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From your Editor

M A I L
The Light welcomes all forms of correspondence. Each 
submission will be edited for length and appropriateness, 
as well as grammar and spelling. Opinions expressed are 
those of the authors and not necessarily those of St. Augus-
tine’s Church, The Light, or their respective staffs.

Dear St. Augustine’s,

It is so hard to say ‘goodbye.’ The brackets hold 
you in my heart and always will. I thank you, 
my parish family, so welcoming to Pete and me 
long ago, and the continuing love that you and I 
share as I enter this bittersweet move.

It was a delightful, invigorating time hosted 
by Susan and Bev. Every woman in our parish 
present or absent, was with me in my thoughts 
and memories. Thanks to Amy and Mary for the 
lovely tributes and to everyone for the beautiful 
framed Laura Canby photograph of St. A’s.

To you, Fr. Nigel, the staff, the vestry, and its 

dedicated members, the newly formed Caring 
Committee, the Sunday morning Coffee Crew, 
the many Standing committees and all who 
so faithfully serve at Worship Services: Altar 
Guild, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Crucifers, 
Acolytes, the Choir, and David our organist; 
and not to be forgotten, the Lay Weeders; and 
finally Albert, the staff, and contributors to “The 
Light.” I want to personally thank you and pray 
God’s grace, blessings and peace for you and our 
parish.

In the love of Christ,

Claree Vandegrift

How many of us remember our blankey — when we were little enough to 
need something familiar and comforting to wrap around us when the 
going got tough? Every so often I would like one now. For many, that 

comforter took (or takes) the form of a quilt. And the very fortunate among us have wrapped them-
selves in quilts filled with memories that soothe the soul just as the soft, enveloping fabric absorbs 
the body’s chills.

Quilts: what a marvelous solution for the bringing together of disparate parts for the good of the 
whole. Scraps with past lives destined for rags are reborn as objects of great beauty for the eyes and 
our constitutions. Just think how life-weary each of us becomes, like the quilt scraps, but how ab-
solutely valuable we are to each other, and our varied communities when we come together in peace 
and cooperation. It warms my heart and soul to think about it.

Good snuggles to you, my friends,

Albert
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Mary Vaughan, a member 
of St. Augustine’s since 2003 
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than four years; however both 
came here as children to play 
on the beach; and they honey-
mooned here 23 years ago.
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Crazy Quilt Family

All in a Knot

Coal

Claree Vandegrift 17Dr. Eileen M. Jackson met Dr. 
Mary K. Sandford, in graduate 
school the year the first AIDS 
quilt panel was created. Both 
women volunteered with AIDS 
patients before becoming partners 
in 1995. They moved to Whidbey 
Island in 2007.
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Notes from Nigel

I’ve never forgotten a conversation I had in college with a group of friends— we were 
talking about something that obviously wasn’t very important, because I don’t remem-
ber what it was! What I do remember, however, is the attitude I heard. One of our 

group was bemoaning how another group was taking a different stance on this now-for-
gotten topic, and he said this: “Oh, why can’t they just be more like us?!” What struck 
me then was that this person who thought of himself as open and f lexible actually wasn’t 
either.  

No matter what perspective we take in the many and varied parts of our lives, it’s tempting 
to think that everything would be just fine if only everyone thought like I did, or believed 
what I believed. The truth is, though, that our world would not only be pretty bland and 
dull, it would lack the energy and inventiveness that comes precisely because we are not all 
alike.

The interweaving of warp and woof, the different hues and colors that go into the produc-
tion of fabric, serve well as metaphors not only for our individual lives, but our common 
life too.

This is especially true for those of us who inhabit communities of faith. As St. Paul said in 
1 Corinthians, “the body is not all one member” and, in fact, that would be a disaster if it 
were so. The great joy of community is that we are not all identical, clones of only one way 
of being. Rather, it is our diversity that makes us who we are, that brings a richness and 
energy to our common life, that allows us to grow, and change, and mature.

It’s my hope that we never find ourselves saying, here in our community, “Oh, why can’t 
they just be more like us?!”

Grace and peace to you,

Nigel
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I am not a quilter. But I do love looking at quilts and wrapping a soft, warm quilt 
around me when I’m chilled. The feel of a quilt, the colors, pattern, and story each one 
tells has always intrigued me. I am indeed envious of these original creations.

When this month’s theme for “The Light” was selected, I was asked to write an article 
about crazy quilts— what a challenge! So my investigation began.

All in a Knot
Mary Vaughan
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I googled “crazy quilt” and found several definitions about patches of randomly varying 
sizes, shapes, fabrics, and colors. One I especially liked: “A disorganized collection of 
things.” The required main supplies include a pattern, a variety of fabrics, thread, filling, 
backing, and a ruler.

