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The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Year C – The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony 7.3.22 
2 Kings 5: 1-14, Psalm 30, Galatians 6: 1-16, Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 
 
 Richard Foster, in a book entitled “Sanctuary of the Soul” has this to say about hearing 
the voice of God.  “Jesus Christ is alive and here to teach his people himself. His voice is not 
hard to hear; his vocabulary is not difficult to understand.  But learning to listen well and to 
hear correctly is no small task.”   Most of us long to hear the voice of Jesus.  We pray about it, 
we search the scriptures, we read books and listen to sermons in hope that someone has “the 
answer”.  Sometimes we get a “glimmer” and acting on that glimmer know that we have heard 
the voice of God in our lives and we rejoice.  Having had a taste, we long for more.   
 What if Foster is right?  What if the words of Jesus, the teaching of Jesus are all around 
us only waiting to be accepted and acted upon? What if all that is missing is not our ability to 
hear, but our ability to hear well and to hear correctly?  If, in fact the voice of Jesus is not hard 
to hear and the vocabulary is in fact not difficult to understand, what gets in the way? 
 I love the story of Naaman and the events that led to his healing from the disease of 
leprosy.  This is a story that is encircled and soaked in the word of God, if we can hear beyond 
the facts of the event and come to the place where we hear well and correctly.  This is a story of 
contrasts and a story of how God uses everything and everyone to heal and to deepen the 
knowledge of God in the world.  
 Naaman is we are told a great man.  He seemed to have everything, to be a success in 
the game of life.  He had power.  His power came from many sources.  Naaman was physically 
powerful.  In addition he had the respect of a King who valued him.  Naaman had political 
power, economic power and in a patriarchal world, Naaman had gender power.  Naaman also 
was a good man, he used his power wisely and had not been corrupted by it.  He was respected 
more than feared. 
 There was only one difficulty, Naaman had leprosy.  This skin disease was the one thing 
that alienated him from the society in which he lived.  He had many resources but none of them 
could heal him and make him whole.  The one thing he desired most he could not have. 
 Into Naaman’s life came a young girl, an Israelite captured in battle and made a slave.  In 
contrast to Naaman, she was powerless.  This young girl had no name, or at least no name that 
we are given.  To be nameless is the ultimate in powerlessness.  She was a slave, having no 
physical freedom, no economic or political power.  But in this young female slave had one great 
gift.  She had the courage to speak, not her words, but words of faith in the power of God.  It 
was a prayer.  “If only my lord was with the prophet who is in Samaria!  He would cure him of 
his leprosy.”  Those words, that prayer set in motion a whole series of people who listened, 
heard well and had the courage to take the next step, whether they realized that what was 
what they were doing or not.  God works through all people and all situations.   
 Naaman heard the words of the Israelite young girl, unusual in itself, and then Naaman 
acted.  He went to the powerful King of Aram with a request.  All that happened next grew out 
of the young female slave’s faithful prayer and Naaman’s willingness to seek healing.  Faith and 
willingness.  Naaman knew such healing would be costly, and so he prepared silver, gold and 
garments as payment.   
 So often in our spiritual lives we recognize that healing in whatever form will be costly, 
but often, like Naaman we mistake the currency of that cost.  For Naaman the cost was not in 
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material goods, but in a change of heart and a new way of being in the world. It did not happen 
all at once, it did not happen gently but one begun there was no turning back.  Naaman could 
not make his healing happen with any of the resources or power that he had.  Because Naaman 
was still learning, still a work in progress, he needed an intermediary, the prophet Elisha.  
Prophets in Israel were those through whom God spoke God’s word.  They were often rude, 
unlikable people, intent on their work and not suffering fools gladly.  So it was with Elisha.  
When Naaman came he was an interruption, an annoyance even.  But Elisha knew that his role 
was to speak the word of God in a way that made it known as God’s word and not his how. And 
so, he did not come himself, but sent a messenger.  
 Naaman presents himself to the prophet Elisha as he has been instructed.  He come 
with horse and chariot, his symbols of his power, of wealth and subtly of escape.  Naaman is 
not yet fully committed to his healing.  He expects to be welcomed and invited into the 
prophet’s presence and he is not. He is irritated, but willing to continue.  Elisha sends out a 
message, he cannot be bothered to come himself and “work his magic”.  But of course there is 
no magic here, simply the word of God coming through Elisha and healing Naaman.  Naaman 
resists, it can’t be as easy as simply washing seven times in the Jordan.  It must be more costly, 
more difficult than that.  And of course it is costly but not it terms that Naaman yet 
understands.   
 The cost is in letting go of all that we have letting go of all that we see as our own power 
and protection.  Nothing that Naaman had could heal him, but until he recognized that fact 
those resources of power stood as a block to the power of God. The cost to Naaman of healing 
was dependence no longer on himself but on God.  That too is the cost to us of healing.  
Dependence on the power of God and faith that God’s intentions are for our good whether we 
can understand that in the moment.  By letting go of his own power which in fact was 
weakness, Naaman opened the way to experience God’s grace and peace.  He obeyed the 
instructions of God coming through the prophet, washed in the Jordan and was healed.  The 
leprosy was no more.   
 Leprosy in this story is but a symbol for whatever it is that holds us back from our own 
healing.  It can be physical but might as likely be spiritual, personal, intellectual or any one of a 
number of human attributes.  Used wisely and in accordance with the voice of God all of those 
human attributes are gifts of God.  Dependence on them, rather than on God makes all of those 
gifts road blocks in our ability to hear the voice of God well and hear it correctly.  This is as 
Richard Foster points out, no small task.  It is costly to us. 
 It was the lesson of Naaman’s healing that the disciples learned from Jesus.  That lesson 
bore fruit in the sending of the 70 which we hear of in Luke’s Gospel today.  This gospel is about 
what I think of as the Great Delegation.  Jesus had turned his face to Jerusalem and all that he 
knew would happen there.  In order for the voice of God to continue to be heard, his followers 
must learn to hear and act on the authentic word that he would continue to speak to them.  It 
was necessary for the fulfillment of his promise to be with them, with us always. 
  Jesus had taught them well, and now the time had come to trust the followers to 
have heard well.  The time had come to trust them with the ministry of healing.  Jesus gave 
power to those he sent, power over demons, power to heal, but it was the power of God not 
their own human power.  They were to take nothing, no human resources beyond their faith 
and their dependence of God.  They were to leave behind money, extra food, sandels, clothing.  



