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Sunday
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I
Followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult 
Forums

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
With  music, church school & child 
care.  Followed by coffee/fellowship

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with 
incense)

Tuesday
7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation

Wednesday
10:00 am  Eucharist and Holy 
Unction (Prayers for Healing)

Last month our vestry had a lively conversation around 
the question of the Church’s involvement in politics. 
It became apparent to all of us that there is no simple 
answer to this question. But some things became clear 

for us.

Are Christians prohibited from political action?

What is a church’s legal standing as a 501(c)3 Not-for-Profit re-
ligious institution: what’s allowed, what’s prohibited? The reality 
is somewhat different than common assumptions about our legal 
and constitutional status.

The Constitution prohibits the State (both the national State and 
individual states) from establishing any form of religion as the 
official religion of the State (or states).

On the other hand, the First Amendment to the Constitution pro-
tects free speech, including religious speech. “Protected Speech” is, 
in constitutional terms, more than speaking words. Constitution-
ally protected speech includes actions as expressions of ideas and 
beliefs made concrete; “action” is “speaking”.

501(c)3 non-profit institutions are tax-exempt, with one proviso: 
we cannot support or oppose specific candidates for election by 
name. The flip side of this is that any 501(c)3 entity can oppose 
what such candidates represent through their words and deeds as 
long as the candidates themselves are not named or identified.

The bottom line is that any individual or faith community can 
engage in political activities with that one exception.

And many do. I sit on the board of the Faith Action Network. 
FAN is an inter-religious, political organization, and is the succes-
sor organization to the Washington Association of Churches and 
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Cover photo: Altar Flowers by Bert Speir

Flowers, the jewels in God’s crown - the 
raiment of His creation. How else do we 
express love, but with flowers? As a child, 
exploring the fields and forests around 

our farm in Oregon, I would bring home fists 
full of tiger lilies, Queen Anne’s Lace, wild iris, 
wild currant, daisies, and California poppies, for 
my mother. My high school prom required an 
orchid for my date. Weddings and funerals are 
replete with flowers. Flowers are our medium of 
exchange for all that is meaningful in our lives.

The delicate blossoms, for a day or a few short 
weeks, burst with pure, unbounded color and 
fragrance, calling to the birds and insects to come 
and partake of their beauty, so that they can just 
turn around and do it all over again. Such  
extravagance! 

When we gather each Sunday to commune with 
each other, in the presence of God, the author of 
all creation, what else could we offer that would 
express better our appreciation and reverence for 
His wondrous glory?

Yes, smell the roses. They are very fine indeed.

Albert
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Every Sunday we gather together to remind ourselves of God’s presence. We follow a set of 
rituals that help us focus on that which, in itself, is quite incomprehensible. Through the use of 
different symbolic accoutrements our attention is brought to the One who makes it all possi-
ble. And at the same time, our offerings communicate back to God, our reverence and  

devotion.

In the midst of all of this, for every celebration throughout the church year (with the 
exception of Lent and Advent) there is a vase of fresh flowers adorning our worship 
space. The purity of form and the extravagant richness of color along with their ready 
accessibility, make these blossoms the perfect thank offering for God’s perfect gift to us.

The Episcopal Church, in its collective and historical wisdom, provides different peo-
ple for different jobs. Flower people are no exception. These people belong to our altar 
guilds, those responsible for our worship settings, the vessels, linens, candles, and flow-

ers and other appointments. St. Augustine’s current altar guild consists of 4 rotating teams that ply their 
talents each week. Each team has their special flower person. Of course, there always has to be an excep-
tion to the rule. Team 1, lead by Frank Shirbroun, does their flower arranging by committee, all members 
equally gifted. The rest turn to their specialists for their extra special talents. Susan Campbell Sandri, 
Carole Tyson, and Sue Idso are the flower ladies plus team 1 that help make our time in church blooming 
wonderful.