While reading the basic instructions for making a quilt, I tried to picture the composition 
of a St. Augustine’s Crazy Quilt, and the following ideas came to mind:

The PATTERN of our quilt would include a centralized cross representing our faith and 
prayer.

FABRIC options could combine our many parish ministries: Altar Guild, Acolytes, 
Blessing of the Animals, Choir, Sophia Singers, Vestry, Clergy and support staff, Greening 
Committee, Sunday School, Adult Forum, fund raisers, outreach programs, celebrations, 
Christmas Market, Trash and Treasure sale, traditional services, feasts, picnics, and 
potlucks. I visualize a vivid bounty of colors and fabric selections blending together in a 
bold illustration of life.

A strong THREAD is needed to stitch the fabrics together. The people of our parish 
provide that strength and unity. We also come in a variety of ages, sizes, shapes, and 
colors. Joined together in our beliefs, we can stand up to any challenge in our community 
and our world.

The FILLING is the fluffy material sandwiched between the front and the backing, adding 
warmth and thickness to the quilt. The fruits of our labor and creations—along with the 
love and accomplishment of working in unity— make our filling thick, soothing, and 
strong.

The BACKING must be a larger piece of fabric to support the design and filling, holding 
the quilt together in proper form. The strength of our combined faith, prayer, and love 
assure never-ending support.

A RULER is required for measuring the pattern, fabric, and backing, and fitting the fabric 
in place. The teachings of Jesus that we choose to follow become our firm ruler.

Arranging symbols for all of these ministries creates the detailed beauty of our quilt: Our 
efforts to maintain peace, tranquility, a safe and beautiful community and world where 
people, animals, flowers, and plants flourish. Our choir fills our halls with beautiful 
music. Prayer and love flow throughout all rooms of our parish home. We proudly hang a 
banner over the front door stating all are welcome.

Others may envision a quilt quite different from my imaginary quilt, and that is 
wonderful. Whatever form a St. Augustine’s Crazy Quilt takes will be one expressing love 
and joy!
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Several years ago, shortly after Mooja arrived in our former home town of Long Beach, I took her to 
Rancho Los Alamitos to show her how early Californians lived. As we were leaving, one of the do-
cents asked me, “How did you meet your friend from Korea?” So I told her. “We are both mothers 

of the same boy. Twenty-five years ago, Mooja gave birth to a son she couldn’t keep. She was extremely 
poor and already had six children. She decided to give him up for adoption. I was the lucky one; I ad-
opted him and raised him.” Mooja had come to America to see if her son had grown up to be a decent 
person. It was my pleasure to assure her that he had a reasonably happy childhood, had made the most 
of his schooling, and is a good man. How little effort it took for me to assuage the guilt and worry of 25 
years. The decades of anxiety and secrecy could finally be smoothed from her face like fresh sheets on a 
newly-made bed. We spent three weeks getting to know each other. And she returned to Korea.

A few years later I saw Mooja again. My son, Kiel, had arranged for her to attend his wedding in Hawaii. 
I was there, of course, with his biological mother and his step-mother and his new mother-in-law. We had 

Stitching the Pieces Together
The Making of a Crazy Quilt Family
Alice O’Grady
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been born and raised in different countries, with a different native language and culture. We somehow 
knit together a team of mothers who had little in common except we loved the same young man. And we 
celebrated the knitting together of another young couple.

Several years earlier when Kiel found out he was going to meet his biological mother in Korea, I experi-
enced a frisson of fear, troubled that it might adversely affect our relationship. But I knew I could not be 
anything but supportive of him. Like a thimble for the finger, I might have had to mitigate the pain of 
contact. I had to encourage the meeting. And all went well. Kiel added many new members to his family, 
siblings he did not know he had.

We have ultimately sewn together a crazy quilt of an extended family to accompany our two Korean chil-
dren. The pieces come from a variety of backgrounds. My nieces have grandparents who descend from 
Muslim imams and Presbyterian elders. My son’s new family has traditions that derive from Shintoism 
and Buddhism. But somehow the fabrics fit together and create something lovely, something comforting.



10

A quilt is a holy thing from beginning to end, an act of spiritual intimacy. Out of a pile of 
cloth remnants loving hands stitch together a beautiful cover, a comforter, wrapping us in 
love. Traditionally, women (and it was usually women) would come together week after 

week, sewing the pieces together by hand in geometric patterns. They prayed together, shared stories 
of their lives, all the while working together to give a gift in love to someone in need. The quilting 
bee is a spiritual practice passed from generation to generation.

Sometimes quilts are created to mark special moments in one’s life: a birth, a death, a baptism, 
a marriage. My first partner and I were gifted with a white quilt on which our friend had 
embroidered a beautiful fleur-de-lis in green and gold. The quilting had been done by women at a 

AIDS: THE QUILT
Eileen Jackson
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Methodist Church in Missouri. The quilt has lasted 30 years longer than the relationship.

