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From your Editor

South Africa is about as far around the world as one can get from where I am writing 
this; anywhere else wouldn’t be quite so far away. I kind of felt the same way in the 
late 1960s, when the US Navy sent me to the Far East (China and Viet Nam), a 

world apart from what I knew. What I found was enlightening in many ways. 

Probably most important, the people that I met weren’t really that different. Yes, they 
spoke different languages, their bathrooms were weird, and they practiced religions that 
held little meaning for me. But they also loved their families and craved connection with 
their neighbors. I met a gentleman in Taiwan, Meng Cheng Wong, who invited me into 
his home for meals and fellowship. He showed me around his neighborhood, touting me as 
his brother, much to the confusion of the many yellow faces we encountered.

The people I met also feared. Private homes in the Philippines were often surrounded by 
high walls and razor wire. In Yokosuka, in a warm gesture, a Japanese Episcopal priest 
invited me out for lunch. I also encountered racism in Japan—taxi drivers refused to pick 
me up because I was American. The human condition is universal; we each find ourselves 
in different places, but we ourselves are not really different.

South Africans should be warmly applauded for their monumental efforts at healing and 
growth. People who are growing and maturing as a body often make mistakes. They need 
to reorient themselves after making wrong turns. Sometimes they strike out; sometimes 
they connect and hit home runs. We need to understand that human beings, persons, are 
making those efforts. We would do well to follow suit.

May Wisdom be with us,

Albert
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Notes from Nigel

One of the things on which most biblical scholars can agree is that Paul’s First Letter 
to the Corinthians is all about unity. Saying that, however, is rather like describing 
a cruise ship and an aircraft carrier using only the last word—‘ship.’ Well, yes, you 

might say, but what sort of ship?

Those of us at St. Augustine’s who have recently shared in a series of workshops about the 
future of the Church had the opportunity to drill down and look for a deeper meaning below 
that general description of the Letter being about unity.

We were struck by the way our close examination of the passage in 1 Corinthians 12 (where 
Paul writes about the Corinthian community as the Body of Christ) offered a more thoughtful 
vision of what unity looks like, and what it requires.

We saw that when Paul talked about the Body of Christ it was not, for him, a simile—the 
Corinthians were not like the Body of Christ, they were the Body of Christ. And, further, not 
simply the Body of Christ, but the Body of Christ crucified and risen. This holds true for us, 
too.

Paul’s metaphor of the Body of Christ was intended to convey not one but two distinct truths:

	The new community of the resurrection is to be radically inclusive and radically egalitar-
ian. Roles differ; all who fill them are of equal value in the sight of God and each other. 
This is a functional understanding. And,

	This Body was—is—Christ’s body, crucified and risen. This is a mystical vision and iden-
tity, beyond the ability of human wisdom to explain, and is a profoundly theological un-
derstanding.

In the early Church—built on this metaphor—community leaders were selected not because 
their gifts and skills might be better than others’, but because they reflected their baptismal 
experience in real life—in their living they reflected a dying and rising with Christ.

Radical diversity, radical inclusion—an organic identity of dying and rising.

In 1 Corinthians, Paul was dealing with different groups who had very particular views, and 
they wanted to impose their views on the whole community. These “parties” were:

	Socio-economic (the wealthy over the poor)

	Spiritual (“enthusiasts”—charismatics over non-charismatics)

	Monarchic (seeing Jesus as the “Royal Christ” over those who saw him as ‘one of the 
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people’)

	Ethical/sexual morality (those who 
believed freedom from the Law was 
a license to live an immoral life over 
those who believed moral standards 
were vital to the community)

	Gender (men trying to silence women)

To overcome these views, Paul offered his 
metaphor of the Body of Christ, crucified 
and risen. While his ultimate goal was 
obviously unity, the pathway to that goal 
began with the need for reconciliation. To 
achieve reconciliation, Paul needed to get 
the Corinthians out of their me-first-always 
mindset and separate them from a narrow 
understanding of the way the world—and 
thus the Christian community—should 
work. Instead, he would help them to 
embrace this new vision of a diverse, 
inclusive community, predicated on 
accepting the truth of Christ, crucified and 
risen.

God’s truth and Christ’s reconciliation—
through cross and empty tomb—were 
the foundations on which the Corinthian 
community’s identity, health, resilience, and 
continued witness were built.

And so it is with us.

