
The Fifth Sunday of the Epiphany-Year C-The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony-2.6.22 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11, Luke 5: 1-11 
Today Luke tells us the story of the call of Peter, Andrew, James and John as the first disciples of 
what will eventually become the band of twelve.  These four come from Galilee that place Jesus 
knew best, his home.  
Jesus had already gained some notoriety in the surrounding countryside, some, like the people 
in the synagogue in Nazareth thought he was a charlatan, others, witness to his healing skill 
thought he was the latest miracle worker, still others, listening to his teaching thought he was a 
wise prophet.  Everyone wanted to hear him, no matter who they thought he was.   
 It is human to be curious, to want to know what is happening around us.  And so, as 
Jesus went out for a walk, along the lake, he was surrounded by a crowd, pressing in closely to 
hear what he might have to say.  In Palestine in Jesus day, information was disseminated by 
word of mouth.  Few could read, and books were expensive.  The written word of God, the 
Torah was on scrolls that were kept in the synagogue and read each Sabbath but word of 
mouth was the most usual form of communication. 
 I can imagine Jesus feeling that he was about to be pushed into the water by the 
enthusiastic crowd.  He did the practical thing.  He got into a boat and casting out into the lake, 
he put some distance between himself and the crowd. After he finished teaching, Jesus turned 
to Peter and simply said, put out into the deep water and put down your nets for a catch.   
 Imagine the thoughts going through Peter’s head in that moment.  They had been out in 
the lake all night, working hard, with no results.  He must have been internally shaking his head.  
What could a young rabbi know about fishing?  Peter in that moment doubted and yet he 
obeyed.  He and Andrew, James and John had worked all night, they had persevered doing 
what they had always done but with little or no results.  They didn’t know what else to do.  And 
so they took the next step, they followed Jesus’ instructions.   
 This story is what is called an embodied parable.  In the events and actions of the story 
we can see a pattern for the way in which we are to follow Jesus.  It is not enough to preserver.  
This story teaches us that we are called to look for new ways of doing what we have always 
done.  When God seems to be telling us to launch out into the deep waters and put down our 
nets, we are to obey whether we think there will be any results or not.  We are called to follow 
in faith, even if we expect the practical results of doing so will be nothing. 
 And so Peter and Andrew obeyed, perhaps even reluctantly, and Luke tells us they 
caught so many fish their nets began to tear.  So many fish that the boat was about to be 
swamped.  So many fish that they had to call their partners, James and John to come and help.  
This seems like a practical and logical action, asking James and John for help.  Remember, 
though this is an embodied parable, one teaching us the way in which we are to follow the 
voice of God in our lives.   
 Peter and Andrew were part of a community of fishermen, together with James and 
John, and perhaps others.  Matthew, in telling us this same story, indicated that Zebedee, the 
father of James and John was also a fisherman and that when his sons left to be disciples, 
others took their place to do the work that needed to be done.  The community came together 
to meet the needs of one of their members. 
 St. Augustine’s is a community as well.  We’ve spent most of the last many months 
doing things in ways we’d never imagined.  I don’t need to tell you the work this has taken, by 



many people.   We’ve zoomed, videoed, live streamed, and more.  But in the end, we’ve 
persevered and grown.  We’ve obeyed God’s voice in this time, to continue to be the 
community of faith that is St. Augustine’s.  I don’t need to remind you of the search for a 
permanent Rector in which you are engaged.  The profile is complete and will be posted.  The 
search committee will begin its work.   And the waiting begins, because for a time, there will be 
little that we can see as concrete results.   
 Waiting can take many forms.  I remember as a child waiting was so very hard.  I 
remember wishing Christmas would come, my birthday would arrive.  I remember wishing that 
school would be out for the summer, or that the family vacation trip would begin.  One day, as I 
was voicing one of these wishes, I was overheard.  A wise person, overhearing my lament, 
simply said the following: “Be careful, you are wishing your life away.”  I’ve remembers those 
words whenever I am tempted to wait passively and wish for something to come true.   
 Sometimes all we can do is passively wait, but in truth, most often what is most fruitful 
is another kind of waiting.  In this active waiting we prepare for what is to come.  It is this kind 
of active, preparatory waiting that I believe we are to engage at this time in our congregational 
life.  What we are to prepare is the structure and the organization that will form the foundation 
of the future ministry of St. Augustine’s.   
 Often when an architect looks at an old building with the idea of rehabbing it, the 
architect looks for what are called “good bones”.   Good bones is a descriptive way to speak of a 
building that is worth the work to renew it.  Good bones are what exists at St. Augustine’s.  We, 
like the rest of the world have been through an anxious time, a time when much that we took 
for granted was not available to us.  But the good bones of our congregational life continue to 
exist.  What we are about now is the re-enlivening of what we have.   
 The steps toward this re-enlivening have already begun.  We have gone back to a nine-
member Vestry.  The smaller group served us well in the year just past, but now is the time to 
let down our nets for a catch of fish.  To continue what has barely begun will need the 
participation of every member of this community.  There will be work to be done in all of the 
areas of our ministry.  To begin, we will need the prayers of each of us.  Lent will begin in one 
short month, and I propose that we dedicate this Lent especially to hearing the voice of God for 
the future of St. Augustine’s.  That dedication begins with prayer for guidance and clarity of 
mission.  Beyond prayer, or perhaps as a result of prayer, such dedication continues with 
participation.  That participation may be in person, in live stream, by Zoom, e-mail or 
telephone, it will be in all of these ways.  Dedication and participation will mean saying yes.  
Beyond saying yes, dedication and participation will mean listening for the voice of God to 
discern what your unique role might be.  Together we can rebuild the foundation that will allow 
this congregation and the coming Rector to answer God’s call in this place and in this time. 
 In many ways, St. Augustine’s is called to be that embodied parable that is seen in the 
story of the call of Peter, Andrew, James and John.  Prayer, thought, care and action are those 
good bones of St. Augustine’s ministry.  We have only to give them flesh to be ready for what 
God has for us into the future. 
 To return to the story of the fishermen in Galilee.  They had put out their boats into the 
lake, fished all night, and not seen any return.  The fish which would soon be seen to be many, 
swam by and around the boat and nets all night long, never once being caught.  Coming back to 
shore, nonetheless, the fishermen had continued to make ready for a catch, by mending their 



nets.  When this new rabbi asked that they once again put out into the deep water, Peter was 
willing to take a chance, willing to obey Jesus, even though he thought it was doomed to failure.  
Tired as they must have been, and discouraged as well, Peter and the others obeyed.  In doing 
so, they found their nets filled with fish to the breaking point.   
 Our “enacted parable” will be a bit different than the story of Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, but it will be the same story lived in our context.  We have the faith and the will to 
move into the future whatever that future may hold.  God has us in God’s hands. 
 
 
 
 