The first panel of the AIDS quilt was made by activist Cleve Jones for his friend Marvin Feldman 
in June 1986. The following year, during the National March on Washington for Lesbian and 
Gay Rights, the quilt was displayed for the first time on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
It covered a space larger than a football field and included 1,920 panels. Hundreds of volunteers 
worked to sew the panels of the quilt together. Half a million people visited the quilt that weekend.

I wept the first time I saw the AIDS quilt. The very size of the quilt took my breath away. The quilt 
grew and grew. Smaller quilts were joined together from communities all over the country. Today, 
the memorial quilt contains 48,000 panels.

Each panel had been made by friends of a victim of the AIDS epidemic. All too often, victims had 
been disowned by their families; or fearing retribution, their families were never told they were 
gay. Like lambs lead to the slaughter, young gay men and boys were the most frequent victims. 
Gentle, kind, loving boys, yet hate and disgust kept Congress from approving the funding to find a 
treatment— the one thing they needed to live.

The AIDS epidemic had its heroes. My heroes were Doctors David Blatt and David Moore and the 
nurses who volunteered to care for their patients. They were just starting their gerontology practice 
when the epidemic hit Chicago. Within a year, their practice went from elders to young gay men. 
My Davids, as I have called them forever, were the only physicians in Chicago who would treat 
AIDS victims. The nurses who cared for their patients did not wear gloves or masks— since AIDS is 
blood-borne, there was no risk. However, in most hospitals, the patients’ shame was reflected in the 
gowns, gloves, and masks that kept them from experiencing human touch. On the Davids’ ward, 
patients were hugged and cuddled and held as they lay dying. The only rule was an open cut or 
scratch; even a nick shaving meant you took time off.

During the AIDS epidemic, professional boundaries gave way to friendships. During the early years 
of their practice, the Davids treated and buried former lovers, friends, their college mentors, and 
medical school professors. Grief was an endless wave washing over them, so much grief during those 
years. So June is a month to remember: the gay men who died of AIDS during the early years of the 
epidemic, those who cared for them, those who rejected them, and those who loved them.

June also marks the end of our series on Beloved Community.  As we continue our quest as a 
congregation to understand what it means to be a Beloved Community, we can learn from the 
quilters among us and the Beloved Communities that formed around the care of persons with 
AIDS. The work moves at the pace of Divine Guidance, in incremental steps; it is a sacred process. 
Every hand is needed, every heart is welcomed. My prayer as a community is that each week we 
continue to grow strong, durable, and beautiful, like a quilt of many colors and patterns, able to 
offer comfort and healing to an ailing world for years to come.
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The Beauty of God’s Creation: Our Legacy

Paradise Meadows, Wildflowers. Photo by Tom Williams.
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The Light, Lite

The Big Mistake 

An IRS agent went into the minister’s study. “Pastor,” he said, “Do you know a 
Mr. S. Johnson?”

“Yes, I do.”

“Is he a member of your congregation?”

“Yes, he is.”

“Did he make the $100,000 donation he’s claiming on his return?”

“I assure you that he will!” said the Pastor.

Thanks Ted Brookes

Submitted by Diana Klein

From Episcopal Memes
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In-House @ St.Augie’s
Churchapedia 

Jim O’Grady
Comments on Church Practice

From childhood through my teen years, I attended Mass on Sundays and holy days. My main 
purpose for being in church was to receive Holy Communion, an aid in the salvation of my 
soul. The sacrament of the Eucharist was the highest form of worship, and within the Mass, 

the consecration of the bread and wine by the priest was its climax. Time seemed to slow down as 
we approached that moment, heightened by the ringing of bells, the symbolic striking of breasts, 
and silent individual prayer as the priest elevated the elements of bread and wine, now transformed 
into the body and blood of Christ.

You may imagine those moments are vivid in my memory. And as profound as they could be, 
something was missing. While our parish was a community presence and contributed to the 
common good, Sunday worship was essentially private— each of us lost in prayerful (or fearful) 
thoughts, our eyes and minds focused on the communion ritual, when the unworthy approached 
the altar to receive the sacred host.

While scripture was a part of Mass, it was a sadly neglected part. We heard the same readings on a 
given Sunday we had heard the previous year. Sermons were very much a secondary concern, and 
priests not generally known as inspirational speakers. In many dioceses, sermon themes were not 
based on the scriptures, but on topics assigned by the chancery.

Liturgical reforms which began to be implemented in the late 1960s were in part the fruit of a 
renewal of biblical scholarship which had begun in the 19th century. An expanded lectionary, 
restoration of the ministry of lector, and a new emphasis on scripture studies and preaching 
applicable to daily life were all a part of this flowering.

