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M A I L
The Light welcomes all forms of correspondence. Each 
submission will be edited for length and appropriateness, 
as well as grammar and spelling. Opinions expressed are 
those of the authors and not necessarily those of St. Augus-
tine’s Church, The Light, or their respective staffs.

Hi Albert, 

Another great job putting The Light together 
with great coverage of Taos... 

Craig (Johnson)
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Another super edition! You and your staff are 
outstanding - except inserting incorrect birth-
days, etc. It IS December, isn’t it? (Don’t forget 
Jesus’ birthday.) 

I have a lot of quality furniture for sale. Would it 
be appropriate to announce in your classified in 
a couple of months? 

Thanks, 

Trevor (Arnold)

Gosh yes, Trevor! That is what the classifieds are 
for. We look forward to advertising all of your 
surplus wares.

Albert
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Hi Albert, 

Perhaps you have already covered this subject 
and I missed it. I am having great difficulty 
reading The Light on my MacBook Air and my 
iPhone 6. Perhaps there is an app for the phone? 
It’s just a matter of navigating through the text 
to get something I can read on the screen. Any 
suggestions would be welcome. Cheers……

Martin (Payne)

Yes, Martin, we have discussed this before, but 
it certainly bears repeating. Directly under the 
picture posting of this month’s Light on our 
church website is a long list of past issues with 
the current one at the top. Click on the one that 
you want to view, from the list. It will give you 
a PDF in a verticle format that is much easier to 
read on small devices. Hope this helps.

Albert

              1

Front cover: One of the young ladies at 
Mary’s Place, Seattle. Photo by Albert 
Rose.

Back Cover: The inauspicious entry to 
Mary’s Place, 1830 9th Ave., Seattle. Photo 
by Albert Rose
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From your Editor

Everytime I step outside, most especially 
during these cold, wet, winter days, I 
return as quickly as I can to my place of 

shelter, where I have warm meals, a warm place 
to sleep, comfortable surroundings, light to read 
by, a telephone, a computer, a bathroom, laun-
dry facilities, and the list goes on. Not everyone 
is as fortunate.

I visited Mary’s Place a couple of  times in 
preparation for this issue, and many of the ladies 
there were quite eager to tell me about their sit-
uations. They very seldom gave names, but they 
wanted recognition. Many (but for sure not all) 
wanted their pictures taken. Mary’s Place was 
providing them with support for their physi- 

cal and emotional needs, and diginity as well. 
And they welcomed the opportunity to let the 
world know. One in particular told me that she 
had been coming to Mary’s Place for a couple of 
years, originally because she couldn’t find a place 
where she could take a decent shower, and then 
because, like for so many, Mary’s Place became 
family.

King and Snohomish Counties comprise a large 
metroplitan area, and the need is great. Mary’s 
Place is expanding. The day before I arrived to 
take photographs, they had moved their new 
moms and kids into their family facility in the 
Greenwood Neighborhood where husbands and 
dads could join them. The babies that I had 
expected weren’t there, but they were certainly 
where they needed to be, together as families.

The misfortunes of these individuals has pro-
vided a catalyst for an outpouring of love and 
caring community that is quite extraordinary. 
It is hard to say which is more siginificant, the 
organization that supports those in need, or the 
community that supports the organization. I 
dare say that we couldn’t really have one without 
the other, and that’s truly what makes a beloved 
community. We do need each other. It does take 
a village to make our lives complete.

Blessings,

Albert
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A Day at
Mary’s Place
A shelter, the only shelter, for homeless women and 
children in downtown Seattle. 

Marty Hartman, Executive Director of 
Mary’s Place

For more than 15 years, Mary’s Place has 
been there, standing the gap to help 
families - moms, dads, children, babies 

- from the moment they find themselves home-
less, until they get back on track and find their 
forever home. Families that may have endured 
domestic violence, an injury or serious medical 
diagnosis, a job loss, or escape from a war torn 
country. At Mary’s Place we welcome them in, 
give them food and a warm place to stay togeth-
er, get them the resources they need, but most 
importantly - provide them support, commu-
nity, and hope. To me, Mary’s Place is there to 
love the least, lost, and alone. Mary’s Place is 
the family you need when you don’t have one 
of your own! What I love about Mary’s Place is 
you get to see God’s grace and goodness alive 
every minute of every day. 

It is a beautiful reminder that God is here, He 
never leaves us, and sends His angels to love us 
by volunteering beside us. 

I can’t think of a better place to be! —Marty—
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My first impression of Mary’s Place as we 
walked in was CHAOS!  However, we 
were warmly welcomed by staff mem-

bers and it soon became apparent that it was actu-
ally quite well organized.  Activity everywhere – 
women and children, finding their way to whatever 
they were going to be involved in that day.  I was 
deeply impressed by the “classes” being held – one 
was on setting boundaries which is a difficult thing 
for people (especially women) to learn, particularly 

if they come from a history of abuse.

