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SERVICE SCHEDULE

O

Notes from Nigel

ver the last week I’ve been watching the World Series
(all pause for a moment of silence at the loss inflicted on
Bill Adams’ beloved Cardinals!). That means, of course,
that I’ve watched more commercials than is good for my health!
There are several themes, but one – a tried and true theme if ever
there was one – tries to get the viewer to focus on how much time
the product saves, freeing us up for more important (or more fun)
pursuits.
Time. Any more we never seem to have enough of it. And you
know that if Madison Avenue has picked up on the lack of something and pitched their products as the answer, then “Houston,
we REALLY have a problem!” There are so many choices, so many
things to commit to, that we are faced with an ever-expanding
array of options for our time. I’ve noticed that even in retirement
many folk have to keep extensive calendars, and plan well ahead.
Studies have shown, for instance, that Sunday mornings haven’t
been reserved for Church for at least the last decade; in fact the
roots for that switch go back much further. Instead, there are outdoor activities: hiking, sports, ‘do-it-yourself’ repairs. Or there’s
the indoor variety: kicking back and having a leisurely morning
drinking coffee in our pajamas while reading the news on our
i-pads (sorry, Sunday newspapers, you went the way of all flesh
years ago!). And, of course, there’s preparation for watching the
Seahawks!
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Add to that the lifestyle of at least one large generation (the
“Boomers”) – that would include me – and commitment becomes Albert Rose
Editor and Graphic Production
hard to come by: we Boomers have difficulties with making commitments because we don’t want to be tied down.
This reality creates some significant issues for us as a congregation.
If no one has enough time then who will take responsibility for
the various ministries that are important to our identity? Who
will chair Trash and Treasure? Who will serve as a liturgical mincontinued on page 27
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From your Editors

I

regular stuff

Albert, Sadie, and Gusset

Notes from Nigel

’ve curled up in my bed, at the end of this day,
to write something about the delightful outpouring of pet response that I have received for
this issue of The Light. And my orange tabby,
Gusset, with a plaintive meow and a decided
purrrrrrrrr, curls himself at my elbow, to keep me
company, and to make sure I do it right.
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I grew up on a farm in Oregon. We had animals
of all kinds: goats, cows, chickens, sheep, cats,
pigs, but none of them were pets. They were just
functional property, very few with names. The
family cow, that I spent many intimate hours
with, snuggled into her flank, extracting the
precious milk for our breakfast cereal, was generically referred to as the “Old Bat.” I’m sure
other families felt differently about their animals
at varying levels, but the bottom line was the
animals provided food for our tables and dollars
in our pockets. They weren’t expected to be close
companions.
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N O V E M B E R ANNIVESARIES

Vestry Recap
Summer Evening
Ron McKinnell

26
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28

features

In my new life on Whidbey, I’m privileged to
share my days with 2 of the dearest feline friends
that anyone could ask for, quite the opposite of
my childhood experience. We crave companionship. And the dogs, cats, birds, fish, and assorted ferrets, rats, turtles, gerbils, horses, etc., etc.
that we take into our homes and lives provide
the very best of this, uncomplicated and unconditional. When we come to realize the inherit
preciousness of all of God’s creatures, no matter
their function, it becomes quite easy to share.
Felinal filicitudes,
Albert
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St. Auggie’s Pet Parade
Marty Focht

M

y kitty’s name is Marty, the name given him at WAIF. He has a cleft
palate which put him at a disadvantage for adoption. A year later I was
the lucky one when I walked in and saw his fixed gaze on me... I was hooked.
And five years later, here he is, Lord of the House. Joan Focht

Daisy on the Spot Kodis
Nine years ago as a puppy

Baxter Bothel

Margie Tyson

W

e adopted Laci when she was two. She is now
four and finally knows how much she is loved!
The yucky barbell tennis ball is gone, but she has a box
of balls and bones that she brings out every night to
tease us and play chase. Pat Brookes

