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The Light welcomes all forms of correspondence. Each
submission will be edited for length and appropriateness,
as well as grammar and spelling. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily those of St. Augustine’s Church or its staff.

tion for church publications (for which you have
been encouraging us to enter). Competitions
require entry fees (about $200 for this one). Our
entries are now in the hands of the judges for
their deliberations. We will know in April (but
not in time for the April issue) how we fair.
We now have a fund in place for donations.
If you have found The Light to be meaningful
to you, I would encourage you to support this
ministry with a financial donation. Every penny designated for The Light will go directly to
The Light and be used only for Light expenses.
Please note in the memo line of your checks, or
on envelopes with cash, The Light.

...In case it wasn’t stated clearly earlier, I love
what you’re doing with The Light. Please, Please, On a different note, I would like to point out
keep up the great work!
our feature article this month by Joe Sheldon,
The Problem of Natural Evil. Joe has contributed
Blessings,
to The Light before, Water: June 2014. He is a
Carole (Hansen)
retired professor of environmental studies with
the Pacific Rim Institute in Coupeville. His
offering this month is some personal musings of
Dear Readers,
his in this, until now, unpublished paper. Because of its length, we have decided to serialize.
I wish to acknowledge the trials that our church
We will publish the rest of his article; his take on
is in the midst of. I will have more to say about
the theological implications of the science that
it in future issues as our vestry does its due
he presents to us this month, in April.
diligence in sorting things out. My prayers and
personal support are with the vestry during this And still another note, April is Easter month.
especially trying time.
We thought that it would good to feature the
parts of our lives that give us joy and happiness.
In the meantime, the business of The Light goes
Please be encouraged to send us your anecdotes,
on. As one would (I hope) expect, even with volbrief accounts of the good things in your life.
unteer help, The Light costs money to produce.
This is a great opportunity to share jokes, carProof copies need ink and paper. Our computers
toons, or funny stories. Bring it on!
need software and storage drives. We purchased
a digital voice recorder for interviews. We joined That will do it for now. Blessings to all of you.
the national organization of Episcopal CommuAlbert Rose, editor
nicators which requires membership fees. Episcopal Communicators offers a national competi-
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Notes from Nigel

s I write this on Sunday afternoon I’m struck by how different this Lenten journey feels compared with others I have
known.
Those of you who were present on Ash Wednesday heard me say that the way
of viewing Lent from a grievously penitential perspective held little joy and not
much meaning for me. A Lent focusing on the negatives – on giving up things,
on being reminded of how supposedly worthless I am, on the glorification of
suffering – that sort of Lent doesn’t offer a fulsome preparation for my encounter
with the resurrected Jesus.
And that – an encounter with the resurrected Jesus – is what I believe I’m preparing for. I stand with the Greeks who approached Phillip, saying “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.” (John 12:21).

8:00 am Eucharist Rite I
Followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult
Forums

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
With music, church school & child
care. Followed by coffee/fellowship

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with
incense)

Tuesday

7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation
Wednesday

10:00 am

Eucharist and Holy
Unction (Prayers for Healing)

CHURCH STAFF

This Lent offers another way to journey: we can seek to discover our identity as
disciples; explore the spirituality of the cross-resurrection triduum, wondering how
it can transform our lives, if we let it; and we can make some commitments based The Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton,
Rector
on what we discover.
We have started well! The Thursday evening program “Embracing Spiritual
Awakening” has been quite remarkable – good fellowship and good insights,
shared with generosity and intention. And the spirit in our services has also been
quite remarkable – today’s services (March 1) were particularly so – much laughter and some serious reflection too.
To be sure, there are some folk in our community who are not very happy at the
moment. Our “HolyCow!” consultants reminded us that even in the healthiest
of congregations – like our own – it is common to find about 15% of regular
attendees are unhappy. That this is common – normal – is no reason for us not
to reach out to our disaffected brothers and sisters. And I have seen this reaching
out – in love and compassion – taking place for some time. We are all wounded
in some way, and acknowledging the woundedness that lies behind much of the
anger and acting out is one way we can all make reconciliation real for this small
group. That, too, is a part of a real Lent.
That some folk are unhappy will not distract us from the remarkable journey we
have been on these last few years! As the CAT survey pointed out, we headed in
a quite remarkable direction! We are, they told us, in a ‘transformational place;’
we can do pretty much anything we want. In fact we have been asked to be a resource for a number of scholars studying examples of congregations like our own!
Congratulations to us! And a blessed Lent to all of you!
Nigel
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From your Editor
regular stuff

J

ust last night, I was asked, “What is Lent?”
To avoid the obvious, I would call it “The
storm before the calm.” Our church calendar is so full of “good news” that it is easy to
lose sight of the reality that constitutes our dark
side. And by dark side, I don’t necessarily mean
bad. Unpleasant or hard to face side might be
more appropriate. We have the advantage of
hindsight, looking at Easter from our 21st century view; we anticipate the flowers and bunnies, the coming of spring, and the resurrection
of another year. It is hard to look at the suffering
and death that is also an important part of our
existence. The Resurrection; that is our clue to
Lent.

2

Notes from Nigel

3

God’s Creation

16

Adult Forum Schedule

17

BIRTHDAYS

M

MARCH
S

ANNIVERSARIES

O

18
19
22

To have resurrection, we must have death. And
what harbors death; but the time it takes to pass
from one life to the next. That is Lent. Life is
a grand symphony of passages from one movement to the next. When one part of our existence comes to its end, it doesn’t cease to have
meaning. Only its physical presence ceases. The
music lingers in our ear.

