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What is religion?

T

his is a question that came up for me a few weeks ago as
I labored on my doctoral dissertation. At first glance you
might think this is a crazy question to be asking! “Isn’t it
obvious? Religion is about believing in God.” And a quick check
of any dictionary tends to reinforce that view. For instance, The
American Heritage Dictionary, defines religion as “Belief in and
reverence for a supernatural power recognized as the creator and governor of the universe; A particular integrated system of this expression;
The spiritual or emotional attitude of one who recognizes the existence
of a superhuman power or powers; A set of beliefs, values, and practices based on the teachings of a spiritual leader.”
However, it has become obvious to those who study religion that
this is actually a very narrow definition. What, for instance, about
humanism, or atheism – don’t these self-described groupings share
many of the features and characteristics that organized religion
displays? Could they be called religions? Humanity’s religious
experience has been – and continues to be – highly diverse, and it
quickly becomes obvious when you do any digging that “religion”
doesn’t have to include belief in a God!
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Attempts to define religion – conscious or not – are not new. The Bookkeeper
word itself comes from the Latin verb religare, which originalTHE LIGHT
ly meant “to tie back, tie tight,” and its related adjective religio,
“obligation, bond.” That “bond” came to mean “the bond between Albert Rose
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ater is one of those commodities that we
tend to take for granted. We just have such
an abundance of it. But, like anything else close to
us, there is import in careful examination. Not only
do we need to appreciate the great gift that we have,
but without close attention, we risk its loss through
overuse and pollution.

Vestry Recap

17
21

God’s Creation

23

Bird of the Month

24

M

S

O

BIRTHDAYS JUNE,JULY,AUGUST ANNIVESARIES

Everyone has stories about water. I spent 4 years in the
Navy steaming across it and getting seasick. Closer to
home, water creates jobs for our Island residents. We
sail upon it and catch fish from it. It generates our electricity and waters our lawns and gardens. We bathe in
it and wash our clothes. It creates the clouds that make
our sunsets beautiful. It cools the engines in our cars
and nourishes and hydrates our bodies.
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Too much of a good thing, water was the cause of the
deadly mudslide in Oso and the landslides that have
struck Whidbey. The tornadoes across the midwest and
the hurricanes in our southern states happen because of
the interactions of warm, moist air.
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Water causes life to happen, and living things to grow.
Yes, water is an essential ingredient for life itself. Our
space explorations look for signs of water as indicators
of the possibility of extra-terrestrial life.
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Introduction:

Joe Sheldon
J

oe is a retired environmental professor
connected with the Pacific Rim Institute
in Coupeville. I met Joe at a book study
at Craig and Joy Johnson’s. I was considerably
impressed with his profound knowledge and
love of the environment, especially his awareness
of the theological implications of our stewardship. When asked to contribute to The Light
and ‘please send me a brief resume,’ I received
both the impressive article that follows and this
extraordinary, ‘sort of brief,’ list of accomplishments. All of it is, in my estimation, a great read.
Enjoy! Albert

H

igh school in St. Helens, Oregon; B.S. The
College of Idaho (Biology); Ph.D. the
University of Illinois (Entomology). Thirty six
years of college teaching at Eastern College and
Messiah College (both in Pennsylvania). Summer teaching faculty of Au Sable Institute of
Environmental science (1987-2007) Received
outstanding teaching awards at both Eastern
and Messiah College. Received the Conservation Educator of the Year, Classroom Category,
for the state of Pennsylvania in 1998. Served as
President of the American Entomological Society (1991-1997) and President of the American
Scientific Affiliation (1998-1999). Board Member of the Evangelical Environmental Network
(2004-2007). Chairman of the Academic Committee of the Creation Care Study Program
(2004-2007). Presented invited expert testimony on the Endangered Species Act for the House
Committee on Resources (2004). Participant in
the first Scientists-Evangelicals Retreat in 2006

at The Melhana Plantation, Thomasville, GA.,
sponsored by the Center for Health and the
Global Environment, (Harvard Medical School)
and the National Association of Evangelicals.
Author of numerous articles on insect ecology; science/religion focusing on stewardship of
Creation; and two books – Rediscovery of Creation: A Bibliographical Study of the Church’s
Response to the Environmental Crisis, 1992,
The American Theological Library Association
ATLA Bibliography Series, No. 29 and The
Scarecrow Press, Inc; Redeeming Creation: The
Biblical Basis for Environmental Stewardship,
1996. Inter Varsity Press, Co-authored with Van
Dyke, Mahan, and Brand. Retired to Whidbey
Island, WA June 2007.
Board Vice Chair for Pacific Rim Institute for
Environmental Stewardship (2009-present).
Steering Committee for Whidbey Island Theological Studies (WITS) 2014.
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W A T E R

by Joseph Sheldon [Special to The Light]

photo by Bonnie Liberty

It is a curious situation that the sea, from which life first arose should now
be threatened by the activities of one form of that life. But the sea, though
changed in a sinister way, will continue to exist; the threat is rather to life itself.
Rachel Carson, (1907-1964) The Sea Around Us, 1951

W

ater is one of God’s essential provisions for life on Earth. It covers approximately 71%
of Earth’s surface and is required for all life to exist. Psalm 104 beautifully describes
God’s loving care for Creation as He regulates and controls the water cycle. See also
Isaiah 55:10 and Job 36:27. Yet Scripture cautions us to use our water wisely. Ezekiel 34:18-19
(NIV) states: “Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with
your feet? Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and drink what you have muddied with
your feet?” In stark contrast, Psalm 23:2-3 describes God refreshing our souls as we walk in His
life-giving Creation. The psalmist writes: “He makes me lie down in Green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters, He restores my soul.” A healthy and fruitful Creation is necessary for both spiritual and physical health!
When water is absent or in short supply, all life suffers. A well-known poem states: “Water, water,
every where, Nor any drop to drink…1. It is only a matter of scale whether one is on a ship (as was
the case of the Ancient Mariner above), lives on Whidbey Island, or is a resident of planet Earth.
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We are dependent on the water supply that is carried with us.

