The Light

A monthly newsletter for

St. Augustine’s inin - thethe - Woods The Episcopal Church serving Whidbey Island.

CHURCH CALENDAR
JULY 2012

MONDAY

1 = SUNDAY SERVICES
2 = WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 9:30AM
EVENSONG SERVICE 5:30PM
3 = QUIET TIME MEDITATION 7:00PM
4 = HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!
OFFICE CLOSED
NO 10AM HEALING EUCHARIST
8 = SUNDAY SERVICES
9 = WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 9:30AM
EVENSONG SERVICE 5:30PM
10= QUIET TIME MEDITATION 7:00PM
11= HEALING EUCHARIST 10:00AM
15= SUNDAY SERVICES
GREENING COMMITTEE MEETING 12 noon
16= WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 9:30AM
EVENSONG SERVICE 5:30PM
17= QUIET TIME MEDITATION 7:00PM
18= HEALING EUCHARIST 10:00AM
19= VESTRY MEETING 6:30PM
22= SUNDAY SERVICES
23= WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 9:30AM
EVENSONG SERVICE 5:30PM
24= QUIET TIME MEDITATION 7:00PM
25= HEALING SERVICE 10:00AM
CARING COMMITTEE MEETING 10:30AM
ECW BOARD MEETING 12:30PM
29= SUNDAY SERVICES
30= WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 9:30AM
EVENSONG SERVICE 5:30PM
31= QUIET TIME MEDITATION 7:00PM

5:30 pm Solemn Evensong
(with incense)

For birthdays and anniversaries see page 7

Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton, Rector
Rev. William Burnett, Rector Emeritus
Rev. Dr. William Seth Adams, Priest Associate
Rev. M. Fletcher Davis, Priest Associate
Rev. Amy Donohue-Adams, Priest Associate
Rev. Julie Bird, Deacon
Rev. Dr. Tom Johnson, Clergy Associate

St. Augustine’s Weekly Services
SUNDAY
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I
followed by coffee and Adult Forums
10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
with music, church school & child care
followed by coffee hour

TUESDAY
7:00pm Quiet Time Meditation

WEDNESDAY
10:00 am Eucharist and Holy Unction

From the Rector
“I don’t know where that hymn came from, but I LOVED it!” “The music since the turn of the year has been spectacular!” Those are two of
many comments I either received or overheard in recent weeks, and I
wanted to share with you what is different about our Sunday music selection.
Firstly, I personally selected all the hymns from January 1st to Trinity
Sunday, June 3. I used the following principles:
The tunes needed to be familiar – all hymns would come from “The Hymnal 1982” and
“Wonder, Love, and Praise”. We would sing no new tunes during that period.
The texts, while secondary to the tunes, needed to be as relevant as possible to our daily lives
AND to the particular Sunday or season.
The opening and closing hymns (formerly called “Processional” and “Recessional”, now
called “Gathering” and “Sending”) needed to reflect their ancient purpose, which was as
marching music to allow the ministers of the table to enter and leave the sacred space.
When we called David Locke to be our Parish Musician I was clear with him (and he enthusiastically concurred) that with his arrival we would start to explore the richness of Christian hymnody
beyond our tradition while holding close to our clear mandate that such hymnody reflect the intentional, liturgical nature of our Episcopal worship. David is a highly respected organist in the
collegium and very talented (as we have all discovered). While his background is primarily in the
Episcopal Church he was, before he came to us, the organist at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
(ELCA) on Mercer Island. As a consequence he is very familiar with the new Lutheran hymnal
(“The Cranberry Book”) which contains some truly wonderful hymnody.
Starting on June 10 we have begun to include selections from the Cranberry Book, and we will
continue to do so in the future. While some of the tunes are new many are not – the difference is
that the texts are much more contemporary to our daily experience as Christians living in a challenging time and world.
The way the hymns are now being selected is that David draws up a rough schedule, then he and
I sit down and talk about that list. I make suggestions, and we arrive at a final list that is given to
Loretta. We use the second and third principles I noted above, and mostly keep to the first
(“familiar tunes”).
There will be hymns where the text AND the music are new. We are being quite intentional in
selecting such hymns only if the music is “singable”. If the music is more complex the choir will
introduce such hymns as offertory pieces.
Some of you have asked about specific hymns. David and I will always consider such requests,
and, if singable and liturgically appropriate we will try and find an opportunity to include them.
Please remember, though, that while you may have a favorite hymn that you personally love, it
may not fit within the liturgical identity of our congregation. If, after some reflection, we feel we
cannot include it, we will tell you why.
I am personally greatly encouraged by what we have been doing musically in the last six months.
And when someone says to me (as they did a few weeks back) “I thought about taking a Sunday
off but didn’t want to miss church because of the new music” I know that I am not alone!
Grace and Peace,
Nigel