Laci Brookes
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A

Quincy Skubi

round Thanksgiving time, will mark one year since we adopted
Quincy from our local WAIF SHELTER. He had been found
wandering the streets of Oak Harbor in 2010, was subsequently
adopted by an elderly lady, who had the misfortune of falling and
breaking her hip the very same day. About a year later, she had to
return Quincy to WAIF because it was clear he was more than she
was able to care for. We thought he was a beautifully handsome
boy, but also knew he had an enormous amount of fear, especially
around men. This past year has seen its ups and downs: our offwhite Berber wool carpet is not what it used to be. We humans
have survived many snarls and snaps from this poor little waif, but
patience and perseverance is paying off as Quincy is able to relax
more and more. He loves to play with his toy, he wants to please
very much. He’s very affectionate with Jan, and is gaining on his
battle over fear of men. His favorite time of day is morning when
he gets to spend time on our bed (all my rules about no animals on
the furniture firmly tossed out) when Bill hand feeds Quincy. Yes,
you are right if you are thinking, “this is one spoiled dog.” But we
think he is well deserving of a little spoiling! Jan Skubi

Dugald Vaughn

M

y guard cat Dugald. He earns his keep by capturing and
bringing tiny snakes in the house as gifts for me! He is also
a very loving companion.
Mary Vaughan

Mocha Corell

Charley Stewart
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I

Cole Rickert

have a few friends who are allergic to cats and dogs. One of them said to me, “Let me know
when you don’t have any pets, and I will come and visit you at your house.” I replied with some
form of “I would never voluntarily live without pets. When I don’t have pets, I will be dead.”
A couple of years ago we inherited our dog, Leo, from our son Luke, when Luke and Nikki moved
to Europe. We loved Leo dearly, even though he was a very difficult dog. He did very well with people, but considered all other dogs to be a great threat, and he tried to attack them if at all possible.
Still, we loved this dog and he was very happy here with us when we first came to the island. Leo
learned his way around our woods and fields. The day before he died a bald eagle came by to honor
him; stopping to groom in a nearby, low tree, and then flying right at us as though to say, “You are a
good dog...even with your aggression.”
Of course there was a time of emptiness and mourning for this creature we had loved, and who had
loved us. Finally, after about three months I knew that there must be a dog who needed people as
much as I needed a dog. What I “thought” I wanted was some nice, smaller (35 lbs.), but lively dog
such as a Corgi.
I went through multiple applications to various dog rescue agencies. After two failed attempts at
adoption, I found myself at a fireworks stand / Evangelical Indian Church down the street from the
casino up at Lummi. There was this woman walking along with this beautiful, but not smaller, dog.
He was at least twice as large a dog as I “thought” I wanted. In a scene something like the reverse
of happy ending, there were many tears. Right then, if not shortly after. Cole’s first people loved
him too; he was their son, Joe’s, dog. And the son and his wife were returning to school in the city.
(Downtown Vancouver, B.C. isn’t such a great place for a dog raised in the open fields of Eastern
British Columbia.)
Not too much further into this experience, it became very clear that the match-making of creatures
and humans really isn’t so much a matter of getting what we “think we want/ need.” There was so
much more going on, on all kinds of levels, that none of us could see or imagine, at the time.
There is much more to this story of how Cole has become such an integral part of our family, e.g.
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how the cat trained him not to eat her, etc. But his name, might be the best clue to what we actually “wanted/ needed.” The animal rescue people who connected us to Cole, had spelled his name
“Coal.” That made sense, because he has a black spot just the size of a piece of coal in the middle of
his head. But, once we received the vet records, we found out that he already had the name, “Cole,”
long before he moved here to Coles Road on Whidbey Island.
If you’ve never been around a quiet, calm...peaceful, very smart and affectionate dog; come and
meet Cole. Kathryn Rickert