For the Ancient Mariner, the on-board water supply had run out and the ship was surrounded by
unusable salt water. Those of us on Whidbey Island are more fortunate. Our larger water supply is
either the aquifer under our feet (a renewable resource) or the water delivery pipe under Deception
Pass bridge that delivers mainland (Skagit River) water to Oak Harbor and the Naval Base. Yet even
here, there are real and potential problems.
Earth’s water supply might appear nearly inexhaustible to the casual observer, but it indeed is a very
limited resource when one considers the water for day-to-day use. A breakdown of global water
shows 97.5% to be oceanic salt water and 2.5% fresh water. Most of the fresh water is frozen as
polar ice and glaciers with only 0.77% of the total water supply liquid fresh water.2 Much of this,
however, is inaccessible deep ground water leaving only about .02% of the global water supply available fresh water.3 In this limited capacity, water is considered to be one of the most precious of our
resources and perhaps the most limiting resource in the future.
According to John Stott “It has long been said that water will be even more important than oil as a
threatened scarce resource in the next fifty years. Some have even predicted that violence between
nation states will take place over access to water and rights to rivers which cross boundaries between
countries. Access to clean water and adequate sanitation were declared [by the United Nations] to
be a ‘human right’ in 2002.” p. 138-139 Stott.4
Let’s now turn to Whidbey Island and its fresh water supply. Whidbey, like most other areas has
two on-going challenges -- the quantity and the quality of its fresh water. Other than Oak Harbor
and the Naval Base, the remainder of the island depends on wells drawing water from Whidbey’s
aquifers. Readers are encouraged to consult Island County’s Water Resource Management Plan
(ICWRMP) for details – see #5 below.
The aquifers of Whidbey are highly complex. The term “sole source aquifer” does not apply island
wide. Rather the aquifers appear as shown
in Fig. 1 taken from the Water Resource
Management Plan of 2005. The aquifers are
comprised of multiple layers of sand and gravel filled with ground water and separated by
layers (aquitards) of finer silt and clay through
which water moves much more slowly. At a
specific location, there may be several aquifers
(see Fig. 1) each with different characteristics
(size, pressure, flow rate etc.). Wells are drilled
deep enough to hit an aquifer of sufficient water delivery capacity. The necessary depth of
the well will depend on local conditions.
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Three major factors relate to the long-term water delivery capacity of an aquifer – the amount of
water that it contains, the rate that wells are pumping from the aquifer (number of wells and pumping rate), and the natural recharge capacity of the aquifer that depends exclusively on rainfall since
Whidbey is an island surrounded by salt water. A significant challenge for understanding the capacity of local aquifers is the variability of rainfall that averages 17 inches in central Whidbey to 40
inches in the island’s south region. Also aquifers near sea level and the shoreline may merge with salt
water of Puget Sound and as freshwater is pumped from the aquifer, the salt water may move inland
until the quality of the well’s freshwater is compromised. Such seawater intrusion is a serious problem in some near-shore areas of Whidbey.
Critical to understanding our water supply is the recharge rate and the withdrawal rate. Previous
Island County studies by the United States Geological Survey indicate that the recharge rate is
approximately 6 inches per year – about 22 billion gallons for Island County’s 210 square miles
of land surface. The per person consumption use is estimated at 105 gallons per person per day.
Based on the 2000 census report and subtracting the City of Oak Harbor and Whidbey Naval Air
Station, the estimated residential use of groundwater in Island County is 2.3 billion gallons. Total
non-residential use (commercial and agricultural) combined add 616 million gallons as of 2004.
The combined annual demand as of 2004 was estimated to be 2.9 billion gallons. The estimated
total Island County infiltration rate (22 billion gallons) thus exceeds the estimated withdrawal rate
(2.9 billion gallons) by several fold. That is comforting information on the grand scale, but of little
value for local planning that depends on unavailable information on the local aquifer being tapped
where aquifer size, withdrawal capacity and recharge rates are unknown. It is also of little comfort
to those already suffering from salt water intrusion.
Water quality issues on Whidbey Island are the other side of the coin. Although the total quantity
of water appears to be presently secure, we must constantly guard our aquifers from contamination.
See Fig. 2 for Whidbey’s most susceptible areas. Some natural levels of concern exist including arsenic. Washington State Dept. of Health has set a maximum contaminant level for arsenic of 10ppb
(parts per billion). Some wells and local water systems exceed that amount and have installed arsenic removal systems. Local communities with high density housing serviced by septic systems may
exceed the soil capacity to break down the septic waste resulting in the possibility of aquifer contamination and/or shoreline water contamination. As a response to local actual or potential contamination, the harvesting of shellfish is often restricted in those high density shoreline areas. Areas
closed to shellfish harvesting due to health restrictions are listed in the annual Washington Sport
Fishing Rules. Ultimately, the long-term solution for some high density sites will be the installation
of local water treatment facilities. Farms provide another possible concern. A common practice
for dairy farms is the spreading of manure on adjacent agricultural fields to provide an inexpensive
quality organic source of fertilizer. Such practice may result in high crop yields at a lower cost to
the farmer, but it is essential to monitor the amount of manure applied vs. the rate that it is incorporated into the plant-soil ecosystem system. Excess manure may leach nitrogen, phosphates, etc.
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downward with the infiltrating ground water and contaminate the aquifer. This is a major problem
in some areas of Pennsylvania where Amish excess application of manure has rendered the local
aquifer unsafe for drinking as well as yielding a bad taste due to the nitrogen contamination.
How then do we put this information into day-to-day practice as we incorporate Creation care as
an act of worship in our daily lives? That of course is essential for living servant-hood to flow from
the lives of Christians in God’s Kingdom today. There is a critical three-way interaction that informs and controls our lives. Our day-to-day activities (our “praxis”) depend on our understanding
of how the world works (the science of it all), and our ethical framework that directs our choices.
As Christians, our ethics must flow from God’s Kingdom and not the kingdom of the World. But
what sources are available to help us establish a foundational understanding based on a theology
of water? And where can we turn for a quick introduction to the science of water? Let me suggest
an important recent source. The book “Keeping God’s Earth: The Global Environment in Biblical
Perspective”6 is an excellent resource that deals both with the science and the theology of water. It
consists of chapters written by Christian scientists addressing the critical Creation Care issues of today. Each scientifically focused chapter is followed by a theologian’s response that provides a theological grounding. Praxis then can flow from a Biblically based ethic accompanied by solid science.
Chapters deal with cities (the urban environment), the diversity of life (care of the living creatures),
water, and climate change. The final chapter addresses environmental ethics. The book is essential
reading for all Christians who seek to serve their Lord responsibly as they live and serve in today’s
Kingdom.
I trust that you have enjoyed this brief look at Creation care and water on Whidbey Island. May
the Lord bless you and guide your path to abundant green pastures (and forest trails) and refresh
your body and soul with the clean/cool waters of Whidbey Island. We live in a special place that
requires loving care!

1

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

2

Wright, Richard T. Environmental Science 10th Ed. 2008. Prentice Hall.

3

Miller, G. Tyler, Sustaining the Earth, 8th ed. 2007. Thomson Brooks/Cole.

4

Stott, John. Issues Facing Christians Today, 4th ed. 2006. Zondervan.

www.islandcountyeh.org/Uploads/FKCEditor/file/Final%20Plan.pdf

5

Noah J. Toly and Daniel I. Block, Eds. Keeping God’s Earth: The Global Environment in Biblical
Perspective. 2010. InterVarsity Press Academic.
6
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Fig. 2. The regions of Whidbey
most susceptible to water pollution
problems. I recommend that you
consult the actual planning document for specific details.