While we still often refer to the reflection on the scriptures shared by the priest or another speaker 
on Sunday as a sermon, it is more properly called a homily, from the original Greek word meaning 
to converse with or have communion with. It doesn’t seem coincidental that we can use the same 
terms to speak of both Word and Eucharist.

Today we recognize that our communal prayer comprises two major elements, the liturgy of the 
Word and the liturgy of the Eucharist. Proclamation of and reflection on the word of God leads us 
to the Word made flesh, not as unworthy recipients, but as sharers in the ministry of Christ in our 
world.

Nourished by Word and Eucharist
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CHURCH STAFF

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

The Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton 
Rector
Molly Grimm 
Parish Administrator 
David Locke  
Parish Musician
Julie Spangler  
Director of Christian Formation
Rob Anderson
Bookkeeper
Sheila Foster 
Childcare

Bert Speir 
Senior Warden
Bill Skubi,  
Junior Warden
Ron St. George 
Treasurer

CONVENTION

TABULATORS

EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

LECTORS

WORSHIP LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

SOPHIA SINGERS

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

GREETERS

USHERS

ANIMAL MINISTRY

ARTS & AESTHETICS

GARDENS

COLUMBARIUM

ENDOWMENT FUND

EPISCOPAL PEACE FELLOWSHIP

GREENING

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

INTEGRITY

MISSION SUNDAY OFFERING 

QUIET TIME

SCHOLARSHIP

ADULT FORUMS

STEWARDSHIP

Meade Brown, Bill Skubi, Bob Dial, Marilyn Hill, Frank 
Shirbroun, Elaine Ludtke, Claree Vandegrift, Bert Speir, 
Mic Kissinger, Susan Sandri Clerk

Mary Ann Speir, Bert Speir, Susan Sandri, Ron St. 
George Delegates 
Kate Anderson, Rob Anderson Alternates

Richard Tussey Lead Tabulator

Nancy Ruff Coordinator, Rebecca Reid Scheduling

Albert Rose, Margaret Schultz, Diane Lantz,  
Ron St. George

Frank Shirbroun Contact

Melisa Doss, Carole Hansen Coordinators

Rob Anderson, Melisa Doss Mentors

Julie Spangler Director

Margaret Schultz, Brian Reid Contacts

Susan Sandri Chair

Art Taylor 8:00, Trevor Arnold 10:30 Scheduling

Diana Klein Contact

Beverley Babson Coordinator

Kate Anderson Chair

Dick Hall Contact

Ted Brookes Chair, Grant Heiken Secretary

Pat Brookes 8:00, OPEN 10:30 Coordinators

Ron St. George Convener

Ron St. George Chair

Meade Brown

Chris Lubinski Convener

Ray Haman Chair

Brian Reid Contact and Scheduling

Margaret Schultz 8:00, Rebecca Reid 10:30 Scheduling

Ted Brookes David Locke Parish Musician

Personnel

CHOIR
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June Calendar

B I R T H D A Y S EVENTS A N N I V E R S A R I E S
 1. Craig Johnson, Tom Johnson 

Narcotic’s Anonymous 7P

 2. Lynda Anderson

 3. Meade Brown

 4. Shirley Bauder, Yvonne Werttemberger

 6. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A,  
Salish Sea Concert 7P

 7. Paul Louden

 8. Dorothy Taylor 
Narcotic’s Anonymous 7P

 9. Trevor Arnold, Tyler Steele, Gretchen Wood

 10. Barbara McKinnell, Joan Johnson

 11. Rebecca Reid, Arnelle & Dick Hall, Kevin & 
Susan Sandri

 12. John Waide

 13. Martin Payne, Kathryn & Gary Rickert 
Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

 14. Beverly Babson, Bob Dial, Linda Y. Lim-Du

 15. Narcotic’s Anonymous 7P

 16. Robert & Ashley McConnaughey

 17. Grant & Michele Anderson

 18. Lance & Mary Lidral, Diane & Jack Wallock

 20. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

 21. Diane Divelbess, Elissa Anderson,  
Ron St. George

 22. Narcotic’s Anonymous 7P

 26. Joanne & Jim Norman, Dallas & Shirley Vial

 27. Arnelle Hall 
Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

 28. Molly Felder & Mickey Grimm

 29. Pat Brookes 
Narcotic’s Anonymous 7P

 30. Bill Bauder, Andy Pringle

Sunday
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I (followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult Forums)

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II (with music, church school & child care, followed by coffee/fellowship)

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with incense)

Tuesday
7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation

Wednesday
10:00 am  Eucharist and Holy Unction (prayers for healing)

SERVICE SCHEDULE
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Next month will be the start of mass confusion, frustration and dismay for our parish fami-
ly as we hear  over and over again the frantic question “Where is Claree?”