Hot Dog Babson

Jack Wegg

Rusty Snyder

Charlotte Anderson-Bible

Pippi Ludtke

Glacier Ruff
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Bella Speir

1995 - 2010

B

ella was born on the streets of Naples, Italy in about 1995. Shortly thereafter she wandered
onto the compound of the U.S. Naval Hospital in suburban Naples and took up a tenuous
residence there. She was reasonably comfortable around hospital staff and visitors as long as no
one tried to get closer than 8-10 feet from her, at which point she’d cower, tuck her tail, and run away
to hide. As commanding officer of the hospital, I routinely got to work earlier than most, and Bella
(though nameless at the time) began to show up to greet me every day, though from a safe distance. I
started whistling for her when I arrived every day, and I’d toss her a tasty dog treat from our supply at
home, where we already had three dogs that we’d brought with us from the States. Over time she got
more self-confident, comfortable, and curious about getting closer to me before I’d even gotten the
treat out, but even after several weeks she still wouldn’t let me get close enough to pet her. I found out
later that our hospital kitchen staff had been feeding her, and that occasionally the night crew found
her inside the hospital --- on two occasions was found resting in the elevator! As she’d become visibly
pregnant and lethargic, the number of staff hoping to rescue her increased, but she continued to resist.
Then she disappeared for several weeks, and all of us were sad to imagine that perhaps she’d suffered
some misfortune and that we might never see her again. Lo and behold, though, while driving away
from the hospital one Saturday afternoon, our granddaughter, who was living with us at the time, saw
Bella hiding in the bushes. We stopped, and I walked over to her, and she let me pet her and pick her
up --- I think she was fully exhausted and finally ready to be rescued and adopted. We took her home,
where she tolerated a somewhat raucous welcome from our own three dogs, but she stayed remarkably
calm for a stray who’d never let anyone touch her. We gave her a warm bath in the bathtub, no doubt
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her first bath ever. She was so pregnant by that time that she looked like a goat. On April Fool’s Day
in 1997, about three weeks after letting us bring her to our home, she delivered eight beautiful puppies
and cared for them expertly. We adopted them all out to carefully-vetted families.
There was never any doubt about whether or not we’d keep Bella --- she adopted us as much as we
adopted her. We brought her back with us to the States in 1999, and we’ve always regarded her as,
by far, our single best souvenir from Italy. She was a thoroughly beautiful and very gentle dog. She
passed away in her sleep three years ago at the age of 15 --- we continue to miss her greatly, but there
will always be a special place in our heart that belongs only to Bella. Bert Speir

Gigi Tyson

Lucy Speir

Friday Tyson

Dick Kodis going for the catnip

Tinker Tyson

Corky and Gordon Stewart
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Guinevere Lubinski

Latte Corell

Gracie Lubinski

Hannah Lubinski

Charlotte Corell
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Mickey Hall

M

ickey is the last of a long line of Hall dogs. He came from WAIF in the fall of 2002. We
met him at Walk and Wag. I used to sing to him “Hey, Mickey, you’re so fine, you’re so
fine you blow my mind, Hey Mickey, Yo Mickey.” He was also known as the Mickster
and the Mickmeister.
Mick was a dog of many quirks. If a fly was in the house and he heard it, he would chase it, bark at
it and even eat it if he could catch it. Bad habit when it was a bee. Once a hummer got in the door
and was bouncing off the sliding door trying to escape. Mick thought it was a big fly and mouthed
it but quickly let it go when he realized how big it was compared to a fly. On his last trip to the
ocean he went nutty barking at flies, even if they weren’t there. He also had imaginary raccoons ever
since a real one actually disappeared under our deck. After that every time he went out the door he
ran to the same place and barked. We always told him nothing was there but he was persistent. Finally to his surprise one time, a cat ran out from under the deck and escaped the Mickster. He loved
to chase cats and will miss neighbor cat Sophie who he could see even at a great distance and would
run after even when he could barely walk at the end. It was more of a slow lope then. Surely God
will have a Sophie in Doggie Heaven for him.
When Mick slowed down in old age he could no longer jog with Dick so Dick would take the leash
off at the end of the early morning walk, jog home and let Mick wander home alone as long as no
other dogs were out. Mickster would walk down the middle of the road looking straight ahead and
when he got home he barked at the door to come in. Once a car came up the road and had to slow
down and follow him since he was blocking the road and there was no room to go around.
One other adventure to the ocean we will never forget was the big Beach Race near Neah Bay. The
tide was way out and Dick and Mick were at water’s edge. Dick started running but waited to tell
Mickey it was a race until he (Dick) had a head start. Dick ran for his life and barely beat Mick
by inches. On that trip he also woke us up in the middle of the night when he heard seals barking
across the road on the wharf and of course barked back from our motel room.
We have so many fun and wonderful memories of Mickster and we will never forget him!
Arnelle Hall
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Mary’s Place/
Church of Mary Magdalene, Seattle

Give the Christmas gift of Hope with a gift tag
from the Giving Tree.

