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Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost–Proper 28 –Year B–The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony 11.14.21 
Daniel 12: 1-3, Psalm 16, Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25, Mark 13: 1-8 
 
In two short weeks we will be beginning the new church year, with the season of Advent.  That 
is the season when we “prepare”.  We are used to preparing for Christmas as the world 
prepares, with baking, decorating, special programs on TV and special music.   
As we look forward to Advent, this year, we are embarked on a different kind of preparation.  
This is most probably the final advent before the calling and coming of your new Rector.  “From 
my mouth to God’s ears!”.    Do you remember those Advent seasons from the past, when the 
focus was less on the work of preparing and more on the tough work of waiting.  I remember 
many a Christmas Eve at my Grandmother’s  waiting, with my nose pressed to the window 
watching for a car to come down the drive.  That car would bring my aunt so that the 
celebration could begin.  And of course the opening of presents! 
The Profile committee is working hard putting together all of the information they have 
received into a coherent narrative. That narrative, the Profile, then can be given to those clergy 
who express interest in coming to St. Augustine’s.  The Search Committee is waiting in the 
wings to begin their work.  The Vestry, both current and those who will be elected will need to 
spend much time in making the decisions and developing the practical part of calling a Rector.   
Not to be forgotten in all of this is the preparation of the congregation.  We have been many 
months in an unprecedented situation, with meeting first by video, then by live stream, an 
outdoor Easter, meeting in Campbell Hall and finally a return to this place and space.  We have 
developed many strengths and perhaps uncovered some areas that need work.  We have 
recognized that we are fewer and older than before and that too will require some adaptation.  
The old solutions may not work so well anymore and new ones will need to be tried and tested.  
This is all part of the preparation for welcoming a new Rector and beginning the birth of a new 
age at St. Augustine’s.  And then there is also the waiting, waiting with patience as each part of 
the process takes place.   
In our world and especially with the new things we have learned in the pandemic, zoom and all 
the rest, we are used to instant answers, instant information.  That as we are well aware 
sometimes leads to mis-information or inaccurate assumptions.  This Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany season will be a season of preparation, of decision and of waiting.  This time can 
either be endured or used fruitfully and well to usher in the renewal of St. Augustine’s. 
The portion of Mark that we read this morning is known as the little apocalypse.   Biblically, 
apocalypse is a revelation of what will be destroyed so that rebirth can occur.  Living through a 
time of apocalypse is a time of much anxiety while the new way of being comes about.  Much of 
the “living through” entails patient waiting. 
The destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem is what Jesus was talking about to Peter, Andrew, 
James and John on the Mount of Olives.  It was a prediction, not of a one-time event that was 
coming, but of much painful destruction of the world as they knew it.  Such destruction of the 
old was necessary preparation for the Kingdom of God coming.    
We see the value of the apocalypse mostly in hindsight only when we have some distance from 
the anxiety of the unknown, when the very real pain was faded a bit, we have had an 
opportunity to develop new strategies and ways of living.   
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We are living on the brink of what may be a global apocalypse, in the area of global warming 
and climate change.  At a speech at the United Nations the President of the Republic of the 
Maldives was clear.  Unless the world reacts to the crisis of climate change the people of the 
Maldives will die.  Republic of Maldives, also called Maldives Islands, is an independent 
island country in the north-central Indian Ocean. It consists of a chain of about 1,200 
small coral islands and sandbanks none of which are more than 6 feet above sea level.  
They have nowhere to go and no control over their fate.  For these people this is a very 
real threat and an impending apocalypse.   
  Each of us, as we look back over our lives may be able to identify periods that we 
would call personal apocalypse.  A time when it seemed like the world as we knew it 
was ending for us, a time when it was difficult to see how we could survive.  And yet we 
have.  Those times were painful, difficult and not without anxiety and fear.  But we did 
come through it.  What marks the resolution of our personal apocalypse as we look 
back is often the realization that we were able to adapt, to gather resources we did not 
know we had, to recognize the change that was required and to embrace it.   
This experience of personal apocalypse is tied together in the Christian life with salvation.   You 
may have grown up in a tradition that places emphasis on the ability to name the moment in 
time when a person was saved.  It often entails a dramatic experience, like Paul’s on the road to 
Damascus when he had an encounter with the risen Christ.  It may be like the experience of 
someone like John Newton, the author of the hymn Amazing Grace.  He was as you know the 
captain of a slave ship.  In the middle of a voyage from Africa to North America, he came to see 
clearly that enslaving human beings was wrong.  In mid-ocean he returned to Africa, freeing 
those captives on his ship.   
For many of us, our experience of salvation is less dramatic and more of a process, a gradual 
deepening of our faith and our commitment to follow the way of Jesus.  The earliest Christians 
referred to themselves as followers of the Way, rather than as Anglicans, Presbyterians, 
Methodists or other denominational designation.  They were all followers of the way, seeking 
that process of salvation to which they were called.   
Emilie Towne is the Associate Dean and Professor of African American Religion and Theology, at 
Yale Divinity School.  She has noted:  “Salvation enters our lives to offer both hope and 
challenge.”  Hope and challenge, tied together in our lives.  Hope and challenge are what we 
are living with as we engage the crisis of climate change.  If we reflect back, hope and challenge 
were part of those personal apocalypse we may have experienced. 
 In the year or so ahead before a new Rector comes to be with you, we as a congregation 
will face many challenges.  We will each be called upon to consider what is our part in the 
preparation for the new age that will come with a Rector.   Often the dawn of a new age in 
history and in our lives is spoken of by using the metaphor of human birth.  Scripture is full of 
descriptions of such birth, never trivializing the pain and challenge, the birth pangs that are 
encountered.  
 As we approach Advent, the preparation for the coming of the Incarnation of God in the 
birth of Jesus, what better time to begin to prepare ourselves and our congregation for this new 
birth, this new age that is coming.   As we reflect on what has been, on what will no longer be, 
and what must change, it is well to remember not only the challenges we will face, but the 
great hope that is ours as people of faith.     