Claree Vandegrift has been the “Answer Lady” at St. Augustine’s for more than four 
decades. Always smiling, calm and soft-spoken in manner, she retains infinite knowledge of the 
events and people of our parish, including the smallest detail. She lovingly cares about each one of 
us and will always answer a call for assistance.

If there is a question regarding our parish history, Vestry, Altar Guild, kitchen or storage facility, 
Trash & Treasures, The Rack, Christmas Boutique, educational programs, Lenten programs, 
Christmas traditions, Diocesan Conventions, UTO, ECW, MSO or coffee hours, Claree knows the 
answer because she has been an active part of each and every one of those events. I don’t know if she 
has ever sung in the choir, but I assume she has.

Claree and her husband Pete were the first people to welcome me to St. Augustine’s in September of 
2003. I was a new widow and Mare Chapman and her lovely mother Pat Gifford told me I would 
be happy at St. Augustine’s. How right they were. My “unofficial seat” has always been two pews 
behind the Vandegrifts. Whatever Pete’s physical condition, he never lost his sense of humor or love 
for participation in all of our activities. His presence was always a welcome sight and the strength of 
their marriage bond was a beacon of light for all of us. After losing Pete, Claree took on even more 
leadership in our parish.

It took a few weeks for me to get over the shock of Claree’s announcement that she would be 
moving soon. During that time she continues to be secure in her decision and looking forward to a 
new lifestyle while she enjoys good health. Knowing that, my heart will heal. We will all relive many 
wonderful memories of her and expect surprise visits whenever possible.

As for the questions that will surely arise we will have to seek and find our own answers.

THANK YOU CLAREE for sharing your love and blessings!

April 24, 2016

Happy Trails
Claree 
Vandegrift

Mary Vaughan



18

Adult Forums: June
Ted Brookes Presents

June is a special month here on Whidbey Island.  It is the vanguard of the summer we all love 
in the Pacific Northwest.  Plenty of sunshine, warmer Sound waters, gentle breezes, not too hot 
weather, and pleasant night sleeping conditions.  The kids will be off from school on their sum-

mer break and many vacations to other locales are right around the corner.  Is a seven-day cruise on 
a Holland America Line ship to Alaska on your calendar this summer?  You will definitely not be 
alone.  For those of us sticking around these next three months perhaps some interesting and very 
different Sunday adult forums might tickle your fancy.  First up, Janet Stein, Island County’s nox-
ious weed lady, will talk about and illustrate how we can help her and the county remove noxious 
weeds from the roadsides during our normal road clean ups.  Next, Erin Simms, a well regarded 
Registered Dietitian with Whidbey General Hospital, will talk to us about improving our eating 
habits in order to improve our physical and mental health.  The last two Sundays are reserved for 
revisiting our long standing Bible study on the New Testament by featuring the Gospel of John and 
the Non-canonical Gospels.

Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters or hosts are outlined below:

5 June - Noxious Weeds & Adopt-A-Road Program.  Janet Stein, the Island County Noxious 
Weed Program Coordinator, will talk to the congregation about how our Honeymoon Bay Rd. 
clean-up effort can be expanded to help eliminate noxious weeds along the roadsides.  Janet will 
explain about and have samples of noxious weeds like tansy ragwort and Scotch broom that might 
be encountered during our litter pick-up endeavors.  Poisonous plants such as tansy ragwort and 
poisonous hemlock seem to be increasing on the island while Scotch broom is displacing our native 
plants in many areas.  Due to limited funding, Janet relies on volunteers to help with the problem.  
Controlling noxious weeds can only be accomplished through community efforts.  The Adopt-A-
Road for Noxious Weed Volunteer Control Program is a great way to help.  Janet hopes to get many 
more sections of Island County roads adopted for noxious weed control.  Ted Brookes will host.

12 June - Eat Well to Feel Well.  Erin Simms, who is a Registered Dietitian, Certified Nutrition 
Support Clinician, and a Certified Diabetic Educator, will give us a presentation on how enhanc-
ing your nutrient intake at meals can enhance your health.  Erin works as part of WhidbeyHealth’s 
multi-disciplinary team to provide nutritional care to inpatients in accordance with medical center 
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policies and standards established by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.  Healthy eating is 
not about strict dietary limitations, staying unrealistically thin, or depriving yourself of foods you 
love.  Rather, it’s about feeling great, having more energy, improving your outlook, and stabilizing 
your mood.  If you feel overwhelmed by all the conflicting nutrition and diet advice out there, you 
are not alone.  Therefore, it’s a must hear talk from Erin Simms if you want some straight facts.  By 
following her simple tips, you can cut through the confusion and learn how to create a tasty, varied, 
and healthy diet that is as good for your mind as it is for your body.  Ted Brookes will host.