It was such a treat to chat with a number of ladies, 
some of whom came daily despite the fact that they 
now have homes.  They want to support those who 
are currently struggling! 

A high point for me was talking with a woman 
from Ethiopia, Elizabeth.  She had a strong accent 
and I asked her how she came to be in the U.S.  
She indicated she and her husband had sent their 
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four children to the U.S. to protect them during 
the 20 year war – their three young sons would 
have been “drafted” into the army and forced to 
kill their own people.  Later Elizabeth and her hus-
band came to the U.S. to join their adult children, 
but he died and she was forced into bankruptcy.  A 
soft spoken, lovely woman, I was moved (and hon-
ored) when she asked me to pray for her. 

Carole Tyson
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When our group arrived in 
downtown Seattle to tour Mary’s 
Place, I was struck by the desolate 
surroundings: city grit; gray, un-
attractive buildings; and an im-
personal environment. It left one 
feeling dehumanized, without any 
connection to things living.

As we stood before two enormous 
red doors that served as the en-
trance to this service organization, 
I had no idea what was ahead. The 
space in front of this entry ap-
peared to reflect the same coldness 
that I initially experienced as we 
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approached  the area.

Then, one of the two red doors 
opened, and a vivacious, gracious 
young woman greeted us and 
ushered us downstairs into the 
basement of the building.   What 
a contrast!   Unlike the cold, im-
personal cityscape, here was light, 
warmth, and congeniality. 

Staff responded actively to clients.   
Small groups met in different 
circles to discuss skill building and 
personal development.   I wit-
nessed a genuine sense of caring 
and concern that pervaded all the 
activity.   All efforts appeared to 
focus on empowering people

to thrive in that world outside the doors of Mary’s Place, 
a world that can potentially be hazardous to a person’s 
well-being. 

I left Mary’s Place with a new appreciation for the essen-
tial work being done to serve a community by instilling 
dignity within individuals as a reflection of the God-cre-
ated image within all of us. 

John Waide  
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My initial desire to visit Mary’s Place 
was out of curiosity. I had been 
donating to it for years through St. 

Agustine’s and read the basic brochure. Other-
wise, I had no idea of what actually takes place 
there. When we started out the day of our visit, 
I assumed I would find it a depressing experi-
ence. It didn’t help having to travel the stormy 
traffic-jammed highway and streets of Seattle 
to reach our destination. But once we walked 
through the doors, an amazing thing happened. 
I saw a huge room filled with women of all col-
ors, ages, and sizes busily moving around, visit-
ing, having coffee, sorting clothes, working on 
papers and some just sitting. A feeling of warmth 
and safety filled the room.

I immediately noticed the big poster on the 
wall by the entrance which said all there is to 
say about Mary’s Place. I asked Brian to take a 
picture, and I hope to get a copy of it to keep as 
a special reminder.

I was immediately impressed by how welcoming 
the staff is - not just to visitors but to all who 
enter. It takes very dedicated people to be able to 
change lives and teach others to learn to respect 
themselves and begin a new life. The staff re-
minded me of the amazing doctors and nurses 
who work at cancer treatment facilities. Always 
encouraging, smiling and making life a bit hap-
pier for their patients and families.

Following a tour of the facility led by Abby, we 
were able to sit down with Marty Hartman, 
the Executive Director who filled us in on their 
15-year history as well as details of the daily life 
and future goals for Mary’s Place. I was basically 
blown away by what had been, and is being, ac-
complished there. She inspired all of us that day 

just as she inspires the women and children she 
comes in contact with every day.

During the free time we had to visit, I met a 
woman just a few years younger than I am. We 
had both worked more than half our lives while 
raising a family, paying taxes, etc. She never 
dreamed that she would become homeless and 
I completely understood her feelings. She was 
able to turn her life around through the help of 
Mary’s Place. She has earned her own apartment 
and still comes back every day to volunteer and 
help others. Several women I met continue to 
come back whenever they can to volunteer.

Of course, I met a few women I expected to 
find there. Some lost, but not sure they want to 
be found yet. Two trying to do without drugs 
and arguing. One young woman whose son was 
killed in a drive-by shooting. But generally the 
place was filled with smiles and hope.

At lunch I sat with an educated woman who had 
worked hard and was going to be rewarded with 
her own apartment the very next day. She said 
the hardest thing for her to overcome has been 
the way people look at her as a homeless person. 
Judging one another based on appearance is so 
easy for all of us to do. I explained that I feel the 
same way often because I am now an old woman 
and strangers often call me “sweetie” or “honey.”  
Inside I certainly don’t feel old and I want to 
slug these well-meaning folks! Human nature 
can be hurtful.