Mission Sunday Offering for July
Submitted by Ron St. George
The MSO recipient for July is Citizens Against Domestic Abuse.
CADA has been serving victims of domestic and sexual violence
since 1979, and in the past year has served 982 victims of domestic
violence, child and senior abuse and sexual harassment, stalking and
rape, through a 24-hour hotline, free confidential assistance, and
emergency shelter for abused women and children. Gas, groceries,
clothing and school supplies are also provided, through vouchers or
gift cards--not cash, as well as transportation costs to help clients and children flee the area. CADA staff
works with South Whidbey middle and high schools to provide presentations on relationships, dating, bullying (including cyber-bullying), safety and respect. A new program, "Hands and Words Should Not Hurt"
will be presented in elementary schools in the fall. A free 7-week parenting class is offered to help give parents skills and tools to become better parents so children will live in a safer environment. In these harsh economic times, funds for these much needed services are becoming scarce, so please give generously to support CADA in their efforts to aid victims of abuse.
For more information please read the article written by CADA staff later in this newsletter.

Mary’s Place at the Hope Center
Submitted by Gretchen Wood
We are excitedly packing boxes, preparing for the
upcoming move to our brand new home at
Hope Center! Our new address will be 1830 Ninth Avenue in Seattle. The Hope Center is part of a new
seven-story mixed-use project developed in partnership with Gethsemane Lutheran Church. Dekko Place
Apartments, developed by Compass Housing Alliance, will provide low-income housing for people downtown above the Hope Center. A few of our Mary's Place women will be moving into the apartments reserved for formerly homeless people. The first and second floors will provide space for Gethsemane's
ministries and community outreach. For the first time in many years, the Church of Mary Magdalene will
have meeting and worship space in the church sanctuary. The lower level is where you'll find the Hope
Center, offering community services, meal programs, and Mary's Place! This new space provides Mary's
Place with 9,000 square feet. to help serve the growing number of women and children coming through
our doors. We look forward to make use of the full commercial kitchen, a bigger dining room, two additional showers, more bathrooms, and more respite beds. We are grateful to our partners and donors who
have made this move
possible! We are excited to show you our new home as soon as we move and are settled ---watch for the
invitation to our open house this summer!
We are all celebrating this wonderful move for Mary's Place. New wish lists are in the envelope on the
front of the wicker hamper that collects things donated by our church family. If you have any questions
please call or talk to me at church. Gretchen Wood - 360-678-0656

