L ght

The

Aug/Sept

2013

summer-y

JUNE JULY AUGUST

St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods Episcopal Church, Freeland, WA

St Augustine’s in-the-Woods Episcopal Church

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sunday

8:00 am Eucharist Rite I

followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult
Forums

Notes from Albert

N

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II

With music, church school & child
care. Followed by coffee/fellowship

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong
(with incense)

igel is in England with our J2A pilgrims, so this month’s
Tuesday
notes are from your editor.

7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation

It’s been 2 months since we’ve seen The Light (so to
speak.) Before we plunge into the maelstrom of our Fall activities, Wednesday
10:00 am Eucharist and Holy
I thought it would be good medicine to step back, draw a deep
Unction (Prayers for Healing)
breath, and take stock of some of what’s happened since the first
of June.
I’ve been particularly impressed with how full our nave has been
each Sunday. Many of those filling the pews have been visitors,
family, and friends on vacation. But we also continue to grow.
Our church keeps us busy, for sure. But our personal lives are full
too. And, in so many cases, they are one and the same. It’s this
inter-relational mix that is so magical. We support each other in
our trials, and we rejoice with each other’s triumphs.
This issue is a summary of the summer, or a summer-y. Take a
look at what some of us have been up to. We’ve had a beautiful
summer, long sunny and warm days. Just the kind of weather to
get things done, or be lazy. Whatever suits your fancy.
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a summer-y
E

ach of us has a story to tell about this summer. Many of us have many
stories. Too many, I dare say, for these pages, but here’s a small sample
of what happened these last sunny months.

N

ew homes seem to be in vogue. The Rob and Kate Anderson’s, above
left, 3865 Saratoga, are on schedule for a late September occupancy.
Gary and Kathryn Rickert, and Coal, above right, 5860 Cole’s Road, are
just getting started. They won’t be moving in for several months. Nigel and
Rachel Taber-Hamilton are just getting settled in their new home in Clinton.

A

fter a year of prodigious fund raising, our J2A youth made it off to a grande time in merry olde
England.
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F

amily reunions are big. 37
plus dogs and cats at Carole
Tyson’s.

A

lbert Rose’s doin’s at new found
cousins’ on East Harbor was
almost as big.

O

ccasionally the tide in
Saratoga Passage gets
low enough that Baby Island
becomes part of Whidbey
Island and one can walk
between the two. Early in
July, Diana Klein organized
and Barbara Strom hosted a
Baby Island day of hiking,
potluck picnic, and historical
talk, with tales of smugglers,
rum-runners, and Holmes
Harbor freezing over. You
had to have been there.
The green knoll in the upper photo is Baby Island looking North.
Looking South from the same
location shows Barbara Strom’s
house in the center of the bottom
right photo. The individual in the
orange shorts is Bob Green.
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T

his summer has been marvelous for growing things. Mary Green
has expressed unexpurgated delight in her tomatoes, kale, and
worm bin. They all have a nice symbiotic relationship.

A

nd, of course, 
weddings. To the far

left we have Daniel Sandri
and wife Kelly, making
their home in Missouri,
far from parents Kevin and
Susan. Nearer to the left is
Kim Underwood Jones and
Joe. They may be a long
ways from their parents,
but they are closer to us in
Coupeville.

Joy Kosola Johnson
Craig Johnson

M

eet Craig and Joy. They are newcomers to St.
Augustine’s. Craig is an artist and Joy a writer.
Together they have produced and published several
books on local birds. Our Greening Committee commissioned the poster on the following page.
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Commitment &Solidarity