23
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When the leaves of last summer’s grandeur fall
in September and October, they decay into the
ground, not to disappear, but to provide sustenance for the beauty and wonder that is to
follow.
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Lent is a somber time, but it needn’t be morbid.
It is a time to catch our breath, look deep, and
give thanks for that which really matters.
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A reminder to our readers: This is an interactive document.
Clicking on any Table of Contents or “continued” entry
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May we share a Holy Lent.
Albert
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The“Problem”of Natural Evil

by Joseph K. Sheldon, Ph.D. -- 28 September 2014

When one seriously looks at creation today, many (but
not all ...) of the events and processes generally referred
to by Christians as “natural evil” are essential elements
in creation’s fruitfulness and functioning – its life giving
engines.

C

reation is both gift and blessing! It is
proclaimed “very good” by its Creator-God who is Life and the giver of
life. A friend of mine, a world class specialist in
binary stars, asserts that when one pushes back
time to the very beginning – a fraction of a millisecond after creation began -- only the finger
print of God is visible! Indeed creation is replete
with God’s image written across its pages – the
exquisite winding of the double helix with its encoded genetic information; the glory of a flower
that increases in complexity as one probes from
the macro to the atomic micro structure; the
structural and functional integrity of ecosystems
that contain and support life on Earth; the wonder of a mother suckling a baby on her breast….
Yet one is also faced with questions, doubts, and
frustration. It is easy to see God’s glory when
one focuses on creation’s wonderful splendor.
But why is the world also characterized by events
and processes that bring physical death and

destruction? How can a good God allow evil
to be present in His very good creation? That
question and the conclusion that “natural evil” is
a standard fixture of life has been and continues
to be a stumbling block to many who are considering (or have rejected) the Christian faith.
The tension between Scriptural interpretation
and scientific discovery has been a long and
tortuous road. For many, it comes down to a
question of truth and the source of truth. Some
are comfortable with Arthur Holmes1 view that
“All Truth Is God’s Truth.” Through the revelations that scientific discovery provide, a true
understanding of the structure and function of
creation can be gained – and that when, properly
understood and interpreted, will not contradict
Scripture, when it is properly understood. Others are quick to jump to a view of “sola scriptura”2 when they see a potential conflict between
scientific discovery and their interpretation of
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Scripture. The tension between these two approaches to “truth” has been long-standing and
continues today.

ber of the plainest Amish reputedly believe that
the Bible teaches that Earth is flat.” Pp 73-74

This event reminds me of the controversy caused
The reliability of creation’s testimony of truth
by Galileo in the 1600s. The response by the
has strong Scriptural support. As Job responds
Catholic Church toward Galileo was rapid
to his critic Zophar, he states:
and aggressive in dealing with this “heretic”
who presented “evidence” that supported the
“…ask the beasts, and they will teach you;
controversial Copernican view of the Universe
The birds of the heavens, and they will tell you;
which claimed that it was the sun and not
Or the bushes of the earth, and they will teach you;
Earth that occupied the center of our Universe.
And the fish of the sea will declare to you.
Who among all these does not know
That the hand of the Lord has done this?”Job 12:7-12 ESV
Even Solomon in all of his wisdom took time to
give lessons on creation.
And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth of mind
like the sand on the seashore, so that Solomon’s
wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people
of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he
was wiser than all other men…. He spoke of
trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the
hyssop that grows out of the wall. He spoke also
of beasts, and of birds, and of reptiles, and of
fish. And people of all nations came to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings of
the earth, who had heard of his wisdom. I Kings
4:29-34 ESV.
Well-known examples of Scripture/science
tension exist. A recent book on Amish youth3
describes the following event when “an Amish
teacher bought a globe and brought it to his
school to teach geography. A few days later,
three parents arrived one morning and asked
him to get rid of the globe. A significant num-

This view, like the recent event with the Amish
teacher, was based on the Church’s mistaken
interpretation of scripture that appeared to be in
conflict with the message offered through study
of God’s creation.
The tension today (sometimes described as a
war) has established its battle lines on opposing
sides regarding Earth’s age and how God accomplished His Creative acts described in Genesis.
I will set that tension aside with regard to this
paper and focus on the issue of natural evil and
its source. For serious Christians seeking serious
answers, where should one look for guidance? It
may be surprising to many, but—
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centuries prior to these controversies, St. Augustine4 cautioned that:
“Usually, even a non-Christian knows something
about the earth, the heavens, and the other elements of the world, about the motion and orbit
of the stars and even their size and relative positions, about the predictable eclipses of the sun
and moon, the cycles of the years and the seasons,
about the kinds of animals, shrubs, stones, and
so forth, and this knowledge he holds to as being
certain from reason and experience. Now, it is a
disgraceful and dangerous thing for an infidel to
hear a Christian, presumably giving the meaning of Holy Scripture, talking nonsense on these
topics; and we should take all means to prevent
such an embarrassing situation, in which people
show vast ignorance in a Christian and laugh it to
scorn. The shame is not so much that an ignorant
individual is derided, but that people outside the
household of the faith think our sacred writers
held such opinions, and, to the great loss of those
for whose salvation we toil, the writers of our
Scripture are criticized and rejected as unlearned
men. If they find a Christian mistaken in a field
which they themselves know well and hear him
maintaining his foolish opinions about our books,
how are they going to believe those books in matters concerning the resurrection of the dead, the
hope of eternal life, and the kingdom of heaven,
when they think their pages are full of falsehood
on facts which they themselves have learnt from
experience and the light of reason? Reckless
and incompetent expounders of Holy Scripture
bring untold trouble and sorrow on their wisest
brethren when they are caught in one of their
mischievous false opinions and are taken to task
by those who are not bound by the authority of
our sacred books. For then, to defend their utterly