What makes a flower person who they are? Susan and Carole claim a family heritage. Susan’s grandfather, 
Johann Heinrich Eggers, was from a family of flower farmers in Bremen, Germany. 
He moved to the U.S. after WWI, to help reduce the burden of support for his family 
of 5 siblings. He began importing cyclamen and later became a landscape designer for 
mansions in the Hollywood hills. Carole’s great-grandfather emigrated from Ireland 
and worked the landscapes of Seattle. Her great-aunt Babe had a floral shop at the old 
Frederick & Nelson’s in downtown Seattle. She remembers 
with fondness, being given permission, as a little girl, to 
pick the pansies in the family gardens.

Susan was born in Hawaii, where there is an abundance of flowers, but as a 
Navy family, they didn’t stay long. About 1964, the Campbells moved back to 
Hawaii for a few years. During that time, her mother took a class in 

Bloomin’ Good
by John Waide and Albert Rose



 Japanese flower arranging. “It was the first time in my life that I realized 
that there could be more to arranging flowers than just sticking them in a 
vase,” she confessed. Susan was trained by her mother, Trudy, who was a 
member of many altar guilds across the country, including St. Augustine’s. 
She has never worked as a professional floral designer, but has provided ar-
rangements for many special occasions, such as her son Daniel’s wedding, 
and her mother’s funeral.

Carole, seeking relief from the daily grind as an office secretary in the mid 
1990’s, took a class in floral design, and fell in love with it. When her office job came to an end, she took 
up floral work to fill the gap. She got her certification from South Seattle Community College, worked 
with Linda’s Flowers, West Seattle, for a couple of years, and opened her own cottage business, From The 
Heart Floral Design in 1996. She let her business license lapse in 2010, but continues to do church events 
on a volunteer basis.

The flowers themselves come from a variety of sources, but mostly they come from private local gardens. 
Sue Idso and her husband Marv have a 5 acre farm with ¼ acre devoted to flowers and vegetables.  
Susan and Carole each have prolific gardens, as do other members of the altar guild and congregation 
who contribute from their abundance. Carole often “warns” me (Albert) that she will be harvesting salal 
from my yard for greenery. During the deepest winter months, when our local gardens are pretty much 
asleep, flowers are purchased from local sources, such as Flowers By the Bay, in Freeland, or one of the 
Island grocery stores.

Working with flowers has proven to be a deep spiritu-
al experience for all these involved. Sue appreciates the 
flower’s leading, what God is showing her through the 
flower’s presence. Susan finds the solitude in church, 
when she is preparing the flowers, a sacred time, both a 
time for reflection, and a time for singing. Carole looks 
on her garden as her second church. Flowers, for Carole, 
are a symbol of resurrection: “they sleep in the ground 
all winter, and burst forth with beauty and life in the 
spring.”

And consider Jesus’ words in admonishing his followers 
with “consider the lilies of the field, not even Solomon in 
all of his glory was clothed as one of these1”. Yes, the Rose 
of Sharon2 brings us so very close to our God and our 
salvation. Thank you, flower people, for your sharing.

1. And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. Matthew 6:27-29 (NIV)
2. I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. Song of Songs 2:1-3 (NIV)



Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: April

Those April showers they bring the flowers that bloom in May.” I think we’re all praying 
the lyrics of that famous song come to fruition early this year. One thing is certain – Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter are right around the corner, and we could use some good 

old Pacific Northwest mild, warm, and sunny weather to top off our Lenten focus. There will be 
only two adult forums during April this year, with none scheduled for Palm Sunday or Easter. First, 
Bev Babson will continue our series on Famous Women in the Christian Church with a compelling 
presentation on St. Bridget of Kildare. On the last Sunday in April, Dick Hall will talk to us about 
a very important and timely subject discussed at the most recent Diocesan Convention, to wit, Fos-
sil Fuel Divestment.

Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters are listed below:

6 April – St. Bridget of Kildare. Bridget of Kildare was born about 450 AD into a Druid family. 
She was the daughter of Dubhthach, the court poet to King Loeghaire. At an early age, she decided 
to become a Christian, and she eventually took vows as a nun. Together with a group of other wom-
en, she established a nunnery in Kildare. She was later joined by a community of monks. Bridget 
subsequently founded the double monastery at Kildare around 470 AD and became its abbess. In 
that capacity, she participated in several Irish councils. Her influence on the policies of the Church 
of Ireland was considerable. Many stories of her younger days deal with her generosity toward the 
needy. Bev Babson will discuss this remarkable woman, her history, legends, and miracles.

