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Happy New (secular) year!  

At this time of year I hear a lot of talk of “New Year’s Resolu-

tions!” I can say categorically that I’ve never heard resolutions 

like these:  

“I plan to eat more and put on another 30 pounds this year.” 

“I intend to stop exercising and spend more time on the couch 

watching TV.” 

“I’m not going to finish that wood-working project any time 

soon.” 

“I plan to leave the basement in the same, cluttered state as it is 

now.” 

“I’m going to spend even less time with my family next year 

than I do now.” 

That’s a reminder to all of us that the turning of the year is an 

opportunity for all of us to try and re-orient our lives in positive 

ways – that it is, as it were, a secular “Lent.”  

That’s because Lent’s primary focus – through self-reflection 

and penitence – is on re-orienting our lives in positive ways. 

The Greek word translated as “repentance” (metanoia) means, 

more accurately, “seen with a new mind.” 

What’s difficult about this for us is that we have our own “Lent” 

and it isn’t now! We have to wait awhile – in this case for about 

five weeks – before we get to our own attempts at “seeing with a 

new mind.” 

Still, perhaps we should see this version as a secular preparation 

for the later religious one. By that I mean we should start now 

using a focus of looking at our physical lives and asking “how 

could I make this better?” That might look like the opposite of 

any of the examples I gave above – seeking to live a healthier 

life. 

That way, when we come to Ash Wednesday, we’ll have some 

practice under our belts! 

So go for it: make a few resolutions, and try to keep them. And 

when you get to Ash Wednesday remember that experience. 

Nigel 

The Rev. Nigel Taber-
Hamilton, Rector 

The Rev. William Burnett,  
Rector Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. William Seth 
Adams, Clergy Associate, Liturgy 

The Rev. M. Fletcher Davis,  
Clergy Associate, Environmental 
Issues 

The Rev. Amy Donohue-
Adams, Clergy Associate,  

Pastoral Care 

The Rev. Mary Green,  
Clergy Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Tom Johnson,  
Clergy Associate, Adult Christian 
Formation 

SUNDAY 
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I 
followed by coffee/fellowship and 
Adult Forums 
 

10:30 am  Eucharist Rite II 
With  music, church school & child 
care.  Followed by coffee/fellowship 

 

MONDAY 
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong    
 (with incense) 
 

TUESDAY 
7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation 
 

WEDNESDAY 
10:00 am  Eucharist and Holy 
Unction (Prayers for Healing) 
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Where are we going with the Light? 

4  

N ew heights, we would hope.  But 

more down to earth and more 

broadly, we see our St Augustine’s com-

munity as a good representative sample of 

South Whidbey Island culture, diverse in 

opinion, and appreciative of what we have 

and where we live.  We would like the 

Light to serve the church and the commu-

nity as outreach with entertaining, provoc-

ative, interesting, and informative reading. 

By leafing through this current issue, one can see what 

we’re looking for, even if it is yet to find flesh.  We 

want to offer you, the reader, material that is well orga-

nized, pleasant to look at, and highly readable.  Yes, a 

newsletter that keeps you informed, but goes the extra 

mile with a real journalistic effort.  We want your feed-

back – letters to the editors.  We want your input – 

feature articles.  We have artists – creative types, 

theologians, academics, skilled craftspeople, com-

munity leaders, adventurers, seekers, students, the 

old and young, all with a wealth of information and 

experience available to share.  If you can write, 

please do.  If you fit one of the above categories, but 

writing is not your strong suit, give us a call and we’ll 

do the work together.  Coffee and conversation is 

good.  You talk; we’ll ask questions and write.  We’ll 

even take pictures when appropriate. 

We want to know what your organization or commit-

tee is up to.  A paragraph or two is so very important.  

We want to see what you do for the quality of life 

around you.  Share your jokes – see page 5.  Share 

your recipes – see the December 2012 issue with 

Laura Luginbill.  Share your poetry, your prose, 

your photographs, your drawings – sketches, car-

toons, your garden tips, sailing and fishing, crab-

bing, clamming, beach combing, pet care wisdom.  

Have you seen a good movie lately, or read a good 

book?  Write a review.  Need help?  Have some-

thing to sell or promote?  Take out a classified ad. 