foolish and untrue statements, they will try to
call upon Holy Scripture for proof and even recite
from memory many passages which they think
support their position, although ‘they understand
neither what they say nor the things about which
they make assertion’”[quoting 1 Tim. 1:7]. Pp.
202-203
Help in sorting through these tension issues is
also provided in the English Standard Version
Study Bible5 where it is suggested that the significance of issues be ordered in terms of the following criteria (P. 2506):
Absolutes: “define the core beliefs of the Christian faith.”
Convictions: “while not core beliefs, may have
significant impact on the health and effectiveness
of the church.”
Opinions: “are less-clear issues that generally are
not worth dividing over.”
Questions: “are currently unsettled issues.”
Where an issue falls within these categories
should be determined by weighing the cumulative
force of at least seven considerations (P. 2507):
1. Biblical clarity
2. Relevance to the character of God
3. Relevance to the essence of the gospel
4. Biblical frequency and significance (how often in Scripture it is taught, and what weight
Scripture places upon it)
5. Effect on other doctrines
6. Consensus among Christians (past and present)
7. Effect on personal and church life
“These criteria for determining the importance
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of particular beliefs must be considered in light
of their cumulative weight regarding the doctrine being considered. For instance, just the
fact that a doctrine may go against the general
consensus among believers (see item 6) does
not necessarily mean it is wrong, although that
might add some weight to the argument against
it. All the categories should be considered collectively in determining how important an issue
is to the Christian faith. The ability to rightly
discern the difference between core doctrines
and legitimately disputable matters will keep
the church from either compromising important truth or needlessly dividing over peripheral
issues.” P. 2507

as a scientific account of the events of creation.
The ESV Study Bible states: “Put simply, the
author of Genesis writes to celebrate the fact that
God made the world, not to explain the details
of how he made it” (p. 45). Vandenberg suggests
that the primary function of both books is to
testify about and to bring glory to God. The Bible, elucidated and understood by its theological
study, is the written revelation of God by God
as a testimony to Himself, the history of Israel,
the incarnation and associated reconciliation of
all creation, life in God’s Kingdom today, and
a glimpse of the details of the final Kingdom to
come.

Vandenberg’s discussion of the metaphor of the
“two books” is in agreement with the position
taken by the author of the introduction to Genesis: “Genesis and Science,” in the ESV Study
Bible. Both the ESV and Vandenberg state
categorically that Genesis should not be taken

With these examples, the Augustinian caution
in mind, the suggestion from the ESV Study
Bible on the categorization/strength of the theological issues, and our brief look at general vs.
special revelation, we will now turn to a current
discussion that often is seen as pitting “the Word

On the other hand, although creation has God’s
Another way to discuss and examine many of
testimony written across its pages (see Psalm 19
the science/Scripture conflicts is to consider the
and Romans 1:19-20), the study of the content of
two sources of God’s revelation. What can one
creation by science has a very different purpose.
learn from general revelation (knowledge gained It provides understanding of creation’s past, its
from the study of God’s creation) and what is
present structure/function, and has predictive
the message of special revelation (the message of power for the future. Theological attempts to
Scripture)? Is there divergence or concordance
discover and expound on the concordance of
in their message? How does one “read” those
science and Scripture should be approached with
“two books” honestly? Indeed what is the true
much caution. Vandenberg states that theolomessage of the author of the “two books?” A
gians “should neither be too eager to reinterpret
6
recent article by theologian Mary Vandenberg
the Bible in order to make sense of the latest
dealing with these questions has been very help- scientific data, nor too eager to disregard the
ful and indeed relates to much of the material
findings of science in order to make sense of cerdiscussed below -- the nature and place of “natu- tain biblical texts. Rather, they should read with
ral evil” within God’s very good creation. How excitement the latest results of scientific inquiry”
can “natural evil” be theologically understood
(p. 22) and be filled with joy and wonder at the
and what is its nature and place in creation?
marvels of God’s very good creation.
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and nature of God” against the “observations
and claims of science.” What is the nature and
source of “natural evil?” Moral evil flowing
from the hands of humanity disconnected by sin
from their Loving God is indeed part of fallen
human nature. That view is considered by most
Christians as a core belief – an absolute. But
what about non-human caused “evils” – those
events generally referred to as “natural evil” –
killer storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, and the
like? The Church has traditionally ascribed the
ultimate causative agent of such events to the
“fall” of humanity in Eden. The ESV Study Bible, for example, states in the section on “Biblical Ethics: An Overview: Stewardship: Stewardship and the Environment,” that “after the fall,
‘the creation was subjected to futility’ (Romans
8:20; cf. Gen. 3-17-18) in such a way that nature now includes floods, forest fires, hurricanes,
weeds, insects that can destroy crops, etc.” (p.
2559).

ecosystems would rapidly cease. This essential
relationship has been partially recognized and
discussed by some recent theologians as described below. But before that, we need to look
at some examples that are included under the
rubric of “natural evil” and how they contribute
to the sustaining goodness of God’s creation.