13 April – Palm Sunday. No adult forum is scheduled.

20 April – Easter Sunday. No adult forum scheduled.

27 April – Fossil Fuel Divestment. This power point presentation sponsored by the Greening 
Committee is intended to encourage a parish discussion about divestment from fossil fuel compa-
nies. The 2013 Diocesan Convention requested the Board of Directors of the Diocese to implement 
a plan to divest from direct ownership of stocks in fossil fuel companies and to refrain from further 
acquisition of these equities. Why divest? We have a Biblical mandate to care for all of God’s cre-
ation. Today the earth,“our island home,” is threatened by the excessive burning of carbon or fossil 
fuels, and humans are the only species who can change the environment. Together, we will explore 



the human causes for climate change, the resulting damages and the moral or prophetic call to mit-
igate or prevent more extreme damages to our island home. The collision pitting the Biblical moral 
responsibility to take action to save God’s creation and the economic power of the fossil fuel compa-
nies is where the rubber hits the road. Dick Hall presents.

52nd Annual Trash & Treasure Sale  
April 26th from 9 AM - 2 PM! 

Please take a close look at those sheds, garage shelves, back corners of cupboards and closets to 
start collecting items for donation. We welcome items such as decorative items, tools, toys, 
small appliances, linens, dishes and glassware, pots and pans, jewelry, pictures and frames, 

luggage, lamps, plants, baked goods, cookies, cakes, pies and treasures of all kinds. Small furniture 
pieces are welcome, but we cannot handle larger pieces. No clothing, exercise equipment, or old 
electronic equipment. Items may be dropped off beginning on Monday, April 21st. 

Volunteer opportunities abound! Look for further announcements in coming weeks and sign-up 
sheets in the narthex on Sunday mornings. 

For further information, please contact Laura Colton, (707) 888-3568, lauracolton@yahoo.com or 
Rebecca Reid, (360) 678-7081.

Preparations are underway for our

mailto:lauracolton@yahoo.com


Across 
3. The College for _____________ Development is a worthwhile experience. 
8. St.___________ became the first Archbishop of Canterbury in the year 597 C.E. 
9. ________derives its name from a Latin word meaning ‘completion’. 
12. The Feast of St. George is celebrated on ______ 23rd. 
13. The Diocese of Northern ________ is the smallest diocese with less than 2000 members 
(Wikipedia). 
15. This year Easter is on a _______. 
16. Melissa _______ is the new Bishop of New Westminster, British Columbia. 
17. The Mission Sunday Offering for May 2014 is Time ____________.

Down 
1. Our Parish Chancellor is Laura _______. 
2. Our parish picnic will be on _____________ 10th. 
4. More than half of the members of the Anglican Communion live on the continent of ______. 
5. The Mission Sunday Offering (MSO) for June is Good ______. 
6. Bishop Greg Rickel will visit St. Augustine’s on _____ 20th. 
7. St. Augustine’s will have a “Ministry Fair” on the 7th of _____________. 
10. Melahn and David will soon return to Whidbey Island from their winter home in ______, FL. 
11. It’s hard to believe that St. ______ Episcopal Church is actually six miles closer to St. A’s than 
St. Stephen’s. 
14. Our next round of Cottage Meals is scheduled in the month of _____.

St A’s Crossword
by Ron St.George

This puzzle is interactive. Just 
type in your selections.

Answers are found on page 9
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M S O
Mission Sunday Offering April2014

Pregnancy Aid provides a number of resources to young families and women - Including but 
not limited to car seats, diapers, formula, baby food, maternity and baby/ children’s clothing. 
We also do free pregnancy testing and have a small library of information for new & ex-

pecting parents. We do not have any income guidelines or other requirements for the families that 
we donate to; If you need help, we help in whatever we can. Most items are donated to us. We use 
monetary donations to keep diapers, formula and baby food on hand as well as nursing supplies for 
new moms.