And when all of this sharing wears you out, just kick 

back with what everyone else has shared and enjoy.  

Ron has promised a new crossword puzzle every now 

and then.  Theoguru (page10 this issue) will answer 

any question that is wracking your brain and keeping 

you awake at night.  If this isn’t enough, we could use 

bunches of reporters, to collect all of this wonderful 

stuff, and a computer techie or two to keep all of this 

wonderful stuff flowing to you in the most wonderful 

fashion.  

 

We think Walt Disney got it right when he said  

“When you wish upon a star 

Makes no difference who you are 

Anything your heart desires 

Will come to you 

 

If your heart is in your dream 

No request is too extreme 

When you wish upon a star 

As dreamers do 

 

Fate is kind 

She brings to those who love 

The sweet fulfillment of 

Their secret longing 

 

Like a bolt out of the blue 

Fate steps in and sees you through 

When you wish upon a star 

Your dreams come true” * 

Leigh Harline and Ned Washington for Walt Disney's 1940 adaptation 

of Pinocchio. 

Jesus is our shining star.  With God nothing is impossible. 

Albert Rose 

Co Editor/Art Director the Light 

 

 

 

continued 



 

 

The Light Nitti Gritty  

Deadline:  The 15th of the month preceding the issue for all submissions. 

Submit all content to Ron St George whidbey_ron@hotmail.com, or Albert Rose arose@albertrose.com.  

Submissions should be in either plain text email or Word format.  Handwritten, paper, and verbal submis-

sions are also acceptable if digital submissions are difficult or impossible.  All images (photographs, graphics, 

or drawings) should be in either JPEG or TIFF format.  In some cases, original art will be accepted.  Check 

with Albert. 

 

All written material will be edited for fit, flow, grammar, and spelling.  Pictures are encouraged, but again will 

be edited for fit and flow.   

Written material will be accepted in all categories: feature articles, regular stuff, Theoguru, classified advertis-

ing, filler, humor, cartoons, photographs, and letters to the editors.  Any reprinted material should include its 

source and permission if not in the public domain. 

If you can’t meet these guidelines, or have questions feel free to talk to Ron 360-222-4086, or Albert  360-331-4997. 

 

 

WILDLIFE 

VIEWING AREA 

Check out the stretch of Highway 20, just south of Deception Pass, but be careful.  You never know who is watching. 

Albert Rose 
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APOCALYPSE 
by Tom Johnson 

A Theology of The 

 

O 
ur forum topic during the month of December has been the Book of Revelation. Some of what we 

have been talking about is summarized in what follows.  

 

Dualism The Book of Revelation views “the world” (human culture and powers) as evil and alien 

from the Church. It has a highly dualistic worldview, i.e. it sharply contrasts good and evil, truth 

and error, light and darkness, God and Satan, etc. Antithetical language dominates the book. This 

worldview is in large measure the product of the historical situation of persecution by the Roman Empire 

which the writer and his readers were facing. Persecuted, suffering people often view their world in terms 

which contrast “the way things are” with “the way things ought to be,” and with the way they will be, when the 

end comes, and God intervenes to change things and to judge the world with justice.      

 

Implied Readers The Book of Revelation speaks best to Christians who are too comfortable in and with 

the world and who easily accommodate to its values; to them it is a warning against conformity to pagan cul-

ture. The Apocalypse also speaks to Christians who are suffering oppression and persecution from the world 

around them (think of Christians in third world countries today). Christ, Revelation says, is already victorious, 

and one day God will save God’s people, judge the evil world, and set things right.  

 

The State or Empire It is the official powers, the government of the Roman Empire, and its representa-

tives, which is persecuting the Christians. The State has become the enemy, or rather, the State has become 

allied with the Enemy, God's enemy, the Devil (see Revelation 13). Things have changed since Paul's day, 

when Paul believed that a Christian could be a good citizen and the Empire would protect you (see Romans 13).  

 

continued 
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Paul was still a "Jew" before the split of Christianity from Judaism and Christianity's 

development as an illegal, and therefore, unprotected religion. 

