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Notes from Nigel

s we continue to mourn the loss of Judy Yeakel it feels that early
February this year has the same sense of loss we felt last year with
Fr. Bill Burnett’s death. While the death of any person is cause for
pause, reflection, and mourning, it is especially true of these two pillars
of our congregation and the south Whidbey community.
Judy was a part of St. Augustine’s for more than fifty years. When we
started keeping records her name shows up in the first cluster of folk
who founded this parish – that was 48 years ago. Judy was (among many
things) a library of all things St. Augustine’s, and a significant part of our
corporate memory has died with her.
Fortunately for us, Judy was very good about preserving that history –
except, of course, when it came to her prominent role. Humble to the
end, she wanted to stay out of the limelight.

8:00 am Eucharist Rite I
Followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult
Forums

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
With music, church school & child
care. Followed by coffee/fellowship

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with
incense)

Tuesday

7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation
Wednesday

10:00 am

Eucharist and Holy
Unction (Prayers for Healing)
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The Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton,

That will no longer be possible for her – she’s not with us to prevent
Rector
buildings being named after her, or people talking out loud about her
Ron St. George,
many gifts to the St. Augustine’s and south Whidbey communities! All Senior Warden
Schultz,
that will, no doubt, happen – it will happen because as human beings we Margaret
Junior Warden
want not only to mourn but also to celebrate this remarkable life.
Kim Jones,
We now face the future without her huge presence among us. Nancy
Paris remains as the only person from the original group of folk who
founded St. Augustine’s. In a very real sense this is a changing of the
guard.

Parish Administrator

David Locke,
Parish Musician

Julie Spangler,

Director of Christian Formation

Rob Anderson
Bookkeeper

While this moment is a sad one for us it also offers up an opportunity,
especially since we are about to embark on communal discernment using
THE LIGHT
the Congregational Assessment Tool in a couple of months. We can craft
our own future. We have the people; we have the skills. Judy’s passing
Albert Rose
Editor and Graphic Production
therefore represents an opportunity, an invitation to all of us to do the
John Waide
work necessary to keep our congregation on a firm footing for the foreAssociate Editor
seeable future.
My invitation to you – and that of all the leaders of our congregation – is
to participate fully in this process and to continue with your prayerful,
active support of this place that we all love so much.
God’s blessings be with you, Nigel

2

©2014 St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods Episcopal Church. T h i s i s a p u b l i c a t i o n
o f St . Au g u s t i n e’s - i n - t h e -Wo o d s
Ep i s c o p a l C h u r c h , 5 2 1 7 So u t h
Ho n e y m o o n Ba y Ro a d , Fre e l a n d
WA , P O B o x 1 1 Fre e l a n d 9 8 2 4 9
(360)331-4887, email: staugs@
w h i d b e y. c o m

regular stuff

From your Editor
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Notes from Nigel
Ted Brookes Presents

L

ove is such a ubiquitous concept; oh how I
love big ubiquitous words. Love – the positive side of relationship. God is love. My cats
love me. I love my cats. I love living on Whidbey
Island. I love working on The Light.
When I experienced my divorce, there was the
inevitable discussion with my soon to be exspouse about where the love had gone. My contention at the time was (and still is) that it hadn’t
gone anywhere. It just went through a significant
change. I didn’t stop caring. The care just needed
to be expressed in a very different manner.
Of course, love isn’t just hearts and flowers and
goose bumps. It’s many other harder things as
well. It is commitment, support, empathy, compassion, steadfastness, persistence, long suffering
(as against suffering for a long time). There is
young love, and old love. There is infatuation;
and there is mature love that is honed by all of
the hard things just mentioned. Mostly love is a
verb; it’s what we do and how we are, positively. The only love that I can think of that is expressed as a noun is God, and how do we define
God? Oh my! God lives outside the box, as does
love, but that does not stop Him from reaching
in.
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Across a Crowded Room
W