19 June - John–Jesus the Man from Heaven.  The Gospel of John is quite different from Mat-
thew, Mark, and Luke.  On one hand, the difference can be seen just in terms of content.  John’s 
writings lack many of the familiar and significant accounts that form the backbone of the three 
Synoptic narratives.  They also contain numerous stories that have come down to us in John’s text 
alone.  John’s stories appear to have discrepancies from the earlier gospel accounts.  For example: the 
cleansing of the Temple or the day of Jesus’ death.  Even more significantly, the very portrayal of 
Jesus itself differs.  In John, Jesus performs his miracles to prove his identity.  He also teaches almost 
exclusively about himself, i.e., who he is, where he comes from, and how he alone can bring salva-
tion.  John proclaims Jesus himself is divine, equal with God, and an incarnation of God’s word.  
Ted Brookes presents.

26 June - Non-Canonical Gospels.  The four Gospels of the Holy Bible were not the only accounts 
of Jesus’ words and deeds to be produced by the early Christians.  Over twenty other gospels survive 
that did not make it into the New Testament, ranging in date from the 2nd to the 8th centuries.  
These gospels can be categorized as either narrative works (which include stories of Jesus’ words, 
deeds, and experiences) or saying works (which focus almost exclusively on his teachings).  The 
Gospel of Peter, for example, is a fragmentary narrative of Jesus’ trial, death, and resurrection.  Con-
versely, the Gospel of Thomas is a “saying” gospel which contains 114 sayings in which Jesus delivers 
his knowledge.  The Gospel of Thomas was one of the most exciting archaeological discoveries of 
the 20th century.  Ted Brookes presents.

Special Note:  There will be no Sunday adult forums during July and August as yours truly 
will be on sabbatical until September.
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he largest 
single source 
of green-

house gas emissions 
in the state of Oregon 
just received the final 
nail in its coffin. On 
Friday, March 11th of 
this year Kate Brown, 
Oregon’s governor, 
signed into law “one 
of the most ambi-

tious and sweeping 
pieces of energy 
legislation in the 
country’s history, one 
which will eradicate 
the use of coal for 
electricity generation 
entirely within two 
decades.” She said it 
“equips Oregon with 
a bold and progres-
sive path towards the 

COAL
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown, surrounded by those who will 
benefit the most, signs the Clean Energy and Coal Transition 
Plan into law. Photo credit: RenewOR

Portland General Electric owns the only coal-fired power plant in Oregon, which is the state’s 
largest stationary source of greenhouse gas emissions. The utility has already agreed to shut the 
plant in 2020, but Oregon is still a significant importer of power generated at coal-fired plants in 
Wyoming and Montana. (The Oregonian/Brent Wojahn)

Brian Reid for St. Augustine’s Greening Committee
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energy resource mix of the future.” The law also mandates utilities provide half of their electricity 
from new renewable resources by 2040. At present, Oregon gets 30 percent of its electrical power 
from coal sources.

In 2006, Oregon’s sole coal-fired power plant produced 4.03 million tons of CO2, 9,000 tons of 
sulfur dioxide, and 5,000 tons of nitrogen oxide; this plant was responsible for 10.0% of the state’s 
total CO2 emissions (“Estimated Emissions for U.S. Electric Power Industry by State, 1990-2006,” 
Energy Information Administration, 2007.) A study released in July 2010 by the Civil Society 
Institute argued that it was technically and economically viable to retire all coal and nuclear-
based power in seven Western states, including Oregon. The region covered in the study was said 
to have enough renewable sources of energy and, combined with energy conservation measures, 
the transition away from coal and nuclear could take place within 30 years time. In this scenario, 
according to the Civil Society Institute study, the entire Northwest could retire 11,000 megawatts 
of coal-fired power and add at least 12,000 megawatts of onshore wind power.

Angus Duncan, Oregon Global Warming Commission Chair, explained, “Although one-third of 
Oregon’s electricity today comes from coal-fired plants, the only in-state facility was already slated 
to retire by 2020. However, the two affected utilities supply power to Oregon from coal facilities 
they own in Utah, Wyoming and Montana. By ending Oregon’s investments, the market for dirty 
energy will shrink— which should speed the retirement of those aging plants.”

It took an incredible coalition of groups that came together to push for the law, an alliance that 
included ratepayer advocates, green groups and the utilities themselves. The executive director, Bob 
Jenks, of the Citizens’ Utility Board of Oregon (the ratepayer advocacy group) proclaimed “CUB 
believes that this is a big victory for utility customers. Coal is a huge financial risk and we are 
mitigating this risk by moving away from coal and investing in clean energy instead.”