 

Revelation shows that there are situations in which Christians must say NO to the State in the 

name of a higher power. There are higher laws than the State's laws. When the State demands 

that Christians act in ways which are contrary to what is required of us by God, then Christians 

must refuse, even at the cost of unemployment, exile, imprisonment, suffering, or death. 

 

Interpretation The Book of Revelation is not primarily a forecast of specific events in the 

future. It is a story that uses the language of apocalyptic to assure the readers that God has not 

forgotten them in their persecution and that God will again intervene to save them and judge 

their enemies. That is a part of God's eschatological plan. The book is cast as an eschatological 

drama or story, whose moral is "God is faithful and will deliver you, and in the end God will 

win." It is not "future history," a detailed program of things to come, as in the Left Behind 

books.  

 

Eschatology and Ethics The extreme futurist or dispensational (Hal Lindsey, Tim 

LaHaye*) reading of the Book of Revelation, popular in American Christianity, misses the main 

point of the book because of its “rapture” theory, a theory nowhere taught in the Scriptures. It 

misunderstands the genre (apocalyptic**) of Revelation and interprets it as a “future history.” 

This view continues to have serious negative consequences for Christianity in America, espe-

cially in its responsibility to seek justice for the poor and care for God’s creation. We have for-

gotten that the whole New Testament teaches the rule and reign of God has already begun in the 

life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus of Nazareth. The Kingdom of God has been in-

augurated, and it is the mandate of the church, God's people, to live in the light of God’s King-

dom and its values, that is, to make disciples of all the nations, to teach all the nations what the 

King has commanded us, and to live as the light and salt of this Kingdom here and now. 

 

God’s Sovereignty The Book of Revelation teaches that the Church will not make the King-

dom come or build the Kingdom of God on earth by its own efforts. Evil is such a powerful reali-

ty that only God's intervention will ultimately rescue the Church from destruction and bring into 

human history the blessings of God's full rule and reign. God is sovereign over history, and ulti-

mately God's purposes will be achieved. We can work for the Kingdom, in the firm confidence 

that we are part of the winning army in the on-going conflict between the forces of light and dark-

ness. Knowing that only God can accomplish the full realization of the Kingdom in history deliv-

ers us from naive optimism and utopian expectations, on the one hand, and despair on the other. 
 

continued 
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*Hal Lindsey The Late Great Planet Earth, 1970      Tim LaHaye Left Behind 1995 

**There were dozens of apocalypses (stories like Revelation) in ancient 

Jewish and Christian literature.  
Apocalyptic literature has a number of characteristics that Revelation shares. This age is viewed as evil; 

it is pessimistic about the way the world is at present. It is, however, optimistic about God’s plan, sover-

eignty, and ultimate good purposes for God’s people and for a new creation. Apocalyptic views world 

events as predetermined by God, emphasizing thereby God’s sovereignty. Often it sees history as divid-

ed into fixed periods. Visions and dreams are told to make known what was secret and hidden. And there 

is abundant metaphor and symbolism: (a) people are portrayed as animals (beasts), (b) events in history 

are described as events in nature (earthquakes, plagues, falling stars, etc.), and there are lots of (c) sym-

bolic numbers (7, 12, 24, 666, 144,000) and colors (gold, red, black, white). The overall worldview of 

apocalyptic, as we have said above, is dualistic. Ethical dualism makes a sharp contrast between the 

earthly world below vs. the heavenly world above, the present evil age vs. the glorious age to come, light 

vs. darkness, good vs. evil, truth vs. error, and God/good angels vs. Satan/evil angels. Catastrophic 

events will happen soon, leading to God's intervention in history; "the end is near!" Sometimes apoca-

lypses are attributed to a famous author of the past (e.g., Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Ezra) and may treat 

known past events as if they were foretelling the future, such as the book of Daniel. Revelation is doing 

neither of these things. 

 

Tom Johnson, Ph.D. 

Adult Formation Coordinator 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 

 

 

 

 
 

 

When the Scriptures are used maturely, they proceed in this order: 

1. They confront us with a bigger picture than we are used to, “God’s kingdom” that has the potential to 

“deconstruct” our false and smaller kingdoms. 