E

ach tag is a personalized wish from a child for a toy, or for
a gift a child would love to give their Mom this holiday
season. The toys are distributed through the Santa Store that
runs the week before Christmas. Tags of shoe vouchers are also
available – those tags are distributed at their Christmas Dinner
on December 14th. Help ensure that every woman and child
has a pair of shoes to support their unique walk on this earth!
The red box near the tree is where the voucher money will be
placed. Please do not give cash, write a check for $20.00 to
Mary’s Place.
They do not want the gifts wrapped. The child or mother will
wrap the gift they select.

Thank you for your participation in this program for the homeless women and children in Seattle.
(We are still collecting hats, scarves, gloves and socks for their regular needs.)
If you have any questions please call: Gretchen Wood - 678-0656

Holiday Market
T

he ECW Holiday Market is coming soon! Help is needed to create handcrafted items and
home-baked goodies to be sold at the Market. Join in the fun at group work parties on
Wednesdays at 11:00 am. Special help is needed for setup beginning Monday, November
11th from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, and continuing every day until setup is complete on Friday, November 15th. On the day of the market, help is needed from 8:00 am until cleanup is completed after
the Market closes at 3:00 pm. Watch for signup sheets in the narthex on Sundays.
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Something Special

I

t was an “Ahhh!” moment of delight and shared memories... just the thing for the holiday
season.

When Gordon and Kaycee Stewart stopped in at St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods’ annual Holiday Market last November, they were browsing through the handcrafted items when they spied
a beautifully carved wooden ark with dozens of tiny animals on a silent-auction table. They were
entranced, and bid on the ark in hope, sharing their story with those who were nearby.
Many years ago, Gordon and Kaycee were in a church choir together in Arlington, Washington.
They were young, shy, and not quite dating, but some of their friends decided to tease them by linking their names and a choir song about Noah’s ark. They painted a sign on the back of the choir’s
bus that said ‘Kaycee and Gordon - Build an Ark!’ for all to see and embarrassed them both. The
two never did have a date and lost track of each other for nearly thirty years until they found each
other again on Facebook in 2011. Their long-distance romance flourished and the two were finally
married in May of 2012. Now they live on Whidbey Island, where he is the chef-owner of Gordon’s
on Blueberry Hill in Freeland, and she is a pre-school teacher at South Whidbey Children’s Center.
Gordon was recently crowned “Mr. South Whidbey,” at the yearly benefit for Friends of Friends.
Obviously, the lovely ark was just meant to be theirs, and Kaycee and Gordon were successful in
their auction bid. The item had been donated to the market by Jen Nyerges, a long-time member of
St. Augustine’s, who bought it at an antique show several decades ago. Although she has since lost
track of the artist, her recollection is that the ark was carved by Whidbey woodcarver Betty Walker
in 1987. Jen said she still loves the piece but had finally decided someone else should enjoy it now.
Gordon and Kaycee are just the “someones” she had in mind. This year’s Holiday Market takes
place on Saturday, November 16th, from 9:00 am through 3:00 pm at St. Augustine’s in-theWoods in Freeland. Come discover YOUR treasure or that perfect holiday gift.
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Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: November