The renewable energy standards that the transition plan mandates put Oregon among the small 
handful of states that have renewable standards of 50 percent of more. Hawaii, again a leader, will 
require a full 100 percent by 2045; California and New York now both require 50 percent within 
25 years; Massachusetts is demanding a 1 percent annual increase indefinitely, until it reaches the 
full electric portfolio.

The major remaining task for Oregon (and Washington) green activists is the blocking of the ports 
in the Northwest from the exporting of coal through their states so they can become truly coal free.

http://ecowatch.com/2016/03/14/oregon-phase-out-coal/

http://www.psr.org/chapters/oregon/healthy-climate/coal-to-clean-energy.html

http://ecowatch.com/2016/03/14/oregon-phase-out-coal/
http://www.psr.org/chapters/oregon/healthy-climate/coal-to-clean-energy.html
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Good Cheer Food Bank is our Mission Sunday Offering recipient for June. Good Cheer cur-
rently serves 850 families per month. Since 1962, South Whidbey has been able to depend 
on Good Cheer and its volunteers for food and other basic needs. 

Today the community benefits from a model food bank set up as a positive shopping experience for 
clients. Good Cheer has its own gardens that provide fresh produce for them. Through community 
gleaners the food bank also benefits from fresh locally grown fruit. Local gardeners also contribute 
portions of their harvests and eggs from generously productive hens. This year, in cooperation with 
the South Whidbey School District, Good Cheer is expanding its garden space through the Big 
ACRE. This project will provide food to the food bank and the South Whidbey Schools.

Though Good Cheer’s primary focus is on providing food for the community, the Good Cheer 
Thrift Stores have provided $16,200 in gift certificates to local charities, such as Helping Hand and 
the Family Resource Center. These help families with clothing, household goods and furniture.

Each Sunday we have the opportunity to express our gratitude for what we are so abundantly given 
by filling up the food donation baskets at morning worship.  But financial donations are also need-
ed.  The food bank can purchase food through the regional food bank network at a rate of $1 to $9.  
That means that every dollar that you donate goes to purchase nine dollars worth of food. Please 
join me in providing your financial support for Good Cheer. Mission Sunday Offerings for the food 
bank will be collected Sundays in June. If you are writing a check, just put MSO or Good Cheer in 
the memo line. Thank you for your continued generosity to this vital community resource.

Invitation for the 2017 Mission Sunday Offering
Each year twelve charities (one each month) receive Mission Sunday Offerings (MSO) 
from St. Augustine’s parishioners. Two of the charities are pre-determined by the Vestry 
(Episcopal Relief and Development / Episcopal Community Action). However, the re-
maining ten charities come from recommendations of our parishioners. The members of 
the MSO committee will meet in a few months and make a final recommendation to the 
Vestry for final approval of the 2017 MSO recipients.

We invite any suggestions for possible changes to the 2017 Mission Sunday Offering recipient list.

M S O
Mission Sunday Offering June 2016

Good Cheer
Maureen Masterson
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The 2016 charities that will be reviewed are:

Helping Hand

Senior Services of Island County

South Whidbey Homeless Coalition

Good Cheer

Hearts & Hammers (2/3 to South Whidbey, 1/3 to Coupeville)

Enso House

The HUB Afterschool Program

Friends of Friends

South Whidbey at Home

The Coupeville Foodbank

When making a recommendation for a new MSO recipient, please keep in mind that one of the 
above charities will need to be removed from the MSO recipient list to make room for any new 
charity.

When considering possible charities for the MSO, preference is given to charities in which St. Au-
gustine parishioners are directly giving their time, talent and/or treasure. Local charities also receive 
special consideration.

All MSO recipients must be exempt charitable organizations under Section 501(c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, or activities/organizations sponsored by St. Augustine’s, the Diocese or the 
National Church.

Any active parishioner wishing to recommend a charity for one of the ten monthly MSO recipients 
in 2017 may submit a written letter to: The MSO Committee, c/o St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church, PO Box 11, Freeland, WA 98249. Attn: Ron St. George.  Submissions can also be made 
by hand delivering the letter to the church office during regular business hours. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to ask Ron St. George or any member of the MSO Committee.

All written recommendations must be submitted by September 3, 2016. When submitting a 
proposal, please include detailed information concerning the charity’s programs and fundraising 
needs.

The Mission Sunday Offering is our shared ministry to our community, neighbors, and the 
wider church and citizens of the planet. Blessings to each individual family and parishioners who 
recognize and support the MSO through financial aid, prayer, and compassion.

Ron St. George, Chair MSO
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At the 10:30 a.m. service on July 24, 2016 St. Augustine’s will award Bert Johnson Memorial Scholar-
ships to Christopher Anderson, Sarah Parker, and Emily Reid.   They will also be honored at a recep-
tion during the coffee hour following the service. 