2. They then have the power to convert us to an alternative worldview by proclamation, grace, and the sheer 

attraction of the good, the true, and the beautiful (not by shame, guilt, or fear which are low-level motivations, 

but which operate more quickly and so churches often resort to them). 

They then console us and bring deep healing as they “reconstruct” us in a new place with a new mind and 

heart.  Adapted from Preparing for Christmas with Richard Rohr, pp. 64-65 

Tom Johnson 

Getting the most out of our scripture reading 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Nx6WfrY96PrJ7q-axEoe9LNL6eiB_T1HIUsXC3o3IiAALWRuSKPV8WYt3ZlVT9QKRphhTFnWzwP1SEgfHVe98ZlUHUlquxM87vB9SbknJUkequ4QZSS4y3n0kdwXL--DrUco-iK1X-ZJxpOjrof0kVTCC0pySN3AOgsccevrk9w3n630VXH-Vk21qLAWTWhT
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Pete Vandegrift 
O n December 6, 2012, St Augustine’s lost a good and faithful friend.  Pete was 88.  He came to St 

Augustine’s, as a Presbyterian, in 1977.  He soon found himself immersed in the Bishop’s Com-

mittee work on St Augustine’s move to parish status.  A year later, Bishop Bob Cochrane confirmed him 

with the unofficial pronouncement, after a busy year of Episcopalianism, “Now you’re official, Pete.” 

Pete hosted a men’s Bible study at his Wheel Estates home for many years.  And on July 11, 2011 realized 

a long time dream of acceptance as an oblate at the Tanglewood Hill Monastery (Benedictine). 

Rest in peace, Buddy.  You made it.  Memorial service is January 15: reception at 1:00PM/service 2:00PM. 



 

 

Howcum/Theoguru 
S t Augustine’s is blessed with all kinds of smart people.  People who should know just 

about everything, wouldn’t you think? This used to be called Ask the Rector, but 

even though our rector is pretty smart, he doesn’t actually know everything.  Theoguru 

does (know everything). How does Theoguru know everything?  He consults with all of 

St Augustine’s smart people.  

This first question for Theoguru actually did get directed to our rector, and he is sharing his response with all of us. 

Question: In The Confession, how can we possibly “repent of the evil done on our behalf” when we have had 

nothing to do with it, and in most cases aren’t even aware that it exists, if it does indeed exist?  Isn’t that like ly-

ing? 

Answer: The clergy team actually took this on a few weeks back – some of us had the same question! 

It is obvious that things can be done on our behalf that we do not agree with – such as a declaration of 

war we believe to be wrong, or foreign aid being directed to countries we believe should not receive it 

because they engage in torture, or illegal detention of innocents. However, how can we “repent” of that 

evil? We didn’t even agree with it in the first place! The clergy group has two pieces of wisdom and one 

alternative. 

The wisdom is, first, that the writer(s) of this form of confession were more focused on the elegance of 

the language than of the content.  This phrase certainly fits well within the confession in terms of 

rhythm, meter, and balance (it is “poetic”). However, the idea behind it is much more complex, requir-

ing more space than is available – it is, in other words, elegant language, but inelegant expression. 

There may, in fact, be actions we initially approved of, but have now had second thoughts – some ap-

proved of the invasion of Afghanistan and now think it was wrong, for instance. Repenting for those 

actions “done on our behalf” would be highly appropriate.   

But how often does that happen? And what about actions we disagree with but were incapable of influ-

encing? How would you say “I have some culpable role in allowing something I didn’t want to happen, 

happen, even though there was nothing I could do to stop it”? So the second piece of wisdom is that 

the authors meant well, but failed in their primary task of making the complex more accessible.   

Our alternative is to use a different form of confession. Starting in Epiphany we plan to use this confes-

sion and absolution: 

Presider   Let us pray              Silence 
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 Most holy God, you are our beginning and you will be our end;  

     We are made in your image and likeness. 

            And yet there are times when we fail to honor that image and likeness within us:  

For what we have done that has been destructive, 

            and counter to your hope for us, forgive us. 

For what we have not done that could have brought wholeness and love 

            to those around us, and to the world in which we live, forgive us; 

In all that we could be, but have not been, transform us. 

For we long to be instruments  of your peace, your joy, and your love. Amen.    
 

