
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship 
 

Did you know that the Episcopal Peace Fellowship (EPF) was 70 

years old on November 11, 2009? On Armistice Day, 1939, the 

preliminary organizational meeting was attended by 500 

Episcopalians. Today there are Episcopal Peace Fellowship (EPF) 

chapters in nearly every diocese of the church. The Episcopal Peace 

Fellowship is a prophetic organization advocating for Christian peace 

and justice traditions within the Episcopal Church and reminding 

Christians of their Baptismal vows “to strive justice and peace among 

all people” and to “respect the dignity of all human beings.”.  

 

On November 21, 2004 thirteen St. Augustine’s parishioners met and initiated the St. Augustine’s 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship chapter. We now have twenty-seven members from the parish. Our chapter 

is an official chapter of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship. We are the largest and most active EPF 

chapter in the Diocese of Olympia (Episcopal Church in Western Washington). 

 
Members of Episcopal Peace Fellowship make the following commitment. 
 
 In loyalty to the person and teaching of Jesus Christ, my conscience commits me to the way 

of redemptive love: to pray, study, and work for peace, and to renounce, so far as possible, 
participation in war, militarism, and all other forms of violence.  

 
 In fellowship with others, I will work to discover and create alternatives to violence and to 

build a culture of peace. I urge the Episcopal Church in accordance with our baptismal vows, 
"to renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God" 
and to wage peace across all boundaries, calling upon people everywhere to repent, to 
forgive, and to love. 

 
We carry forth our commitment through prayer, education and advocacy activities.  

 

St. Augustine’s EPF has established a sharing of prayers, 

inspirational or meditation materials for daily use in 

prayer or meditation. Each month an EPF member 

assumes the responsibility of sharing materials with 

membership. 

 



Another prayer function of St. Augustine’s EPF is to recognize the ultimate cost of war by reading the 

names of U.S. military fatalities each Sunday during the Prayers of the People.  

  

In its education function St. Augustine’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship maintains a  bulletin board in the 

undercroft to inform the parish of their activities. Various brochures on peace and justice related issues 

are available as well. Several articles have appeared in the parish newsletter, The Light, concerning 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship purposes and activities.  

 

Since its inception St. Augustine’s EPF has assumed an 

advocacy role in the South Whidbey Community. Beginning in 

August of 2004 St. Augustine’s EPF has sponsored an annual 

Whidbey Interfaith Vigil of Peace and Hope. This year’s event 

was very special. The nationally renown Interfaith Amigos - a 

rabbi, a sheik and a pastor- gave the primary presentation. 

They gave a vision of what interfaith cooperation might look 

like. In addition to the discussion of Christianity, Islam and Judaism by the Interfaith Amigos, the vigil 

service also included Buddhist and Native American faith contributions. The attendance at St. 

Augustine’s was estimated to be 170 persons. The nave was filled 

to capacity and some people had to view the event by closed 

circuit TV in the undercroft.  

 

 On the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday St. Augustine’s EPF 

sponsors the Martin Luther King, Jr. “Blessed Are the 

Peacemakers” 

community event 

to honor the nonviolent peace and justice witness of 

Martin Luther King and a host of witnesses.  

 

A sixth annual Martin Luther King, Jr. event was held 

on January 17, 2011. Due to construction at St. 

Augustine’s the event was held at Trinity Lutheran 

church. An estimated 180 individuals filled the church. The Rev. Carla Robinson, Vicar of All Saints 



Episcopal in Seattle, was the featured speaker.  The Rev. 

Robinson discussed the “Beloved Community” which was 

often referenced by Dr. King. The Beloved Community is a 

community of justice, peace and reconciliation where class 

and racial barriers have disappeared. In other words a 

glimpse of heaven. The service featured interactive pew 

readings that reflected the sacrifices, nonviolent tactics and faith of students, sharecroppers and 

preachers - the heroes and heroines of the 

Movement. Participation by both St. 

Augustine and Trinity youth was a highlight 

of the service. 

Karl Olsen of Trinity Lutheran, as he has at 

each of the six MLK events, led the gathering 

in singing African American spirituals and 

Movement music.  

 

 

 

St. Augustine’s EPF cooperates and networks with other faith based peace and justice groups. We are 

affiliated with Whidbey Island Fellowship of Reconciliation (WI-FOR). 

 



The first project of WI-FOR was a booth at the Island County Fair. The booth featured an interactive 

activity which caused fair goers to make decisions on the allocation of the national budget money - 

war, education, healthcare, infrastructure, diplomacy energy and environment. The allocation of federal 

money by fairgoers, unlike the actual U.S. budget, put 

a strong emphasis on education, healthcare, 

environment rather than war related spending. “Where 

your treasure is, there will be you heart also.” 

Members of St. Augustine’s EPF took a shift at the 

booth. 

 

 If you are interested in more information about 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship contact 

Dick Hall at abrjhall@cablespeed.com or visit the national 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship website at 

www.http://epfnational.org 

 