A

William Seth Adams

my Donohue was born and raised on the upper west side of
Chicago, Illinois, in a neighborhood called Austin. Part of an
Irish Catholic family, she was schooled and in some measure
raised by the Sisters of Providence, a Roman Catholic order of educators. Amy was taught in elementary and secondary school by Sisters
of Providence. When she finished high school, at age 17, she chose to
join the order. She did her undergraduate degree at the St. Mary of the Woods College in western
Indiana, very near Terre Haute. With her degree in Home Economics in hand, she went into the
world, Sr. Amy SP, to teach school in Chicago, returning after a time to the Mother House to look
after the Sisters in retirement.
Certainly her parents, Daniel and Bernice Donohue were the primary factors in her formation but it
is equally certain that the Sisters of Providence were very close behind. And now, quite a few years
later, Amy continues to manifest the gifts and perspectives that were given expression and enriched
by the good direction and encouragement of the Sisters.
The Sisters of Providence were founded by Mother Theodore Guerin in 1840 in St. Mary of the
Woods, Indiana. The story of the order’s founding is a complex and very interesting one, readily
available on the Sisters’ website www.spsmw.org. Committed to a faithful life expressing justice,
love and mercy, the order exemplified and continues to exemplify the fiber and texture of the ministry of Mother Theodore. She is now St. Mother Theodore, having been canonized by the Roman
Catholic Church on October 15, 2006.
On Sunday, September 15, Amy and I will become Associates of the Sisters of Providence, a process
we began formally a year ago, but something that we have pondered for a good deal longer than
that. The process of becoming Associates begins with an application to the people who head the
Associates program, attending an inaugural meeting along with other applicants and being assigned
a Companion. Our Companion is Lorraine Kirker Providence Associate, someone who lives on the
island and is deeply involved not only with the Sisters but also with her home parish, St. Hubert’s,
Langley. She has been with us at St. Augustine’s a number of times.
Over the past year, Lorraine has guided our study and been involved in countless rewarding conversations over our dining room table. [Our bargain with her was if she’d be our Companion, we’d
feed her.] She is a friend for life!
Our action of becoming Providence Associates will occur at St. Augustine’s on September 15 at 9:15
a.m., between the morning liturgies. As Providence would have it, Sr. Diane Mason, Director, and
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Debbie Dillow, Assistant Director of the Associates program will be at St. Augustine’s for the occasion. They will receive our commitment and recognize us as newly minted Associates.
For Amy, this event will in some measure “close the circle.” She left the Order in 1979, though the
Order’s legacy in her has been active all along. In 2014, she will celebrate 50 years since entering
the Order and she and I will return to “the Woods” for that occasion. Though she left the active
life of a Sister long ago, she continues to have many friends and “classmates” in the Order, many in
roles of leadership. Our visits back to the Mother House have invariably been characterized by the
warmest of welcome. And the fact that she is the bearer of priestly ordination is something both
she and her sister Sisters cherish very much!
For me, becoming an Associate is an act of solidarity. Firstly, it is a time to stand with my dear wife
and promise with her to continue a life committed to justice, love and mercy, a time to commit
ourselves to the faithful ministry made clear to us in the work of the Sisters of Providence.
It is also, and secondly, a time for me as an ordained male to stand with Religious Women at a time
when they are under siege from the Catholic hierarchy. In this regard, Amy and I will be standing
together, in solidarity with each other and with the women in the Catholic Church whose ministries represent the compassionate life and actions that Our Lord require of us all.
Please join us at St. Augustine’s on September 15, 9:15 a.m. This is important to us, and you all are
important to us. The life of justice, love and mercy is one we share.
Book Review

Tolkien’s Ordinary Virtues: Exploring the Spiritual Themes of
The Lord of the Rings by Mark Eddy Smith
CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform (December 21, 2001)

Reviewed by Barbara Tennis

T

olkien fans note: this wonderful easy-to-read book takes you
through the virtuous development of the characters in The Lord
of the Rings. You will find yourself reconnecting with these great characters and thinking about how these virtues apply to your life. If you
aren’t familiar with The Lord of the Rings, this may be a good prelude
to discovering the wonders Tolkein has given us in his epic tale.
(From the publisher) Each of us – even the most simple – is called to a
journey. We may be asked to leave behind everything we have grown
dependent on. And when this is the case, the tale of Frodo and his friends offers hope that we will
be given the strength and the help we need to overcome every obstacle and defeat every foe. This
book will help you find the way.
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Book Review

On Holiday with God: Making Your Own Retreat–
A Companion and Guide by Sue Pickering
Norwich, UK: Canterbury Press, 2012, 146 pages
Reviewed by Teresa Di Biase

S

ummer is a traditional vacation time; why not consider

God?
Sue Pickering, an Anglican priest, poet, and spiritual director,
has written an outstanding guide for anyone contemplating a
personal retreat, especially if you’ve never had that experience.
Starting with signs that may be pointing to the need for “a
holiday with God,” Pickering then takes up common questions
and concerns, such as “Isn’t going away on retreat selfish?” and
“What will I do all day?” A chapter, “Making the Most of Your
Time with God,” introduces the practice of gazing contemplatively, praying with Scripture imaginatively and using the Lectio divina approach, and making use of tools such as keeping a spiritual
journal. In the chapter, “Setting Off and Settling In,” Pickering talks about dreaming and other
signs of the Spirit, as well as what to do when encountering resistance. She provides creative prayer
suggestions for starting the retreat and for developing a rhythm of morning, mid-day, evening, and
night prayer.
going on holiday with