e toss around the word love too easily these days without giving it proper respect. We’ve made it synonymous with worship, adore, like, fancy, enjoy, appreciate, be keen on, be partial to, be attracted to, feel
chemistry for, have a weakness for, and so on. It seems like we’ve cheapened it by making it too many things.
Consider this passage from Love’s Labour Lost by Shakespeare: If thou remember’st not the slightest folly that
ever love did make thee run into, thou hast not loved. Or, as later summarized succinctly by Martha Reeves and
the Vandellas: Love makes me do foolish things.
True love has many components: physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual. And when you stir that potent
mix all together, it’s no wonder that it makes you commit folly and do foolish things.
A guy walks into a bar in Santa Monica, Calif., in 1975. He’s alone, feeling awkward and not sure why he
came. He buys one drink, feels out of place and really wants to leave. But the music’s sounding good, so he
sticks around awhile, mostly staring at the floor.
Finally he’s had enough, and he heads for the door. But as he does, the bar waiter stops him and asks, “What
are you drinking?” Sheepishly, the guy says, “Oh, no thanks. I’m heading home.”
The bar waiter responds, “You don’t understand. That person across the room wants to buy you a drink.” The
guy makes brief eye contact with the other person, nods, and feels something like an electric shock run through
his body.
The waiter quickly returns with a drink. By now the bar’s really crowded. Neither the guy nor the other person is brave enough to maneuver any closer to the other.
After almost an hour of this shy stand-off, the waiter says to the guy, “I’m going to get you two a table,” and he
motions to the other person to come over. They sit down and attempt to make small talk over the roar of the
crowd.
The conversation is halting and inane. But something physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual sweeps
over both of them. It’s as if somebody were singing that song from “South Pacific:” “Some enchanted evening,
you may see a stranger. You may feel them call you across a crowded room. . .” Can this sheepish, awkward
moment really be love?
Indeed, it was. I was the guy. Terry was the other person. After more than 38 years, we’re still doing foolish
things together.
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You’re What?

Marianne & TK:

Marianne Tuttle

T.K. Wegg

Check all that apply
 Are going to a dude ranch together
 Like to hug
 Have known each other for 10 years
 Are getting married
 Are bankrupting T.K.’s cell phone account
 Have different views on skiing
 Have decided to share cooking responsibilities
 Understand the great value of a great partnership
 Haven’t yet decided what to call this partnership
 Are happier than either one has been for quite some time
What the heck, check them all! Albert Rose
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More
A mutual friend introduced us.
Our eyes engaged
and we wanted more.
Our first date was passion and fantasy.
Our bodies danced
and we had to have more.
We pledged a lifetime to love.
Our hearts were full
and yet we wanted more.
We vowed to cherish wondrous gifts.
We cherished each other
and we wanted more.
Some years brought suffering and grief.
Our devotion endured
and we still wanted more.
Our lifetime was thirty-seven years.
We loved deeply
and we deserved more!
Mary Campbell Vaughan
23 March 2003
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Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: February