Aquifer Susceptibility
LOW
MODERATE
HIGH

Island County Water
Resource Management Plan
2514 Watershed Planning
Adopted June 20, 2005
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Louis W. LaBombard

photo by Edward Curtis / Library of Congress collection

W

hen pondering the role that water plays in the myths and legends of Native Americans,
one must first realize the complexity of the term “Native American.” There were thousands of different bands, tribes and nations and later confederacies before the coming of
the Europeans. All had different languages (although many were from the same “mother”) and dialects. Each group transmitted, in their own cultural ways, how the earth was formed and changed,
how various animals , birds, trees, mountains, valleys and deserts came to be as they are now. Every
culture reflects reality as an adaptation to various and oft times unique environmental and social
challenges.
Native Americans were very aware of the necessity of water for life, some more than others. Those in
the deserts were especially concerned with this factor. Native Americans understood that we live in
an aquatic environment before birth and that we, as all living things, require it to exist. Thus, water
is the central focus for many stories. The body of water can contain many good things but also can
hide evil things or at least things that have the potential to be. Northwest coastal tribes describe
how their Nations adapted to the ways of the sea (the land as well). Their stories reflect the relationships with the things living in the sea from those elements that fed them or befriended them, to
the water monsters which could destroy them (also those on the land). Many Nations living near
large rivers had various tales of creatures who demanded tribute in order to safely cross, still others had tales of giant snakes who were the result of breaking of a taboo and live now in the rivers.
Underlying lessons were always present in stories that reflected the norms and values of the groups
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telling them. Stories of hoarding water and having to be tricked out of it, is a theme from the desert
groups. The trickster myths of all nations are important ways to communicate the norms and values
of the specific groups. Often they have water, in some form, as a component of the story.
Some stories reflect a Creator Being responsible for the totality of living things and the belief that
something from the Creator exists in all things. This “spirit” found in all things is not something to
be worshiped but respected. Many of these stories involve the Creator Being enlisting the aid of animals, birds, etc. to make the world (Earth diver myths, etc.) by bringing up mud from the bottom
of the primordial sea and the result is the land and all that is on it resting on the back of a giant
snapping turtle swimming through the endless sea of space. Humans appear, as in Judaism and
Christianity, after all has been formed and given responsibility to take care of all that was created.
As in all Native American stories, there are moral and object lessons embedded in the story that not
only explain the phenomenon of creation but also teach, covertly, values, norms and expected attitudes of the specific group that tells them.
There are stories of emergence from worlds under the earth and the changes each experience had on
living things. Those involve the last world before emerging to this one being a water world. Here is
where all living animals, birds, etc. and humans became solid creatures as they are now. According
to the Dine’ (Navajo), First Coyote stole the Water Monster’s baby. She was so upset that she started
to flood the world. First Cricket chewed a hole in a large hollow cane and all the animals emerged
into the present world (also populated with huge monsters which the warrior twins, Born of Water
and Monster Slayer, killed and turned to stone (explanation for fossils anyone?). There is no description of what the Water Monster’s baby looked like, hence, traditional Dine’ (Navajo) will eat nothing that comes from the water.
There are stories of Sky Villages where a curious woman fell through the sky to the sea where a
similar activity as that of earth diver myths occurred and the woman now becomes the Mother of
Nations.
Stories involving water are abundant and varied. They reflect the culture’s concepts of reality and
the ways the culture adapted to areas that had lots of water or barely enough to sustain human life.
They teach valuable lessons about the way one who is a member of the specific culture should live
their life.

Louis W. LaBombard (Haudenasaune)
is a Native American story teller. He is Professor of Anthropology
at the Whidbey Campus of Skagit Valley College.
He is descended from the Seneca Nation.
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Water & Baptism

F

inally, water serves as the vehicle for initiation into the great mystery that is our faith. Water, by
virtue of our baptism, symbolizes our oneness in Christ and each other. And as we reach out
to serve, both laity and ordained together, we do it with the blessing and authority of the body as a
whole, the baptized. Each of us in our individual and several ministries function for the greater good
of all, as Christ draws all creation to Himself, washed clean and refreshed by the water of His Spirit.
John Waide and Albert Rose in conversation with Nigel Taber-Hamilton.
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Gay Pride, Rainbow Flags,
Pink Triangles and Parades

by Ron StGeorge

B

y now you’ve likely noticed that St. Augustine’s is proudly displaying our support of
the lesbian/gay/bi-sexual/transgender (LGBT) community by flying the Rainbow
Flag. The Rainbow Flag has been around for about 35 years. Some say it was inspired by Judy Garland’s song “Over the Rainbow.” Others say it originated with the
“hippie” movement and still others say that it was born out of the outrage following
the murder of Harvey Milk. Whatever its origins, the Rainbow Flag is widely recognized as the universal symbol of Gay Pride. While it is flown throughout the year, the Rainbow
Flag is most prominent every June.
Gay Pride has evolved and grown significantly in recent years, but it had a very turbulent start. In
June, 1969 it was illegal to be homosexual in most areas of the USA. Even in New York City, gays
and lesbians had to live their lives in secret and they took refuge at a small ramshackle bar in Greenwich Village called “The Stonewall Inn.” After years of police harassment and “gay bashings” by
homophobic neighbors, the Stonewall Rebellion exploded on June 28, 1969. Several days of rioting
followed, and from chaos a movement was created.
In June we celebrate our distinctiveness and rejoice in our shared struggle for acceptance. Gay Pride
is not about sex. Gay Pride is not about demanding “extra” rights; it is about insisting upon equal
rights. Gay Pride is everyone coming together and recognizing that each of us has a story to tell.
Very few gay men of my generation have lived a life free of homophobic bigotry. I remember being
called “faggot” or worse when I was only 10 or 11 years old. As I got older I remember being cognizant of using my hands when I spoke and not crossing my legs when I sat in a room with strangers.
Many, many gay and lesbians have been beaten, ridiculed, harassed and even murdered. We share
a common history of intolerance, hate and rejection. We also share a legacy of activism, love and
solidarity.
Gay Pride month is special because it unites all of us. It reminds us that we are all God’s creation,
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and we deserve to love and to be loved. Gay Pride brings all of us together in a celebration of human
endurance. It is our great gift to not only accept the differences of others, but to delight in God’s
abundant cornucopia of race, gender, language, religion and sexual orientation.
St. Augustine’s is privileged to fly the Pride Flag. We’ve earned this privilege through our commitment to tolerance, love, fellowship and the teachings of our Lord and Savior. We’ve earned the right
to fly the Pride Flag. Why? Just look what we’ve accomplished in 2014:
• Established the first Integrity Chapter on Whidbey Island.
• Hosted monthly Integrity-Whidbey Island meetings with an average attendance of 23 people per
meeting and as high as 43 folks in attendance at the March 2014 meeting.
• Hosted LGBT guest speakers and sponsored films and events across South Whidbey.
• Open invitation to all parishioners to march for equality in the Seattle Gay Pride Parade
We are all blessed to have found St. Augustine’s, and the Pride Flag is our invitation to anyone who
is still seeking God’s blessing. All are welcome here.