 Absolution 

God is faithful and just, and forgives those who repent. In the name of the Triune God your sins are forgiven; 

be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you on the pilgrim’s way. Amen. 



 

 

 

Ted Brookes Presents 
 

Adult Forums for January 

Adult Forum Schedule - January 

 

F 
or many of us, January signifies new beginnings.  It is that time of year 

we make those famous, and seldom kept, New Year's resolutions.  Janu-

ary can also be a month of reflection, i.e., what has transpired over the 

past year and what are our expectations for the next 365 

days.  Interestingly, corporate America often takes stock of itself in January-revising the annual plans, polishing 

up mission statements, and reviewing core values.  At St. Augustine's we will take the first 3 Sundays of the 

month to talk about our own core values and mission statements, both personal and collective.  Our clergy team 

will lead us through a series of discussions that will help to define who we are as individuals, Christians, and 

Episcopalians.  On the final Sunday in January, the Rev. Tom Johnson will begin a new, very illuminating 2-

part series on "How We Got The Bible."  We hope you'll make attending the Sunday adult forums one of your 

New Year's resolutions, particularly during this pre-Lenten period. 

 

Specific forum subject matter, dates, and presenters are as noted below: 

 

6 January - A Personal Mission Statement. “Our mission: to inspire and nurture the human 

spirit – one person, one cup and one neighborhood at a time.” That’s Starbuck’s mission statement. Many or-

ganizations (including St. Augustine’s) have mission statements.  For example, the Greening Committee's state-

ment on the church bulletin board.  But what about individuals?  The Rev. Tom Johnson will help each of us 

develop a personal mission statement as a guide to the way we approach our lives as individuals and as Chris-

tians.  Rev. Tom Johnson will host. 

 

13 January - More on Mission Statements & Core Values.  The clergy team will contin-

ue to lead us through this thought provoking and reflective series.  Fr. Nigel Taber-Hamilton will host.  Further 

information will be forthcoming. 

 

20 January - Mission Statements & Core Values Redux. The clergy team will continue 

to lead us through this thought provoking and reflective series.  Fr. Nigel Taber-Hamilton will host.  Further 

information will be forthcoming. 

 

27 January - "How We Got the Bible", Part 1.  We will gain an overview of "How We Got 

the Old Testament." How did these 39 books and no others get into the Hebrew Bible? Can we know in what 

order they were included? Who did this compiling? Why is the Old Testament Apocrypha in some Bibles but 

not in others? What is its status as Scripture? When was the canon of the Old Testament finished? These ques-

tions and others you may have will guide our discussion. Please bring a Bible.  Rev. Tom Johnson will host. 
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Meet Our Pilgrims 
St. Augustine’s is blessed to have a group of teens that love 

and serve our parish community!  Each month leading up to our 2013 Pilgrimage to England, 

we’ll be getting better acquainted with them.   This month lets meet Emily Anderson! .  

Emily Christine Anderson, who recently turned 17, was born in Oceanside, 

California, on October 11th, 1995. She is the eldest of her four siblings 

(Christopher, Eric, Caitlyn, and Elyssa.) While her parents, Grant and 

Michele, homeschool their children, for her Junior year of high school Emi-

ly is studying Horticulture at the Lake Washington Institute of Technology 

and really enjoying the challenge. 

Emily enjoys living on Whidbey Island. She likes the small community and 

living close to nature. The only drawback that she can see is having to 

commute so far to her Seattle school each day. While there’s no place in 

particular that she’d like to live someday, she would like to stay in a small 

community.  

The Andersons have attended St. Augustine’s for about seven years. Emily 

was a part of the Choristers, is now an active participant in the Sophia Singers, serves as an acolyte and lay 

reader, and volunteers as the J2A Liaison to the Ryan’s House for Youth ministry.  

While Emily has spent many years in competitive swimming, more recently she has committed her time and 

talent to the Northwest Girl Choir, even traveling with the group to Europe last summer to perform. Her oth-

er hobbies and interests include photography, writing, acting, and painting.  

Emily’s family has two dogs, Kavik and Shadow, and two guinea pigs named PB&J and Cupcake.  

When asked to describe herself, she laughingly says she is “functionally organized—somehow managing to 

accomplish things in spite of myself!” 