Examples of “natural evil” in creation’s essential structure and
function

1. The blessing of creation’s fruitfulness includes
the constant replenishment of all essential elements and nutrients through global recycling
systems known in science as biogeochemical cycles. Oxygen, carbon, nitrogen, potassium, iron
-- all of these plus other elements essential to life
cycle between the living and non–living systems
with the death of living organisms providing the
feed stock to move through each unique global
cycle. Indeed the decomposers in the soil system that recycle the stuff of
According to this view, not only did humanity
dead plant and animal life
suffer the consequences of the disobedience of
regulate the delicate balance
Adam and Eve, but the foundational structure
of atmospheric gases that all
and function of creation itself was altered as a
life depends upon as well as
result of human sin. This view persists today
the process of soil formation.
especially in conservative areas of Christianity.
Top soil is composed of a mixture of decaying
It is assumed that prior to the fall a “perfect” creorganic material following the death of organation was present lacking death and death-causisms. This organic material (humus) mixes with
ing events – disease, parasites, accidents, violent
non-organic soil components (silt, clay, sand) to
storms, earthquakes, volcanos, and the lot. On
form the rich top soils that agriculture depends
the other hand, when one seriously looks at
upon. Without the continuous addition of new
creation today, many (but not all – see discusdead organic material on the soil surface to be
sion below) of the events and processes generally
acted upon by the decomposer system, top soil
referred to by Christians as “natural evil” are
rapidly runs out of necessary nutrients to supessential elements in creation’s fruitfulness and
port vegetation and the animals that depend
functioning – its life giving engines. Indeed
upon plants.
without many of the processes identified as “natural evil,” the very fabric of life and its included 2. Solar energy striking Earth heats the atmo-
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sphere creating huge convection cells of rising
and cooling air. These convection cells combined with the 23 degree tilt of the Earth on
its axis plus its rotation result in the prevailing
winds that influence our day-to-day weather
events. This provision of God’s creation distributes water across the globe, transfers the
excessive heat in the equatorial area toward the
poles in a global-sized convection system, and
is responsible for creating ocean currents that
likewise re-distribute oceanic heat. The Japanese Current warms Alaska and provides the
maritime climate of western Washington and
Oregon. The Gulf Stream of the Atlantic moves
warm tropical waters north along the east coast
of North America then east toward Europe
allowing Iceland and Western Europe to “enjoy”
temperate climates. Indeed the southern tip
of the British Isles is bathed in relatively warm
ocean water and hosts palm trees at latitude
farther north than Winnipeg, Canada. This
giant heat transfer system is also responsible for
destructive El Nino events and the formation
of large scale cyclonic events (hurricanes and
typhoons). The clash of dynamic warm and

cold fronts create sudden severe thunderstorms
and associated tornadoes. It is just a matter of
scale in the amount of energy involved whether
one is bathed in a gentle April shower or hammered by a severe hurricane or tornado. The
provision that distributes global heat and allows
a climate where life can flourish also generates
extreme weather events. The more heat in the
atmosphere, the greater the extremes that can
be expected. The storms that result in the loss
of human life are an essential part of the heat
transfer system that allows Earth, God’s garden,
to flourish. Indeed the power of a destructive
thunderstorm is ascribed to the Lord as stated
in Psalm 29 (NIV) where those in the heavenly
realm celebrate!
Vs 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the
Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
Vs 9 The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and
strips the forest bare. And all in his temple cry
glory!
3. The movement of Earth’s crustal plates and
associated earthquakes and subduction zones
drive mountain building and volcanos that
provide the rock and ash that erosion releases
as essential new minerals and nutrients for the
living system’s fertility and fruitfulness. These
essential minerals and nutrients then enter the
cycles described above to provide a continuous
supply of the stuff that life depends upon. Erosion in the mountains of Ethiopia historically
moved sediment downstream in the water of the
Nile River to seasonally flood the land of the
lower Nile Valley and fertilize the fields of Egypt
and the coastal waters of the Mediterranean.
The Colorado River, the Mississippi River and
river systems across the globe tell a similar. But
these same rivers that naturally fertilize their
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flood plains and delta also bring floods that take
human life.
Human efforts to tame these rivers for flood
control and power have had often altered the
natural life-giving function of the rivers. Construction of the Aswan Dam in Egypt has largely terminated this natural system of nutrient
distribution that served the entire Nile Valley
and its delta. The addition of human produced
fertilizers is now required to grow crops and the
fishery in the coastal waters near the mouth of
the Nile has collapsed. Erosion of the southern
Rocky Mountains provides a similar situation as
the water and the silt nourishes the flood plain
of the lower Colorado River and the Gulf of Baja
California. During the summer months today,
however, the Colorado generally ceases to flow
with no water reaching the Gulf of Baja California. U.S. and Mexican water consumption for
homes, industry, agriculture, swimming pools,
and green lawns in the desert take it all. River systems across the globe tell similar stories.
Check out the Yellow River in China!
4. Without death being part
of the natural system, it
would have taken only a year
or so at the natural reproduction rate (without death)
for houseflies to have increased to a mass that
would roughly equal the size of Earth. Bacteria
reproduce much more rapidly than house flies!
Thus, when the Lord blessed the creatures to be
“fruitful and multiply and fill the earth,” that
process would have taken a very short time for
many species if death were not part of the natural system. And without that death, the cycling
of essential elements would not have taken place.
For other species that reproduce more slowly,