Christian Formation at St. Augustine’s
by Shantina Steele, Director of Christian Formation
The Vision, Intention, and Means of Christian Formation
Submitted by Shantina Steele, Director of Christian Formation
Many of you enjoyed the article in last month’s issue from David Tackle of
kingdomformation.com. This month continues the Christian Formation series
with David’s article regarding how allowing space for God in our lives provides opportunities for spiritual growth. Enjoy!
A model based on the work of Dallas Willard.
This is an excellent overall model of how we go about engaging with God in ways that are transformative.
Vision – Things we need to understand clearly
Intention – Values we need to commit to
Means – What we can do to foster transformation
One of the biggest challenges of spiritual development is balancing our part and God’s part. If we assume
too much of the job, we end up with a works-oriented form of sanctification that leads to selfrighteousness, burn-out, or legalism. If we assume too little, we fail to engage sufficiently to have a genuine relationship with God and/or bring about change. Virtually any imbalance in this area severly impacts
our spiritual growth. As it turns out, most of us lean fairly heavily toward one end of the spectrum or the
other, often unaware of how we are affecting our own lives, or what is needed in order to perform a course
-correction. And the more dedicated we are to an out-of-step paradigm, the worse it is for us.
Proper balance and participation with God in this matter of growth is precisely what the VIM model spells
out so well. In order to engage effectively in this process, there are certain things that we need to reenvision and understand well, there are some values that we need to commit to, and there are certain
means available to us by which we can deliberately open ourselves up to the kind of relationship with God
that is transforming.
Vision
Even among Christians who are good students of the Bible and heavily committed to their Lord, we find
that after just a few years of dedicated devotion to their walk with God, they often seem to run out of
steam and their growth slows down to a crawl. What we now know is that there are actually quite a few
reasons why these traditional approaches to Christian discipleship have often had good initial results but
are unable to assist us in our development beyond a certain point. And if we will stop long enough to revisit some of our assumptions about what we have thought was the right way to proceed, we can find our
way again and move on. I have listed a few of the more significant items here.
Restoring the continuity between Salvation and the Christian Life
Understanding the true nature of Grace as a means to live by
Developing an authentic relationship with God, not an abstraction based on knowledge alone
Learning how to engage with God for both healing from the past and initiating new growth
Intention
Many Christians hope that given enough time, just showing up in church week after week and engaging in
various Bible studies will eventually change them into the persons they are supposed to be. Some even put
in considerable effort, learning how to teach others, and taking part in various ministries of the church. But
as good as these things are, there is only so much impact that they can have on our souls. Getting beyond
the reach of our will, to transforming our hearts and minds and becoming different people from the inside
out requires direct participation with the Holy Spirit. And in order for us to engage with God sufficiently
for change to occur, we have to make sufficient space in our lives for that relationship.

Wanting to be different is not enough. We need to actually make the space necessary to engage with God,
and then spend time speaking and listening to the Holy Spirit. That’s the point of the practices we now refer
to as spiritual disciplines.
Please note that these disciplines may or may not be related to whatever you may have called a “Quiet
Time” or Devotions in the past. If your Quiet Time felt more like eating dust than drinking living water, or
more like studying for a test than being cared for by a mentor, you can be sure that something important
was missing. And that important something was the Holy Spirit.
The point is that we need to develop a working relationship with God that goes beyond study and
“obedience.” We need arrange our lives to make space for a real connection that feeds our soul and changes
our minds and hearts.
Means
Making a space for God can be done many ways. Over the centuries certain practices have emerged that
have proven to be more effective than others in opening up a space for engaging with God. But before we
talk about what those look like, there is one very important truth that we must nail down in order to prevent
our practices from falling into legalism or lifeless behaviors. And that truth is this …..
Spiritual Disciplines do NOT change us !
This is so important! What we need to understand is that spiritual disciplines have no merit or power in and
of themselves. We are not better than other Christians because we practice them. We do not become better
by practicing them. What they do for us is make a space for us to engage with God. That’s all. What happens when we engage with God is an entirely different matter. And having that distinction firmly planted in
our minds is crucial.
Setting aside time every morning for prayer and meditation is an important thing to do. But the act of sitting
down with our Bible, and even the act of reading our Bible is not what develops our character. Our understanding might be improved, and our appreciation for the things of God might be stirred. But when we open
up to the Holy Spirit directly and personally, and receive his words into our hearts and minds, we encounter
Life itself that is able to change who we are. Our part is to make a space for listening to God. His part is
giving us the words of truth and life that penetrate deep into our soul. This is why learning to discern the
voice of God is so foundational to life in the kingdom and why developing a conversational prayer life
makes the difference between practicing dead rituals and experiencing the power of God to change lives.
Spiritual disciplines do not change us, they only make a space for engaging with God.
Now we can begin to see how spiritual disciplines are good, and why we need to rearrange our lives to
make time for them.

