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Good Friday is the strangest day in the life of Christians.  It is the day we remember the 
crucifixion of Jesus.  It is in a perplexing way both a day of mourning loss and a day of 
thanksgiving for gift.  Both at the same time.  It is not surprising if we feel anxiety and turmoil.  

The Gospel today is long, nearly two whole chapters.  It is the painful story of the arrest, abuse, 
trial (if it can be called such), crucifixion and death of Jesus.  It is not yet the story of the 
resurrection.  That is coming, and we know it is so, but for now it is important to live in the 
moment this moment of darkness and desolation.  It is important to plumb the depths of this story 
so that we can experience the full joy of what we know is coming.
For many years the tradition of the church was to hold a mid-day 3-hour service on Good Friday.  
The focus of that day was not the Eucharist but preaching.  The seven last words that Jesus is 
said to have spoken from the cross formed the text for the sermon.  We will not be here for 3-
hours, unless you choose to stay and pray awhile, which you are welcome to do.  There was 
wisdom in the tradition as it gave a way to take the whole of the horrible events of Good Friday 
and bring them into some kind of form to be considered, pondered and even taken as a way to 
deepen our lives as Christians.

Tonight, we are invited to a spiritual pilgrimage of sorts to experience what the disciples in 
Jerusalem experienced that day.  The story begins in a garden, surely an enigma, a puzzle.  This 
place of beauty and new life is the place where our story begins.  The soldiers come to arrest 
Jesus and as they arrive Jesus asks a simple question. “Who are you looking for?”  It is a logical 
question, but one to which he already knows the answer.  It is a question that we might ask 
ourselves as we begin to walk on the path set before us.  Who are you looking for?  Now, in this 
moment, who are you looking for?  The first of many amazing things happen.  The soldiers who 
have the power of numbers, of weapons and of authority, the soldiers fall back.  Jesus, without 
lifting a hand or threatening in any way overpowers them.  It is not a physical power, not a 
violent power.  It is a spiritual power the power of God that sustains him and can sustain us as 
well.  

The soldiers arrest Jesus, because he permits it to be so.  It is to begin to fulfill the ancient 
scriptures so that those who watch will come to believe.  The trial follows.  Jesus is taken first to 
Ananias, then to Caiaphas the high priest, then to Pilate, Herod and back to Pilate.  No one 
knows quite what to do with this man.  Is he a revolutionary, a danger, a spiritual guide, a 
prophet or the Messiah?

It is an anxious time.  Peter, one of the disciples closest to Jesus cannot overcome his fear.  He 
denies Jesus three times.  Pilate at last begins to interrogate Jesus, hoping to find evidence.  But 
with each question Pilate asks, Jesus turns that question back on Pilate.  Jesus is not about titles 
or secular power.  Jesus is about the Kingdom of God, unlike any other kingdom ever seen 
before or since.  It is a kingdom that is here for us and a kingdom we enter freely by accepting 
and living the teaching of Jesus.  Jesus role is not that of king but of witness, he testifies to what 
has always been true.  He testifies to God’s presence in the world.  That is the truth and it is a 
truth that means there is no turning back.  Jesus is martyred as so many others have been 
martyred since.  Martyrdom is not always about blood and a tortured death, not always about 



lions and Christians in the arena in Rome.  A kind of martyrdom presents itself to us each day as 
we choose how we will live our lives.  
Pilate is convinced by the crowds in Jerusalem the very ones who short days ago were crying 
Hosanna and calling Jesus King.  They were capricious, unfaithful and their actions brought 
Jesus to this place.  The place where he is beaten, mocked, scourged and crowned with thorns.  
The issue is power.  Pilate has the power to order Jesus to be killed or to let him live.  What 
Pilate doesn’t know is that Jesus has the greater power, the power to lay down his life.  We often 
have the opportunity in our lives to exercise this same kind of power, the power to lay down our 
lives, perhaps not to death, but to put another’s welfare ahead of our own.  

And so, as we know well, Jesus is taken out and placed on a cross, to be crucified.  There are 
disciples at the foot of the cross.  His mother, Mary, her sister, Mary Magdalene, John and many 
others who are unnamed and who pass by in horrible fascination and fear.  We are part of those 
who stand at the foot of the cross.  In doing so, we commit ourselves to a new relationship with 
God and with others who are part of this community.  The cross we accept and stand before is 
one of sacrifice and obligation.  We are given each other and the world and asked to be God’s 
witness and hands.

Finally, at long last, Jesus dies.  The words on his lips, the final words heard in this life are 
simple.  “It is finished”.   What has been is finished, but what is to come is waiting, for the world 
and for us.  As Jesus breathed his last human breath, the Spirit of God is released into the world.  
But it is a spirit that seeks to be present to each of us, to be our strength and our guide.  If we will 
allow it, the Spirit of God will take us deeper, ever deeper into the will of God, into God’s 
kingdom.  The Spirit of God will lead us places we may not want to go, but places where we will 
find rest for our souls.  We will be led too to places of ministry to the world in many ways, small 
and large.  We will be led to actions large and small that taken together transform the world into 
the Kingdom of God as God has intended.

The pilgrimage goes on.   We are invited to continue the journey and take the next step.