I feel blessed that I was able to visit and be a 
small part of Mary’s Place for a few hours.

I feel it definitely changed my life for the better.

Mary Vaughan
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Somewhere in every heart is a longing for home. We’ve all felt that deep ache. I first felt it when 
I was seven and sent off to summer camp while my family moved to a new home. The ache 
was so deep, the resident Collie, feeling a small child’s pain, lay down with me each day while 

I wept. Home is where we feel we belong. 

At the end of The Wiz, Dorothy sings “When I think of home I think of a place with love overflow-
ing.” To belong should mean to feel loved. I was loved; we were loved not only by my family but by 
a brilliant and compassionate community of women. The Immaculate Heart of Mary Community 
was my first clan, my first Beloved Community. They were our mentors and our role models; we 
were raised to be as they were - to offer love to others. Hospitality and welcome to all persons were 
their core value and ours. Women of Great Heart is the motto of the high school I attended. We 
were aspiring to be women of Great Heart. I was home there. 

St. Augustine’s Congregation has been celebrating and exploring what it means to be a community 
this year and next. Forums in the Fall have explored God’s Dream for Community, through read-
ings from the Old and New Testaments. The Episcopal Peace Fellowship chose Beloved Commu-
nity for the Martin Luther King Day Celebration and The Light has chosen Beloved Community 
for its theme from January till June. This article is the first of six exploring aspects of the Beloved 
Community each month. January we introduce the Beloved Community and visit an example of a 
Beloved Community in Seattle.

I first learned of the Beloved Community in Greensboro, North Carolina. The Rev. Nelson John-
son, founded the community after he was stabbed by a klansman and arrested during an anti-klan 
rally in 1979 which he helped organize. The Beloved Community was the vision of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King in which “all people can share in the wealth of the earth.” The core value of 
Dr. King’s Beloved Community was agape love which he described as “understanding, redeeming 
goodwill for all,” an “overflowing love which is purely spontaneous, unmotivated, groundless and 
creative. … the love of God operating in the human heart.” King said that “Agape does not begin 
by discriminating between worthy and unworthy people…It begins by loving others for their sakes” 
and “makes no distinction between a friend and enemy; it is directed toward both. Agape is love 
seeking to preserve and create community.” It seemed clear to me that this was an unattainable goal. 
So, I wondered, “what does this have to do with me, with us, when we live in a world that is being 
torn apart by violence and hatred?”

How can Beloved Community, King’s commitment to love all, enemy or friend, empower me and 
my community to survive and thrive? 

Beloved Community: Dreaming the Impossible Dream
Eileen Jackson



Philosopher, Josiah Royce, first explained the Beloved Community in the late 1800s. For Royce, 
Beloved Community is central to transforming the heart of humanity. It is how we will make it 
through the chaotic times in which we are living.  An overwhelming love, Royce tells us, is exactly 
what we need to be human. For Royce, in order to have a meaningful life, we must find a cause, a 
life purpose, that is born in our life experience and is inspired from within to seek truth and kind-
ness. For a cause to be good, it must be greater than anyone or any community can attain and it 
must be good for everyone not just a few. Royce called this a lost cause because we are aspiring to 
an ideal we can never attain. We are all Don Quixote chasing the impossible dream. Sister Simone 
told us, “you’ll know you’ve found your cause when it breaks your heart open.” Royce believed that 
causes are found in the social landscapes in which we live; we find a home in communities where we 
share their cause. The Civil Rights movement of Dr. King, and the Beloved Community of Rever-
end Johnson were communities with a shared cause. 

Every good fight fought in this world has started with a heart broken open. Malala’s dream is edu-
cation for girls everywhere. Mother Teresa’s was a good death for everyone. For Jimmy Carter it is 
homes for all. Impossible dreams are found in communities of dreamers and while we can’t reach 
the ultimate dream, our search moves us to accomplish amazing things. 

For a number of years St. Augustine’s has reached out with heart, hand, and treasure to Mary’s 
Place, a shelter for homeless women and children. This November the staff from The Light made 
a pilgrimage to Mary’s Place. Having known the ache of being far from home, I was more than 
delighted to learn of this place where the longing for home is made whole for women and children 
like me. If you are looking to be inspired you won’t want to put down The Light until your heart 
breaks open.  Our prayer is that by exploring Beloved Community we will renew our commitment 
to agape, hold our Beloved Community together, and renew our commitment to the Impossible 
Dream, inspiring the amazing work we do. May it be so.
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This presentation was the first in a series of six Friday morning sessions, at the beginning of a year-
long focus on “what is true Christian community” and how are such communities nurtured and 
sustained.  The other five presentations included two on Community in the Old Testament fol-

lowed by three on Community in the New Testament. Summaries of those presentations will appear later 
on in The Light, and each will be paired with reviews of the books recommended to help us continue on in 
this communal reflection on our lives together. The aim of these sessions, the book groups, the Advent and 
Lenten series, etc. is to explore the question -- “What helps us to be a more healthy Christian community?”