Grace and peace to you,

Nigel
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When South Africa emerged from the nightmare of apartheid, the country launched a 
new struggle to deal with a history of pervasive human rights violations, while at the 
same time working to unite and rebuild the nation. It had to deal with sources of ex-

treme pain that were being denied, to bring them out into the open. In 1995 a board of inquiry 
known as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was created to illuminate all apart-
heid-related crimes with the objective of mending unbridgeable racial disparities. Victims gave 
harrowing testimony of being jailed and tortured, and families described how their loved ones were 
killed or disappeared. They looked perpetrators in the face, as those perpetrators—encouraged by 
the promise of amnesty for politically-motivated violence—confessed their crimes.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who chaired the TRC, described it as “an incubation chamber 
for national healing, reconciliation, and forgiveness,” and to many around the world it 
remains the gold standard. The policy of reconciliation embodied in the inquiry was 

Brian Reid

Archbishop Desmond Tutu  
and the Truth  
and Reconciliation Commission
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predicated on the fundamental principle that “to forgive is not just to be altruistic, [but] it 
is the best form of self-interest.” It was envisaged that “one who forgives becomes a better 
person than the one being consumed by anger and hatred.” By the same token, it was also 
argued “if you can find it in yourself to forgive, then you are no longer chained to the 
perpetrator. Nevertheless, the process of forgiveness also required acknowledgement on the 
part of the perpetrator that they have committed an offence.” The TRC heard confessions 
from more than 7,000 perpetrators and took about 20,000 statements from victims.

The people seeking amnesty were required to tell the Commission the entire and whole 
truth about their involvement. No one was exempt from being charged. Ordinary citizens, 
just like members of the police, could also be arraigned and, most notably, members of 
the African National Congress—the ANC, the ruling party at the time of the TRC’s 
hearings—could similarly be charged. A former ANC activist stated that “the most 
important part of the truth commission was not the report, it was the seeing on television 
of the tears, the laments, the stories, the acknowledgements. As one political scientist put 
it, what the truth commission did was convert knowledge into acknowledgment.”

It can be noted that out of 7,112 petitioners, 5,392 people were refused amnesty and 849 
were granted amnesty. A number of applications were withdrawn.

Several years later, Archbishop Tutu lamented that President Nelson Mandela’s successors 
had left the TRC’s business “scandalously unfinished”—“the level of reparation 
recommended by the commission was not enacted; the proposal on a once-off wealth tax as 
a mechanism to effect the transfer of resources was ignored, and those who were declined 
amnesty were not prosecuted.” Tutu believes that by failing to follow through on the 
recommendations, “the government not only compromised the commission’s contribution 
to the process, but the very process itself.” He makes this point about truth and healing—
“How we deal with the truth after its telling defines the success of the process.”



8

My wife and I had the good fortune to travel to South Africa a couple of years ago. 
One dimension of our trip was to review the progress this country had made in 
overcoming the practice of apartheid, the policy of segregation and economic and 

political discrimination against non-European groups, especially the indigenous black population. 
In many ways, we were encouraged by the changes that have been made. Laws have been altered, 
full citizenship has been granted, people have been able to move from ghettos, schools have been 
desegregated, and employment has been opened to the entire population. But there were still 
vestiges of the old ways, and discrimination existed in more subtle forms.

Apartheid is now present in other parts of the world, including Israel and Palestine. Jimmy Carter’s 
book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid, caught the attention of those who care deeply about peace 
and justice. Former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and former Israeli prime ministers Ehud 
Olmert and Ehud Barak have warned that the occupied territories are in danger of morphing into 
an apartheid situation.1 Even Palestinians who were full citizens of Israel have now been classified as 
second-class citizens, limiting their rights and opportunities. The current Israeli government is open 
about its goal of a Jewish state. It is also clear that the Trump administration has become pro-Israel, 
eliminating hundreds of millions of dollars of support for the Palestinians and closing the office 
working for Palestinian causes in Washington, D.C.

There is continuing talk of a “peace process” to deal with the conflict, although both sides, Israeli 
and Palestinian, are unable to agree on a basis for such an endeavor. Those involved continue to 
look at different forms of two major options, with a third option currently in force. The first option 
is to give full citizenship to the Palestinian people, including those in the West Bank, and have 
one democratic state. Such a position might also allow Palestinian people who have immigrated to 
other parts of the world to return. There is great reluctance on the part of the Israeli government 
to accept such an approach because it would dramatically increase the Palestinian population, 
grant them voting power, and lead to the possibility of an Arab majority. Jewish Israelis already 
feel “surrounded” by Arab states, some of which are very critical of Israel. They live with deep fear, 
rooted in the past treatment of Jews and the current hostility they sense in the Arab world.