F

or many of us, when we turn the calendar page to November, we are immediately exposed to a plethora of
deep and contradicting emotions. First, the holiday season brings us joy, pleasant memories, warm family
gatherings, and good food. We reflect on the many blessings we have and give thanks to God for looking over
us. We celebrate Christ’s birth and marvel at his life and teachings. Conversely, Black Thursday and the shopping
frenzy that follows hits us emotionally like a freight train. This happens simultaneously with an incessant barrage of
holiday songs and advertisements. We often feel the real meaning of these special holidays is being swallowed up in
the morass of secular celebration and indulgences. Hopefully, our adult forum offerings for November will give you
a little respite from the clamoring commercialism all around us. We have an eclectic array of lectures in November,
starting with Director Robert Pelant giving us an update on the status and activities of the Pacific Rim Institute.
Margaret Schultz will follow with a marvelous and very unique presentation on Hidegard of Bingen, a celebrated
Medieval era churchwoman, mystic, and ecologist. Next, The Apocalypse of Peter is our featured Early Christianity
lecture. Finally, Janet Hall, everyone’s favorite waste-wise warrior, will give us a timely talk about waste free holidays.
Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters/hosts are listed below:
3 November - Pacific Rim Institute (PRI) Update. Dr. Robert Pelant, founder and CEO of PRI, located on the
old game farm near Coupeville, will provide a review of PRI’s mission and purpose while emphasizing current developments at the institute. He and his team has been and continues to be involved in restoring the local prairie and
forests, providing experimental learning and skill building opportunities to people of all ages, and serving the greater
community. Dr. Pelant is a veterinarian by profession, and has worked in dozens of countries around the world,
focusing on sustainability development and animal-agriculture for food production. He will speak to us specifically
about the progress being made here on Whidbey Island as well as some of the biblical principles that drive the work
of the PRI. Ted Brookes hosts.
10 November - Hildegard of Bingen. She was one of the most important church figures of the Middle Ages. This
Benedictine abbess was revered in her day for the ability to heal and preach (yes, preach!). She was a mystic visionary
who learned from the “Living Light” that all creation is a revelation of God, and was inspired to prophesy for her
time and ours. What Hildegard of Bingen wrote and preached to church and political leaders in her day is equally
applicable to their modern successors. She was quickly forgotten by the church, no doubt due to her inconvenient
teachings. She remained in obscurity until the women’s movement rediscovered her in the 1980’s, when she became
much revered in the secular world for her writings on ecology and her beautiful chants. She is now regarded as one
of the greatest Medieval composers. Margaret Schultz will present a biography of Hildegard of Bingen which highlights her amazing life and prophetic activities (including excerpts from her letters and sermons). She will also play
some of her startling chants. Ted Brookes hosts.
17 November – The Apocalypse of Peter. To this point in our series, we have considered early Christian pseudonymous gospels, acts, and epistles. These are three of the four genres that are represented in the New Testament. The
fourth is the apocalypse genre, represented in the New Testament by only one book, the Revelation of John. There

14

are several non-canonical apocalypses, as well, the earliest of which is one allegedly written by Jesus’ closest disciple,
Simon Peter. It is the first, surviving Christian account of a guided tour of heaven and hell, a precursor of Dante’s
Divine Comedy. Ted Brookes presents.
24 November – Waste Free Holidays. Janet Hall, our favorite Whidbey Island Waste-Wise Coordinator with the
WSU Extension, will give us a presentation on how to have a green, sustainable holiday season. Did you know
Americans generate 25% more garbage between Thanksgiving and New Years’ each year? Join us for a lively discussion about ways you can reduce your waste during the holidays. One way to reduce your waste stream is to buy
less...packaging that is! Learn about giving “experiences” instead of stuff. Do you get overwhelmed with all the trash
from entertaining? Find out ways to reduce your garbage and make your holiday celebrations less work. Learn how
to trim your trash while your trimming the Christmas tree! Please join us on the last Sunday before Thanksgiving.
Ted Brookes hosts.

Chris Lubinski feeds her sheep

15

All Done

A

fter a year the columbarium project is finished, thanks to the hard work of

volunteers. The new Rhodies and ferns have been installed and a dry stream bed was constructed
along the right hand side of the newly planted area to tie in with other elements of our gardens. If
you have visited the columbarium recently you will note that the area is more open due to the removal of
underbrush, blackberry bushes, and other invaders.
We are blessed to have a truly beautiful and peaceful area in which to place the ashes of our loved ones as
well as to spend time with them in remembrance.
I would once again encourage those among you who intend to be interred in St. Augustine’s Spreading Garden or in a niche to consider reserving and purchasing a niche at this time. The cost for the niche is $400
and for the spreading garden is $100. If you decide to purchase please see our church administrator and at
the time of purchase a certificate will be issued.
Many of you may not be aware that we also have a spreading garden for the ashes of your pets. There is no
cost for this, however, it must be coordinated through Fr. Nigel as he will do a service at the time the ashes
are spread.
Also, if you would like to donate to the cost of plants for the columbarium it would be greatly appreciated.
Beverly Babson, Columbarium Project Chair
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Bird of the Month

This is the second in a new series contributed by Craig and Joy Johnson
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at the Clyde
by Craig & Joy Johnson

W

Local Premier

atch native birds and mammals foraging, birds nesting, young birds being fed by their
parents, ideas to increase the variety of birds in your yard and much more!