their rate of “filling” Earth would take longer.
The “filling” at the species level refers to the ecological niche that a particular species occupies.
To be fruitful is to carry out God’s blessing – to
be all that God intended a species to be. The
niche of each species is defined by the specific
limiting factors that define where it can live –
temperature, humidity, food, and its interactions
with other species.
5. Today the global community of species indeed has together filled Earth. Life exists in all
conceivable locations. Few species (humans and
a few associated animals that we have “invited”
or that “hitchhike” with us) have truly “filled”
Earth. Indeed there are essentially no suitable
human habitats that our species has not occupied. The blessing of God to be fruitful and fill
the Earth would have taken a very short time.
Death has allowed a continuum of life. Without death, one wonders what creatures were to
do when Earth was full? In a matter of hours,
days, weeks, years, or a few centuries – depending on the reproductive potential of a particular
species -- without death, there could have been
no further reproduction. Without death, the
question of “then what?” must be asked. What
were species to do when Earth was full? But
with death being part of the natural goodness
of creation, that question becomes mute. God’s
creation continues to be resplendent with His
glory – looking forward until His final return!
6. Not only has death of individuals been an
on-going part of God’s very good creation, but
there has also been a continuing replacement
of species. When one looks at the living species
today, we find that they represent less than 1%
of the species that have ever lived. The Creation
Museum of Ken Ham that depicts dinosaurs
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and humans living together does not present
an honest picture of the history of Earth, the
dinosaur age, nor the fossil record. Fossils do
not form unless something has died! No bird or
mammal species (including humans) alive today
existed concurrently with dinosaurs. That is not
an opinion, but rather a fact that is agreed upon
by virtually all scientists today as well as non-scientists who take the time to look honestly at
creation. Indeed it was long after the disappearance of the dinosaurs that modern families of
birds and mammals appear. The disappearance
of dinosaurs is linked to the impact of a large
asteroid hitting Earth –the location of the impact crater is known and global evidence of the
impact exists in rock deposits around the world.
Very early bird and mammal species existed
with the dinosaurs, but no living species or even
modern families or orders walked the earth with
Tyrannosaurus rex and his relatives.
7. The evidence for what is popularly called the
“ice age” can be read on the landscape of both
hemispheres. It is interesting that there is no
reference in scripture to this Earth-shaping event
when sea levels varied by more than 600 feet. At
the peak of the recent ice age a broad swath of
land between current Siberia and Alaska existed (a region now known as Beringia) that was
occupied by humans who subsequently migrated
east into North America and then on to South
America. In addition to Beringia, the lowering
of sea level by approximately 300 feet allowed
humans to occupy other areas currently sea covered. Recent archeological studies have disclosed
villages under the North Sea. Imagine the
outline of the current U.S. if sea levels were 300
feet lower! It is also clear that there were several
advances and retreats of the continental glaciers
prior to the most recent one. During the inter-

glacial periods when the ice mass was greatly
reduced, sea levels rose more than 300 feet above
their current levels – a state that will again recur
if the ice in Greenland and Antarctica should
melt as human caused climate change advances.
During these Pleistocene advances and retreats
of the glaciers, North America was dominated (until very recently) by a radically different
animal community with few of the large (mega)

species remaining today. Imagine going for a
walk in what is now western North America
and sharing the experience with some of God’s
most amazing creatures – mammoths, mastodons, giant sloths, camels, horses, short-faced
bears, several species of tapirs, peccaries, the
American lion, giant condors, saber-toothed cats,
dire wolves, llamas, stag-moose, the shrug-ox,
Harlan’s muskox, giant beavers, and a ninefoot sabertooth salmon! None of these species
survive today! What a world that was! Some
of these extinct species have been found with
human-made projectile points (spear/arrow)
imbedded in their bones. Indeed humans along
with climate change were likely the major factors driving the extinction of these species. The
human impact has been named the “Pleistocene
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overkill hypothesis.” Regarding the glacial events
themselves, science now recognizes that the driving
force behind the most recent ice sheet advances and
retreats is associated with Earth’s orbit around the
sun plus the associated 23o angle tilt of Earth on its
axis – a phenomenon referred to as the Milankovitch cycle – a cycle of approximately 21,000 years
length from peak to peak.
Associated with the advancing glaciers across both
the old and new world during the last Ice Age, the
conveyer belt/bulldozer of the advancing ice obliterated the living system in its path and ground bed
rock into a flour-like powder as it picked up huge
boulders that served as mill stones grinding and
scraping their way forward. The most recent glacial
event in western North America is known as the
Vashon Stade of the Frasier Glaciation. At the 49th
parallel – the boundary between present Canada
and the U.S. in Washington State, it is estimated
that the advancing glacial front was approximately 6,000 feet thick. It eventually pressed forward
to near present day Olympia where it stalled and
eventually began to melt back toward Canada. A
similar advance occurred from Washington State
to Maine. The deposits of the flour-like pulverized
rock accumulated on the surface of the glacier and

in deep drifts left behind by the retreating ice front.
Driven by cyclonic storms along the glacial front,
this fine sediment was moved by the fierce winds
and deposited as thick wind-blown soils across
much of Current Europe, and Asia. Across the
great plains of North America, and large areas of
eastern Washington (the Palouse), deep, rich glacially derived loess soils provide some of the most
fertile soils in the world. Indeed our “bread basket”
of U.S. agriculture owes its soils and fertility to past
glacier action.
8. The provision by God of our fossil fuel energy
sources can be seen as both a blessing and a curse.
A blessing in their use in the production of medicines, synthetic substances, and as a source of heat
and fuel for transportation. A curse when our sinful misuse despoils creation’s integrity – acid rain,
mining disasters, mountain-top mining, and atmospheric modification including climate change.
Fossil fuels form over eons of time as organic matter (dead plant and animal stuff) decomposes in
the absence of oxygen. This provision by God for
human use and enjoyment was/is sufficient to last
until Christ’s return – if, and only if, the blessing is
treated as a blessing and not turned into a curse
through the sinful failure of God’s stewards.
To be continued with the April Light :