Andrea Van Houten

Managing Director - Pregnancy Aid, Whidbey Island 

858-361-7876

Pregnancy Aid

Crossword  Answers 
for page 10

Across

 3. Congregational

 8. Augustine

 9. Compline

12. April

13. Michigan

15. Sunday

16. Skelton

17. Together

Down

 1. Valente

 2. August

 4. Africa

 5. Cheer

 6. July

 7. September

10. Orlando

11. Paul’s (Port Townsend)

14. May



The Seattle/St. Petersburg Sister Churches Program is celebrating its 25th Anniversary this 
year and hopes to acknowledge this by not only sending an official delegation to St. Pe-
tersburg but also to produce a “souvenir” booklet of reminiscences, stories, anecdotes and 

photos of previous visits (not a chronological history of events). For many years our sister church has 
been St. Nicolas Cathedral in Pavlosk, near St. Petersburg, and all our visiting groups from St. Au-
gustine’s have enjoyed the warm hospitality of Father Valery and his family. I am sure that many of 
our church members who have made these trips to Russia over the years have some warm or funny 
stories that they would like to share. The contact person for this publishing project is Sr. Charlotte 
VanDyke. Please send your materials to Sr. Charlotte at charlotte.vandyke@yahoo.com. She would 
like to have all the material by June as we hope to publish in October!

I am really hoping that the St. Augustine’s travelers will be forthcoming 
with some good stories and memories! 
 
Diane Divelbess

REMEMBERING

RUSSIA

Nigel Taber-Hamilton (right) 
and friend

mailto:charlotte.vandyke@yahoo.com


The Beauty of God’s Creation; Our Legacy

We need to find God, and He cannot be found in 
noise and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. 
See how nature - trees, flowers, grass - grows in 
silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how 
they move in silence... We need silence to be able 
to touch souls.
Mother Teresa

Yosemite Falls at Night Photograph by Andrew Coffing, courtesy of the National Geographic Society



Bird of the Month
Contributed by Craig and Joy Johnson



Protecting Whidbey Island Whidbey Camano Land Trust
“The mission of the Whidbey Camano Land Trust is to protect our Islands’ most important natural 
habitats, scenic vistas, and working farms and forests in partnership with landowners and our island 
communities.”

This is the 30th Anniversary of the Whidbey Camano Land Trust. Thirty years ago volunteers 
formed the land trust to protect the views and trail along Ebey’s Bluff. Since then the trust has 
protected 72 properties, totaling more than 7,200 acres. The trust is growing but always needs new, 
working members. During 2014 there will be many events to celebrate the anniversary; keep track 
by going to the website at: http://www.wclt.org

Preserving Saratoga Woods
Several years ago, a small group of dedicated com-
munity members spearheaded an effort to purchase 
and save Saratoga Woods from clear-cutting and a 
big housing development. This parcel of land now 
belongs to the county and is under the protective 
guardianship of Whidbey Camano Land Trust. It 
has truly become a community treasure – a restful, 
meditative place where everyone can hike its trails 
and marvel at the old growth trees and colorful 
flora.

However, like all land preserves, Saratoga Woods 
requires maintenance and care for its sustainability 
and public attractiveness. Our job, as members of 
this community, is to appreciate this gift of nature 
and be caretakers of its well being.

Consequently, the parish Greening Committee, in 
partnership with Whidbey Camano Land Trust 
and other Greening Congregations on South 
Whidbey, will celebrate our second annual ecu-
menical work party at Saratoga Woods Preserve 
on Saturday 26 April from 9:30AM to 12:30PM. 

We will be removing invasive plants (mostly Scotch Broom) and cleaning up the parking lot. We 
hope you will join us as active, enthusiastic volunteer stewards of this wonderful example of God’s 
creation. Please bring your garden gloves, water bottles, and cutting or weeding tools. The trust will 
provide some tools as well, including weed wrenches. Refreshments (coffee, juice, and snacks ) will 
be available, courtesy of our trust partners.

http://www.wclt.org


Earth & Ocean Month
April is Earth & Ocean Month on Whidbey Island! For several years we celebrated Earth Day here 
on the island on the Saturday closest to Earth Day (the exact day each year is April 22). On that 
Saturday many organizations, including churches, gathered at Bayview with tables and booths de-
scribing their various environmental and creation care programs, activities, publications, etc. There 
were games and other activities for children; a large gathering of the participants formed a circle 
outlining 350; a photo of that was taken from the top of the Cash Store and published in the news-
paper each year. “350” represented the parts per million of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, a level 
that should not be exceeded if we were to avoid the adverse consequences of global warming (unfor-
tunately, we have already exceeded that limit). 