The concern for the health of this community comes from a strong sense of the paradox that is St. Augus-
tine’s – “a wonderfully blessed community…richly diverse with a giftedness that both nurtures as well as 
presents significant challenges for sustaining true community.” From this deep concern and love for this 
community, we have entered into this year long reflection, “not seeking so much answers…” but rather 
“transformation that will open us to the Spirit’s work among us in order to grow as community.”

Three sources coming from Frank’s personal life-faith experiences inform his understanding of Christian 
community: 1) reading and thinking about emotional suffering; 2) personal experience as a Benedictine 
Oblate and reading the Rule of Benedict; 3) understanding based on study of ancient Celtic Christian com-
munities. All of these share the common ground and source of the community of the three persons of the 
Holy Trinity.  Made in God’s image, we are made for community.

1) Reading and thinking about emotional suffering 

How do God and Jesus share [or not] in the suffering of our community? As the writers of the Old Testa-
ment did believe that God suffered with God’s people, and that God is both a strong ruler as well as fellow 
sufferer, how does that help us to respond to each other’s suffering in our community? 

2) Personal experience as a Benedictine Oblate and study of the Rule of Benedict 

The strength of a community living with the wisdom of Benedict comes through an egalitarian sensibility 
and a mutual obedience for the good of all. Mutual obedience to each other means we are committed to 
the authority of a community, rather than to an individual or to canons or principles.  Benedictine Oblates 
make a vow of stability in community, which means accepting a particular community, e.g., St. Augus-
tine’s—this place, these people, this and no other, as the way to God.  Egalitarian sensibility, mutual obedi-
ence and stability in community create a framework in which charity can flourish and room for each person 
to be herself or himself and to grow.

3) Understanding based on the study of Celtic Christian communities.

Celtic communities are also marked by an egalitarian sensibility, a strong sense of relationship with the nat-
ural world, spiritual friendships (anam cara) and the intimate presence of the Holy Spirit in all created in the 
image of God.

God’s Dream for Community at St. Augustine’s – Introduction to the Theme
A presentation given by Frank Shirbroun on October 2nd, 2015, summarized by Kathryn Rickert
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The power of such presentations to helps us be a more healthy Christian community comes not from the 
presentation alone, but rather from the reflections, ponderings, prayers, and conversations that they unleash 
among us. These help us to open our hearts and minds and make yet more room for the Spirit to enter.  
Such ponderings include: 

1. How is our faith community different from other voluntary communities, e.g. Rotary, Friends of 
the Library, Good Cheer, etc.?

2.  What examples of, or impediments to, true community do you see at St. Augustine’s

3.  If we are committed to community here, what legitimate grounds are there for breaking 
community?

4. What kind of commitment to community do we expect of each other at St. Augustine’s?

Let us continue this conversation over this next year.

A Book Review: Life together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  
Edition: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, Reader’s Edition. translated by Daniel W. Bloesch. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2015.

reviewed by Kathryn Rickert

It would be a mistake to suggest that we today should read Life Together and find it immediately and fully applica-
ble to our situation now. It is not. This book comes out of the particular and extremely challenging context of the 
1930’s for Christian faith and ministry of the Church in Germany under Hitler. The immediate community for 
which Bonhoeffer wrote was that of a group of underground (male) seminarians living together while they sought to 
learn how to minister in that difficult day. So, with this acknowledgment that considerable translation is needed for 
use in our context, what is there for us to learn from Life Together?

As with many worthwhile books, the most useful value of this book may be found in the pondering, reflection, 
prayer, and conversations that it inspires.  While the contexts differ greatly, the questions and the aspects of commu-
nal life that Bonhoeffer explores are very much the same: 

• What does it mean to be a Christian Community?

• What should do we do when we spend the day together?

• What should we do when we are alone? 

• What does it mean for us to serve each other in Christ?

• How do Confession and the Lord’s Supper (Eucharist) enter in and unfold in this community?
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We do not need to agree with all that Bonhoeffer has to say in order to benefit from this reading. Rather, the experi-
ence of faith and wisdom in his context invites us to a deep experience of faith and wisdom in our own.

