
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost-Proper 22-YearB- The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony 10.3.21 
Genesis 2:18-24, Psalm 8, Hebrews 1:1-4,2:5-12, Mark 10:  2-16 
 
This morning we begin our annual conversation about Stewardship.  Dann has so ably brought 
before us the reality of our needs in this area.  That is an important dimension of stewardship 
and the life of this congregation.  But there is more.  The church canons state that it is the 
obligation of clergy to regularly bring before the congregation the Christian’s obligation to 
make “…generous and consistent offering of time, talent, and treasure for the mission and 
ministry of the Church at home and abroad”.   Pretty comprehensive.  I actually prefer the 
instructions given in Psalm 105:1, the offertory sentence you will hear this morning.  “Give 
thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name; make known God’s deeds among the peoples.”  
The way we give thanks and make God’s name known in the world is through that “…generous 
and consistent offering of time, talent, and treasure…”  Setting out to connect this instruction 
to give thanks and make known, I began to look at the lessons for today. 
Imagine my surprise to find that the Hebrew scripture this morning was from Genesis and was 
about the God’s creation of humanity, specifically the creation of woman from Adam’s rib.   
What was the connection between the offering of time, talent and treasure and the creation 
story I wondered?  Looking more deeply, I turned to one of my favorite commentators on all 
things of the Hebrew scripture, Walter Brueggemann.  Brueggemann tells us that the story of 
creation we find in Genesis is not primarily about Adam’s rib, trees, apples or a serpent.  
Instead it is a “…sophisticated, sustained and intentional reflection on human destiny.”  It 
seems, says Brueggemann, that the human person is both the glory and the central problem of 
creation.  That is a sentence worth pondering.  We are both the glory and the central problem 
of creation.  Going further, Brueggeman concludes that the destiny of the human person is to 
live in God’s world, with God’s creatures, on God’s terms.  I’m not sure I wouldn’t prefer the 
story to be about a rib, a snake and an apple…but there it is. 
 Surprisingly, when the human creatures disobeyed God and were thrust out of the 
Garden, it was not an entirely negative action.  With disobedience came the need for 
something new, a new way to be in relationship with God.  And so, in a fresh creative action, 
God made a covenant with human beings.  That covenant created the human community, one 
of solidarity with God and with each other, one of trust and one of obedient well-being.  That 
was the theory, but human beings were still the central problem as well as the glory of this 
covenant relationship. 
A covenant is an agreement between two parties, in this case God and humanity.  The covenant 
has promises and obligations on each side and results in an outcome that is of benefit to each 
party.  The covenant that created the human community goes something like this:  God 
promises to be in relationship with human beings and never to abandon them.  Human beings 
promise to obey the commandments of God.  The promises we recite each time we baptize or 
renew our own baptismal promises are the human side of this covenant.  Those promises are 
summed up in the great commandment to love God and love others as ourselves.             
Brueggemann sums up the entire message of the Hebrew scripture when he says “…that the 
Old Testament, and Genesis in particular is not interested in “origin” not interested in 
beginning, but in faithful response and effective coping.”  The answer to the why of creation is 
simply because God made it so, now what?  And the “now what” is the human community that 



exists in the words of Psalm 105:1 to give thanks to God and to call upon God’s name, to make 
known God’s deeds among the peoples of the world. 
 St. Augustine’s is a community in this manner, a community of human beings who have 
come together to worship, to have fellowship, to hear God’s word and to take that word back 
into our lives to live by and to spread.   Such ministry is not something effectively undertaken in 
isolation.  You cannot do it alone; I cannot do it alone.  We need each other, which is why in the 
very beginning God created a community of diversity and giftedness.  God created community 
because it is not good that we are alone. 
All sound and effective communities require organization.  They require pooling the gifts of the 
members to accomplish the goals of the whole.  St. Paul knew the truth of this when he spoke 
to the church at Corinth about feet, hands and eyes, saying that the body does not consist of 
one member but of many.  He goes on to tell them that if one member suffers all suffer, if one 
rejoices all rejoice, as a body, a community of people.   
Looking back in time, to the books Leviticus, of Numbers, and of Deuteronomy, we come to the 
first mention of the tithe.  Let’s not get bogged down in the numbers, the 10% but rather let’s 
look at the concept of giving back a portion of what we have been given.  From the time of the 
Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, through Moses and the entry of the people into the land 
of Promise we find that at bedrock the people recognized that everything they had belonged to 
God and whatever they had as a people or as individuals was a gift from God.  It was this 
giftedness that was the underpinning of the tithe.  God’s promise was to continue the care of 
all of creation, the land, the animals and human beings.  It is out of faith in that promise that we 
are able to trust God.  But God in God’s wisdom has delegated the function of the care of 
creation to human beings.  In the very first chapter of Genesis God said, “Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion….” Dominion 
in this sense is not so much about power over creation as it is about the care for all that God 
created.    The tithe is the way in which human creatures who cannot be everywhere at once, 
fulfill their responsibility of dominion, --- of care.  As St. Paul said, we are not uniformly gifted, 
not all eyes or feet or hands.  And so by reserving a portion of our resources, a tithe of all we 
have been given, we provide for the care of creation, care that comes about through our 
community.  God created all that is and asks only that we give back a portion of all that we have 
been given.  That is the basis and warrant for Christian stewardship. 
Jesus said the same.  Remember, after the resurrection, the Gospel of John tells us that Jesus 
met his disciples on the beach beside the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus takes Peter aside and asks three 
times if Peter loves him.  With each asking, Peter responds; “Yes, Lord you know that I love 
you”.  Jesus’ reply each time is centered around feeding and tending.  Feed my lambs, tend my 
sheep, feed my sheep.  Peter doesn’t understand yet what this means but he will come to do 
so.  It took the rest of his life, a life different from any he had imagined.  
Feeding and tending are essential components of caring for creation.  It is the responsibility of 
Christians to provide for this care including the care of their community and their own spiritual 
care.   
Today, the way we feed the sheep, the way we tend one   another and those not yet a part of 
our community, is through offering our gifts, our time, our talent and our money.  In practice, 
giving to the community of which you are a part translates into that concrete reality that Dann 
spoke of at the beginning of the service.  It translates into the substance of budgets and bills, of 



mercy and compassion, of beauty and sacrament, of outreach and pastoral care.  No one 
person can do all of these things, nor is any one person gifted in all areas of ministry.  Instead, 
together as a community we do what God calls us to do with the gifts that God has given to us. 
The giving of our time, our talent, our treasure, and ourselves, giving back to God, is a spiritual 
undertaking.  As such it requires careful prayer, listening, conversation and time.  You will be 
given a “packet” of information about the temporal part of the needs of St. Augustine’s.  This is 
the reality.  The deeper, spiritual piece is what comes next.  Please do not simply fill out the 
card filling in the same amount as last time and thinking you are done.  Take the time to do the 
spiritual work of stewardship: prayer, listening, and conversation.  Hear what the Spirit is saying 
to you.  
 
  