Education for Ministry

Begins Again in September

E

very baptized person is called to ministry. The Education for Ministry program (EfM) was
developed to help us (lay people) discern and practice our ministries. Through concentrated study and an experience of Christian community, participants support each other to see
where we may be called to serve.
Beginning with our “Spiritual Autobiographies” – the stories of our lives – we mine our experience for jewels of insight into what is meaningful for each of us. The program is not meant to push
anyone into a particular path; rather, the aim is to study the path we have been on all our lives and
to see where we are called to take the next step. Radical change may not be called for; it may be
enough to be reassured that we are on a good path where we are.
To provide a foundation for our discernment, the program has a strong educational element. Each
of the four years concentrates on an area of religious study: 1) Old Testament, 2) New Testament,
3) Church History, and 4) Contemporary Theology. Participants commit to one year at a time, with
34 weekly class sessions during the year. We meet to discuss the week’s reading assignments, to
share significant happenings in our lives from the past week, and to reflect from our growing perspective as theologians on those happenings.
If you are interested in participating in EfM, or just want to learn more about the program, call
Rob Anderson (360-221-1495) or Melisa Doss (360-341-4135), or talk to us at church, Sundays.
The next session will begin with the school year, next September.
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Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: June

I

s there any doubt that June will be a harbinger of a wonderful summer on Whidbey? The clues
were contained in those halcyon days of May we have recently enjoyed. Southern Californians
dubbed this time of year “June gloom” because of the thick fog in the morning that does not
burn off until the afternoon. Thankfully, we don’t have that problem here in paradise, so full speed
ahead. Here we come summer!
Hopefully, our June forums will add some additional sunshine in your lives. This will be a somewhat different set of adult forums. I am calling it “public service” month. The guest speakers we
have lined up will tell you why. First, our own Dr. Mike Picco will talk about hip & Knee replacement surgery. Janet Stein, the county Weed Control lady, will explain about the noxious weeds all
around us. Collin Tong, a member of St. Mark’s Cathedral, will talk about Alzheimer’s caregiving
while featuring his new book on the subject. Cheryn Weiser, Executive Director of Island County
Senior Services, will brief us on the many services offered to seniors and the continuous need for
volunteers. Finally, I’ll continue our series on the History of Christianity in the Reformation Era.
Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters or hosts are noted below:
1 June – Noxious Weeds, Plants We Love to Hate. Janet Stein, Program Coordinator, Island
County Weed Control Board, will give us a primer on noxious weeds and invasive plants that may
be inhabiting your property. Janet has 30 years experience in the field of natural resource conservation. Right now, she is hard at work educating landowners about noxious weeds and helping them
develop control plans. She hopes that after hearing this presentation you will join her in the crusade. Janet’s talk will provide a general overview of invasive noxious weeds in Island County, citizen
responsibility under state law, and landowner weed control options. Live examples of some of the
more problematic noxious weeds will be shown to help with identification skills, and we will walk
around the grounds for a bit after the forum to see what we can find. Ted Brookes will host.
8 June – Facing The Future with Our Community. Cheryn Weiser, Executive Director, Island
County Senior Services, will provide us with an update on the various services available in Island
County for seniors. Did you know that Island County is number 1 in longevity in the State of
Washington? Did you also know that Senior Services of Island County is the last private non-profit
in Northwest Washington to offer Nutrition Program/Meals on Wheels, Information & Assistance,
Medical Transportation/Volunteer Services, and Adult Day Services as an integrated set of services?
Come and learn important information about the aging process and how Senior Services of Island
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County serves as a community resource for seniors and their families and friends.
Ted Brookes will host.
15 June – Christian Humanism-Erudition, Education, and Reform. A key intellectual force, especially in Northern Europe, was Christian humanism. Led by Erasmus of Rotterdam (1466-1536),
humanists pointed back to the Hebrew and Greek Bibles and the early Church Fathers in order to
draw fresh lessons for religious and moral reform. Both Protestants and Counter-Reformation Catholics would learn much from this movement. Ted Brookes presents.
22 June – Deaconess Margaret Peppers. From 1889 to 1970 there existed in the
Episcopal Church a recognized form of women’s ministry known as the Order of
Deaconesses. Deaconesses were distinguished from the order of deacons by their
gender, the fact that they were required to be single or widowed, and most importantly, that they were not eligible for ordination as clergy. Deaconesses were often
attached to church congregations but also engaged in pioneering work as missionaries or in social service.
Margaret Peppers was one such deaconess, and she played an important role in this diocese. Set
apart as a deaconess in 1918, she served 10 years as a missionary in the Philippines, followed by
three decades in western Washington, primarily in parish ministry at St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s, two
Seattle area Japanese American congregations. When the people of St. Peter’s were sent to the Idaho desert during World War II, she made the unprecedented choice of accompanying them to the
internment camp. After the war, the deaconess concluded her active ministry among the Navajo.
Margaret Peppers was remarkable in another way. Widowed at age 19 with a young child, Peppers
made the unusual decision to enter a deaconess training program and follow the call overseas, even
though it entailed leaving her daughter in the care of a family member, who eventually adopted the
child. During Peppers’ varied ministry as a teacher, orphanage worker, and catechist, she exemplified the “womanly” gifts of a deaconess, yet she struggled with the guilt she experienced in abandoning her child. Her story illustrates the challenges of responding as a single mother to the call to
Episcopal ministry in the first half of the 20th century. Teresa DiBiase will host.
29 June – Joint Replacement Education Seminar. Dr. Michael Picco, Chief of Surgery, Whidbey
General Hospital, will provide a power-point lecture on hip and knee joint replacements. He will
focus on who should consider these surgeries, what each one entails, and the benefits of choosing
this approach. Michele Renniger, Director of Community Outreach & Prevention at the hospital,
will accompany Dr. Picco, and provide free blood pressure testing in the Fireside Room before and
after the lecture.
Important Note: For the first time in many years there will be no adult forums in July and August. An overdue
sabbatical is in the cards for yours truly.
Thank You. Faithfully, Ted Brookes
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Mission Sunday Offering 2015

E

ach year twelve charities (one each month) receive Mission Sunday Offerings (MSO) from
St. Augustine’s parishioners. Two of the charities are pre-determined by the Vestry. However,
the remaining ten charities come from recommendations of our parishioners. The members
of the MSO committee will meet in a few months and make a final recommendation to the Vestry
for final approval of the 2015 MSO recipients.
We invite any suggestions for changes to the 2015 Mission Sunday Offering recipient list.
The 2014 charities that will be reviewed are:
• Helping Hand
• Time Together Adult Day Services
• Ryan’s House for Youth
• Good Cheer
• Hearts & Hammers
• Enso House
• Pregnancy Aid of Whidbey Island
• Friends of Friends
• Citizens Against Domestic Abuse (CADA)
• Meals on Wheels Senior Program
When making a recommendation for a new recipient, please keep in mind that one of the above
charities will need to be removed from the MSO recipient list to make room for any new charity.
When considering possible charities for the MSO, preference is given to charities in which
St.Augustine parishioners are directly giving their time, talent and/or treasure. Local charities also
receive special consideration.
All MSO recipients must be exempt charitable organizations under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, or activities/organizations sponsored by St. Augustine’s, the Diocese or the National
Church.
Any parishioner wishing to recommend a charity for one of the ten monthly MSO recipients in
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2014 may submit a written letter to: The MSO Committee, c/o St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church,
PO Box 11, Freeland, WA 98249. Submissions can also be made by hand delivering the letter to the
church office during regular business hours. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask any
member of the MSO Committee.
All written recommendations must be submitted by September 1, 2014. When submitting a proposal, please include information concerning the charity’s programs and fundraising needs.
Ron St. George, Chair MSO
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Mission Sunday Offering June 2014