Who Says St. Augustine’s Doesn’t Have Talent?
The Stewardship Committee is convinced we do have talent. So, just to prove it we’re hosting a fun
evening of “St. Augustine’s Got Talent” on Sunday September 23rd at 4:30p.m. The evening will begin with a potluck of heavy hors d’oeuvres and Ray’s Wine Bar.
Coincidentally, it will also kick-off our annual Stewardship Campaign. Susan Sandri has agreed to
‘manage’ the show. All we need now are contestants willing to share their talent (or lack there of)
and be judged by a team of three - just like on the show. There will
be prizes for the best and the worst performers. You’d better start
practicing now.
We’re pretty sure this will be as much fun as Abbandonza was last
year. If you missed that, you won’t want to miss this spectacle. Talk
with Susan, Harry Anderson or Lynda Anderson for more information.

Busy Hands Make A
Beautiful Holiday Bazaar
Submitted by Lynda Anderson
November will be upon us before we know it. And
November 17th is the date we have scheduled our
annual holiday bazaar. This year promises to be as
wonderful as last year, but only if you get busy and
create some of those fabulous things you created
last year.
We plan to market your beautiful handmade items
along with a few of your attic ‘treasures’. Please
don’t clean out your storage locker for this one
(save those things for the “Trash & Treasure Sale”
in the Spring). Instead, start today creating those
beautiful things for us to sell to the community.

BIRTHDAY &
ANNIVERSARIES
JULY 2012
1 = Ethel Water’s Birthday
Seth Luginbill’s Birthday
Barry & Judy Levit’s Anniversary
2 = Amanda Stanwood’s Birthday
Charlene Wagner’s Birthday

If you have some real treasures you’d like to donate, please talk with Jody Heiken or Lynda Anderson. But, the most important thing to do is start
sewing, knitting, crocheting, decopadging or just
creating.

3 = Shantina Steele’s Birthday

We will also be holding a bake sale. Unfortunately,
the county has informed us we will no longer be
able to sell home canned items. (They think they
will alter the rules next year so we will be able to
sell canned things in 2013. We’ll have to wait and
see). Plan to bake cookies, cakes, pies and candies
as we get closer.

9 = Rebecca & Brian Reid’s Anniversary
Elizabeth Dicken’s Birthday

4 = Pat Hoelting’s Birthday
Loretta & Dewey Martin’s Anniversary
8 = Kaitlin Guthrie’s Birthday

10=Bob Green’s Birthday
11=Susan Sandri’s Birthday
12=Bob & Shirley Erb’s Anniversary
Pete Vandegrift’s Birthday
15=Zach Idso’s Birthday

The Mission to Seafarers and the
Princess Cruises Community Foundation invite you to a Benefit Luncheon
on Saturday, August 25, 2012 aboard
the Golden Princess cruise ship docked at Pier 91 at
the Smith Cove Cruise Terminal. The cost of the
luncheon is $50 per person and all proceeds benefit
The Mission to Seafarers. You will have an opportunity to learn about our ministry during the cocktail hour and then enjoy a wonderful luncheon prepared by Princess Cruises. The festivities include
an opportunity to bid on a 7-night Princess Cruise
for two.
Registration forms and further details are available
online at www.mts-seattle.org or by
calling the Seattle
Seafarers' Center at
206-935-3439.