Last year the coordinating committee for Earth Day on Whidbey decided to expand this celebra-
tion to encompass the entire month of April, and called it Earth & Ocean Month. This effort, led 
by Goosefoot and several other organizations, collected descriptions of the activities and events of a 
wide range of organizations. They developed a colorful poster and flyer giving a picture of what was 
happening on Whidbey Island related to the environment and care for creation. 

The 2014 poster and flyer will be out soon (it will be posted on the Greening Committee’s bulletin 
board at the church, and available on the church website). There is also a website that will provide 
more detailed descriptions, dates/times/locations, of all these events. Go to: <whidbeyearthday.com> 

Two events for Earth & Ocean Month sponsored by St. Augustine’s are: participation in an ecu-
menical work party with the Whidbey Camano Land Trust on April 26; the Fossil Fuel Divestment 
& Church Policy program at our adult forum on Sunday, April 27.

Environmental Film Series 
In the third in this environmental film series, “Going Green”, the PBS documentary provides an innovative new 
approach to educating people about the environment and sustainability. The program presents the tools needed 
to not only learn about the environment but also to mobilize ourselves to tackle the hard work of creating greener, 
more prosperous and sustainable worlds. The Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Freeland is presenting this 
series of four films this spring as part of the mission of the greening congregations on South Whidbey. 

“Going Green” will be shown on Friday, April 25, at 6:30 pm at the Congregation’s new, and very green, facility 
located on Highway 525 north of downtown Freeland.

http://whidbeyearthday.com


the Lutheran Public Policy Office. FAN’s slogan — “A partnership for the Common Good” – re-
flects its inter-religious and ecumenical identity (“Partnership”) and its central work (“for the com-
mon good”) of advocacy in the public arena, especially with regard to our elected representatives. 

FAN and our diocese are two of the co-sponsors of I-594, the “Washington Universal Background 
Checks for Gun Purchases Initiative.” This is the initiative that I put out the signature sheets for last 
year.

This year FAN and our partner organizations (including Catholic Community Services) have been 
very successful in our lobbying efforts in Olympia. FAN sponsored one bill (on preventing human 
trafficking) and supported a number of issues represented by bills brought by legislators, as well as 
action taken by our governor (suspending the death penalty). All have passed.

And FAN is supported, in part, by 76 “Advocating Congregations” (Langley United Methodist is 
just such a congregation).  Advocating Congregations commit to partnering with the other Advocat-
ing Congregations and with the Faith Action Network staff for more effective advocacy. 

An Advocating Congregation 

• Endorses the view that justice work is part of every Christian’s religious calling, 

• Communicates with elected officials about critical social issues, 

• Advocates for a more just and sustainable world

All can; some do, should we?

So when it comes to Christians and politics all can, some do. The next logical question is “should 
we”? This question came up for your vestry because it has been suggested we approve putting out a 
signature sheet for another initiative, similar to the way such sheets were put out to support I-594 
(Background checks for gun purchases at gun shows and for on-line and private sales). As noted, 
our diocese co-sponsored this initiative.

Part of the answer must surely come from asking the question “was Jesus political?”

Was Jesus Political?

Certainly Jesus’ ministry was not about establishing a political kingdom. Jesus said, “My kingdom 
is not of this world” (John 18:36). On one occasion, Jesus perceived that a group of people were go-
ing to try and make Him a King. So He hid from them on a mountain (John 6:15). “On the other 
hand,” says Andrew Sandlin in Jesus and Politics, “it would be totally in error to hold that Jesus’ life 
and teaching had nothing to do with politics. All to the contrary, a politics that does not issue from 
a proper understanding of Jesus’ teaching will be a seriously misguided — and ultimately dangerous 
— politics.” 