S

Good Cheer

ome of the many values shared by the community at St. Augustine’s and the larger South
Whidbey community are creativity and generosity. I can’t think of a better example of
both of those qualities than Good Cheer. It feeds over 5,000 of our friends and neighbors.
That is more than a third of the population of South Whidbey. It is an employer to its 16 staff
members and a source of belonging and blessing to its 470 volunteers.
Its innovative point system is a model in the region. In working with the homeless for many
years, I can tell you how frustrating it can be for someone who is hungry to get food they can’t
cook or refrigerate. With the system at Good Cheer they can get what they need and can use.
Senior citizens are the fastest growing group needing food assistance. With the point system,
they can get the foods recommended for sometimes restricted diets.
Not content to just buy food, volunteers are growing food year round in Good Cheer’s Community Garden. Its beauty and utility are both a testament to the talent and generosity of our
small community. It provides a gathering place for individuals and families who come there to
join with each other in bringing health and life to our island home. It gives children the chance
to become connected with the earth as a source of food and to learn the value of contributing
to their community. Volunteers also act as gleaners. They pick homegrown tree fruit donated by
local tree owners. This provides fresh fruit that would be too expensive for many people to buy.
Through a program at Good Cheer several people learned how to fish this year and donated the
salmon caught to the food bank. As those of us who love to fish know, having the joy of a fat
one on the line and the opportunity to share it is a combination that can’t be beat.
Each Sunday we have the opportunity to express our gratitude for what we are so abundantly
given by filling up the food donation baskets at morning worship. But financial donations are
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also needed. The food bank can purchase food through the regional food bank network at a rate of
$1 to $9. That means that every dollar that you donate goes to purchase nine dollar’s worth of food.
Please provide your financial support for Good Cheer. Mission Sunday Offerings for the food bank
will be collected every Sunday in June. Envelopes for donations are in the racks on the back of the
pews; please write “MSO” on the envelope or in the memo line of your check. On-line giving is always welcome at St. Augustine’s. Thank you for your continued generosity to this vital community
resource.
Maureen Masterson, MSO Committee
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Mission Sunday Offering July 2014

Citizens Against Domestic Abuse (CADA)

C

ADA has served victims of domestic and sexual violence since 1979. We continue to see
increases in our victim services. Last year staff provided services to 1,084 women, men and
children and 1,577 bed nights at our emergency shelter. Services include a 24-hour hotline,
free, confidential assistance for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, elder abuse, rape, sexual harassment, stalking, child abuse, child sexual abuse or neglect and other forms of interpersonal
violence.
We continue to work with our youth to change their behaviors and attitudes. Our Youth & Community Educator’s work in the schools to provide presentations in schools on safety, healthy relationships, bullying, cyber-bullying, dating relationships and other forms of violence in the middle and
high schools. This school year our staff have presented to over 800 youth at South Whidbey Middle
School and South Whidbey High School. And over 450 children at South Whidbey Elementary
School have taken our “Hands and Words Should Not Hurt” pledge.
The majority of CADA services are funded through grants and most of your donations are used to
provide assistance with the costs of daily living, such as food or gas to get to appointments or court,
or to relocate due to safety concerns.
Your continued support over the years is greatly appreciated. On behalf of our staff and Board of
Directors, THANK YOU!
CADA really needs and appreciates our help each year, so please give generously this July--and remember
your donation will be matched up to $500.
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A Time of Loss, a Time to Heal, a Time to Continue
Harry Anderson, Stewardship Chair

I

t’s been a season of loss at St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods. Too many people we

know and love have left us. People who showed us how to live out our faith in truth and with
integrity. People who knew how to live well and also how to die with dignity. Pete Vandegrift.
TK Wegg. Bill Cornell. Barbara Moss. And, most especially, Judy Yeakel.
It’s always difficult to bid farewell to any one we have loved, but to have so many leave in such a
short period of time compounds our sense of loss. Nonetheless, those of us who remain here on our
journey through this life have a responsibility to honor them by carrying on the work they began.
The Stewardship Committee has decided to help in our process of loss and healing by sponsoring a
forum on end-of-life issues and legacy giving in Campbell Hall on Saturday July 19 from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Among topics discussed will be hospice care, medical directives, funeral planning,
estate planning, legacy giving, wills and trusts, and gift annuities (by which a person may receive
monthly income from an annuity during their lifetime and leave the remaining principal to the
church after they die). Sign-up sheets will soon be available in the narthex. Although this forum is
specifically designed for our St. Augustine’s family, you are welcome to invite your friends who may
also be interested. Please mark your calendars!
In this time of loss and healing, we must also face an important fact of our life together going forward. Judy Yeakel was incredibly generous in her financial gifts to St. Augustine’s throughout the
nearly 50 years she was a member of our parish. Her gifts can be seen everywhere around us. Each
year, her individual pledge would be by far the largest we’d receive. To demonstrate, consider this:
Judy’s pledge last year represented about 17 percent of our operating budget.
How will we adjust and continue in the wake of the loss of such generous financial support from
Judy and others who have left us? As faithful stewards of what has been given to us by God and
left to us by those here before, we must reflect on what St. Augustine’s means to us and how we will
support it with the three elements of stewardship – giving of our time, talent and treasure.
The 2015 Stewardship Campaign will take place in September. This year, it will begin with a ministry fair on Sunday Sept. 7 in Campbell Hall after both worship services. Representatives of our
many ministries will be on hand to talk with you – and to sign you up for time-and-talent duty!
Then, on Sunday afternoon Sept. 14, we will have our pledge campaign kick-off, which promises to
be another extravaganza in the wake of our “Really Big Shew” last year, the fabulous parish talent
show in 2012, and “Abbondanza!” in 2011. This year’s kick-off skit will be “An Island Home Companion,” a tribute to Garrison’s Keillor’s “A Prairie Home Companion” program featuring comedy
sketches, musical guests, a sing-along and my own version of a Keillor “Lake Woebegone” mono-

20

logue. As always, our purpose will be to have fun but even more to get you thinking about how
you will be a faithful steward at St. Augustine’s in the coming year. You will receive your financial
pledge packet at the kick-off event and we will gather our pledges at compline after the annual
All-Parish dinner on Thursday Oct. 23 – which will include another fabulous meal prepared by our
very own Laura Luginbill, Kim Jones and Julie Spangler.
We must take the time to mourn our losses. But what’s left to all of us now, as part of our healing,
is to continue to work as they would want us to.