16=Jan Skubi’s Birthday
Raecheal Dalton’s Birthday
Melinda Kurtz’s Birthday
20=Wren MacLean’s Birthday
21=Pat & Ted Brookes’ Anniversary
23=Ron McKinnell’s Birthday
24=Diane Divelbess & Grethe Cammermeyer’s
Anniversary
Barbara Tennis & Dennis Gregoire’s
Anniversary
Konrad Borden’s Birthday
25=Bob Bowling’s Birthday
26=Marv Idso’s Birthday
30=Jay Ryan’s Birthday
Monier Hanify’s Birthday

Adult Forum Schedule - JULY
July has arrived promising the summer weather we all look forward to at this time of
year. Sun filled days and warm temperatures means lots of barbecues, water sports,
and day outings for families and friends. We hope you'll take some time off from these
fun filled adventures to join us for church services and our weekly adult forums. This
month we will feature a reprise of Dick Hall's thought provoking and illuminating
video on Palestine titled "Living Stones." This is a two-part presentation based on
Dick's experience during the parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2008. For the remainder of Sundays in the month we will continue our DVD series on the Old Testament, featuring Dr. Amy
-Jill Levine, Professor of New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University Divinity School.
Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters are provided below:
1 July- Living Stones: The Children of Abraham in Tension, Part I.
The video “Living Stones: The Children of Abraham in Tension,” created by Dick Hall will be shown. The
video was developed from the 2008 parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Topics covered from a Palestinian
Christian perspective will be: Palestinian spirituality, historical overview of the Holy Land from Moses to
the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, discussion of the Palestinian Nakba (Destruction) and the lessons of the Jewish
Holocaust. The video will accompanied by a written guide and discussion will be encouraged. Dick Hall will
lead the discussion.
8 July - Living Stones: The Children of Abraham in Tension, Part II.
“Living Stones” the movie and discussion continues with a look at Palestinian Christians in the Episcopal
Diocese of Jerusalem. This segment of the video shows the reality of the Separation Wall and life in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. At the core of the tensions between the Children of Abraham are differing theologies of land. The movie concludes on a note of hope and reconciliation in homilies delivered by Rabbi
Ted Falcon (Universal Truths) and Imam Jamal Rahman (Untruths or difficult scriptures). The homilies by
Rabbi Falcon and Imam Rahman were recorded live at St. Augustine’s. A study guide to encourage discussion accompanies the video. Dick Hall will lead the discussion.
15 July - Deciphering Versions of the Holy Bible, Part II. “Which version of the bible should I use?”
How do we decide which translation of the bible we should use? And what’s the difference? Here are two
very different translations of the same verse From Matthew (5:48).
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” (King James Version) OR
“In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your Godcreated identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you."” (The Message)
Over two weeks we’ll look at the different translations available, gaining an understanding of what principles different translations use, and making some judgments about their value for us as Episcopalians.
22 July - The Book of Judges, Part II. Returning to Gideon's son Abimelech, then introducing the last two
major judges, Jephthah and Samson, this lecture unveils the increasing instability of the judge as political
leader and the descent of the tribal confederation into chaos. It concludes by observing how the apostasy
and violence of the tribe of Dan, the rape of the Levite's concubine, and the ensuing civil war reflect a society symbolized by a dismembered corpse, a society out of moral control and in need of a centralized government. Ted Brookes presents.
29 July - Samuel and Saul. The tribal confederation under the leadership of judges had disintegrated, but
the increasing threat of Philistine power made a centralized government desirable. This lecture begins with
Samuel, who represents the transition from charismatic leader to prophet, then turns to the tragedy of King
Saul to reveal the benefits and liabilities of monarchy. Ted Brookes presents.