The core of the book is a series of themed resources, each offering a different focus for the retreat.
Using an image from a typical vacation destination or activity, such as “on the water” or “facing the
unexpected,” each theme is linked to a Gospel story and highlights a particular aspect of the spiritual journey – for example developing trust, growing in intimacy, or opening to healing. Retreatants
are invited to select one theme and engage with it during their holiday, by praying with the biblical
passage and reflecting on related questions and stories. Pickering encourages the use of different
senses in her suggested activities to deepen understanding and appropriate meaning, and she is creative in tying it all together with opening and closing prayers of her own composition.
You don’t need to go far to spend a dedicated period of time with God. Two Benedictine monasteries, St. Placid’s Priory in Lacey and Our Lady of the Rock Monastery on Shaw Island, are delighted
to have overnight visitors. Closer to home, the non-sectarian Whidbey Institute in Clinton has
personal retreat cabins. Wherever you go (and even if you stay at home), take this wise book along,
and you’ll find your time with God all the richer.
On Holiday with God is available for checkout at the church library.
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InterfaithVigil of
Peace & Hope
T
Weldon Nisly

he 10th annual Whidbey Interfaith Vigil of Peace and
Hope will again be held at St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church. The event will begin at 3:00 on the afternoon of
October 12 and the speaker will be Seattle Mennonite pastor,
Weldon Nisly. Tom Ewell of the Whidbey Society of Friends provided the connection with Pastor Nisly and extended an invitation
to be the featured speaker at this year’s Interfaith Vigil. Weldon
Nisly has a compelling story to share. Following the Interfaith Vigil
service Pastor Nisly will be available for a Question and Answer
session in Campbell Hall.

Pastor Nisly was on a peace mission to Iraq in March of 2003 when the U.S. “Shock and Awe”
bombing began. As the peace group raced toward the Jordanian border on a shrapnel littered highway, a tire blew and the car overturned. Weldon Nisly and two other occupants were badly injured.
The accident happened near Rutba. The Rutba area was a Saddam Hussein center of support. It
was targeted in the initial U.S. bombing and the regional hospital destroyed. Despite Nisly having
the “face of the enemy” he and the other injured American were carefully taken from the car by an
Iraqi and transported to a garage serving as the “hospital.” The compassion of Iraqis saved Weldon’s
life. In 2010 Weldon returned to Rutba to give thanks and offer financial assistance. The thanks
were accepted, but the Iraqis said they only did what was right and financial reimbursement was
unnecessary.
This incident became the subject of a book, The Gospel of Rutba, War,
Peace and the Good Samaritan Story in Iraq. Reviewing the book
Archbishop Desmond Tutu writes, “The Gospel of Rutba illuminates
universal truth. In its pages you will stare into the soulful eyes of a foe
and recognize a friend ... The Good Samaritans and peacemakers of
Iraq are torchbearers leading humanity to higher ground .. In this new
light we can see the shared and sacred path.”
Karl Olson will once again provide music