May 15, 2014

Vestry Recap
Parking Space/Land Acquisition: Christine Parker is helping to look into possibilities for acquiring more property to expand our parking space.
House of Hope: Dick Hall and Bev Babson presented options for St. Augustine’s involvement, with
the passing of Judy Yeakel. Discussion included maintaining the present location, alternative locations, and an alliance with other churches to continue supporting the House.
Financials: Still tracking well with respect to budget, but with the passing of some members we
can expect pledges to drop off considerably next year. Plate offerings have dropped off sharply; it is
unclear whether this is a seasonal effect or for some other reason.
Stewardship: The wardens recommend separating financial from time and talent gifts. The latter
to be done via the Ministry Fair, rather than in one pledge offering.
Scholarships: This year’s awards go to Patsy Colton and Emily Anderson, and will be officially
awarded during the Bishop’s visitation on July 20th. The vestry requests that current and future
scholars acknowledge the awards with a letter thanking the Church and indicating intended use.
Visitation: This may include a combined service rather than our usual 8:00 and 10:30 Eucharists.
CAT/Survey: 78 questionnaires have been returned out of 196 sent; an exceptionally high response
rate.
Newcomers Dinner: A reminder that this will he held on June 12th at 5:30; vestry and staff to
host.
Team Building Exercise: The Rev. Rachel Taber-Hamilton was suggested as the workshop leader.
Meeting adjourned at 6:45 Next meeting June 26th at 4:30
Reminder – there will be no August LIGHT. The June and July issue are combined.
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t the 10:30 a.m. service on July 20, 2014 St. Augustine’s will award Bert Johnson Memorial
Scholarships to Emily Anderson and Patsy Colton; and they will be honored at the coffee hour
following the service.
The “Bert Johnson Memorial Scholarship Fund” was established by the Vestry in 1999. The purpose of the Fund is to recognize young members of the congregation who have served God by
making significant and meaningful contributions of their time and talent in the work of St. Augustine’s. Scholarships are awarded on the basis of such service and not on the basis of academic
achievement or financial need. Scholarships also encourage and support the pursuit of education
beyond high school. Scholarships are not limited to students attending four-year colleges and universities. Students at community colleges, vocational or technical schools, art or music institutes
or other post-secondary institutions also are eligible for scholarships. In the past, scholarships have
been awarded to Jennifer Johnson Zovar, Jessica Johnson, Daniel Sandri, Matt Idso, Katie Reid and
Max Corell.
These scholarships honor the memory of Bert Johnson who exemplified the generous sharing of time
and talent that characterizes the St. Augustine’s parish family. Bert Johnson will be remembered
especially for his years of service as Junior Warden and for his considerable woodworking skills to
enhance the sanctuary, the undercroft and the children’s playground. His most recognized contribution was the hand made Celtic cross that hangs above the altar.
The Vestry determines the amount of each scholarship award, and may authorize the renewal of the
award on such terms as the Vestry deems appropriate. Under the current plan adopted by the Vestry, scholarships are awarded for two years; and the amount of the award is $2,000 per year.
In the past, no plate offerings or pledged money have been used to finance these scholarships. Instead they have been financed by generous contributions from members of the congregation and by
earnings from the Parish Endowment Fund. Under the current operating plan for the Scholarship
Fund, the Vestry will contribute $4,000 per year to the Fund, presumably from Parish Endowment
Fund earnings. Contributions to the Fund are always welcome. Anyone interested in contributing
to the Fund should contact a member of the Scholarship Committee.
Scholarship Committee:
Ray Haman 360-221-1275 rayhaman@whidbey.com
Sue Idso 360-321-4147 sueidso@gmail.com
Elaine Ludtke 360-331-5811 ludtke@whidbey.com
Joan Johnson 360-331-4925 jmjohnson@whidbey.com
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The Beauty of God’s Creation; Our Legacy

American River, Naches, Washington

photograph by Terry Liberty

For many of us, water simply flows from a
faucet, and we think little about it beyond
this point of contact. We have lost a sense
of respect for the wild river, for the complex
workings of a wetland, for the intricate web of
life that water supports.
Sandra Postel, Last Oasis: Facing Water Scarcity, 2003.
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Bird of the Month

Contributed by Craig and Joy Johnson
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Oh, Those

Did you know that you might
be harboring an alien invader on your
property ?

D

o you have a butterfly bush, yellow archangel, English ivy, or Himalayan blackberry? Perhaps
the pretty Daphne laureola shrub that arrived via a bird dropping filled an empty space in
your landscaping and was allowed to continue to grow. All these plants and many more are actually listed noxious weeds. Noxious weeds are non-native plants that, once established, are highly
destructive, invasive, competitive and difficult to control or eliminate. Some arrived here by design
because they looked lovely or solved a landscaping or agricultural issue. Others hitchhiked here by
ship, train, wind, on animal fur, or poop from migrating birds.
The negative impacts of noxious weeds are almost as numerous as the weeds themselves. Some can
burn your skin on contact or poison humans and/or horses, cows, goats and other livestock. Others
can rapidly take over native plant communities (reducing native wildlife populations), clog our waterways, or damage recreational opportunities. Still others significantly reduce crop yields or lower
land values. In the U.S., introduced weeds are spreading and invading approximately 1.7 million
acres of wildlife habitat every year and result in U.S. crop losses estimated at $26 billion a year!
To help protect the State’s resources and economy, the Washington State Noxious Weed Control
Board adopts a State Noxious Weed List each year (WAC 16-750). This list classifies weeds into
three major classes – A, B, and C – based on the stage of invasion of each species and the seriousness of the threat they pose to Washington State. Class A noxious weeds are very limited in distribution. The goal is to prevent them from gaining a foothold in Washington, so all landowners are
required to eradicate (destroy) all known plants. Class B noxious weeds are abundant in some parts
of the state but absent or limited elsewhere. The goal is to contain these species where they are widespread and prevent them from expanding, so the State Weed Board designates them for mandatory
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control where they are limited in distribution or absent. Class C noxious weeds are often already
widespread but still meet the criteria of a noxious weed. County weed boards have the option of requiring landowners to control Class C noxious weeds if they are of local concern, such as when they
are a problem for agriculture.
So now that you’ve determined you have a noxious weed on your property how do you get rid of
it? There are four main methods of weed control: mechanical, chemical, cultural, and biological.
Mechanical control means digging the plant out (roots and all) or cutting it down - by hand or with
machinery. Chemical control means spraying or injecting the plant with a chemical to kill or control it. Biological control uses insects or plant diseases to kill or control the weed. An example of
cultural control is crowding out the weed by planting other plants, and creating shade if the weed
needs sun to grow. Most often a combination of methods, called Integrated Pest Management
(IPM), works best and often it takes multiple years before an established infestation of noxious
weeds can be completely controlled. Prevention and early eradication are, by far, the best way to get
rid of problem plants. To the non-weed specialist, there is a tendency to avoid taking action. However, the longer you wait to start a control program, the more expensive control becomes and the
more damage the species causes.
This time of year is often the best for controlling many noxious weeds. The plants are still small and
the ground is still moist which makes pulling much easier. Also, if you are using herbicides much
less needs to be applied this time of year when the plants are little. Here are a few examples of noxious weeds that should be controlled now.
Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum)
Poison hemlock is a Class B regulated weed in Island County meaning that control is legally required by the landowner. It is a tall biennial plant that reaches 8 to 10 feet the second year. First
year plants form low clumps of lacy leaves with reddish or spotted stems. Second year stems are
stout, hollow, hairless, ribbed, with reddish or purple spots and streaks. Flowering plants are covered with numerous small, umbrella-shaped clusters of tiny white flowers
that have five petals. Poison hemlock is often confused with wild carrot
(Daucus carota) as well as other similar-looking members of the parsley
family including fennel, chervil and anise. However, poison hemlock can
be distinguished in a couple ways. It grows to heights of 8 feet or more; its
leaves give off a strong musty smell; and its hairless stems have reddish or
purple blotches or spotting. In contrast, wild carrot typically only grows to
about 3 feet; its plain green stems have fine hairs with fewer branches; and
it flowers later in the summer.
All parts of poison hemlock are poisonous when eaten and even
dead canes remain toxic for up to three years. Toxins can be absorbed
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through the skin and respiratory system so always wear protective clothing (gloves, glasses, mask)
when handling the plant. For small sites, pull or dig up plants making sure to remove the entire
root. To be fully effective, all mature plants need to be removed so no new seeds are produced. Do
not leave flower heads on the ground as the seeds can remain viable. Composting is not recommended. Foliar herbicides are most effective if applied to actively growing plants in the spring, followed
by another application later in the summer for late sprouts. Spray plants before they flower for best
results. Spraying may not prevent seed production in mature plants. A selective broadleaf herbicide
with the active ingredient triclopyr, 2,4-D or metsulfuron will work well for lawn or pasture areas as
it won’t harm grasses. Glyphosate products (such as Roundup) work also but they kill grass as well as
broadleaf plants. Apply herbicide to the entire leaf and stem surface and do not cut down the treated plants until they have died. This may take two weeks or more. Seeds germinate throughout the
season, so repeat treatment may be necessary to eliminate all plants.
Tansy Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)
Tansy ragwort is also a Class B regulated weed in Island County and
is also poisonous to cattle, horses, sheep, pets and people. It displaces
quality forage plants due to its highly aggressive growth. Young plants
have a basal rosette of ruffled leaves. Mature plants produce leafy flowering stalks, generally 2 to 4 feet tall. Flowers are daisy-like with yellow
petals and a yellow center. Leaves are dark green on top, whitish-green
underneath, with deeply cut, blunt-toothed lobes with a ragged, ruffled
appearance.
A combination of control methods applied over several years may be
necessary to control tansy ragwort. Digging up the whole plant including roots is possible for small infestations. Tillage may be effective for
large areas but may initially expose more seeds for germination. Good
pasture management keeps out unwanted plants. Re-seeding areas with
fast-growing pasture grasses can establish competition and reduce tansy
ragwort seed emergence. Herbicide treatments may help control large inFirst year plant rosette with the
festations. Good control is obtained by spraying the rosettes in the spring
cinnabar moth biological control
and again in the fall with products that are systemic and selective so they
will not harm grasses. Selective herbicides that are effective include dicamba, 2,4-D and triclopyr.
Always follow label application directions including grazing and environmental restrictions.
Scotch or Scot’s Broom (Cytisus scoparius)
This evergreen broom was introduced from Europe as an ornamental and for erosion control. It’s
highly aggressive, has very long-lived seeds (up to 60 years!), high seed production, and forms dense
stands which reduce wildlife habitat. Because it can tolerate almost any soil, it hinders natural