To Work It and To Care for It
By Harry Anderson, for the Stewardship Committee
I love the stories in the Book of Genesis. They seem almost childlike to me. And that seems right,
since everything was brand new back then: the earth, the stars, the sun, the planets, the animals, the plants,
the humans. Genesis tells us that the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, and He put His prized creations,
the humans, in the garden “to work it and to care for it.”
With summer upon us, I’m out almost every day now, working and caring for my garden. I love
doing it because with just a little work and a little care I reap a lot of tasty vegetables. There is something
indescribably rewarding about this, something that feeds my soul and not just my stomach. It gives me an
understanding of God’s abundance. And to me, it is the essence of stewardship.
OK. No groans, please. This brief treatise will not ask you to increase your pledge for next year. I
have now been involved in stewardship programs at three Episcopal churches, and I know they always include pleas for more money. This little article, however, is not about that. (Although those pleas will come
later: The 2013 stewardship kick-off is Sept. 23 at 4:30 in the Parish Hall. Mark your calendars!)
No, this rumination is about the broader definition of stewardship, which the dictionary tells me is
“the duty or function of watching or guarding for the sake of proper direction or control.” In other words,
stewardship means to work it and to care for it.
If we look around our corner of creation, we see opportunities everywhere to work it and to care for
it. Weeds may be God’s critters, too. But they need to be pulled before they crowd out everything else.
Round-Up may work well to kill everything living thing in my driveway, but if I use it will it also kill the
plankton in Penn Cove? Picking up dog poop while I wrangle our two Bassett hounds on a walk near
Ebey’s Prairie may be unpleasant. But if I leave it there, will its nasty components wash down and injure
that farmer’s field?
“Working it and caring for it” involves more than back-breaking, sweat-inducing labor. It involves
using our brains and listening to our consciences and, most of all, sharing. After all, we are God’s prized
creation. We are the creatures most like God him/herself. And God gave us everything we need, including
the ability to reason – to know the right thing to do. Wake up, dummy. You know the right thing, you just
don’t always like doing it.
In our church, we do think of stewardship as pledging. I think of it as making a promise to God
each year to commit some portion of our time, talent and treasure to serve the greater good. We reflect on
the abundance we have been given, and then we pledge to share it. That is a good and enriching process.
You’ve heard it said many times that stewardship is much
more than giving money to the church. Promising to share
takes an infinite variety of shapes, from giving more money
to serving on the budget and finance committee
(pity those poor souls!).
But if we think about stewardship in the way it’s
described in Genesis, it’s a pretty basic concept and
pretty easy to follow. God made our garden. God
put everything we need in the garden to live abundantly.
Our responsibility is simple: To work it and to care for it.

Citizen’s Against Domestic Violence
Submitted by Margie Porter, Executive Director
CADA has served victims of domestic and sexual violence in
Island County since 1979 and our needs for service continue to
grow. During the past year we have seen a sharp increase in our
victim services--CADA staff provided services to 982 women,
men and children. These services include a 24-hour hotline, free,
confidential assistance for victims of domestic violence, dating
violence, elder abuse, rape, sexual harassment, stalking, child abuse,
child sexual abuse or neglect and other forms of interpersonal
violence. In 2011 we provided emergency shelter to 20 women and
14 children for a total of 2,220 bed nights at Marjie’s House in
Oak Harbor.
With the need for services continuing to grow, we continue to work
toward our vision of ending violence in our community. We believe
this can happen if we work with our youth to change their behaviors
and attitudes. Our Youth & Community Educators work in the schools
to provide services to our youth. Casey Scott Mitchell works with South Whidbey schools to provide
presentations on safety, healthy relationships, bullying, including cyber-bullying, dating relationships
and other forms of violence in the middle and high schools. We’ll be implementing a new “Hands and
Words Should Not Hurt” Program in the elementary school this Fall. She’s also available to provide
presentations to community organizations/agencies and churches.
While we’ve been facilitating our 7-week parenting classes using the “Positive Discipline” curriculum
for many years, we’re planning to offer a class on South Whidbey this Fall. During the class, parents
are given skills and tools to be better parents so children will live in a safer environment. Classes are
free and available to all community members.
The majority of CADA services are funded through grants. However, most of this funding is designated to provide services, but does not provide assistance with the costs of daily living or to relocate
due to safety concerns. This past year we assisted clients with gas, groceries, clothing, school supplies,
and transportation costs to help clients and children flee the area. We do not give cash to our clients
and only provide these services through the use of vouchers, gift cards or direct billing from the service
provider.
In these tough economic times, we know giving is a sacrifice and we are truly grateful for your generosity, love and support. It is our commitment to continue to provide services to victims and children
and work with our youth as we continue our efforts to end violence in our community. That’s a promise.
There are no words or ways to thank you for your support these past years and for your continued support. On behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, THANK YOU!.