F

ebruary is quickly upon us, bringing its attendant dreary, rainy, and blustery days. It's the
time of year that encourages all of us to become fly away snowbirds. It's also the price we willingly pay to live on this island paradise. We all tend to get through February by looking forward to the first signs of Spring and the Lenten season just ahead of us. Perhaps, the adult forums
scheduled for this month will assist in brightening our outlook. First, we will begin a new series
titled “The History of Christianity in the Reformation Era.” This graduate-level series consists of 36
lectures and features Brad S. Gregory, an award-winning Professor of Early Modern History at the
University of Notre Dame. We will also have another illuminating and thought-provoking healthwise lecture from Michele Renniger, Director of Community Outreach & Prevention at Whidbey
General Hospital. Last, but certainly not least, we will hold our Annual Meeting, Part 2, in which
we will discuss the annual church budget for 2014.
The forum dates, subject matter, and presenters/hosts are listed below:
2 February – Early Modern Christianity, A Larger View. From 1500 to 1650, modern Christian
pluralism took shape in Western Europe. Catholicism persisted and was renewed while various forms of
Protestantism grew, including some radical strains. This lecture seeks a contextual understanding of each
tradition, in both its own terms and as it affected and was affected by the others. Ted Brookes presents.
9 February – Annual Parish Meeting, Part 2. This all-hands gathering will assemble to review, discuss,
and vote on the proposed church budget for 2014. Attendees will also be given the opportunity to receive
and review the annual committee reports for 2013. Fr. Nigel Taber-Hamilton hosts.
16 February – SAIL (Stay Alive & Independent for Life). The number one cause of injuries, disability,
and even death to those over 65 years of age on Whidbey Island and nationally is falls. Did you know,
for example, that one out of every five calls to 911 on Whidbey Island is falls related? The SAIL program,
promoted by Whidbey General Hospital, educates the public on the four major causes of falls and recommends strategies on how to decrease fall risk. Michele Renniger, RN, BSN, AACC, presents. Michele
will also provide free blood pressure checks in the Fireside Room before and after the forum.
23 February – The Landscape of Late Medieval Life. To grasp the Christianity of the era, we must
learn the broad demographic, material, social, and political contours of the time. Tom Johnson presents.
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Mission Sunday Offering February 2014
Elaine Ludtke

Episcopal Relief and Development

I

recently received this good news from the diocese: Episcopal Relief & Development has received
two significant grants in recent weeks:

• Episcopal Relief & Development was awarded a Gates Foundation Grand Challenges Explorations grant to support small women farmers in Ghana. This was a highly competitive process
and a testament of the depth of experience and strength of our program methodology and International Program Team.
• Episcopal Relief & Development received a $1 million Conrad N. Hilton Foundation grant to
further broaden and deepen our early childhood development program in Zambia, particularly
those affected by AIDS/ HIV. This is due to the tremendous work of our local partner, the Zambian Anglican Council.
Though 70% of our financial support comes from individuals and churches, it is wonderful to receive additional funding from foundations such as these, not to mention the acknowledgement that
our programs are worthy of such support.
Of course this does not mean that our work is finished. Here is one example of how our contributions help those not so fortunate: Worldwide, an estimated 2.6 billion people do not have access
to adequate sanitation. Proper sanitation and hygiene education can prevent the spread of disease,
saving lives and protecting communities.
In areas where Episcopal Relief & Development and its partners work, communities often lack
access to sanitation systems. In most cases, latrines or other facilities are not available, leading residents to relieve themselves outdoors. Consequently, nearby streams and other water sources – which
families use for drinking, bathing and other household uses – can quickly become contaminated,
causing diarrhea and other common illnesses.
Since sanitation and hygiene practices are linked to preserving and promoting safe water, our approach addresses these issues holistically for a greater, more sustainable impact. We support communities in constructing hand-washing stations and latrines.
Our efforts are combined with community workshops on health and hygiene. Through these workshops, people learn healthy practices that help to reduce the spread of malaria as well as diarrhea
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Episcopal Relief and Development

and other waterborne illnesses in communities. In addition, proper waste management and garbage
collection help to protect land and water. All solutions are locally-driven, to ensure that the program
fits in the context of each community.
Your contributions help communities protect themselves and prevent the spread of disease by:
• Supporting the construction and improvement of sanitary toilets and composting latrines to help
reduce contamination
• Enabling the installation of hand-washing stations next to latrines in homes and schools
• Providing education on proper hand-washing and other hygiene practices
• Empowering local community health workers to train residents in safe garbage and waste
disposal
• Ensuring the safety and security of land and water sources through integrated sanitation, hygiene and water programs

I

love my grandkids! They live
in Virginia, and I only get to
see them a couple times a year,
but they are the light of my life!
Julie Spangler
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The Beauty of God’s Creation; Our Legacy

Photo by Max Wilbert, courtesy of The National Geographic Society

Cape Alava, Washington State. Cape Alava is the westernmost point in the lower 48 states, and
the site of a Makah settlement for more than 6,000 years.