27

re-vegetation of many different areas, from dry fields to wetland edges, hillsides to roadsides. It is
prohibited by law to transport, buy, sell or distribute plants or seeds
into or within the state. For small infestations, hand pulling (especially after it rains) or using a Weed Wrench works well. Chopping
or mowing (best done in dry months) can also work. For larger areas,
you can use goats, but they need to be kept away from desirable
plants. Using herbicide works best on regrowth, so cut or mow weeds
first and let them grow several inches before spraying. On larger
trunks, apply herbicide to the cut area of the stump immediately.
To keep Scotch broom from re-establishing by seeds already in the
soil, revegetate the area with native and other desirable plants to
compete for sun, space and water, and then try not to disturb the
area after you finish the control work.
Have More Questions?
To learn more about noxious weed control, contact your Noxious Weed Control Board. The Island County Weed Board Coordinator, Janet Stein, can be reached at janet.stein@wsu.edu or (360)
678-7992.
Most noxious weeds can be disposed of at your Island County Transfer Station free of charge. Make
sure they are bagged, to prevent spread of seeds, and do not mix them with other vegetation that is
not a noxious weed. (In other words, don’t mix them with your grass clippings, maple leaves, etc. if
you want to dispose of them for free. There is a charge for disposal of vegetation that is not a noxious weed.)
Resources:
Island County Noxious Weed website: http://county.wsu.edu/island/nrs/noxious/Pages/default.aspx
Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board website: http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/ King County
Noxious Weed Control Program website: http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/noxious-weeds.aspx
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BIRTHDAYS

JUNE,JULY,AUGUST

June

26. Joann&Jim Norman,
Dallas&Shirley Viall

ANNIVERSARIES

30. Jay Ryan, Monier Hanify

August

1. Craig Johnson, Tom Johnson

27. Arnelle Hall

2. Jean Davis, Lynda
Anderson

29. Pat Brookes

1. Mary Ann Speir, Rob
Castleberry

30. Bill Bauder, Anne&Andy
Pringle

2. Art&Dorothy Taylor

3. Meade Brown, Bill Adams
&Amy Donohue Adams
4. Shirley Bauder, Yvonne
Werttemberger

July

5. Caitlyn Anderson, Michele
Johnson

1. Seth Luginbill, Barry&Jody
Levit

6. Bridget Scott, Joan&Sherm
Wortman

6. Paul Louden

2. Amanda Stanwood, Charlene Wagner

7. Shantina&Nate Steele

7. Bill Adams

3. Shantina Steele

8. Dorothy Taylor

4. Pat Hoelting

9. Trevor Arnold, Tyler Steele,
Gretchen&Jack Wood

9. Liz Dickens,
Brian&Rebecca Reid

5. David Stanwood

9. Selene Brodt
10. Josh Tocheny
11. Joan Wortman
13. Darcy Merryman

10. Barbara McKinnell, Joan
Johnson

10. Bob Green

14. Christian Parker

11. Rebecca Reid, Arnelle
&Dick Hall, Kevin&Susan
Sandri

11. Susan Sandri
12. Bob&Shirley Erb

15. Cyndee Gayle, Fletcher
&Elizabeth Davis

12. John Waide
13. Martin&Helen Payne,
Kathryn&Gary Rickert
14. Beverly Babson, Bob Dial,
Linda Y. Lim-Du

15. Zach Idso

17. Jean-Claude&Barbara
Renoux

16. Jan Skubi, Raecheal Dalton,
Melinda Kurtz

18. Gail&Glen Corell

20. Wren MacLean, Joe&Kim
Jones
21. Ted&Pat Brookes

15. Bob&Ashley
McConnaughey

22. Joe Jones

17. Grant&Michele Anderson

23. Karen Fay, Ron McKinnell

18. Lance&Mary Lidral,
Diane&Jack Wallock

24. Diane Divelbess&Grethe
Cammermeyer, Dennis
Gregoire&Barbara Tennis

21. Diane Divelbess, Elissa
Anderson, Maria McKinney,
Ron St. George

25. Bob Bowling
26. Marv Idso
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19. Craig&Joy Johnson
24. Helen Payne, Paul Thompson, Jim&Nancy Langler
26. Tom Hanify
29. Kathryn Beaumont&Jeff
Rogers
31. Jim Scapple, Melisa Doss

DRAWING
LESSONS

WANTED

THROUGH OUR WHIDBEY
ISLAND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
CENTER/OLD BAYVIEW SCHOOL

HARPIST SEEKS APARTMENT
My (Biagio Sancetta) harp teacher,
Laurie Riley, is looking for a small
quiet place to rent in South Whidbey,
preferably Langley or Clinton. Laurie is
a very well known teacher, musician,
wildlife painter and all around good
person. Non-smoker, non-drinker,
now semi-retired; I can vouch for her
honesty and integrity. Please contact
me or Laurie directly with any leads.
Biagio Sancetta: 360-341-1748 bas.
pnw.harper@gmail.com
Laurie Riley: 360-840-5264 laurie.
riley689@gmail.com