11

Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: September

S

ummer is about to pass us by, and we await those halcyon days of early fall for which Whidbey Island is so famous. Thusfar, we have been blessed with plenty of sunshine, tolerable heat,
cool nights, and ubiquitous, gentle winds. From a meteorological standpoint, we could not
ask for more, other than it continue well into September. Hopefully, our Adult Forum Schedule
for September will be as appealing to the congregation as the weather. We kicked off August with
a special celebration of Kim Underwood and Joe Jones’ nuptials. Then, we continued our parallel
series on Early Christianity and Great Women of the Christian Church. As promised, we revisited
Mary Magdalene, and later in September, Frank Shirbroun will give us a special lecture on “Paul’s
Women.” There will also be two public service presentations in September, one on the Whidbey
General Hospital bond issue and the other on the Community Energy Challenge.
Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters/hosts are provided below:
1 September - The Acts of Thomas. The Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles resembled the ancient
Greek and Latin romances (novels). They use many of the same characteristics and concerns of the
romance genre - travels, disasters, wealth, beauty, sexual relations, and social life - but completely
turn them around. In these books, wealth and beauty are to be despised for the rewards of heaven. Social life, here, is to be spurned for the life of heaven. Sexual love is to be renounced for the
greater love of God. This paradoxical twisting of the romance genre can best be seen in the Acts of
Thomas. The narrative recounts the legend of how the apostle Thomas became a missionary and
spreads the gospel of Christ in far-off India. Ted Brookes presents.
8 September - The Acts of Paul & Thecla. One of the most popular apocryphal accounts from
Christian antiquity involved the conversion and exploits of Thecla of Asia Minor. Thecla was an
aristocratic woman who converted to the Christian faith through the preaching of Paul. She allegedly abandons her family, her home, and her fiance to follow Paul’s teachings of strict sexual
renunciation. The account forms a portion of the larger narrative known as the Acts of Paul. The
proto-orthodox church father Tertullian condemned it for its lax attitude toward the role of women
in the Christian church. Ted Brookes presents.
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15 September - Whidbey General Hospital Bond. On 5 November 2013, Whidbey Island
Public Hospital District will be asking voters to approve a 50 million dollar bond proposal to modernize and improve Whidbey General Hospital (WGH). The Bond will be used for the acquisition,
construction, remodeling, renovation, and equipping of improvements to the hospital, including
the construction of a new inpatient wing that will provide care for critical care, obstetric, and other medical and surgical patients. In the simplest terms, WGH’s current inpatient facilities do not
meet the standards of tomorrow for modern medical care. Please attend to learn more about this
important project and have any questions answered by WGH Chief Nursing Officer, Linda Gipson,
PhD, MSN, MBA, RN, NEA-BC, CLNC. Michele Renniger, Director, Community Outreach &
Prevention at WGH, will also attend and provide free Blood pressure testing in the Fireside Room
before and after the forum. Ted Brookes will host.
22 September - Paul’s Women: Lydia, Priscilla, Phoebe, and Junia. Contrary to some popular
estimates of the Apostle Paul, who is disparaged as being sexist in his writings, a careful reading of
New Testament texts which reference Paul demonstrates that he held women in high regard and
considered them his equal partners in spreading the gospel. This presentation highlights the work
of four women associated with Paul, some of whom Paul describes as a “co-worker” or an “apostle!”
A method of interpreting letters attributed to Paul will be proposed with a view to obtaining a more
or less consistent estimate of Paul’s view of the role of women in the church. Something will also be
said generally about the role of women in first century Mediterranean culture in order to show the
radical new importance and prominence of women in the ministry of Jesus and Paul. It will be left
to the attendees at this forum to decide what import this discussion has for the role of women in
our community and in the Episcopal/Anglican communion. Frank Shirbroun presents.
29 September - Community Energy Challenge. Whatcom County’s successful smart energy program, the Community Energy Challenge has arrived on Whidbey Island! Join Melody Kuschnereit, coordinator of the Sustainable Whidbey Coalition, to learn how you can find energy efficiency
opportunities, make a plan for energy saving action, get lower costs on projects, and receive 100%
quality assurance on all work with the Community Energy Challenge for your home, business, or
church. The Community Energy Challenge makes achieving energy efficiency as easy as possible
from start to finish. Each participating household and business is provided with quality information, a full energy assessment, a customized energy action plan detailing cost-effective measures,
assistance with utility and tax rebates, reliable contractors, and quality assurance. Melody will also
be providing some general “green tips” that promote sustainability, improve the environment, and
enhance life here on beautiful Whidbey Island. Ted Brookes will host.
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Mission Sunday Offering September 2013

S

Meals on Wheels

enior Services of Island County’s Meals on Wheels program consists of volunteers delivering hot and frozen meals three times a week to Island County Seniors, while at the same
time checking on the safety of those homebound seniors who may need further assistance.

The Meals on Wheels program began in 1960 through local churches. It then became ‘Extended
Services’ in 1962, (later named Senior Services) in order to provide nutritious meals for homebound seniors (age 60 and over) who are unable to prepare meals on their own. The program also
includes a temporary service for those returning from a hospital stay.
The program prepares meals to the nutritional standards set by the State, and mandated by the
‘Older Americans Act’ of 1965.
Meals on Wheels helps to provide quality of life and helps to keep homebound seniors connected
to the community.
Typically, in the South Whidbey community, a visit is made to the home to assess the need within two weeks of the initial enquiry from the proposed recipient or a family member.
On any given day about 35 or 40 meals are prepared by five cooks, and three who make the deliveries. This is about 1240 meals per month, at a cost of four dollars to the recipient, (about half
the cost of the meal.)
The Meals on Wheels program is a vital service for our community, and relies on community
support.
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Cottage Dinners
Fellowship, Community, Connection

