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  Many years ago, one of my homiletics instructors made this simple statement.  “Good 
sermons either begin in the world and end in Jerusalem or they begin in Jerusalem and end in 
the world.”  I have remembered that simple sentence and thought of it often.  What I have 
taken away from that class is the fact that scripture must relate to our life in 2022 or it is simply 
an interesting story.  The role of preaching is to begin to make that connection.  The role of 
those of you who hear is to take what you can from the words, both scripture and preaching 
and make what you will of them in your life. Never more so than when the world seems to be 
reeling out of control. 
After the events of the past week, I find myself in a very unsettling place.  In the words of my 
instructor, I believe we must begin in the world and yet I don’t know what to say.  We must 
acknowledge that many frightening and painful things have taken place.  The Russian Army has 
invaded the nation of Ukraine.  People on both sides have died.  We knew it was possible, 
perhaps even likely, but now it is a fact we cannot or should not ignore.  We must acknowledge 
that our hopes in diplomacy have been dashed and our prayers for peace seemingly have gone 
unheard.  The people of Ukraine and their immediate suffering are in many of our thoughts as 
we watch from afar.  At home we hear of the possibility of higher gas prices, more inflation and 
dissention and disagreement among our leaders at the very time when unity and resolve are of 
paramount importance.  While in relationship to what the people of Ukraine are facing, these 
may not seem of greatest importance, but they are cause for anxiety.  The world, to put it 
mildly is apprehensive.  What does God make of all of this?  How can we know what God makes 
of all of this?  I don’t presume to have the answer.  The answer may be different for each of us.  
Only by listening, watching and praying  can we hear God calling us to act.  Only in trust and 
faith can we begin to know what God makes of all of this.   
Leaping back centuries, what did God make of the world that Jesus found as he began his 
ministry?  It was not all that different from the world we find today.  The powerful nation, 
Rome, had attacked and defeated the weaker people of Judea.  It was a time restlessness 
caused by the occupation of a foreign power.  Rome had very different religious, political and 
economic policies that those found in Palestine.  Taxes were high, life was uncertain and God 
seemed very far away.  Into the region of Galilee came a young, unknown rabbi, telling the 
people that the Kingdom of God was near, at the very end of their fingertips.  On the surface 
this did not seem to be the case, but the people desperately wanted to believe that it was true.  
They wanted to believe that this rabbi was the forerunner of the long-promised Messiah of 
God.  They wanted to believe that God cared about them and about their troubles.  Not so 
different from people today.  We know that Jesus was the Messiah, but they did not know this 
yet.  Some would never know it, some would believe for a time and then fall away, but some, a 
small minority, would come to be disciples.  They would come to see that what this rabbi, Jesus, 
had come to teach them.  They would experience the Kingdom of God as real and immediate. 
Eventually, these disciples would spread the news of God’s kingdom throughout the world.  
Eventually they would become Christians, followers of the Anointed One, Jesus.  Eventually 
they would become the Church.   



But first, much had to happen so that they would learn who this Jesus really was and how they 
could take his message and his work beyond Galilee, beyond Jerusalem to wherever they went 
in the world.  They would learn how they could pick up their cross daily and follow Jesus, from 
Galilee to Jerusalem to his death.  They would learn to go beyond, into the world redeemed by 
his crucifixion and resurrection.  The core question, asked by the disciples, the crowds, the 
Romans and the priests and scribes, was “who is this Jesus?”  Is he someone who should be 
followed or feared?  Will he upset the precarious balance of power?  These same questions 
continue to be asked today.  In the beginning, it was only a question, asked without a consistent 
answer.  Was he John the Baptist resurrected, Elijah, Moses, one of the other prophets of old?  
In the beginning no one had the correct answer.   
Today is called Transfiguration Sunday.  It is because in all three years, the last Sunday before 
Lent begins, the Gospel is the story of the Peter, James, and John, and their experience of Jesus 
on the mountain top.  They did not know what was about to happen.  Jesus simply said to 
them, “come with me” and they did, following him.  Mountains are the places in scripture 
where God is encountered.  Mountains are often where Jesus withdrew to pray.  It seemed to 
be no different this day, and yet everything would change for the three who were with Jesus, 
and through them to the rest of the disciples, and ultimately, everything would change for all 
human beings.  God was about to speak.  God had spoken many times over the centuries, but 
the people did not listen, or did not listen for long.  God had spoken to Jesus, after his baptism.  
You are my Beloved; in You I am well pleased.  The first hint of an answer to the question of 
who Jesus really was. 
Jesus had a purpose in taking Peter, James and John with him.  They were to be witnesses.  
Witnesses to the continuing answer to that core question who. Who is this young rabbi, this 
Jesus?  They would not always be believed and it would come at a cost, Peter and James were 
martyred, only John survived to old age.   
But for now, there was the experience, the evidence.  Remember these were Jews, and 
although not scholars, they were steeped in the law and the prophets, having heard the reading 
of scripture each week in the synagogue.  As Jesus prayed, his face and clothing took on a 
dazzling whiteness.  For the three disciples, this would have reminded them of Moses’ 
encounter with God on Mount Sinai.  Moses’ face too was transfigured, taking on a dazzling 
light so bright that he needed to veil his face when in the company of the people.   
Peter, James and John saw clear and physical evidence that what they were about to hear was 
the voice of God.  “This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him.”  Another bit of evidence to answer 
the question who was this Jesus.  The expected Son, the Chosen, the one to whom we are to 
listen.  Those words are as true for us today as they were for Peter, James and John.  The three 
did not know what to make of this.  Peter wanted to build three dwellings, one each for Moses, 
Elijah and Jesus, so that they might contain this wonder.  It was not to be.  God’s Word is not to 
be contained but to be spoken, acted and spread throughout the world. 
Transfiguration, the transfiguration of Jesus is a lesson for us this day as we enter into Lent.  
Jesus is the Son of God, to whom we are called to listen.  Called to listen in a deep and special 
way this Lent and beyond.  We are called to emulate Jesus as we walk the journey toward 
Jerusalem with him.  To pray, to trust that God is with us.   



This can be a Lent like no other, a time when we withdraw to the mountaintop, with Jesus to 
pray and then, knowing that we cannot stay forever in that ecstasy of retreat, to return to the 
troubles of the world.   
As we watch the events in the world unfold in the days ahead, we can do our part, watching, 
listening, writing, speaking out, contributing as we are able to show our solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine.  Many are risking much, sacrificing much.  Many hundreds of  Russians are in 
protest across their country, Ukrainians are fighting, and governments are responding with 
sanctions.  Our part is to be ready to make whatever sacrifice is needed from us.  Sacrifice is a 
key part of Lent and Holy Week, and sacrifice is a key part in resisting that which is evil.  Pray, 
Listen, Act as you are able.  May this Lent be a time of transfiguration in the world. 
  