Featuring footage of local wildlife taken in bird book authors Craig & Joy Johnson’s Whidbey Island yard.
Two showings: Sunday, November 10th, 12:00 PM and 2:00 PM
Q&A with Joy and Craig following each show
Admission is FREE (Donation optional – Benefit for Craig & Joy’s medical challenges)
To view short promo video on vimeo, type in: https://vimeo.com/75837848
Or look for it on their Facebook page: Puget Sound Backyard Birds
The Clyde Theatre, 217 First Street, Langley, WA, (360)221-5525
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Ryan’s House Christmas Wish List

F

or the past three years St. Augustine’s parishioners have been so very kind and generous to
the kids of Ryan’s House. Your generosity, empathy and compassion have benefitted dozens of
youngsters who won’t have the story-book Christmas most kids deserve.

This year Ryan’s House asks for gifts of socks, girls and boys underwear, bras and monetary donations. Please wrap your brand new article of clothing in festive Christmas paper. If you’d like to
put a special treat or a few cookies in the box, that would be just fine, but please no food that could
spoil.
Please place your gift under the Christmas tree that will be located in the center of Campbell Hall.
Please remember to include a tag stating what is inside the wrapped box and please also include the
size.
Ryan’s House for Youth is a non-profit agency working to alleviate and end child homelessness on
Whidbey Island. One of our goals is to build a shelter that will house 12-16 at-risk youth. While the
work toward building continues, Ryan’s House currently manages a Host Family Program. Approximately eight youngsters live with volunteer families who open their home and hearts to these disadvantaged youths.
Ryan’s House is making a difference in the lives of the most vulnerable and deprived teens on
Whidbey Island. However, none of our efforts are possible without the support of our community
and our parish.
Chester Speir
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Mission Sunday Offering November 2013

Episcopal Community Action

O

ur Mission Sunday Offerings (MSO) in November will go to Episcopal Community
Action (formerly called Episcopal Charities Appeal). ECA is a major outreach program of the Diocese of Olympia to respond to human needs in Western Washington.
Ministries supported by ECA must have an Episcopal connection either on its board or with
support from an Episcopal congregation. ECA distributed $71,767 in June, 2013 to 30 ministries in Western Washington, including $2,800 to Helping Hand and $1,000 to Ryan’s
House, both of which respond to human needs on Whidbey Island and have been supported
by St. Augustine’s and many members of the congregation.
Decisions about funding ECA ministries are made by a committee representing several Western Washington Episcopal congregations. St. Augustine’s has been well represented on this
committee. Diana Klein and Jay and Carol Ryan currently serve on the committee. We are
fortunate to have the services of the ECA Committee to investigate and evaluate the ministries
in Western Washington that need our support. The remnants of the “Great Recession” are still
with us and the need is great. So, please be generous. Remember that our MSO contributions
are matched up to $500 each month by earnings from the Parish Endowment Fund.
Ray Haman

There are Several Ways to Make an MSO Contribution:
•

Just place your contribution in one of the Giving Envelopes located in the pew racks, and write
“MSO” or “ECA” on the envelope.
• Write “MSO” or “ECA” in the lower left-hand corner of your check, which should be made
payable to “St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church”.
• PayPal is also available! Making MSO contributions using PayPal is fast, easy, secure and open
24/7. Moreover, funds are transferred to St. Augustine’s in just a few minutes. Simply click on
the “Donate” button on St. Augustine’s website; and you don’t even need a PayPal account to
donate. When prompted simply type “November MSO” in the space provided.
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2014 MSO Calendar

Approved by St. Augustine’s Vestry October 17, 2013
Month

Organization

Representative/ email

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Friends of Friends
Episcopal Relief &Development
Helping Hand
Pregnancy Aid of Whidbey Island
Time Together
Good Cheer
CADA
Enso House
Meals on Wheels
Hearts & Hammers
Episcopal Charities Appeal
Ryan’s House

Ron St.George/ whidbey_ron@hotmail.com
Elaine Ludtke/ ludtke@whidbey.com
Dick Hall/ ABRj@cablespeed.com
Ron St.George/ whidbey_ron@hotmail.com
Fred Ludtke/ ludtke@whidbey.com
Maureen Masterson/ mastermo@whidbey.com
Carolyn Castleberry/ cmcastleberry@msn.com
Trevor Arnold/ widgetco.arnold@gmail.com
Anne Pringle/ apringle@whidbey.com
Brian Reid/ reid1994@frontier.com
Ray Haman/ rayhaman@whidbey.com
Ron St.George/ whidbey_ron@hotmail.com