Community

Bonhoeffer’s mission, work, and “life in the midst of enemies” found Christian community to be a graceful gift of 
God. The actual bodily presence of Christians to each other was a source of tremendous nurture and recognized as 
the presence of Christ. This mutual belonging to each other in Jesus Christ called for a degree of realistic and honest 
encounter that would be a challenge to anyone. A mutual awareness of openly explored and acknowledged sinfulness 
and [woundedness] asked of all a willingness to go far beyond one’s own opinions and convictions into a practice 
that allowed others “the freedom to be Christ’s.” (18) And that entry includes “sharing through its deeds and suffer-
ing in the hardships, and struggles and promise of the whole church.” (19)

The Day Together

Bonhoeffer’s vision for a life of communal daily gatherings for prayer, (unison) song, shared reading and reflection 
on Scripture, especially the Psalms, is inseparable from his vision for Christian community.  We in this context are 
challenged by that view to find new/old ways to weave such practices into our lives now.

The Day Alone

We too sometimes live “in the midst of enemies.” “Only in community do we learn to be properly alone; and only 
in being alone do we learn to live properly in community.” (56) We need both.  Such time spent in “meditation on 
Scripture, prayer, and intercession” (59) opens us to the Word of God and is an important part of the “daily service 
Christians owe to God and one another.” (64) By it we are sustained to live “In the midst of enemies.”

Service

Bonhoeffer’s view of service is as much about diversity and grappling with conflict in the Church as anything. It is 
more than a narrow view that sees only the “talented” and their gifts. It is a view of community that sees everyone – 
talented/untalented; weak/strong – as vital links in a chain that is not allowed to attack itself. It asks of all that they 
learn to listen well and long to the whole community and to engage in “active helpfulness”… and “suffer and endure 
one another.” (76-76) “The freedom of the other…is a burden to Christians…especially difficult where the strong 
and the weak in faith are bound together in one community.” (79)

Confession and the Lord’s Supper

The mutual confession of sins, one Christian to another, of which Bonhoeffer writes, challenges us to new levels of 
shared communal honesty and reconciliation. Clearly Bonhoeffer comes from a Lutheran perspective that differs 
somewhat from our Anglican traditions and practice. Still, we stand to gain a great deal by deeper consideration and 
reflection on the strong bond of humility and grace that comes from mutual acknowledgment of our woundedness 
before God and each other. 

If this book is of interest to you, please sign up on the sheet in Campbell Hall. The group(s) will meet according to 
the schedules of those interested.
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Sometimes we clamor for God’s presence and our efforts become an 
obstacle to what we most desire. St. Seraphim’s wisdom is offered for 
your contemplation. Although written long ago, its message is time-

less. Your forgiveness is asked for the exclusively masculine references to 
God.

“. . . . . What then shall we say of the Lord Himself, the never-failing 
source of every blessing both heavenly and earthly? Truly in prayer we are 
granted to converse with Him, our all-gracious and life-giving God and 
Savior Himself. But even here we must pray only until God and the Holy 
Spirit descends on us . . . . .  And when He deigns to visit us, we must stop 
praying. Why should we then pray to Him, “Come and abide in us and 
cleanse us from all impurity and save our souls, O Good One,” when He 
has already come to us to save us, who trust in Him, and truly call on His 
holy Name, that humbly and lovingly we may receive Him, the Comforter, in the mansions of our 
souls, hungering and thirsting for His coming?

“I will explain this point to your Godliness through an example. Imagine that you have invited me to 
pay you a visit, and at your invitation I come to have a talk with you. But you continue to invite me, saying: 
“Come in, please. Do come in!” then I should be obliged to think: “What is the matter with him? Is he 
out of his mind?” “So it is with regard to our Lord God the Holy Spirit. That is why it is said: “Be still and 
know that I am God” . . . . .  That is, I will appear to everyone who believes in Me and calls upon Me, and 
I will converse with him as once I conversed with Adam in Paradise, with Abraham and Jacob and other 
servants of Mine, with Moses and Job, and those like them.

Many explain that this stillness refers only to worldly matters; in other words, that during prayerful con-
verse with God you must “be still” with regard to worldly affairs. But I will tell you in the name of God 
that not only is it necessary to be dead to them at prayer, but when by the omnipotent power of faith and 
prayer our Lord God the Holy Spirit condescends to visit us, and comes to us in the plenitude of His unut-
terable goodness, we must be dead to prayer too.

“The soul speaks and converses during prayer, but at the descent of the Holy Spirit we must remain in com-
plete silence, in order to hear clearly and intelligibly all the words of eternal life which he will then deign 
to communicate. Complete soberness of soul and spirit, and chaste purity of body is required at the same 
time.” 

On Acquisition of the Holy Spirit

~ Saint Seraphim of Sarov

The Beautiful

Спас 
Ярое Око  

Sav io r 
w i th  the  

Penetrating 
Gaze

Carole Hansen CornerК
расны

й Уголок
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In House @ St.Augie’s
Notes from Nigel

What do you do when your community fractures? 

In many cases, communities that experience division simply never recover. The ones that do 
recover have a number of characteristics that can carry them through to a reconstituted or re-

newed identity.

