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Second Sunday after Epiphany-Year C-The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony- 1.16.22 
Isaiah 62:1-5, Psalm 36:5-10, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11 
 
John tells the story of a wedding.  It happened at Cana in Galilee.  Who doesn’t love a good 
party?  Especially one where there is plenty to eat and drink, good music and dancing, where 
there are connections with people we have not seen and simple joy at the beginning of a new 
life for the two being married.  
In many cultures weddings were and still are events that take place over several days.  That 
may have been the case here.   In a culture where hospitality and honor were closely tied, 
something terrible, shameful, happened.    The host ran out of wine.  This being rural Galilee, 
there was no wine merchant down the street.  This was a real crisis.  As so often is the case, the 
way a crisis is dealt with is a sign of things to come.  How we deal with a crisis in our lives tells 
those around us whether they can trust us for calm solutions or panic.   
Galilee was Jesus home.  Cana is only a few miles north of Nazareth.  This wedding was a 
thoroughly family event.  Mary, Jesus’ mother was present and somehow concerned with the 
hospitality being offered.  When the wine vats ran dry, she appealed to Jesus with a simple 
statement “They have no wine.”   
If this were a simple story, one might wonder why Mary appealed to Jesus as all.  After all, he 
was seemingly only an invited guest at the celebration.  Why did Mary come to Jesus with this 
problem?  What did she expect him to do about it?  It is obvious she did expect him to do 
something because her words to the servants were clear.  “Do whatever he tells you.”  But this 
is not a simple story this is a story that tells us something about God and about Jesus and the 
ministry to come.  John tells us that this was the first of the signs Jesus did.  The first of seven 
throughout the gospel.   
John is the latest gospel to be written and, in some respects, the most poetic and mystical.  
John does not include anything in the gospel that does not have a purpose.  And that purpose is 
to gradually tell us who Jesus is.  John does it by what he calls signs.  We might call these signs 
symbols or metaphors.  In any case, they point beyond the “facts” of what happened to 
something greater.   
In one way or another these are all signs tell us not only of who Jesus is but what the kingdom 
of God might look like.  The turning of water into wine tells us something of the character of 
God.  God is a God of generosity and abundance.    The turning of water into wine is often 
named the first miracle of John’s Gospel.   A miracle is not magic rather it has been defined as 
an event that strengthens faith.  They happen all around us, all the time but they are seen 
through the eyes of our faith.   
  
 A miracle is not so much in the action and outcome but in what it teaches us about the 
Kingdom of God.  That Kingdom is about being generous, in thought, might, action, in 
resources, and heart one toward another.  Generosity is the healing balm that Jesus brought 
and was the sign that God was acting with and through him.  
I would propose to you that the past year in the life of St. Augustine’s has been miraculous.  As 
you read the reports prepared for our annual meeting to follow this service, you will see signs 
of miracles, miracles of generosity and abundance. Where there might have been scarcity there 
has been bounty.  Where we might have chosen to draw away from our neighbors, we have 
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chosen to give more.  Where we might have continued doing what we have always done, we 
have chosen to make hard decisions to prepare for what comes next.  It has not been easy and 
it has not been perfect but it has been faithful. 
 
  Each one of us is a disciple, in the same sense as those early followers of Jesus.  Disciples 
are those who bring the signs of God’s love, God’s generosity into the world.  What we do and 
who we are as Christians are the signs of God for all the world to read today.  Can the world see 
God through us?  I believe that this past year, as we continued to live in pandemic mode, we 
were faithful to our call as disciples, our call to be faithful and to trust in God’s abundance and 
generosity.   One final word to ponder.  “Faith in God is less likely to proceed from miracles as 
miracles from faith in God.”  It is faith that has brought us this far and faith will continue with us 
on the journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


