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Deuteronomy 6: 1-9, Psalm 119:1-8, Hebrews 9:11-14, Mark 12:28-34   
If you were a member of an Episcopal church before 1970, and you regularly attended worship, 
you would hear the summary of the law most Sundays.  It went like this: “Hear what our Lord 
Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This 
is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it:  Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments hand all the Law and the Prophets.”  We 
don’t hear this as often anymore, usually only in Lent.   
 Little did I know all those years ago as a child in church that this stretched back to Moses 
and the Israelites before they entered the Promised Land.  This morning we read a section of 
the Book of Deuteronomy, literally the second or repeated law.  The Commandments had been 
given to Moses by God when Moses journeyed up to the summit of Mount Sinai.  The story is 
told in the Book of Exodus.   
Now, the people have traveled around the desert, the wilderness for 40 long years and they 
have arrived at the edge of the land of prosperity, of milk and honey.  They were almost home.  
And so Moses repeats for them once more what will be essential in their new life.  Moses said: 
Now this is the commandment-- that the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in 
the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your 
children's children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, …so that your days may 
be long … so that it may go well with you, … in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, 
the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 
commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when 
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a 
sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.  This was serious not to be ignored.  To this day, observant 
Jews have on the doorpost of their homes a mezuzah.  The purpose of the mezuzah is to act as 
a constant reminder of God's presence. Jews will often touch the mezuzah as they go through 
the door.  
 “Fear the Lord…that it may go well with you.”  These are two halves to a whole way of 
living.  Fear, not as terror or dread as awe.  The Hebrew word translated fear also means but it 
can also mean respect, reverence, and worship.  Recognizing that God is the one in whom we 
trust.  Living in faith and trust and loving God above all else will lead to things going “well with 
us.”  A simple statement of what God requires of us but one which human beings have been 
trying to perfect personally and collectively ever since. 
 Centuries later, the prophet Micah answered the question of how God requires us to 
live.  “…and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8).   Still more centuries later, after Moses and the 
prophet Micah, Jesus was asked the same question by a scribe.  Scribes were members of a 
learned class studying the Scriptures and serving as copyists, editors, teachers, and jurists in the 



Temple Jerusalem.  A scribe would have known both the words of Moses and of Micah.  This 
particular scribe it seems had been one of a group of chief priests, elders and scribes who as 
Jesus was walking in the Temple came to him to argue with him about his teaching.  They were 
trying to trip Jesus up and find a way to discredit him before the people.  When Jesus bested 
them in the argument, they wanted to arrest him, but fearing the crowds they did not do so.  
Instead they sent a group of Pharisee’s and Herodians to ask questions of Jesus and to try again 
to trip him up. When these too were confounded, a group of Sadducees began to ask questions 
of Jesus trying to cause him to speak against tradition and the law.  When they too failed, one 
of the scribes who had been listening asked a simple question.  ‘Which commandment is the 
first of all?  At last, a sincere and honest question, not one asked with an ulterior motive. And 
so Jesus answered plainly. 
 In the tradition of Moses and the prophets Jesus simply said.  “The first is, ‘Hear O Israel: 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”   
 Then Jesus went on to say: “The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.’ 
 It is as simple and as hard as that.  If we truly love God, we will love that which God 
loves, all of creation, human and animal, land, sea and air.  All of the prophets from Moses, 
through Micah to Jesus had said the same, perhaps in slightly different words.  What does God 
require of you?   How do we love God, do justice love neighbor, care for the creation and 
nurture ourselves?  The answer will be different for each of us.  We each have different 
opportunities to show love, different people we encounter, different challenges in our lives. 
 If we love God, do justice, love neighbor, care for the creation and ourselves and if we 
do it well it will be a full-time job.  If we do it consistently, if we do it in spite of all obstacles, 
then we will not be far from the kingdom of God.  We will know as did those ancient Israelites, 
that it is well with us.  We will be a blessing and we will be blessed. 
 
 


