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Last Sunday after Pentecost-Proper29-Year B-The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony 11.21.21 

Daniel 7: 9-14, Psalm 93, Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37 
 

We read a few verses of the first chapter of Revelation this morning as the Epistle.  Revelation or 

more properly the Revelation to John, is a book of visions.  We read it this morning because 

taken together with the Gospel, it helps us understand a bit more about the interchange between 

Pilate and Jesus .  Taken together, we can understand more about this long-expected Messiah 

whose birth we are preparing once again to celebrate. 

 John of Patmos, writing many decades after the Resurrection had a vision that brought 

together the past, the present and the future for all those who called Jesus the Messiah, the Christ.  

He recorded that vision so that God’ promise would not be lost to us.  In the few short verses that 

are our reading the morning, we have a picture of God coming to dwell with humankind as Jesus, 

who would live, die and be resurrected in historical time.  But that was not the end of the picture, 

the end of the vision.  It tells us that Jesus was and continues to be the witness, the one who 

holds and tells the truth of God.  That truth in a few simple and understandable words is this:  

Jesus, the Christ, is the one “…who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,…”  

Further, we are given an image of how we are to live and who we are to become,  “…a kingdom, 

priests serving…God…”.  

 Jesus came into the world as a human being that we would see what it meant to be a 

witness to God’s truth.  He taught us that we are loved unconditionally by God and that we are to 

carry that love with us into the world.  In this way we are priests in the ancient and eternal 

kingdom that God has been creating since the beginning of time.  To be a priest is to be a witness 

of the love of God for all creation. 

Today’s Gospel is an event that took place during what we call Holy Week.  Jesus and his 

disciples had shared a final meal, the Last Supper.  They then left Jerusalem going across the 

Kidron Valley to a garden, Gethsemane by name.  There, Judas and the Roman soldiers found 

Jesus, arrested him and took him to the home of the high priest.  Jesus was questioned, ridiculed 

and abused.  He then was sent to the home of Pilate, the Roman governor of Jerusalem and 

Judea.  Part of what took place there is our Gospel for this morning. 

 It may seem odd that in November we are reading about events of Holy Week.  We do so 

because this is the last Sunday of the Church year, the Sunday when we celebrate the reign of 

Christ.  This Sunday is all about the Kingdom of God and the Kingship of Jesus.  It is the 

culmination of our liturgical calendar and represents the end of this year’s annual journey 

through the ministry of Jesus.  Next week as we enter the season of Advent, we will prepare to 

hear again the story of God’s work of salvation.  The story of God’s work of salvation in human 

history begins with the Incarnation, or as we know it, Christmas. But that is. yet to come 

 When Pilate asked Jesus if he was the King of the Jews he was asking about a secular earthly 

ruler in competition with all-powerful Caesar.  Jesus, on the other hand, was talking about the 

King described later by John of Patmos in the book we call Revelation.  Two very different 

Kings.  Two very different kingdoms, that of Rome and that of God. 

 

 

 Pilate, in questioning Jesus wanted to discover the facts.   “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” was Pilate’s first question.  A seemingly simple question.  Jews, had had many kings 

throughout their history.  Was this yet another?  Judea was an occupied state.  For anyone to 

assert kingship was a crime against the occupying power.  Caesar was the one to whom 



 2 

allegiance was owed and anything else was treason.  That was a fact.  The truth was quite 

different. Jesus answered the question of his kingship by saying: “My kingdom is not from this 

world.  If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from 

being handed over to the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  The reality was the 

stark difference between the fact of Roman rule and the truth of the Kingdom of God.  For the 

Romans, any threat to the power to Caesar was met by soldiers, by fighting, by violence.  Jesus 

whole life had been a witness to another way.   Jesus answer doesn’t make sense to Pilate 

because Pilate and the world he represents knows only one kind of king, one kind of power, the 

power of might and violence and force.   

Pilate insists on an answer to his question asking Jesus again, “So you are a king?”  still seeking 

the facts about who this Jesus is and whether he is a threat to the political order.  Jesus will not 

be drawn into fact and away from God’s truth: “You say that I am a king.”   “For this I was born, 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 

listens to my voice.” 
And hearing those words, Pilate comes to a crossroad.  Pilate must  choose, just as we must 

choose.  Worldly power and facts or the power of God’s love and truth.  Pilate chooses the 

worldly power of Rome and Caesar.   But, ironically Pilate in the very next verse asks the 

question which is asked by people in every age.  It is the question that brings us all to that 

crossroads where we too must choose.  “What is truth?” asks Pilate.  Jesus has told him and told 

us as well.   

         What is truth? John of Patmos, recorded the answer he received in a vision from God 

many decades later.   

“Look! He is coming 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 

and on his account all the tribes  

of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen.” 

And so, on this last Sunday of the church year, we celebrate the reign of God.  We acclaim the 

kingship of the one who came, is with us still in Spirit and will come again.  Look, he is coming!.  

Amen. 

 

  

 