One – perhaps the most important – is the ability to reflect on the actual causes of division. It’s often very 
easy to jump to conclusions about the actual basis on which communities struggle – more often than not 
these events or experiences, while very real to those who are caught up in them, are actually not the cause(s) 
but the presenting symptoms for other, deeper issues or moments undiagnosed or denied by most everyone. 

In the heat of the moment – and sometimes long after – we can take things at face value and go no further 
along reflection’s slow road, with quite destructive consequences.

Communities that survive (always the first part of any recovery) and then make the painful, slow journey 
back to health are marked, therefore, by the ability to be reflective. 

What really lies behind events and moments? Is it what we think? As part of the Pastoral Leadership Pro-
gram that I participated in back in 2009 I recall an exercise where we took a volunteered example of failure 
and then diagrammed the stresses placed on the individual or group at the center – the one or ones who 
“failed.” This was the first step to diagnosing the situation and finding a potential solution. I offered up an 
example of a place where I considered I had failed. The group proceeded to take apart the event, and dia-
grammed ten different pressure points (applied unreflectively) by ten different individuals or groups. I was 
simply unaware of these stress points. As someone observed, “no wonder you acted the way you did!”

Figuring out exactly what’s going on is the first step toward vitality for any community that hopes to thrive 
in our contemporary world, whether they are a healthy community or not. Unless we are willing to do this 
hard work of exploration, there’s not much hope for us!

As we look at the Beloved Community over the next six months, I invite you to become a part of this pro-
cess of reflection as the first step on our journey toward that vision of the Body of Christ that lies at the 
center of our faith. We all hope to thrive; we can only do so together.

Grace and peace to you.

Nigel
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Personnel

CHURCH STAFF

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

The Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton, 
Rector
Molly Grimm
Parish Administrator 
David Locke,  
Parish Musician
Julie Spangler,  
Director of Christian Formation
Rob Anderson
Bookkeeper
SheilaFoster 
Childcare

Bert Speir, 
Senior Warden
Bill Skubi,  
Junior Warden
Ron St. George, Beverly Babson
Treasurers
VESTRY

CONVENTION

TABULATORS

LECTORS

EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

WORSHIP LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

CHOIR

SOPHIA SINGERS

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

GREETERS

USHERS

ANIMAL MINISTRY

ARTS & AESTHETICS

GARDENS

COLUMBARIUM

ENDOWMENT FUND

EPISCOPAL PEACE FELLOWSHIP

GREENING

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

INTEGRITY

MISSION SUNDAY OFFERING 

QUIET TIME

SCHOLARSHIP

ADULT FORUMS

STEWARDSHIP

Trevor Arnold, Jody Heiken, Brian Reid, Bill Skubi,  
Claree Vandegrift, Seth Luginbill, Bert Speir, Kate An-
derson, Mic Kissinger, OPEN Clerk

Mary Ann Speir, Bert Speir, Susan Sandri, Ron St. 
George Delegates 
Kate Anderson, Rob Anderson Alternates

Richard Tussey Lead Tabulator

Nancy Ruff Coordinator, Rebecca Reid Scheduling

Albert Rose, Margaret Schultz, Diane Lantz,  
Ron St. George

Frank Shirbroun Contact

Melisa Doss, Carole Hansen Coordinators

Rob Anderson, Melisa Doss Mentors

Julie Spangler Director

Margaret Schultz, Brian Reid Contacts

Susan Sandri Chair

Art Taylor 8:00, Trevor Arnold 10:30 Scheduling

Diana Klein Contact

Beverley Babson Coordinator

Kate Anderson Chair

Dick Hall Contact

Ted Brookes Chair, Grant Heiken Secretary

Pat Brookes 8:00, OPEN 10:30 Coordinators

Ron St. George Convener

Ron St. George Chair

See Office Administrator

Chris Lubinski Convener

Ray Haman Chair

Brian Reid Contact and Scheduling

Margaret Schultz 8:00, Rebecca Reid 10:30 Scheduling

David Locke Parish Musician Ted Brookes 
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B I R T H D A Y S A N N I V E R S A R I E SEVENTS

 1. Beth Sizer

 2. Celia & Terry Metz

 3. Ashley McConnaughey

 4. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

 5. Ann Fruetche

 6. Dawn Collins, Jack Levit, Lyn De Shong, 
Egon & Laina Molbak 
Narcotics Anonymous 7P

 7. Genevieve & Gilbert Nyerges

 8. Alan Hancock

 9. Diana Klein

  11.Gaither Kodis, Mike Seymour 
Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

 12. Molly Grimm, Nettie & Pete Snyder

 13. Jack Wallock, Jim Norman 

Narcotics Anonymous 7P

  15.Barry Levit, Elizabeth Hancock

 16. Bob Mann, Jo Davies

 17. Claree Vandegrift, Jody Levit,  
Laura Luginbill

 18. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

 19. Dick Hall, Glen Corell, Judy Hoiseth,

 20. Narcotics Anonymous 7P

  22.Isabel Neddow, Ray Hamen, 

  24.Hugh Tocheny

 25. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

  27.Narcotics Anonymous 7P

 28. Anne Pringle, Terry Bible

 29. Joan Focht, Lynda Dial

January Calendar

SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I (followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult Forums).