The Bishop’s Committee on the Environment
Dear St. Augustine's friends in Christ:
We have a wonderful opportunity to minister to our Episcopal brethren from all around the Diocese
of Olympia who will spend the day at St. Augustine's attending the conference organized by the
Bishop's Committee for the Environment. Our theme this year is: It's All Connected: Earth, Justice
& Our Christian Faith. Please mark Saturday, August 18th on your calendars and plan to come. Encourage all teens to come as well as we will have special programs for them. Many of those who
attend will be coming from the mainland and may want to spend the Friday night on Whidbey before the event. This gives all of you who have a guest room a chance to extend a loving welcome to
people who want to come to Whidbey early. Contact Mike Seymour (mike@hol.edu) if you feel
called to host one or more people or if you want more general information about the conference.
Online registration is available at:
http://episcopal.eventbrite.com.
Blessings,
Mike Seymour

“It’s All Connected”
A conference on . . .
Earth, Justice & Our Christian Faith
Saturday, August 18th
9am-4pm
At St. Augustine's-in-the-Woods,
Whidbey Island
As disciples of Christ, we are being called to feel most deeply our connections and obligations both
to peoples far and near and to nature as mother and revelation of God. We are living into God’s calling spoken by Ezekial (36:26): “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”
In this annual conference organized by the Bishop’s Committee for the Environment, we will affirm
the inseparability of our faith equally from issues of justice and the environment. We will make time
for nature walks, round table discussions of what our greening congregations are doing and will hear
about the diocese’s new covenant relationship with the Episcopal Church in the Philippines. We will
also have a special panel of guest speakers who will address a central question of how we can enliven our congregation's ministries on behalf of social and environmental justice.
There will be special activities and presentations for youth. We will also create special “open
space” sessions in which participants will be free to call and attend discussions on topics meaningful
to them and related to our theme.
REGISTER IN ADVANCE PLEASE, so we know our food needs.
REGISTER ONLINE: http://episcopal.eventbrite.com

Genesis Covenant & GreenFaith Certification
Submitted by Ted Brookes, Chairman, Greening Committee
In 2010, the Episcopal Church and GreenFaith became partners,
encouraging all Episcopal churches to go "green" while embrac
ing the Genesis Covenant.
The Genesis Covenant is a national ecumenical initiative that
challenges faith institutions to reduce their facilities' green house gases
by 50% within 10 years. The Episcopal Church General Convention in 2009 adopted
the Genesis Covenant.
The Genesis Covenant is a significant challenge for all faith institutions, particularly older parishes. Congregations need guidance and assistance as to how they might proceed towards achieving
this lofty goal
GreenFaith's mission is to inspire, educate, and mobilize people
of diverse religious backgrounds for environmental leadership. Its work is based on beliefs shared by the world's great religions, i.e. that protecting the earth is a religious value, and environmental stewardship is a moral responsibility.
Already, some 16 Episcopal parishes and camps are among the
50 Christian and Jewish congregations participating in the
GreenFaith Certification Program.
This is a leadership level program that asks a lot of congregations,
and attracts the early adopters who want to make a statement
around caring for the environment.
Many congregations, such as St. Augustine's, have taken their own steps to green their facilities, but
the GreenFaith Certification Program offers training, resources, best practices, intensive mentoring,
and guidance on moving forward.
There are currently three congregations in the Diocese of Olympia that have received the GreenFaith
Certification. They are:
St. Mark's Cathedral, Seattle
St. Steven's Church, Longview
Church of the Ascension, Seattle
St. Augustine's is a designated Greening Congregation. Shouldn't we be added
to the GreenFaith Certification list above and be on our way to achieving the
Genesis Covenant goal?
Stay tuned!

