
“Blessed Are the Peace Makers” 
 
The 6th annual Martin Luther King "Blessed Are the Peace Makers" - the annual St. 
Augustine's Episcopal Peace Fellowship gift to the Whidbey community - was held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church on January 17, 2011 due to our parish construction issues. 
 
Preparations for the complimentary meal and service began at 10:00 AM.  

 
 

 
 
 
At 12:00 people began to arrive and soon 
filled 12 tables for the “free lunch” of sandwiches, cookies and salad. The opportunity to 
donate to Helping Hand collected $401.95 to help Whidbey residents with rent and 
energy payments. 
  
A “service walk through” with adjustments to Trinity’s sound system and logistics took 

place prior to lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The service began with an estimated 
180 people of all ages in attendance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The service featured an interactive reading of the official text of the speech given by Dr. 
King at the March on Washington (The familiar, iconic Dream portion ending the speech 

was improvised).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The interactive pew readings reflected the 
sacrifices, nonviolent tactics and faith of 

students, 
sharecroppers 
and preachers 
- the heroes and heroines of the Movement. 
Participation by both St. Augustine and Trinity youth 
was a highlight of the service. Hannah and Haley 

McConnaughey, Katie  and Emily Reid and 
Sarah Potts were among St. Augustine readers.  
Hannah and Haley also sang a duet -“This Little 
Light of Mine.”  
 
The Trinity Lutheran youth singers (ICTHUS) sang several spirituals. 



 
  
 
 

 
 
Karl 
Olsen 
again sang African American spirituals and 
Movement music with the gathering clapping 
and joining in with the refrains. 
 
An inspirational witness was delivered by The 

Rev. Carla Robinson. Carla discussed the “Beloved Community” which was often 
referenced by Dr. King. The Beloved Community is a community of justice, peace and 
reconciliation where class and racial barriers have disappeared. In other words a glimpse 
of heaven.  Despite the difficulties of today, the 
Beloved Community is always about hope. As Dr. 
King often repeated, “The arc of the moral universe 
is long but it bends toward justice.” Carla reflected 
on the marvelous inclusion not thought possible in 
1963, but which she is sure Dr. King would 
identify with today.  
 
The service ended with a reading of  
‘I Have A Dream” followed by Whidbey’s “Beloved 
Community” holding hands and singing “We Shall Over 

Come.” 