Something you may or may not have guessed about Emily is that although she is in choir and active in our 

parish, she is actually somewhat shy! It must be her unfailing smile and effort to please that belies her shy 

nature!  

While this isn’t Emily’s first trip to England, she is looking forward to visiting a place so rich in church history. 

Emily’s experience and knowledge of classical music will also lend itself to the pilgrimage experience in Eng-

land! 

Emily always brings a sense of calm to the J2A group. She also has a soft heart for those who might be feeling 

left out, which gives her a gift for welcoming newcomers.  Her quiet and cheerful attitude, as well as her ea-

gerness to help out where needed make her a real blessing to our pilgrimage team, as well as our parish!  
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M                     S                    O 

13 

Mission Sunday Offering January 2013  

 

 Friends of Friends...temporary shelter from medical hardship.  

Friends of Friends Medical Support Fund is a community-supported fund 

offering financial help to South Whidbey residents with medically-related bills they cannot afford to 

pay. Friends of Friends limits its assistance to those who live in Clinton, Freeland, Langley, and Green-

bank neighborhoods. Friends of Friends serves as a community safety net, easing the burden of unex-

pected medical expenses. We can help with: Prescription or over-the-counter medications, Visits to 

health professionals, Hospitals and laboratory bills, Ferry tickets and gas vouchers for treatment on the 

mainland, Medical supplies and equipment. Friends of Friends is guided by an all-volunteer board and 

one part-time paid service coordinator who performs intake evaluations and authorizes payment for ser-

vices. Friends of Friends was started in 1997. In its first ten years, the organization helped about one 

thousand people with a little less than $400,000 in medical expenses. Today the need is greater than ev-

er. Please give generously. 

meet  our  new vestry  
     

     

Bert Speir 

Trevor Arnold 

Diana Klein, clerk 

Brian Reid 

Diane Divelbess 

Melisa Doss 

Harry Anderson 

Susan Sandri,  

 senior warden 

Jody Heiken 

Ron St George 

junior warden 



 

 

O 
n Monday, January 21, the day set aside to 

honor the nonviolent witness of Martin 

Luther King, Jr., the St. Augustine’s Epis-

copal Peace Fellowship will sponsor the 

eighth annual Whidbey community Martin Luther 

King “Blessed be the Peace Makers” event. The ser-

vice will be held at St. Augustine’s commencing at 

1:00, preceded by sandwiches in Campbell Hall from 

12 to 12:45. In addition to sandwiches, vegetables, 

fruit and beverages will also be available. The appetiz-

ers will be provided without charge by St. Augustine’s 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship members.  

In addition to music and scripture, the service will fea-

ture an interactive dialog with readings from the pews 

by St. Augustine’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship mem-

bers and St. Augustine youth. This year’s topic will be 

the “New Jim Crow,” based on the research and writ-

ing of Michelle Alexander. Both the original Jim 

Crow discrimination and the New Jim Crow will be 

explained through interactive readings. Jim Crow re-

fers to a system of legal, political and economic dis-

crimination put in place to negate the gains of emanci-

pation and Reconstruction.  The original Jim Crow 

legal structure ended with the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr., while applauding the destruction of a 

system of laws imposing racial discrimination, knew 

that without a “radical redistribution of wealth” these 

gains would be fragile. Dr. King was organizing a 

Poor Peoples Campaign at the time of his assassina-

tion.  However, there was a push back to these im-

portant civil rights gains. Political code words for the 

push back were “law and order.” In 1982 a “War on 

Drugs” was initiated. Although black, Latino and 

white people are involved equally in illegal drug us-

age, it is the Latino and African American communi-

ties that became the primary casualties in this war on 

drugs. In contrast, the suburban and rural white com-

munities have not been targeted by law enforcement 

to nearly the same degree as communities of color. 

Today the United States has the highest incarceration 

rate of any developed country. Arrests for drug usage 

leads to jail time rather than treatment. The resulting 

felony record results in disproportionate political dis-

enfranchisement and unemployment of young males 

in the African American and Latino communities.  

