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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany-Year C- The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony-1.30.22 
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Psalm 71:1-6, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Luke 4: 21-30 
 
Some of you may remember the radio personality, Paul Harvey.  He would introduce his topic, 
give us a teaser, and then go to a commercial.  When he came back, he would begin with the 
words, “And now, the rest of the story.”  If Paul Harvey had been the synagogue in Nazareth the 
day that Jesus came, he might have paused after the words that ended our Gospel last week. 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”.  Today we get the “rest of the story.” 
If, instead of the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, Jesus had chosen the scroll of the prophet 
Jeremiah, he might have read the words that were our Hebrew scripture reading this morning.  
Jeremiah heard the words of God and they were awesome words.  God confirmed to Jeremiah 
that he was called, that the Spirit of God was upon him and that it had been so since before his 
birth.  Not only was Jeremiah called to ministry from before birth, but he was being sent as 
well.  “…for you shall go to all wo whom I send you and you shall speak whatever I command 
you.”  Christians, from the very beginning have been called and sent.  We are reminded in this 
season after Epiphany that we are each of us still called and sent. 
 
Epiphany is the season that focuses on light, on seeing, on understanding and on inclusion.  This 
is the season and these are the readings that are reminding us of God’s presence and God’s 
power. God’s presence is seen in the most unexpected places, among the most unexpected 
people.  When we accept that we are called and sent, it is rarely in ways that we have imagined.  
To be called and sent is to be ready to go where the Spirit leads, where ever that might turn out 
to be. 
 
Jeremiah was anxious when he heard the voice of God telling him he was being sent.  Who 
wouldn’t be?  If you hear the voice of God and do not at least pause and pray to confirm your 
understanding, you may be headed for trouble.  Hearing the voice of God and doing it will have 
obstacles, will have disappointment, will have criticism.   God does not call us to the status quo 
and change is always disruptive.  People do not like to have their world upset.   
God invariably tells those who he calls not to be afraid.  God said it to Jeremiah.  “Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you, to deliver you, says the Lord.”  Whenever I hear those words, 
do not be afraid, I am tempted to reply: “Easy for you to say God, you are after all God.”  I can 
relate to Jeremiah’s words, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
boy.”  I’ve not used that precise excuse but one much like it in response to what I believe to be 
the call of God to me.   
 
 Answering God’s call, even with the Spirit of God upon him, was dangerous work for 
Jesus.  The people of his home-town had been delighted to have Jesus in their midst again until 
they considered what it might mean for them.  They had heard of the wonderful things Jesus 
had done in other places.  Now he was home, hopefully to stay and to work those same 
miracles for them.  But it was not to be.  Jesus pointedly told them that no prophet is accepted 
in the prophet’s home-town.  And then he proved it with examples of God’s work through the 
prophets Elijah and Elisha.  God used Elijah not to end the famine of the widows of Israel but of 
Sidon.  God used the prophet Elisha to heal not the many lepers of Israel but to heal a Syrian 
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general.  Predictably the people in the synagogue that day did not want to hear such words.  
Being called by God to ministry, even with the Spirit upon him almost got Jesus thrown off a 
high cliff.  Being called and sent can be dangerous work for us as well.  Perhaps not physical 
danger, but the danger of being thought “odd”. To be called and sent requires a personal 
investment of time and energy, and investment in going outside one’s comfort to new places. 
The people of Nazareth wanted to see miracles of healing as others had seen.  But they were 
not willing to be invested in the ministry.  What they really wanted was magic delivered to 
them rather than miracles worked through them.  What is at stake here is what it takes to 
answer a call and to follow Jesus in the ministry that he has given us.  What God was doing in 
Nazareth and what God has continued to do through those who are called and sent is to 
continually unfold new narratives, new ministries, new stories.  These often take place in the 
strangest places, among the strangest people, not always people of faith at all.  Jesus’ message 
that day was jarring, not what his neighbors expected at all and so their reaction was rage and 
anger.  Some eventually may have seen the light beyond and followed Jesus into his ministry.  
Some did not.  The call was to everyone but only some were willing to respond. 
 
I have a friend, Charles, who is a missionary in Africa.  He is a man of middle years, red headed 
and with a skin tone that is very white and freckled.  Charles is slight in stature and rather shy.  
But Charles is persistent in seeking to hear and do the word and work of God.  For many years 
Charles sought to answer God’s call.  He knew that the Spirit of God was upon him but just what 
that call entailed was only slowly revealed.  First Charles thought perhaps he was called to be a 
priest.  That proved not to be the case.  Dimly Charles could see that he was called to be a 
missionary.  He went to India to teach in a school.  That was closer to the call but not quite it 
either.  Charles now ministers in Africa, in a men’s prison.  He shares his faith and love of God to 
men who are violent, criminal, and who have been abandoned by most of the world.  This is his 
call.  Is Charles ever afraid?  I’ve never asked, but I would have to guess yes.  Yet this is his call 
and he has said yes.   
 
I have another friend, John by name.  When I met him, John was a young attorney just starting 
his law practice.  He had a wife, two children and a mortgage.  Yet John struggled with what he 
believed to be the voice of God to him.  He felt called to go to Africa as a missionary.  He prayed 
and argued with God.  How could this be.  He could not abandon his wife and children; he could 
not walk away from the responsibilities of his law practice and his debt.  He could not see how 
he could possibly go to Africa.  One morning, very early, he went into his office, the first to 
arrive.  Opening the door and turning on the lights, seeing the empty desks of his employees, 
the chairs that would soon be filled with clients seeking his advice, John saw clearly where God 
was calling him.  Not to Africa, but right where he was, among those who were lost and 
troubled.  His Africa had been before his eyes all the time.   
We all have the Spirit of the Lord upon us if we accept that Spirit and listen to the voice of God.  
We all have a ministry to engage, wherever we are in the world.  We are called and sent.  In the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, words that Jesus knew but did not read, “Here I am Lord, send 
me.”  
 
 


