace and truth.   
 What does this call to grace and truth mean to us, this Christmas Day 2021?  There is a 
place for great beauty in our music, in our singing, in our vessels of silver and gold.  There is a 
place for great architecture that symbolizes the mystery and grandeur of God. 
 But the true glory of God is not in things created by human hands.  The true glory of God 
is found in the way we live with one another and with the Holy One who still pitches a tent 
among us.  The true glory of God comes when we acknowledge that we belong to and live in 
the kingdom of God here and now.  A kingdom that is invisible to most, a kingdom that lives in 
the hearts, minds and souls of those who know the reality that God is with us still.  The glory of 
God is seen in the human beings who are around us.  The glory of God dwells in each one of us 
and shines forth when we show love and grace.  For that is the truth of God. 
  
 