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II (with music, church school & child care, followed by coffee/fellowship).

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with incense)

Tuesday
7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation

Wednesday
10:00 am  Eucharist and Holy Unction (prayers for healing)
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Adult Forums: December
Ted Brookes Presents

New Year’s Day specifically, and the month of January in general, are the times when people 
like to make resolutions - to remake themselves in an improved self image if you will. I 
have been thinking a great deal about this phenomenon recently, particularly in light of 

what is happening throughout the world these days. Wouldn’t it be revolutionary if we could make 
our resolutions for 2016 focus more on overcoming outward, universal issues like poverty, hunger, 
and bigotry rather than engage in “me” improvement issues? Isn’t that what it means to be a Chris-
tian? Paul was very specific about this in his letters to the Christian communities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. The Sunday adult forum schedule for January might just serve as a catalyst to get 
us all thinking in these terms. First, we will have our annual All Parish Meeting, Part 1, where new 
Vestry members as well as Diocesan Convention delegates will be elected by the congregation at this 
gathering. For the following two weeks we will continue our environmental series on Gorongosa 
Park, focusing on human kind’s herculean efforts to re-wild this most unique and beautiful national 
park in all of Africa. The last two Sundays in January will be reserved for our Bible study program 
on the New Testament, featuring Dr. Bart Ehrman from the University of North Carolina. These 
two sessions will take an in-depth look at the Gospels of Mark and Matthew. 

Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters or hosts are provided below: 

3 January - Gorongosa Park, Battle Lines. Gorongosa Park in Mozambique is perhaps Africa’s 
greatest wildlife restoration story. This amazing conservation effort represents a 20-year public-pri-
vate partnership between the Government of Mozambique and the Gorongosa Restoration Project, 
a U.S. non-profit organization. By adopting a 21st century conservation model of balancing the 
needs of the people and the wildlife, this unique partnership is protecting and saving this beautiful 
wilderness, returning it to its rightful place as one of Africa’s greatest parks after 30 years of devasta-
tion from civil war. For many scientists, Gorongosa Park is ecologically the most diverse park in the 
world. For that reason alone, it is extremely important to re-wild, protect, and preserve its ecosys-
tems. Ted Brookes presents.

10 January - All Parish Meeting, Part 1. This all-hands gathering will assemble to elect new Vestry mem-
bers as well as parish delegates to the annual Diocesan Convention. Father Nigel will host. 
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17 January - Gorongosa Park, Roaring Back. You will experience the incredible and inspiring 
rebirth of an African wilderness through the eyes of Emmy Award winning wildlife photographer 
Bob Poole. Mr. Poole joined scientists and conservationists on a two-year adventure to re-wild the 
million acre paradise on Mozambique’s Gorongosa National Park, a place that was virtually de-
stroyed in a 30-year civil war. Restoring the fabric of life in the park is one of the most ambitious 
wilderness restoration projects ever attempted. Bob Poole combined his passion for conservation 
with his career, filming the world’s most beautiful, but vulnerable, wild animals. In this DVD, he 
helps scientists dart and track elusive lions, decodes the behavior of the park’s angry elephants, wres-
tles and studies massive crocodiles,and helps truck in herds of animals to replace the ones that were 
lost during the war. Gorongosa National Park is one of the most exciting and challenging conserva-
tion stories happening in the world today. Ted Brookes presents. 

24 January - Mark, Jesus the Suffering Son of God. The Gospel of Mark is the shortest and earli-
est account of Jesus’ life and death in the New Testament. Written by an unknown Greek-speaking 
Christian about 35 to 40 years after Jesus’ death, the account is based on oral traditions available 
to its author. Mark portrays Jesus as the authoritative, but universally misunderstood, Son of God. 
Despite Jesus’ spectacular teachings, healings, and exorcisms, virtually no one in Mark’s account 
can understand his true identity. Even his disciples who acknowledge Jesus as the “messiah” appear 
to be obsessed with the traditional Jewish view of of Jesus as the all powerful savior of the Jewish 
people and the state of Israel. Ted Brookes presents. 