When one tugs at a single thing in nature he
finds it attached to the rest of the world.
John Muir
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Bird of the Month

Contributed by Craig and Joy Johnson
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Fossil Fuel Divestment
Dick Hall: approved and submitted by the St. Augustine’s Greening Committee

Archbishop Desmond Tutu noted, “Divestment tactic has had past success, most notably in ending
apartheid in South Africa. “The divestment movement played a key role in helping liberate South Africa.
The corporations understood the logic of money even when they weren’t swayed by the dictates of morality.
Climate change is a deeply moral issue too, of course. Here in Africa we see the dreadful suffering of people
from worsening drought, from rising food prices, from floods - even though they’ve done nothing to cause
the situation. Once again, we can join together as a world and put pressure where it counts.”

T

he 103rd Convention of the Diocese of Olympia, held this past November, took action to care
for God’s creation, including animals, plants and entire ecosystems. Climate change threatens
God’s creatures that cannot adapt quickly enough to survive. The impact of this climate change
also affects human life through storms, floods and droughts leading to a negative impact on food
production and scarcity of water in many areas of the world. Scarcity of resources and movement
of people will also foster conflict. An estimated 400,000 people die each year due to the effects of
climate change. They tend to be the most economically disadvantaged of our human family. In addition to a call to care for God’s creation, we also have a baptismal commitment to promote “justice
and peace among all people” and to “respect the dignity of every human being.”
Burning of fossil fuel (carbon) is the primary culprit causing climate change. The Convention approved resolutions to “request the Board of Directors of the Diocese of Olympia to implement a
plan to divest from direct ownership of public equities and corporate bonds of the world’s leading
200 fossil fuel companies ...” and “to refrain from this time forward [acquiring] ... ownership”
through stocks and bonds of the
leading fossil fuel companies.
In divesting from fossil fuels the
Diocese of Olympia joins the City
of Seattle, the United Church
of Christ, and hundreds of colleges and universities. Another
resolution required the Diocese
to implement an education plan
concerning divestment of fossil fuel
holdings. This article is a small step
toward educating the parish about
divestment.
Fossil fuel companies driven by
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Fossil Fuel Divestment

profits are not likely to respond to moral arguments nor with their ability to influence Congress
will they be impacted by taxes or governmental fiat. Divestment can provide an educational tool
to bring political pressure on the fossil fuel companies. Divestment is a moral stand to refrain from
taking profits from destruction of God’s creation and to affirm transition to less destructive energy
systems.
St. Augustine’s through the parish endowment fund can be part of the divestment campaign. This
may be the beginning of a discussion over climate change and the use of fossil fuels. Uncovered
train hoppers going through Everett and Bellingham on their way to be burned in China to generate electricity makes divestment even more important. The coal burned in China will come back to
haunt both through air pollution and climate change. Let the discussion begin!



Trash and Treasure is coming April 26.
Save your junk and jewels.
Questions? Talk to Laura Colton 707-888-3568

BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY

1. Karen Davenport
7. Olof Sander, Rob Scott
8. Rob Anderson
10. Barbara Moss, Diane Schwarzmann
13. Kathleen Brodt, Kyra Levit,
Robert McConnaughey
14. Laura Colton, Tom & Monier Hanify

ANNIVERSARIES

17. Rich Parker
18. Marv & Sue Idso
21. Teresa DiBiase, Carol and Jay Ryan
22. Lance Lidral,
24. Brian Reid, David & Wendy Close
26. Homer Davenport, Linda Y. Lim-Du
28. Mary McMurtry

A Love Note: What happens when a church pastor and a church organist, after a long friendship,
discover that they share a passion for classical music, want to attend concerts together, and see each
other “socially?” They anxiously go to the Session (Presbyterian for Vestry) to seek guidance. After
all, they are on staff together…would this be appropriate? Imagine their delight when the Session
members responded: “We’ve been praying that this would happen!” And the rest is history. They
still love classical music, attending concerts, and have been happily married for eight years.
Cheryl and John Waide
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January

Vestry Recap

St. Augustine’s vestry meets regularly on the third
Thursday of the month. This latest synopsis of your
governing board’s deliberations is here for your perusal. Meetings are open for congregational attendance.