footnotes
1. Arthur F. Holmes. All Truth Is God’s Truth. Eerdmans Pub Co. 1977.
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sola_scriptura.
3. Richard A. Stevick. Growing Up Amish: The Rumspringa Years. Johns Hopkins Press. 2014.
4. Augustine, The Literal Meaning of Genesis, 2 vols, trans. John Hammond Taylor (Newman. 1982) 1:42-43. As
quoted in mark A. Noll. Scandal of the Evangelical Mind. Eerdmans. 1994.
5. ESV Study Bible, section on Biblical Doctrine: An Overview: Essentials vs. Peripheral Doctrine
6. I have found the article What General Revelation Does (and Does Not) Tell Us by Mary Vandenberg to be most
helpful. Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith. Volume 62, Number 1, March 2010
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UBUNTU
Brian Reid

I

first encountered the term Ubuntu while
reading Made for Goodness by Desmond
and Mpho Tutu. As Tutu defines it “I am because you are. My successes and my failures are
bound up in yours. We are made for each other,
for interdependence. Together, we can change
the world for the better.” Just recently I again
came across the word in an article in the Guardian by Desmond Tutu. This time he was writing about another fight in which he is engaged.
“Never before in history have human beings
been called on to act collectively in defence of
the Earth. As a species, we have endured world
wars, epidemics, famine, slavery, apartheid and
many other hideous consequences of religious,
class, race, gender and ideological intolerance.
People are extraordinarily resilient. The Earth
has proven pretty resilient, too. It’s managed to
absorb most of what’s been thrown at it since the
industrial revolution and the invention of the
internal combustion engine.”
Tutu goes on to write that while fossil fuels have
helped us by powering our industries, heating
our homes and enabling us to travel distances
that would not have been possible before their
application, we have allowed ourselves to be
totally addicted to their use. He calls on us to

convince our leaders “to lead us in a new direction: to help us abandon our collective addiction
to fossil fuels.” “Reducing our carbon footprint
is not just a technical scientific necessity; it has
also emerged as the human rights challenge of
our lifetime.” He says the impact of the most
devastating effects of climate change disproportionately fall on the poor of the Earth, who
have no involvement in creating the problem.
The United Nations has tried to affect climate
change but runs up against governments and
leaders of industries who put short-term economic and political goals ahead of the collective
long-term survival of the human race. It is true
individual ways of fighting climate change such
as not wasting energy through such methods
as changing lighting sources, turning down the
heat, carpooling, can have an effect but they are
not enough scientists tell us; and “they may not
be appropriate for the world’s poor.”
Tutu argues that we have boycotted in the past
sports teams, media and companies supporting
or aiding things such as apartheid in South Africa; and as such “no one should profit from the
rising temperatures, seas and human suffering
caused by the burning of fossil fuels.” He says we
need to encourage foundations, universities,
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scientists, environmentalists, and social activists
“who have been challenging the moral standing
of the fossil fuel industry.” These groups are trying to persuade these companies away from this
old business model, which threatens the survival
of all of us.
Tutu concludes with this quote, which brings it
back to Ubuntu. “Who can stop climate change?
We can. You and you and you, and me. And
it is not just that we can stop it, we have a responsibility to do so that began in the genesis of
humanity, when God commanded the earliest
human inhabitants of the Garden of Eden, ‘to
till it and keep it.’ To ‘keep’ it; not to abuse it,
not to make as much money as possible from it,
not to destroy it.”
corporations, cultural institutions and yes, individuals, to divest themselves of fossil fuels and
invest in renewable energy; “to move their money out of the problem and into the solutions.”
We need to tell our governments to stop subsidizing fossil fuels and invest in sustainable practices. Instead of fossil fuel companies spending
more money searching for new fossil fuel sources, urge them to redirect money into searching
for and developing clean energy solutions. Tutu
writes that over the last three or four years there
has been the appearance of a new civil society
divestment movement which is supporting the

This Lent is a good time to see what we as a
society can start doing without. It is a time to
get the attention of those who are destroying our
future for short-term gain. It is time to be the
stewards of creation. It is time for us to get out
of the wilderness of fossil fuel addiction. We can
do this by continuing to save energy, by contacting our government and fossil fuel companies
to urge the switch to renewable, non-polluting
energy sources, and by putting our money where
hopefully our mouth is by divesting of fossil
fuels and investing in clean, renewable energy.
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The Beauty of God’s Creation; Our Legacy