 3 

They were to be completely dependent on God to provide.  And God did provide through those 
human beings with whom they had contact.  They were invited into homes, fed, and all of their 
needs met.  That freed them to listen for the word and power of God.  It freed them to be the 
instruments of healing that God had intended them to be.   
 St. Augustine’s has been engaged in ministry for the past 70 plus years.  Those who have 
gone before us have provided a foundation of faith and resources on which we are called by 
God to build.  The harvest is indeed plentiful.  As we look around our world it is apparent as 
well that the laborers are few.  The resources we have are great.  We have people, a building, 
financial resources and most importantly spiritual resources.  We are learning how to hear the 
voice of God well and correctly.  The resources we have are not really ours, they are on loan 
from God for us to use to further the kingdom.   
 As we look at the Great Delegation of Jesus, we know that delegation continues down 
through the ages to us.  We are sent if not literally two by two, sent within the security of the 
community of people here.  We know how to ask the Lord of the harvest for guidance, we do it 
through prayer together and individually.  We do it by listening well and testing what we hear 
with others in our community.  We are laborers in the harvest by using God’s resources 
entrusted to us to reap healing where ever God leads.  We know that the path we are to follow 
will be revealed and we will not be diverted. 
 Just like Naaman and the young slave girl, just like the followers of  Jesus who were sent 
two by two, the kingdom of God is very near to us, in fact right outside our doors, in our 
neighborhoods, our families our world.  We are called to be the prophets of God’s healing 
where ever we are.  We are sent where ever we find ourselves called by the voice of God.  We 
are sent sometime without even leaving home. 


