
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany – Year C – The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony – 2.13.22 
Jeremiah 17:5-10, Psalm 1, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26 
The writer of the Gospel of John begins with these words.  “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people.”  He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him.” “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God.”  “And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us…” 
 Take a moment to let those words soak into your heart and soul.  We have been 
empowered to become children of God.  God became flesh and lived among human beings so 
that God in Jesus might teach us what it means to live as the children of God what it means to 
be the children of God. 
Jesus came to engage in a mission to show us in concrete and real terms what living in God’s 
kingdom means for each one of us.  If we are truly to be the children of God, we must 
acknowledge that we live not in the world but in the kingdom.  It is a kingdom which is not only 
in the sweet by and by but here, now, on South Whidbey in 2022.  Since the beginning of 
creation God has been calling human beings, one by one to be God’s children.  The book of 
Genesis tells of the call of Abraham to leave his place of comfort in the world and together with 
Sarah to follow God into the Kingdom.    The prophets called the people to leave the world 
behind and enter into the Kingdom, in real time to live as God calls all of God’s children to live. 
 Jesus came to announce his mission.  It was a mission of healing the world.  It was a 
mission of bringing those who would receive him into the Kingdom of God as children of God.  
One of Jesus’ first actions was to return to his roots in Nazareth, and to enter the synagogue.  
He was invited to read and he chose the words of Isaiah.  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   
Isaiah spoke those words centuries before, inspired by God to call the people of his time to 
account, to urge them to live as children of God.  God was calling them to be the one’s through 
which God’s kingdom became real. Some listened, but the majority did not. 
One hundred years later, Jeremiah in the words we heard this morning was again calling the 
people to enter the Kingdom of God and become the children for which God longed.  “Cursed 
are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn 
away from the Lord;” said Jeremiah.  Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the 
Lord.” 
Many more centuries later, we come to the gospel of Luke and the list of blessings and woes.  
Blessed are those who have not, and woe to those who have.  Essentially this is what Jesus is 
saying to the disciples and the crowds that day.  It is a hard gospel to hear for those of us who 
are the ones who have, at least in comparison with many of our brothers and sisters.  Jesus 
doesn’t pull any punches; his message is clear. The Kingdom of God is and always has been 
about a radical reordering of the world.  God seeks to do this radical reordering through those 
who follow God who are called to be children of God, who are called to be disciples. 



Jesus had gone up to the top of a mountain to choose his inner circle the twelve who would 
become the apostles.  In scripture mountains are often places of revelation from God.  Moses 
went up to Mount Sinai to receive the 10 commandments, the Temple in Jerusalem is built on 
what is known as Temple Mount.  Jesus was crucified on a hill outside the city.   
After a night spent in prayer Jesus comes down to the  flat land below.  He is with the twelve he 
has chosen and they find “a great multitude of people.”  These people are “… from all Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon”. The have come come to hear him and to be healed 
of their diseases.  Tyre and Sidon were Phoenician cities on the shore of the Mediterranean 
approximately 150 miles from Jerusalem.  In the days when transportation was by foot or 
donkey, 150 miles represented the ends of the earth.    
What Jesus was about to say was for all people and for all time.   
Looking into the eyes of the people Jesus listed the blessings God had in store for the poor, the 
hungry, those who mourn and those who were reviled.  He continued with an account of the 
woes awaiting those who were rich, well-fed, and powerful. 
Hearing this Gospel in our own day, we may be aware of the desire to equivocate.    In anything 
that challenges comfort, or the status quo with which we are content, it is easy to say “yes, but 
…” 
We all have our favorites.  Often, what is behind those “yes buts” is fear. We may not even 
recognize it as fear.  Often it is expressed in the phrase beginning “Yes, but, what if…”. You fill in 
the blank. 
In countless times throughout scripture when God asks us to do the hard thing, or when Jesus 
teaches the difficult path, the first words are “do not be afraid”. It is anxiety that often is the 
block for disciples to live in the Kingdom as children of God.  God calls God’s followers, to be 
fearless which is the only way disciples can live out this call to life in the radical new world God 
has created.   
 A little while ago in the words of the Collect, we acknowledged that God was our 
strength if we put our trust in God.  We asked God’s help in keeping the commandments, in 
both will and deed.  Did we mean it?  When we pray and ask for such as this, strength that 
grows out of trust and help in action, God answers our prayers.  It is up to us then to accept the 
answer.  When we ask for the courage to live into the radical kingdom of God, where the poor 
are empowered, the blind see, the hungry are fed, where the needs of every human being are 
met, the answer from God is a resounding yes!  God’s radical kingdom is a world of abundance 
for all.  Abundance that provides enough for everyone.   
 And what about the woes.  That seems harsh to those of us who really do try our best.  
We often think of woe as a form of punishment from God.  I do not think they are.  Woe is 
simply the effect of trusting only in human strength.  They are what we experience when we 
leave God out of the equation. 
The words of Jeremiah addresses this with poetic images of the desert.  Palestine is a desert 
country where water is scarce, precious and life-giving.  Jeremiah describes those who trust in 
God as blessed like trees planted by water.   Such people by sending out roots to the stream will 
have nothing to fear when heat and drought come.    They will continue to bear fruit.  In 
contrast those who trust in their own strength will “…live in the parched places of the 
wilderness in an uninhabited, salt land,”.  One scholar of Jeremiah went on to observe that 
“…both those who trust in mere mortals and those who trust in the Lord experience drought.  



The difference is that …{those who trust}, thrive because they send out their roots toward the 
stream and therefore develop green leaves and produce fruit.”    
The words of Jeremiah may have been in Jesus mind as he began to speak to the crowd and the 
disciples that day. Luke tells us that before beginning to speak, Jesus raised his eyes and looked 
directly at the disciples, the twelve whom he has chosen.  It is easy to miss the significance of 
this gesture.  These were the earliest disciples, the core of what would become those who 
followed Jesus.  This is a “…subtle undercurrent and word of hope…”. It is a metaphor for the 
way in which the disciples and all of us are seen by God.   When Jesus looked on those who he 
had chosen and who had chosen him he was looking at each of us, calling us to hear the words 
of blessing and woe which are at the heart of this passage, challenging us to hear these words 
and to act on them. 
  
 
 
 