Adult Development

Soup, Bread, Prayer

O

n Thursday evenings, November 7 and 14, Mary Green and Teresa DiBiase will present
two programs on prayer. Mary’s evening will focus on using the Book of Common Prayer
as a practical, user-friendly resource for our life as Christian disciples. Teresa’s program will explore
the Daily Office and its use as a tool for helping us to pray. The BCP is the unique and “living tradition” of Anglicanism that marks the distinct identity of our corporate and private prayers. There
will be a soup and bread supper starting at 6:00 pm, followed by the program from 6:45 to
7:45.

Kaycee Stewart’s friends
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Matching Gift Challenge 2013: Double Your Impact!

E

piscopal Relief & Development is launching a special opportunity to strengthen its work
and mission of healing a hurting world. During the 2013 Matching Gift Challenge, taking
place between October 1 and December 6, all donations to Episcopal Relief & Development will be doubled! Thanks to a group of very generous supporters who have pledged $500,000
in matching funds, the impact of gifts of any size – online, via mail or by phone – will be matched
dollar-for-dollar up to that amount.
Gifts to any fund, including through Episcopal Relief & Development’s Gifts for Life program, are
eligible for the match. The matching amount will go to the Global Needs Fund, which helps sustain the organization’s life-giving, transformative programs in the areas of greatest need.
“The Matching Gift Challenge is an exciting time because our supporters can give to the program
area they’re most passionate about – clean water, women’s empowerment – and at the same time
help sustain our overall mission through the matched gift to our Global Needs Fund,” said Judy
Sawler, Senior Manager of Direct Marketing, who oversees the campaign. “It’s a great chance to see
$50 do $100 worth of good, or convert $250 into a $500 impact.”
Gift matching is automatically activated when a contribution is made to one of Episcopal Relief &
Development’s listed funds. These funds support the organization’s year-round efforts to alleviate
hunger, promote health, create economic opportunities and respond to disasters. Donations to the
Global Needs Fund will help ensure that Episcopal Relief & Development can respond to urgent
needs and continue its vital programs across the globe.
“The generosity of our supporters during the Matching Gift Challenge enables Episcopal Relief &
Development to leverage gifts of time, talent and treasure year-round for the benefit of more than 3
million people,” said Rob Radtke, the organization’s President. “Our local Church and ecumenical
partners mobilize area resources and volunteers to create context-specific solutions to alleviate poverty, hunger and disease. By working together, we can make a huge impact, and I want to thank
everyone whose gifts and efforts help further our mission.”
To have your gift matched, simply make a donation between now and December 6. Click here to
donate online, or call 1.855.312.HEAL (4325). Gifts can also be mailed to Episcopal Relief & Development, PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058.
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Episcopal Relief & Development is the international relief and development agency of The Episcopal
Church and an independent 501(c)(3) organization. The agency takes its mandate from Jesus’ words
found in Matthew 25. Its programs work towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Episcopal Relief & Development works closely with the worldwide Church and ecumenical partners to help rebuild after disasters and to empower local communities to find lasting solutions that fight poverty, hunger
and disease, including HIV/AIDS and malaria.
Reminder: we have a new domain name! Please visit us at www.episcopalrelief.org, and update
emails in your address book to @episcopalrelief.org.

Molley and Mary Ann Speir

24

DRAWING
LESSONS

THROUGH OUR WHIDBEY
ISLAND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
CENTER/ OLD BAYVIEW SCHOOL

St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods

Recycles!

The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw
away as trash can be recycled and remanufactured.
Bring those empty cartridges to church and put
them in one of our collection boxes.

Taught by Albert Rose. See Albert or Rich
Parker Center Director for dates and times.
email: arose@albertrose.com, phone 360-331-4997

HELP
WANTED

St. Augustine’s youth programs get paid up to
$4.00 for each empty inkjet cartridge that has
a print head, regardless of the brand or type.
Remember: Put the cartridge in the original
box that you would have thrown away after
it has been replaced to keep it safe from
damages and spills, or a Ziploc bag.