The featured speaker will be Dennis Yule, a retired 

Benton-Franklin Superior Court Judge. As a former 

judge in an interracial community, Judge Yule is well 

aware of the damages done to people of color through 

the “War on Drugs” and is sympathetic to the charges 

of a “New Jim Crow” laid out by Ms. Alexander. Karl 

Olsen, the Trinity Lutheran Music Minister and re-

cording artist, will again lead the singing of Civil 

rights anthems and Afro American spirituals. 

St. Augustine parishioners are encouraged to join the 

Whidbey community in honoring Dr. Martin Luther 

King and the nonviolent Civil Rights Movement. 

Childcare will be provided. Families and youth are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

Blessed Are the Peace Makers 

14 more 



 

 

T 
he featured speaker for the eighth annual 

Whidbey community Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. “Blessed are the Peace Makers” 

celebration will be retired Superior Court 

Judge Dennis Yule. Judge Yule has recently retired 

from the Benton-Franklin Superior Court. He is a res-

ident of Prosser and associated with St. Matthew’s 

Episcopal Church in Prosser. Judge Yule continues to 

volunteer his time through the judicial system by pre-

siding over a “drug and alcohol court” which super-

vises the parole of individuals sentenced on drug and 

alcohol charges. Dennis and Lynda Yule have an in-

terracial family, having raised three African Ameri-

can children. As both judge and parent he is well 

aware of the difficulties facing people of color. 

Judge Yule is a member of the Washington State Mi-

nority and Justice Commission and continues to work 

on several issues and projects on the state and nation-

al level regarding juvenile justice reform, specifically 

including disproportionate minority contacts in the 

juvenile justice system. He is well qualified to ad-

dress the New Jim Crow. 

The singing of Civil Rights anthems and Afro-

American spirituals will again be a highlight of the 

service. The “Blessed Are the Peace Makers” com-

munity event is again 

blessed and fortunate to 

have Karl Olsen, the 

Trinity Lutheran Music 

Minister, to again lead 

the singing. Karl is 

member of the Brothers 

Four singing group and 

is a recording artist. As 

they have done 

in past years the 

Trinity Lutheran 

youth choir may 

also sing. The 

singing and mu-

sic of Karl Ol-

sen and the 

youth choir 

alone is worth 

attending. De-

spite the serious 

topics and issues the service may raise, the music will 

make it difficult not to leave the service in an celebra-

tory upbeat mood. 

Each year an interactive dialog from the lectionary 

and the pew have highlighted an event in The Move-

ment or as in this year’s service a connected current 

issue. In recent years St. Augustine’s youth have be-

come an important part of this dialog. The youth now 

make up the majority of the pew readers. Youth pew 

readers are Katy and Emily Reid, Haley and Hannah 

McConnaughey, Emily Anderson, Patsy Colton and 

Melissa Smith (Unitarian Universalist)  are “Blessed 

Are the Peace Makers” veteran readers. St. Au-

gustine’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship members also 

serve as readers.   

The event will con-

clude with a recording 

of the original “I Have 

a Dream” speech and 

singing of “We Shall 

Overcome.” 

Blessed Are the Peace Makers  

Presenters 
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O n January 24, the Episcopal Peace Fellowship committee is presenting a showing of the Sojourner's mov-

ie The Line, about poverty in the US. The event, in St Augustine’s parish hall,  will begin with dessert and cof-

fee at 6:30PM, with the movie showing at 7PM. A short discussion will follow. 

From Emmy Award-winning producer Linda Midgett, The Line is a groundbreaking documentary 

chronicling the new face of poverty in America. As Sojourners CEO Jim Wallis puts it, "more and 

more of our friends are in poverty — in the pews, in our workplaces — through no fault of their own, and they 

are slipping below the poverty level." 

The Episcopal Peace Fellowship presents 

The Line 

Library Opens Finally, at Long Last 

I 
t has been a long time since we’ve had a library, but our new library will open and be dedicated on the 

Epiphany, January 6. 

We have increased our collection by about 30% due to the generous donation of Wesley Vetch a retired 

and very well read United Church of Christ minister. Many of you have also added generously to our 

collection: Ray Haman, Bev Babson, Dick Hall, Olof Sander, Nancy Paris, Albert Rose and Judy 

Yeakel.  And if you are not named in this list, please accept the profound thanks of the library staff; Barbara 

Tennis, Raecheal Dalton, Chris Lubinski, Jody Heiken and myself.  