Notes from Nigel: continued from page 2



The thrust of Christ’s ministry was transformation. His message was a spiritual one. But it was a 
spiritual message that, when applied to all of life as he intended, results in something nothing less 
than revolutionary. Indeed, Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, but that doesn’t mean it wasn’t 
meant to pervade the world and transform it.

For example, much of what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount had (and has) considerable po-
litical ramifications. The beatitudes are replete with such. “Those who mourn” are not simply reflecting 
on their own transgressions against God; the text is calling them to involvement in the social arena “in 
the struggle of blacks for true equality, the plight of underpaid workers, pollution of our natural re-
sources, education, ethical problems in politics, medicine, and business, and other contemporary prob-
lems — just as Christians were formerly active in the war against slavery, child labor, lack of freedom 
of the press, and immorality. We should mourn for such things. And we should mourn deeply enough 
to do something about them.” (Sermon by the Rev. Dr. James Montgomery Boice, formerly the senior 
pastor of the historic Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia PA).

The beatitudes also proclaim as blessed “those who hunger and thirst for what is right”. This is 
more than “righteousness” in the sense of appropriate religious practice. In Hebrew culture, people 
thought far more about the community than they did about the individual. Righteousness was not 
primarily about one’s personal relationship with God; it was the standard for right relationships be-
tween people. Living righteously is having a passion for a righteous, a just society.  That’s why we’re 
told to be salt: the salt for that society. 

The biblical list goes on: turning the other cheek, lauding one that the dominant culture considered 
a hated enemy (the Good Samaritan), condemning the cultural and religious authorities of the day. 
All are political acts perpetrated by or endorsed by Jesus.

Evangelist Billy Graham once described the early Christians in this way: “Christianity grew because 
its adherents were not silent. They said, ‘We cannot but speak the things we have seen and heard’. 
Nor did they stop with expressing the great faith they had found. They stormed against the evils of 
their day until the very foundations of decadent Rome [were challenged].”

So, was Jesus political? Yup, he was. While the fundamental nature of his message was unequivocal-
ly religious, it was also unequivocally – and unavoidably – political.

If Jesus was political then where does that leave us?  

Your vestry was clear that party-political activity (even if it did not involve specific electoral candi-
dates) was out of bounds; such activity would be divisive for our community and would not reflect 
our values as a community committed to inclusion.

Our vestry conversation also revealed a desire to have a clear-cut answer. On one level we felt that 



we could get some clarity at the extremes. A “yes, we should allow all those things that fall in the 
political realm of our lives to be introduced into our common life” or a “no, we should not allow 
anything that appears to be political”; that could solve our dilemma. In part this was attractive 
because any other way forward necessarily means a lot more work on our part when presented with 
requests that appear to have political overtones.

However, we came to recognize that the easy way is not the right way. For one thing, we already 
engage in overt political activity within and outside our community: the Episcopal Peace Fellowship 
is all about non-violent engagement with our violent culture; our Greening identity is taking a polit-
ical stance about how our world should be treated by our culture; our proclamation of inclusion for 
all– and our acting on that proclamation – is taking a political stance toward our culture about how 
it should treat each human being. Some of us advocate in Olympia on behalf of our congregation 
and denomination. We cannot reject political action without rejecting these things.

What next?

What we are now exploring as a vestry is a way to ask questions of issues and requests put before us 
that will help us decide whether or not such things are appropriate to be shared within our parish 
family. One way to do this is to ask this question: “is there an abiding Christian interest in topic/
issue X?” Do we have an ethical or moral position about the topic or issue? For example, both our 
Jewish heritage (through the 10 Commandments) and Jesus’ own words oppose the killing of an-
other individual. Christians in general and our faith community in particular therefore have an 
abiding interest with regard to the continued existence or ending of the death penalty in our cul-
ture.

This is not necessarily an easy process. For instance, what should Christians say about the labeling 
of genetically modified foods? Is there an abiding Christian interest in labeling? While it is possi-
ble to argue “yes” (from our stewardship of God’s creation, should we “mess” with the genetic code 
of plants? What, next, will we seek to alter?) it is also possible to argue “no” (changing the genetic 
makeup of a plant might be good if the consequences of that change mean better, more abundant 
food for the hungry – why, therefore, is it relevant to label such foods differently?).