Ebey’s Landing, Whidbey Island, Washington

photo by Tom Hanify

Two roads diverged in a wood and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
Robert Frost
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Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: March
The 64K question that arises this time of year in the Pacific Northwest is “Will March come in like
a lion and go out like a lamb or vice versa?” I am betting that March will be more like the lion in
the Wizard of Oz than the one in the Lion King. Well, regardless of meteorological circumstances, the Adult Forums for March will come roaring in with some unique and illuminating lectures.
First, we will continue our religious studies series on The History of Christianity in the Reformation Era with a focus on the rise and fall of Anabaptism in Germany and Calvin’s key role in spurring on the “second” Reformation in Europe. These DVD lectures will be bookended with presentations on the Episcopal Relief and Development’s year-long campaign, and the state of our Central
Whidbey State Parks.
Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters or hosts are listed below:
1 March-Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD). Chuck Hamilton, Diocesan Coordinator for
ERD, will be our guest speaker for this forum. He will emphasize and talk about the 75th Anniversary of ERD as part of a year-long awareness campaign and fund raising event. Chuck will
explain the various facets of the Anniversary Celebration, and will show how this international
relief agency actually does its work by sharing his recent experiences in Nicaragua. It’s in overseas
locations like this where ERD works with local agencies in areas of organic farming, water supply,
and economic development. Please join Chuck to learn about the latest developments in ERD, and
check out their website for more information at www.episcopalrelief.org. Ted Brookes will host.
8 March-The Rise & Fall of the Kingdom of Munster. The sudden rise and fall of the Anabaptist Kingdom of Munster (1534-35) in north Germany is one of the Reformation’s wildest episodes.
The armed destruction of the increasingly radical and apocalyptic reign of the prophet-king Jan van
Leiden left peaceful Anabaptists laboring under intense official suspicion. Ted Brookes presents.
15 March-John Calvin & the Reformation in Geneva. John Calvin (1509-64) towers over second-generation Protestantism. Shaped by humanism, legal study, and exile, his theology stresses
God’s sovereignty and majesty, providence, predestination, and Christian activism in the world.
Ted Brookes presents.
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22 March-State of Our State Parks. Park Ranger Jon Crimmins, Area Manager for the Central
Whidbey State Parks, will give us a power point presentation on the general state of the seven parks
under his jurisdiction. Topics for the lecture will include current issues faced by the Washington
State Parks system and provide more specific information about the parks in the Central Whidbey Area. The presentation will highlight the accomplishments, events, and the changes the parks
have experienced over the past year as well as the hopes, needs, and vision for year to come. Ted
Brookes will host.
29 March-Palm Sunday. No adult forum is scheduled.

BIRTHDAYS

MARCH

ANNIVERSARIES

2. Sarah Parker, Jan Mulder & Cleveland Riley

17. Kathryn Rickert, Mary Laissue

3. Gail Corell

20. Bobby Drye, Diane Lantz, Joann Norman

7. Amy & Mike Picco

21. Bill Skubi, Mare Chapman

8. Megan Parker

22. Sue Idso

10. Mic Kisinger

24. David Close

15. Rachel Taber-Hamilton

26. Tom & Michelle Johnson

16. Bert Speir

27. Dallas Vial, Laura Tocheny

D

eath rims life with the beauty of transiency. It is because beauty is always passing--clouds moving, waters flowing, leaves scattering, youth aging--that it so pierces our hearts.

Bradford Smith
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Mission Sunday Offering March 2015

Helping Hand

“When you do this unto the least of my family you do it unto me.”

This March MSO offering spotlights an organization founded by St. Augustine parishioners. Fr. Bill Burnett
and Judy Yeakel were instrumental in launching Helping Hand of South Whidbey.

H

elping Hand operates as an ecumenical discretionary fund, providing monetary assistance
to individuals and families facing a financial crisis. Helping Hand volunteer caseworkers come
from South Whidbey churches including St. Augustine’s. They do intakes, assess needs and make
decisions as to providing necessary assistance. This assistance is designed to solve an immediate crisis and
most often involves rent or energy bills. Through Helping Hand grants, many South Whidbey residents
have been able to avoid eviction from their homes or a disconnect of their electric power. Helping Hand also
cooperates with other social service agencies, often making referrals. Among the agencies coordinated with are
Opportunity Council, Friends of Friends, Hearts and Hammers, Family Resource Center, CADA, Veteran’s
Center, South Whidbey Homeless Coalition and Good Cheer. In the process of assessing the needs of recipients, the Helping Hand caseworkers often provide a sympathetic ear to their concerns and may offer advice or
prayers.
On South Whidbey the need for assistance has increased substantially in recent years. Although the economy is rebounding from the “Great Recession,” it is generally the economic “least” who are last to feel the
recovery trickle down. There are also systemic issues contributing to the need for assistance. Many residents
of South Whidbey are the “working poor” engaged in seasonal work paying minimum or near minimum
wages, but facing a lack of affordable housing. During this past calendar year (2014) Helping Hand assisted
526 adults and 154 children. The financial grants disbursed in 2014 to those in need totaled $65,576.
A breakdown of the distribution of assistance for 2014 in bold and 2013 assistance data in (parenthesis) follows below:
Rent and mortgage - $21,716 ($29,973), Puget Sound Energy - $28,961 ($25,627), Propane and heating oil $3600 ($4760), Water - $2010 ($3690) , Telephone - $2613 ($1800) ,
Campground fees and temporary lodging expenses for homeless - $1826 ($287), auto repair/tires $1810
($1103). All other financial assistance - $5,000 ($2578)
In 2014 Helping Hand received $78,573 in donations from churches, individuals, community clubs and
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charitable trusts. The major donors and donations for 2014 were: Whidbey church donations totaled $27,730,
individual donations totaled $34.854, foundation grants provided $10,000, Episcopal Community Action
donated $3732. Helping Hand overhead expenses include the salary for a part time executive director, rent,
telephone, office supplies, fund raising and copier expenses. These expenses represent 16% of the Helping
Hand’s total disbursements. The remaining 84% of Helping Hand funds were distributed to those in need.
St. Augustine’s has been most generous to Helping Hand through both individual parishioner donations
and corporately as a parish. The parish donations have come from MSO, ECW (Trash and Treasure and the
Rack), and the EPF (“Blessed be the Peacemakers,” Martin Luther King community celebration). The combination of donations from St. Augustine’s, its affiliated organizations and the Diocesan Episcopal Charities
Appeal represent the largest source of financial gifts to Helping Hand.
In addition to treasure, St. Augustine’s has also been a source of talent for Helping Hand. Currently, Bev Babson is on the Helping Hand Board of Directors and Dick Hall is a staff caseworker. In addition to financial
donations Helping Hand encourages those with an interest in social work to join the staff as a caseworker or
the Board of Directors. Contact Dick Hall or Bev Babson if interested in volunteering your services.
NOTE: Beginning this February the Helping Hand office has a new location. The Helping Hand office
has moved from the House of Hope in Langley to the Trinity Lutheran Community Building in Freeland.
Individual donations to Helping Hand may be sent by mail to Helping Hand, PO Box 661, Langley 98260, or online through the Helping Hand website at www.helpinghandofsouthwhidbey or delivered
personally to Helping Hand’s office at the Trinity Lutheran Community Building during office hours. Helping Hand is staffed daily
Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