31 January - Matthew, Jesus the Jewish Messiah. The Gospel of Mark was used as the literary 
source for the Gospel of Matthew. One of the ways to study Matthew (and Luke as well) is to com-
pare it to its source, to see how the author added to it, took away from, or otherwise modified the 
earlier account. Matthew shares a good deal in common with Mark, especially his view that Jesus is 
the Son of God, who must die for the sins of the world. However, Matthew’s stories stress both the 
Jewish-ness of Jesus and his opposition to other forms of Judaism. In Matthew, Jesus is emphati- 
cally shown to be the Jewish messiah sent from God to the Jewish people in fulfillment of Jewish 
Law. Jewish religious authorities come under constant attack from Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel, as he 
maligns their hypocracy and wickedness. Ted Brookes presents.
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On Monday, January 18 at 1:00, on the day set aside to honor the nonviolent witness of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the annual Whidbey “Blessed Are the Peace Makers” community 
event will be held at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Freeland. A free lunch will be 

served from 12 to 12:45 in Campbell Hall. The event is sponsored by the St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Peace Fellowship (EPF).

This year’s theme is the “Beloved Community.” Dr. Martin Luther King articulated in many of his 
speeches and sermons the concept or vision of a Beloved Community. For Dr. King, the Beloved 
Community was not a lofty utopian goal. Instead, he envisioned the Beloved Community as a real-
istic, achievable goal that could be attained by a critical mass of people committed to and trained in 
the philosophy and methods of nonviolence. 

The Beloved Community is inclusive. A community where the spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood 
reign and where bigotry, racism and all forms of discrimination will not be tolerated. At the core of 
Dr. King’s vision of a Beloved Community is love and reconciliation. “The end is reconciliation; the 
end is redemption; the end is the creation of the Beloved Community. It is this type of spirit and 
this type of love that can transform opponents into friends. … It is this love which will bring about 
miracles in the hearts of [men and women].”

As in past years, a narrative text read from the pulpit will interact with readings from the pews. The 
readings will provide historical background to events in the Movement where the Beloved Com-
munity experience was manifested. Featured among the Beloved Community moments will be 
Nashville, Albany (Georgia), Parchman Prison (Mississippi) and the March for Jobs and Freedom 
(Washington, DC). The Nashville sit-ins were lead by a well disciplined group of students whose 
nonviolent activism was rooted in their Christian faith and the teachings and actions of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The Albany Movement displayed the importance of music and church to the Movement. 
Afro-American gospel hymns and spirituals became Freedom songs. The Beloved Community was 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers

A WHIDBEY EVENT
Dick Hall
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even observed in jail. Freedom Riders sent to Parchman Prison overcame deplorable conditions and 
treatment to develop a strong commitment to bringing about nonviolent change. The nation was 
introduced to the Beloved Community with the March on Washington and the “I Have a Dream” 
speech.

Glimpses of contemporary Beloved Communities with nonviolent activism and reconciliation will 
be explored through short witnesses on “Mother Emanuel” in Charleston, the Wisconsin Amish 
response to an unprovoked attack on their church, and the forgiveness extended by the father of 
Matthew Shepard. His son, an Episcopal altar person and college student, was murdered because he 
was gay.

Mary Sandford will give a short homily on the Greensboro, North Carolina Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC) based on the South African model. The Greensboro TRC was created in 
response to a 1978 attack on demonstrators that involved KKK and police collusion. The emphasis 
of the TRC model on reconciliation and redemption connects it with the Beloved Community.

A key component of the service will be music. The “Beloved Community” of the Civil Rights, or 
Black Freedom Movement, found strength and inspiration from music that reflected and includ-
ed the gospel music of the Southern African American churches. The Whidbey gathering will also 
draw strength and inspiration from this music. 

Despite the many successes of the Movement, there remains a considerable gap in earnings between 
European Americans and people of color. Voter suppression is being pursued today, racial profiling 
is practiced by law enforcement and massive incarceration in the United States disproportionally 
impacts people of color. People of color are much more likely to be victims of police violence than 
their white brothers and sisters. The nonviolent struggle to create a Beloved Community continues.

The St. Augustine’s Christian Formation Committee has selected community as a parish theme for 
the year. Therefore, the Beloved Community should have a special meaning for St. Augustine’s. The 
Beloved Community themes of a common vision, inclusion and reconciliation should resonate with 
the parish. 

“The aftermath of nonviolence is the creation of the beloved community. The aftermath of nonvi-
olence is redemption. The aftermath of nonviolence is reconciliation. The aftermath of violence is 
emptiness and bitterness.” (Martin Luther King, Jr., 1957)

Please come to St. Augustine’s at 1:00 on January 18 to get a feel of a Beloved Community and 
make this Martin Luther King holiday a day on, not a day off.

Childcare will be provided. Families and youth are encouraged to attend.
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Yes, it does takes a village!

Mary’s Place, December 23rd, 2015
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