M

any churches and parishes throughout the Anglican Communion have a custom of “Cottage
Dinners,” and St. Augustine’s is going to join the tradition. Ideally, we need everyone who
calls St. Augustine’s their home to participate: ensuring friendship, community and connection.
Cottage Meals have many different names ranging from Meal Ministry to Mealtime Sharing, but
the emphasis remains the same. These are small and informal groups of parishioners gathering at a
host’s home to share a meal and getting to know each other. By sitting down together and breaking
bread we learn so much about each other. This is one way that friendships and bonds are created.
When we get to know each other and share our stories, then our gathering on Sundays to share in
the Eucharist can be enriched and deepened. Our intercessions are intensified as we pray together
drawing from a stronger circle of support. Coffee hours become less strained, because we’ve developed friendships with people who were previously strangers.
In the next few weeks every parishioner listed in the directory will receive an invitation to partake
in Cottage Meals. You may choose to be a host for this first round of Cottage Meals, or you may
elect to be a guest keeping in mind you can host a meal in the future.
Enclosed with the invitation will be a short form. This form helps us arrange the Cottage Meals
making sure that dietary restrictions and travel limitations are considered.
We hope to integrate Cottage Meals as an enduring feature in the lives of St. Augustine’s
parishioners.

W

Free Lunch

ell, okay . . . so there’s no such thing as a free lunch. However, if you join us for the
semi-annual All Parish Garden Work Party on September 7th, you will indeed be provided
with lunch!
The hours will be from 9:00 – 1:00 (or whatever you can fit in), and the added bonus is time with
your friends (can’t beat that!).
If you have any questions, call Diana Klein or Carole Tyson.
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Environmental Film Series
T

he Greening Congregations of Whidbey* will kickoff a film and
discussion series entitled, “Moral Ground: Our Earth in Crisis”
on Friday, September 27, 2013 at 7:00 pm in the Unitarian Universalist (UU) Congregation sanctuary.
“Bidder 70” is the first film in a series of four. The film features the
efforts and trial of University of Utah student and UU member Tim
DeChristopher, who put his liberty on the line to challenge what he
claimed was an illegal sale of public land (Bureau of Land Management) for gas and petroleum exploitation by bidding on offered lease
himself.
The film follows Tim’s odyssey as he faces down the federal government on ethical grounds and inspires a movement of civil disobedience called “Peaceful Uprising”.
Tim was released from jail on April 21, 2013 and will continue his education at Harvard Divinity
School in September. The film will be followed by a panel discussion.
Other films in this series include: “Do the Math” (October 25), “Carbon Nation”(November 22)
and “Gasland II” (date to be determined). This series is co-sponsored by 350.org, The Citizen’s Climate Lobby, The Climate Reality Project, and the Climate Reality Education and Advocacy Team.
Over the past 3-4 years several churches on South Whidbey have collaborated on projects that further the commitment of our churches to care for God’s good creation. These churches have worked
together on a public forum on the purchase of the Trillium property, participation on Earth Day
activities (Bayview and WICA), formation of the Friends of South Whidbey State Park, among other efforts. Frequently this collaboration has consisted of planning for such events as well as physical
presence at the events. Other times it has consisted of agreeing to publicize the “green” event of the
other churches. “Bidder 70” comes under the latter activity. The collaborating churches include: St.
Augustine’s, Langley United Methodist, St. Hubert’s, Trinity Lutheran, and the Unitarian Universalist congregation.
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Friends of South
Whidbey State Park is
Launched

S

t. Augustine’s is a Greening Congregation, so named by Earth Ministry for its numerous
care for creation activities. It was thus fitting that St. Augustine’s hosted the kick-off event for
Friends of South Whidbey State Park on August 19.