South Whidbey Homeless Coalition

H

elp us make homelessness a brief and rare experience in our community. This is the mission statement of the South Whidbey Homeless Coalition. The coalition has an agreement to
purchase the House of Hope from the estate of Judy Yaekel. A “bridge loan” has been arranged to
purchase the home, but the coalition needs money to pay off the loan and make improvements to the
house. South Whidbey currently does not have a homeless shelter and the rooms in Oak Harbor are
very limited. Please honor the legacy of Judy Yaekel and make a donation to the SW Homeless Coalition. Make out your check to Unity of Whidbey/SWHC and mail to South Whidbey Homeless
Coalition, PO Box 744, Freeland, WA 98249 (brochures may be found in Campbell Hall on the table
with the Helping Hand trifold display or in the church office.)
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Deeper Meaning Through Action
Open your heart and use your hands. Join the Taos Habitat 2015 team.
October 3-10, 2015

J

oining the Taos Team is a worthwhile way to make a contribution outside our Whidbey community. No special skills needed; there is a job (or two!) for everyone. Volunteers from St. A’s
and St. James Lutheran (Portland) will help a young Taos family make their dream of living in
their own home come true. Does this trip perk your interest at all? Ask Kate and Rob Anderson, Mic Kisinger, Brian Reed, Bert and May Ann Spier about their experience in 2014. Need
more info for this year’s trip? Contact Ann Fruechte at 331-4355 or annfruechte@msn.com.
Space is limited; registration deadline is the end of April.

A

Poetry Potluck

ll are invited to join us for a night of poetry… and FOOD on March 15th at 5:30pm in
Campbell Hall. We have several parishioners among us, who write poetry. If you are one
of them, please consider sharing some of your original work. We would love to hear it!
Everyone is welcome to come listen and share in the food. Sign up sheets are in the Narthex.
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VO L U N T E E R

Have fun and make a difference in our community!
Habitat for Humanity needs a few more folks to
step in and help the Freeland Store expand its
hours of operation. Make an outreach opportunity
into a social event, or pick a task that fits your
St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods
own personal time and talents! The Habitat
Recycles!
Store specifically needs two or three folks to help
The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw prep items and rearrange the floor on Mondays.
away as trash can be recycled and remanufactured.
Also, a team of two would be helpful in receiving
Bring those empty cartridges to church and put
donations am or pm on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
them in one of our collection boxes.
or Saturdays. If you would enjoy being a cashier,
there is a need on Thursday afternoon or Friday
St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up to
mornings. Or if you like to get out and see the
$4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge that has
a print head, regardless of the brand or type. sights, there is a need for a helper to go out on the
truck on Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Do you
Remember: Put the cartridge in the original have a skill that you would like to share such as
box that you would have thrown away after woodworking, knowledge of hardware or electrical
it has been replaced to keep it safe from
repair? Let Habitat for Humanity know of your
damages and spills, or a Ziploc bag.
interest and call 331-6272 today!

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING
congregation!

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in
the Fireside Room

Thank You!

The Habitat for Humanity Store in Freeland is
expanding its retail hours and is in great need of
additional volunteer helpers! Make an outreach
opportunity into a social event and team up
together, or pick an opportunity that meets your
own schedule, time and talents. Volunteers are
needed to assist the drivers doing pick-ups, as
cashiers, in donation receiving, and for prepping
items and floor rearrangement. For more
information call 331-6272 today!
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. . . the task is for me to bring what I find in myself and in my

relationships to the eternal Thou, where I can experience forgiving . . . To say,
“I forgive you” has in it always the danger of inflation. I am not the forgiver,
I must try to participate in that which is making forgiveness possible, . . . I
need to have an “altar,” some place where I can feel the Presence, and to that
“altar,” whether in a church, in my house or in a personal symbol, I can bring
whatever I have done to another, or what another has done to me, and there I
can feel accepted, forgiven or forgiving, despite what I have done or what has
been done to me . . . What has been done – by me or another must be faced –
not that the results will be eradicated, but that they may be altered and energy pent up in them released. All of it must be accepted, worked with lovingly
and thus eventually transformed. And it can be transformed if it is brought to
an “altar” – wherever that may be for me. Anonymous

“Meditation on Forgiveness” – The Choice is Always Ours: An Anthology of the Religious Way, p. 269
submitted by Carole Hansen
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