O

n January 24, 2014 out-going and incoming members of the Vestry gathered at the home
of Jody and Grant Heiken for a casual evening of sharing, fun and good food. It was an
opportunity to thank Bert Speir, Harry Anderson and Susan Sandri for their three years
of devoted and steadfast service and ministry. Their tenure began with the dedication of our new
building and ended with the full repayment of the building loans.
We also enthusiastically welcomed Seth Luginbill, Margaret Schultz, Claree Vandegrift and Bill
Skubi as the newest members of the Vestry. We are so very fortunate to have a wealth of diverse
talent, experience and perspective at St. Augustine’s; those traits are clearly represented in our new
2014 Vestry.
The next day the new and current Vestry members reconvened in the Fireside Room. Together we
dedicated the day exploring the path that will lead us toward becoming an effective and organized
team. We quickly learned that we share a passion for St. Augustine’s, and we agreed that we are
blessed to have found this place and people.
We invite your participation and we ask for your input. The next year promises to be an exciting
time for us, so let’s work together to enhance our parish life, build community and share the Good
News.
On behalf of the entire 2014 Vestry, we thank you for the opportunity to serve in this ministry.
Ron St. George, Senior Warden
Standing Left to Right:

Biagio Sancetta (clerk), Jody Heiken,
Claree Vandegrift, Brian Reid,
Bill Skubi, Seth Luginbill,
Nigel Taber-Hamilton (rector)
Seated Left to Right:

Margaret Schultz (Junior Warden),
Melisa Doss, Diane Divelbess,
Ron St. George (Senior Warden),
Trevor Arnold
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Love Notes:

J

ay and I met on a committee! (That should not surprise anyone who knows us.) We were students at the University of Iowa and our committee planned all of the social events for students
at the student union including booking the big bands of the day like Stan Kenton, and Tommy
and Jimmy Dorsey. Peggy Lee sang for us. Bennett Cerf lectured.
I thought this guy (Jay) was just terrific. Three years later, we were married and have been married
for fifty-six years.
Carol (Crawford) Ryan

L

ove is that unimaginable, white, hot, searing passion which enables us to see what is wrong and
envision how to make it right. It enables us to heal wounds, declare truths, overcome obstacles,
face dangers, engage in growth, and help each other. Love guides us as individuals and unites us as
people. God is love.
Part of the above is a paraphrase from Evelyn Underhill. Carole Hansen

Save this date for a
great time, and the
benefit of Whidbey
Island’s homeless
youth.
Nordic Lodge is located at 63 Jacobs
Road, just off Hwy. 20 between Island
County Solid Waste and Coupeville.
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DRAWING
LESSONS

THROUGH OUR WHIDBEY
ISLAND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
CENTER/OLD BAYVIEW SCHOOL

Taught by Albert Rose. See Albert or Rich
Parker, Center Director, for dates and times.

St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods

Recycles!

The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw
away as trash can be recycled and remanufactured.
Bring those empty cartridges to church and put
them in one of our collection boxes.
St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up to
$4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge that has
a print head, regardless of the brand or type.
Remember: Put the cartridge in the original
box that you would have thrown away after
it has been replaced to keep it safe from
damages and spills, or a Ziploc bag.

email: arose@albertrose.com, phone 360-331-4997

HELP
WANTED
REPORTER/CORRESPONDANT

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING
congregation!

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in
the Fireside Room

Thank You!
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for The Light. Pay is high in
satisfaction and notoriety. Work from
home and telecommunicate. Training
available for the right candidate.
Good communication skills required.
Knowledge of Microsoft word helpful.
Talk to Albert for details 360-331-4997

Judy Yeakel 1928–20014

Our love goes with you, Judy.
Funeral Service: February 8, 2:00 PM at St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods
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