St. Augustine’s is a GREENING
congregation!

Look for the aluminum foil covered box in
the Fireside Room

Thank You!

REPORTER/CORRESPONDANT

f o r T h e Light. Pay is high in
satisfaction and notoriety. Work from
home and telecommunicate. Training
available to the right candidate.
Good communication skills required.
Knowledge of Microsoft word helpful.
Talk to Albert for details 360-331-4997
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BIRTHDAYS

NOVEMBER

2.
5.
7.
8.
9.

Egon Molbak
Doris Hunter
Barbara and Ron McKinnell
Wendy Close
Stephen and Diane
Schwarzmann, Ron Stewart
11. Josh and Laura Tocheny
12. Mitzi MacLean
13. Ted Brookes
15. Bonnie Kodis, Harry Anderson,
Mary Green
16. Frank Shirbroun
17. Bill Carruthers
19. Chris Lubinski
20. David Nakagawa

October

Vestry Recap

ANNIVESARIES

21. Christopher Anderson
22. Sarah Steele
23. Gretchen Wood
24. Shirley and Bill Bauder
25. Paul Thompson and Paulette
Becker, Erik Anderson, Nancy
Ruff
26. Celia Metz
27. Maggie Seymour, Stephen
Schwarzmann
28. Nate Steele
29. Aljean Muncey
30. Bruce Campbell, Shirley Viall,
Amy Donohue-Adams
St. Augustine’s vestry meets regularly on the third
Thursday of the month. This latest synopsis of your
governing board’s deliberations is here for your perusal. Meetings are open for congregational attendance.

The meeting was called to order at 4:34 pm. Regrets: Susan Sandri, Diane Divelbess.
.
Financials & Stewardship: Both Plate and Pledge continue to exceed budget, expenses also continue to track
favorably.. Our propane costs for next year should be significantly below what was budgeted due to changing the supplier to
Vanderyacht. Ron noted that Vanderyacht will also offer a discounted rate to our parishioners.
2014 Nominations to the Vestry are sought, 2 male and 1 female.
Formation:. An assessment tool for parishioners is available online from the Diocese, and we will consider a Parish
Gifts Workshop tailored to Episcopalians.
Welcome Booklet has been revised; it was suggested that it be made available on our website, password protected as
is the Directory.
Burnett House was listed October 3 at $379,000 through Coldwell Banker.
Altar Wall: This is in need of painting due to the candle smoke. Ron will provide different paint option samples. One
alternative suggested: washable hangings in seasonal colors.
Ceiling Tiles: Fr. Nigel expressed the view that nothing will happen until a manufacturer’s representative can come
out and make a definitive determination.
Seaman Bequest: A November court date is expected.
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Notes from Nigel continued from page 2
ister? Who will serve on our vestry or one of our committees? What about taking communion to
shut-ins? And the list goes on.
It’s certainly true that we as a congregation are very blessed to have many committed parishioners
who have carried the load for a long time.
Here’s the rub: as we continue to grow we need to expand the number of folk directly
involved in the active ministries – internal and external – here at St. A’s.
So as we move deeper into the fall, and approach the new Sacred Year – beginning with the
First Sunday of Advent less than four weeks away – now seems to be a good time to reflect and reexamine, especially as each of us is considering our various commitments in the wake of the All
Parish Dinner and its connected Commitment Card.
So in this month where Thanksgiving is a major theme I invite you to spend some time
reflecting on what you are thankful for at St. Augustine’s, and how you might give back something
of the gifts you have received; how you might reorient your priorities and commitments and decide
again where you want to put your energies, because where you put your energies is a statement of
what’s important to you in your life.
Happy discerning!
Grace and peace to you,
Nigel

Toby Taber-Hamilton
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Summer Evening
by Ron McKinnell

Summer evening settles calmly over the Sound.
The waters in the Sound calm down.
Clouds float by as if waving farewell.
The sun dips its’ head in radiant beauty
casting colors of brilliant red and gold
as if splashed by an artists brush.
Mountain tops seem to hang on to the clouds
and fading light as if to say, don’t leave me.
Yet here I stand in total absorption of this beauty.
Beauty made by God alone.
This is my thin place where I and my God hear and speak
to each other.

Spike Tyson
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