More than seventy-five people came! This level of support for the park was especially thrilling to
the half dozen individuals (three are from St. Augustine’s - Ann Fruechte, Elizabeth Davis, Fletcher
Davis) who had worked for the prior year on preliminary matters to establish the Friends organization. “Preliminary matters” include drafting the Articles of Incorporation and By-laws, and forming
connections with State Parks & Recreation Department and the State Parks Foundation.
Among those present were eight people who were at the park on that day 36 years ago when local
citizens stood in front of the bulldozers and chain saws and prevented the 255 acres of the Classic
U forest with its many old growth trees from being clearcut (it took 8 years!).
Next steps for Friends will include enrolling new members, extending the park’s hospitality to visitors, and matching member interests with needed tasks at the park. These endeavors include trail
maintenance, leading nature walks, greeting visitors from near and far, and a variety of administrative opportunities.
For more information about the Friends organization and/or to become a member, please send an
email to FOSWSP@gmail.com, go to <www.facebook.com/foswsp>, or contact Fletcher, Elizabeth
or Ann.
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Oh Compost!

T

he Greening Committee really appreciates the efforts
parishioners have put into our composting program. We
have generated almost fifty gallons of compost this last
year. Our compost helps regenerate the soil, helps reduce pollution
by avoiding the production of methane and leachate formulation
in the landfills, and reduces the need for water, fertilizers, and
pesticides.
To help us continue to do this ministry we are asking for
a special favor.
We need to keep meat, cheese and other protein out of the
compost.
Please be careful not to put any protein containing food such as
sliced meat, bacon, sliced cheese, brie, nuts, cottage cheese, sour cream etc. These items, if we don’t
catch them, decompose causing a strong smell, which is unpleasant for everyone. We have had
complaints several times about the smell generated when some of these items slipped through and
have had to go through the compost to find them. We have to add about 10 pounds of compost
starter and ground up brown yard matter to eliminate the odor, which can take several weeks.
Please help us to keep the compost from smelling and watch what is put into the composting bin in
the kitchen.
Brian Reid

BIRTHDAYS

SEPTEMBER

1. Barbara Houston, Lois Lewis
3. Mary&Bob Green,
		Dick&Yvonne Werttemberger
5. Kate Scott
7. Ken Anderson
9. John Watson
10. Carolyn&Rob Castleberry
11. Jerry Lubinski, Kevin Sandri, Laina Molbak
12. Bob Erb, Jody Heiken, Sherm Wortman,
		
Carole&Gary Hansen
15. Rindy Stewart
16. Julie Bird

ANNIVESARIES

18. David Locke, Liz Kershaw,
		
Paul&Marie Miller
20. Fletcher Davis, Alan&Elizabeth Hancock,
		Mitzi&Wren MacLean
22. Bill&Jan Skubi
25. David McClellan, John&Cheryl Waide
26. Jack Halstead
27. Sis Jackson
29. Carole Tyson, Kate&Rob Anderson,
		Elaine&Fred Ludtke
30. Jan Mulder
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FREE
ADVERTISING
LIGHT READERS
DO READ THE CLASSSIFIEDS

St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods

Recycles!

The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw
away as trash can be recycled and remanufactured.
Bring those empty cartridges to church and put
them in one of our collection boxes.

Got Junk? Need Help? Give it a shot. What
have you got to lose, but the junk and the
chores. To make it happen, just send
Albert your ad. arose@albertrose.com

HELP
WANTED

St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up to
$4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge that has
a print head, regardless of the brand or type.
Remember: Put the cartridge in the original
box that you would have thrown away after
it has been replaced to keep it safe from
damages and spills, or a Ziploc bag.

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING
congregation!

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in
the Fireside Room

Thank You!

REPORTER/CORRESPONDANT

f o r T h e Light. Pay is high in
satisfaction and notoriety. Work from
home and telecommunicate. Training
available to the right candidate.
Good communication skills required.
Knowledge of Microsoft word helpful.
Talk to Albert for details 360-331-4997
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All things have a beginning and an end, except God alone.

Psalms

by Ron McKinnell

Faith

Each day, I look to my Lord for guidance; but does he hear me?

The beauty of his world and all within surrounds me, but does my Lord hear me?
Time, places and people pass by, as I journey through this world, but does my
Lord hear me?
Evening shadows gather and the tumult of my day retreats; calm settles on my
world, and yes my Lord does hear me and I him.

My Thin Place

Silence of the evening encompasses the bluff
Eagles and Osprey dance on warm up-drafts
Seals take pleasure on the ebbing tide
The wind flows thru the trees, as if speaking.

Snow covered mountain tops peer above the clouds and
I find myself transported into an arena of total bliss
This I know is where the spirit world and my world meet
I cannot get any nearer to my God on this earth, and it’s here
That my God hears me and I Him.
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