That we – your vestry – are having this conversation is good; it is reflective of a desire to be thought-
ful and engaged in our culture in ways that promote responsible Christian stewardship and ethical 
behavior.

Our invitation to you is to share in this conversation. We will be better for it, and your vestry will 
have a clearer understanding of how we should proceed on your behalf when questions with politi-
cal overtones come to us in the future.

God’s blessings be with you,

Nigel



B I R T H D A Y S A N N I V E R S A R I E SA P R I L

Vestry Recap
March 20, 2014 St. Augustine’s vestry meets regularly on the third 

Thursday of the month. This latest synopsis of your 
governing board’s deliberations is here for your perus-
al. Meetings are open for congregational attendance.

 1. Cindy Philistine

 3. Derek Steele, Genevieve Nyerges

 5. Dennis Gregoire, Harry Sander

 7. Nigel Taber-Hamilton, Ken & Lynda   
 Anderson

 9. Amy Picco

 10. Nancy Paris

 11. Gloria Kohler

 12. Melahn Murphy & David Nakagawa

 16. Kathryn Beaumont, Keith Fleming

17.  Jack & Pandora Halstead

18.  Gary Rickert

 20. Ava Levit

 21. Gilbert Nyerges

 23. Evangivaldo Santana

 26. Trisha Mathenia

 27. Jill Van Heusen

 28. Matt Idso

 29. Carole Hansen, Mike Picco

 30. Christina & Rich Parker

Ballot Initiative 1329: The vestry was requested to post this initiative, which petitions that corporations 
not be treated as “people” as is the case under present statute and court rulings (e.g. Citizens United.) After 
considerable discussion, it is the sense of the vestry that this has a number of ramifications: policy, what we 
stand for as Christians.  Two of the members volunteered to form a working group to consider the matter 
and report back at the next meeting.

Amended By-laws: The vestry approved posting for parish review.  Final approval must take place by the 
June meeting.

Congregation Assessment Tool: Bert Speir is spearheading the program and is writing a comprehensive 
overview of what needs to be done to implement it.

Parking: Fr. Nigel will ask our realtor to look into the possibility of acquiring more land; expanded parking 
options as of now are very limited.

Safeguarding God’s People: The Diocese has agreed to a May 31st date for this workshop, here on the 
Island.

Ceiling Tiles: The vestry viewed the contractor’s solution to sagging tiles, which is to use white screws and 
washers.  They are barely visible unless one examines them closely.

Font: Arts & Aesthetics will select the stumps from Fr. Bill’s house that will be used.  Once split and 
trimmed the wood will need to be dried in a wood kiln.



St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods 
Recycles!

The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw 
away as trash can be recycled and remanufactured.  

Bring those empty cartridges to church and put 
them in one of our collection boxes.

St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up to 
$4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge that has 
a print head, regardless of the brand or type. 
Remember: Put the cartridge in the original 
box that you would have thrown away after 
it has been replaced to keep it safe from 

damages and spills, or a Ziploc bag.

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING 
congregation!

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in 
the Fireside Room

Thank You!

HELP 
WANTED

REPORTER/CORRESPONDENT  
for The Light.  Pay  is  high  in 
satisfaction and notoriety.  Work from 
home and telecommunicate.  Training 
available for the right candidate.  
Good communication skills required.  
Knowledge of Microsoft word helpful.  
Talk to Albert for details 360-331-4997

DRAWING
LESSONS
THROUGH OUR WHIDBEY 

ISLAND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
CENTER/OLD BAYVIEW SCHOOL

Taught by Albert Rose. See Albert or Rich 
Parker, Center Director, for dates and times.

email: arose@albertrose.com, phone 360-331-4997

Non-perk lot  
in the greater Freeland area. 

Please contact Ann Fruechte at 331-4355  
or annfruechte@msn.com.

WANTED



Early spring bloomer, 

festooned in white ornaments, 

its flowers dazzle.

photograph by Mark Turner © used by permission http://nativeplantwildlifegarden.com/

Indian Plum
by Elizabeth Davis

http://nativeplantwildlifegarden.com/
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