The “Bert Johnson Memorial Scholarship Fund” was established by the Vestry in 1999.  The purpose of the 
Fund is to recognize young members of the congregation who have served God by making significant and 
meaningful contributions of their time and talent in the work of St. Augustine’s.  Scholarships are awarded on 
the basis of such service and not on the basis of academic achievement or financial need.  Scholarships also en-
courage and support the pursuit of education beyond high school.  Each of this year’s honorees plans to attend 
a four-year college or university.  However, scholarships are not limited to students attending four-year schools.  
Students at community colleges, vocational or technical schools, art or music institutes or other post-secondary 
institutions also are eligible for scholarships.  In the past, scholarships have been awarded to Jennifer Johnson 
Zovar, Jessica Johnson, Daniel Sandri, Matt Idso, Katie Reid, Max Corell, Emily Anderson, Patsy Colton, and 
Hannah McConnaughey.

These scholarships honor the memory of Bert Johnson who exemplified the generous sharing of time and talent 
that characterizes the St. Augustine’s parish family.  Bert Johnson will be remembered especially for his years of 
service as Junior Warden and for his considerable woodworking skills to enhance the sanctuary, the undercroft, 
and the children’s playground.  His most recognized contribution was the hand-made Celtic cross that hangs 
above the altar.

The Vestry determines the amount of each scholarship award, and may authorize the renewal of the award on 
such terms as the Vestry deems appropriate.  Under the current plan adopted by the Vestry, scholarships are 
awarded for two years, with the amount of the award at $2,000 per year.

In the past, no plate offerings or pledged money have been used to finance these scholarships.  Instead they 
have been financed by generous contributions from members of the congregation and by earnings from the 
Parish Endowment Fund.  Under the current operating plan for the Scholarship Fund, the Vestry contributes 
$4,000 per year to the Fund from Parish Endowment Fund earnings.

S C H O L A R S H I P SLeft to Right: Christopher Ander-
son, Emily Reid, Sarah Parker

Ray Haman
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South Whidbey Homeless Coalition started in January 2014 with an invitation by Judy Thorslund 
to meet and address our community’s urgent unfilled need to house the homeless. Since then, many 
people and organizations have defined our purpose, created a board, reached out for funding, ac-

quired a house, rehabbed it into a home, and operated the shelter. Memorial Day was its one year anni-
versary. The House of Hope originated as an effort lead by Judy Yeakel, who also inspired other projects 
in the community, and we are honored to carry on with the House in her spirit.

More than 70 individuals have been served in the House of Hope during the past year. We continue to 
develop and modify our programs to get better at what we do and to find effective ways to be of greatest 
service to our guests and the community. The House is managed by a team which oversees facilities and 
program administration, as well as mentors and residents who supervise our guests as House Hosts.

The Mentor Program is being launched in order to build relationships with our guests in setting life 
goals, mutually seeking solutions and encouraging them to fully experience the lives they choose for 
themselves— stable, safe, and secure. Volunteer mentors are currently in training to pair with families 
working on life improvements.

Finding homes for our guests to rent is a daunting challenge. Plans have been developed for more 
intensive use of the House of Hope land by building a few small residential housing units. In addition, 
we work to create affordable housing by seeking landlords who will master-lease to us in exchange for 
providing home upkeep and a reliable income stream.

Our Seed to Share program is an experiment in community gardening, teaching our guest families home 
gardening and food preservation methods, as well as offering surplus produce at affordable prices to our 
low income neighborhoods.

I wish I could say that by having served 70 people we had reduced the issue of local homelessness 
sufficient to project its end. Unfortunately, we have turned many people away and others show up daily 
when events in their lives have derailed them from housing. Reasons for homelessness are many and 
varied: Home sales of rented property, raising of rents, job loss, low wages, divorce, medical bills. Any of 
these are sufficient to send someone’s life spiraling downward. Living conditions can lead to or exacerbate 
addiction and mental illness. So we will be doing this work for years to come, as new generations struggle 
for footing and as our elders slip through the social services net.

We do need funds to continue our work. Consider that every tomorrow the lights will be on at the 
House of Hope, someone will knock at our door, another will ask for help and need a mentor for months 
ahead. For your support, now and tomorrow— we are grateful, and so are the people we serve.

Our Community’s 
Urgent Unfilled Need  
To House The Homeless
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For Sale
This exquisite piece of fine jewelry has become availabe for sale for the benefit of one of our 

struggling low income families (who choose to remain anonymous). They are willing to accept 
$500. However, as can be seen from the appraisal, the value is over 3 times that amount. Please 
keep that in mind when considering this purchase. 

All serious offers should be directed to The Light, arose@albertrose.com, or phone: Albert 360-331-
4997. Acceptable offers will be directed to the seller.
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