There will be a shelf of recommended books 

and a librarian available to you assist you most 

Sundays after the 10:30 service. If you are an  

8:00 attendee, or if you don't feel like using the 

stairs or driving around to the back of the 

church to use the main library, call me at home 

and I will collect the books you might be inter-

ested in and leave them in the Fireside Room 

for you to browse or check out.  

Thanks for all of your patience. 

Margaret Schultz 

Library Committee, Chair 
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WANTED 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS.  Send us your classified ads and we’ll 
publish them for free (church members).  Do you have 
puppies or kittens that need a new home, a garage sale 
coming up, or need a helping hand with some egregious 
yard work?  Find answers  right here  in your Light. 

Please submit your text as Word files and pictures as 
JPEG’s.  If you don’t know how, just call  Ron or Albert and 
we’ll help. 

CLASSIFIED  
 

 
 

St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods 
Recycles! 

 

The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually 

throw away as trash can be recycled and 

remanufactured. 

Bring those empty cartridges to church and 

put them in one of our collection boxes. 

St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up 

to $4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge 

that has a print head, regardless of the 

brand or type.  

Remember: 

Put the cartridge in the original box that 

you would have thrown away after it has 

been replaced to keep it safe from damag-

es and spills, or a Ziploc bag. 

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING 

congregation! 
 

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in 

the Fireside Room 
 

Thank You! 

FREE 
NAUTICAL STUFF  I have a bunch of nautical stuff 

that I inherited with my garage, that frankly is 

just in my way.  There is a small dingy (don’t 

know whether or not it floats), crab pots, nets, 

fishing poles and lures, oars, buoys and floats. 

Other junk as well. 

Call Albert 360-331-4997 

FREE TV 

Call Ron 360-222-4086 
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T w o  h e a r t s   

a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  o n e. 
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J A N U A R Y   
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

EPIPHANY 

HOLY UNCTION     

(HEALING) 

       

QUIET TIME 

OFFICE CLOSED 

EVENSONG 

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

Jack Levit 

Lyn DeShong 

Egon & Laina Molbak 

 

Jack Wood 

 

Beth Sizer 

Jean-Claude Renoux 

Ashley McConnaughey 

 

Alan Hancock 

 

Diana Klein 

 

Gaither Kodis 

Mike Seymour 

Richard Montgomery 

Erin Borden 

Nettie & Pete Snyder 

 

Dennis Durden 

Jack Wallock 

Jim Norman 

Paul Miller 

Barry Levit 

Elizabeth Hancock 
Bob Mann 

JoAnn Davies 

Claree Vandegrift 

Jody Levit 

Laura Luginbill 

Dick Hall 

Glen Corell 

Judy Hoiseth 

Riley Borden 

 

Isabel Neddow 

Ray Haman 

Hugh Tocheny 

 

Sharon Beck 

 

Anne Pringle 

Terry Bible 

Joan Focht 

Lynda Dial 

Lorie McNeill 

 

Genevieve & Gilbert 
Nyerges 
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Pete  
Vandegrift 
Memorial 



 

 

TAIL LIGHTS 

 

All things have a beginning and 

an end, except God alone. 

T his page is for 

parting shots, and 

afterthoughts, for finish-

es and finalities, for bits 

and pieces, and odds 

and ends that have no 

where else to go.   

Like this homeless per-

son in Atlanta. 
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Submitted by Rob Anderson 

 

 

 

A friend of mine from At-

lanta posted this on Face-

book this AM. (12/15/12)

Her name is Debra Johnson.  

This is what she said: 

A fter spending time 

volunteering at San-

ta's Village yesterday, see-

ing the faces of the moth-

ers willing to wait hours for 

a few toys for their kids, 

this sight just overwhelmed 

me this morning as I                                                                                                                                                                                                          

d r o v e  t o  

Georgia Tech. There is so 

much suffering in the 

world and God calls us 

to act. It's easy for the 

overwhelming need to par-

alyze us. May I slow down 

enough to listen to God 

and act. 