Taught by Albert Rose. See Albert or Rich
Parker, Center Director, for dates and times.
email: arose@albertrose.com, phone 360-331-4997

HELP
WANTED
REPORTER/CORRESPONDENT

WANTED

for The Light. Pay is high in satisfaction
and notoriety. Work from home and
telecommunicate. Training available for
the right candidate. Good communication
skills required. Knowledge of Microsoft
word helpful. Talk to Albert for details
360-331-4997

Non-perk lot
in the greater Freeland area.
Please contact Ann Fruechte at 331-4355
or annfruechte@msn.com.
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ATTENTION

Preliminary info is that the Tokitae, the
new ferry for Mukilteo\Clinton, is coming
to Clinton on June 8 for a community
celebration where the public will be able
to go on board the boat at the dock and
look around. Olaf

St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods

Recycles!

The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw
away as trash can be recycled and remanufactured.
Bring those empty cartridges to church and put
them in one of our collection boxes.
St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up to
$4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge that has
a print head, regardless of the brand or type.
Remember: Put the cartridge in the original
box that you would have thrown away after
it has been replaced to keep it safe from
damages and spills, or a Ziploc bag.

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING
congregation!

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in
the Fireside Room

Thank You!

PoetryPotluck

poetry
&FOOOOOOOD

You are invited to join us for a night of

Sunday, June 1st at 5:30pm in Campbell Hall.
We have several parishioners that write poetry
among us. If you are one of them, please consider
sharing some of your original work. We would
love to hear it! Signup sheets for potluck items
and readers are in the Narthex.

WANTED HOME NEEDED
for
frustrated
To RENT
CAT
Apartment or Cottage

Needs to be SMALL AND SUNNY and
will accommodate my 14 year old dog.
Can pay reasonable rent. References
Available. Please contact Dawn Collins
at 360-221-6701

Murray is a large, orange, long
haired dominate male, about 5 yrs.
Murray is quite friendly but can’t stand the female
that his owner (Albert’s former landlady) brought
home. To regain the peace Murray has to find a new
one cat home. Please contact Albert 360-331-4997
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26 May 2014
Dear Friends,
Speechless. Yes, you all left us speechless with your outpouring of generosity, humor and good wishes at that magnificent party Saturday, May 24th. We stumbled around and found a few words, but
they were far from adequate expressions of our deep gratitude. We thank God for each of you and
that our paths have so delightfully crossed.
Perhaps the great runner, Jim Thorpe, did it right in 1912 when King Gustav V of Sweden presented
him with a bronze bust following his gold medal performance in both the decathlon and pentathlon at the Stockholm Olympics. The monarch said, “You, sir are the greatest athlete in the world.”
Thorpe replied in full, “Thanks, king.”
We were neither that brief nor that eloquent. But we are profoundly grateful for your generous
cascade of treasures that will last us well into our dotage. How we will miss you. But we have those
trophies to bring back warm memories of you and rouse yet another smile. That anthology of your
haikus are already working their magic, as are the certificates with your signature and so many
others.
Thank you for that memorable party and all the effort so many of you put into it making it such
fun with food, song and dance, stories, hugs and humor. Thank you too for the gifts many of you
individually gave us, and all that you gave in our names to the Friends of South Whidbey State
Park.
Most of all, we are still dumbstruck with inarticulate gratitude for those amazing big metal signs
pierced with Elizabeth’s haiku and topped with plant names along the nature trail from the columbarium to the playground. They touch our hearts because they so beautifully express our thanks to
our Creator for the wonders of nature that God entrusts to our care, and your personal and parish
continuing response to that divine charge. May they always remind us of that high calling. May you
enjoy them often at St Augustine’s.
God bless you one and all. We’ve already got your address, but ours will be 309 Spencer Drive, Amherst, Massachusetts 01002. And if you are in the neighborhood (anywhere east of the Mississippi),
we do hope you will drop in.
With affection and appreciation,
Fletcher & Elizabeth (Davis)
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Notes from Nigel Continued from page 2

Religion is the state of
being grasped by an
ultimate concern,...
Paul Tillich
teenth Century German philosopher Ludwig Feuerbach viewed religion as a dream. A little later,
the French founder of the discipline that was to become anthropology, Emile Durkheim, saw it as
“a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things, that is to say, things set apart and
forbidden -- beliefs and practices which unite into one single moral community…” American philosopher and psychologist William James, writing at the turn of the Twentieth Century, considered
religion as “…the belief that there is an unseen order, and that our supreme good lies in harmoniously adjusting ourselves thereto. This belief and this adjustment are the religious attitude in the
soul”. German-American theologian Paul Tillich, writing in the 1950’s said: “Religion is the state of
being grasped by an ultimate concern, a concern which qualifies all other concerns as preliminary
and which itself contains the answer to the question of the meaning of life.” And New Zealander
and Anglican theologian Lloyd Geering, using similar language to Tillich, said in the 1980’s that
Religion is “the response of faith to the ultimate issues of human existence, a response by which a
society (or an individual) expresses its sense of identity, its purpose in life and its hope of fulfilment,
a response which manifests itself in a complex of beliefs, rituals, lifestyles and social structures”.
The challenging part of especially Tillich’s and Geering’s view is that – though they are Christian
theologians – their definitions do not assume the presence of God as most of us would define God:
an immanent and transcend Entity or Being at the heart of religious faith and practice. And, in
fact, Geering ultimately spoke of a religion without God. Geering’s definition could easily be used
for atheism (Geering was actually tried in a religious court by the Anglican Church in New Zealand
for these claims, which some called heretical. He was found innocent!).
What, then can be said for a faith that involves that Divine, Holy, immanent and transcendant Being? Well, you’ll have to wait until next time to hear what I have to say about that!
Grace and peace to you,
Nigel
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If You’re Afraid of the Dark... Remember the Night Rainbow.
by Cooper Edens

If tomorrow morning the sky falls...have clouds for breakfast.
If night falls...use stars for streetlights.
If the moon gets stuck in a tree...cover the hole in the sky with a strawberry.
If you have butterflies in your stomach...ask them into your heart.
If your heart catches in your throat... ask a bird how she sings.
If the birds forget their songs... listen to a pebble instead.
If you lose a memory... embroider a new one to take its place.
If you lose the key... throw away the house.
If the clock stops... use your own hands to tell the time.
If the light goes out... wear it around your neck and go dancing.
If the bus doesn’t come... catch a fast cloud.
If it’s the last dance...dance backwards.
If you find your socks don’t match... stand in a flowerbed.
If your shoes don’t fit... give them to the fish in the pond.
If your horse needs shoes... let him use his wings.
If the sun never shines again... hold fireflies in your hands to keep warm.
If you’re afraid of the dark... remember the night rainbow.
If there is no happy ending... make one out of cookie dough.

1
Read at Barbara Moss’s funeral by her granddaughter, Julie McNeely. Thank you Barbara and Julie for sharing.
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