1. Cook, Jonathan, Apartheid Israel, in The Link, Volume 51, Issue 2, April-May 2018. 

The Quest for Peace 
in Israel and Palestine
Duncan S. Ferguson
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The second major option is to form a new Palestinian state, starting with the West Bank and 
then adding Gaza and the land that was part of the original agreement in 1948 and negotiated 
settlements since that time. The Palestinian people have been somewhat open to this option, but 
know that they will not receive sufficient arable land and economic resources to take care of their 
population.

There is the current third policy, that of the conservative Israeli government, which effectively 
discriminates against the Palestinian people and forces them to emigrate. This policy, while not 
publicly acknowledged, is being implemented. Of course the Palestinian people live with great fear 
for their safety as well.

What can be done to achieve a just peace, one that both honors the Jewish need for a safe haven, 
and protects the rights of an indigenous people to live on the land of their birth and heritage? My 
sources say that they are quite discouraged and do not see a good way to achieve a just peace. We 
should also note that a key player in the quest for peace, the United States, is currently aggravating 
the situation rather than helping. In addition, Orthodox Jews remain convinced that they are truly 
home in Israel, and it is God’s will that the land be theirs. If there are signs of progress, it is that a 
sizeable portion of the younger Israeli population does favor more just policies for Palestinians.

There was an equal degree of discouragement several years ago in the apartheid state of South 
Africa. Courageous and gifted people stepped up and led the country to a new social order 
undergirded by just policies. It can happen. What might we do to help the situation in Israel and 
Palestine? Let me suggest three major directions:

Inform yourself about the situation and then find ways to support the Palestinian people. They need 
justice before the law, access to quality education, opportunities for employment, and adequate 
health care. I have worked for several years in the field of education for Palestinian children.2

Work with major organizations addressing international policy. There are several that lobby for peace 
and justice in Israel and Palestine. Many of them are engaged because their Christian faith calls 
them to work for a more just and peaceful world. Use the church in its variety of forms, although 
avoid any reversion to an ill-advised Zionism.

Support U.S. government policies and political candidates that address the quest for just peace in Israel 
and Palestine. Get involved in advocating equality for Palestinians through our government. Use 
your vote and speak with your government representatives.

“And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?” Micah 6:8

2. See, for example, Stewart Ross, The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Don Liebich, Fault Lines: The Layman’s Guide to Un-
derstanding the Ever-Changing Middle East, and for inspiration, Elias Chacour, Blood Brothers.
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Our introduction to apartheid (“apart-hood”) began when my daughter and I bought our 
entry tickets at the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg, South Africa this past June. The 
tickets randomly assigned us to different museum entrances: me to the “non-whites” door 

and my daughter to the door marked for “whites.” Along the open metal bars separating the paral-
lel entrances were enlarged identity cards that all South Africans were required to carry during the 
apartheid era.  Each card contained a photo, address, birth date, and, most important, the gov-
ernment assigned racial classification of the card’s holder.  These classifications—native, coloured, 
Asian, or white—were based on appearance and often arbitrary. They determined where the card’s 
holder could live, work, and travel, and their ability to participate in South Africa’s economic and 
political life.  Anyone (specifically anyone non-white) caught without a card or in an area their card 
did not allow them to be was subject to arrest and imprisonment.

Opened in 2001, the Apartheid Museum traces the history of 20th century South Africa and, in 
particular, the rise and fall of the apartheid system. As the pathway through the museum illustrates, 
this history is lengthy and eventful. After passing through our separate entrances, we walked up an 
outdoor ramp past rock art enclosures illustrating native tribal cultures and celebrating those who 
first called South Africa home.  We also passed life-size panels of contemporary South Africans, 
viewing each person first from the back and then from the front. Underscoring the arbitrariness 
of apartheid’s classification system, a person’s race or ethnicity wasn’t obvious—whether seen from 
the front or the rear.  Later inside the museum, individual memory boxes holding personal objects, 
photos, and writings told us each person’s assigned racial classification (often surprisingly at odds 
with their appearance), family origin, job, and life story during the apartheid era and beyond.

There is much to absorb.  The museum is divided into chronologically sequenced historical sections.  
The history revealed in each section is made experientially vivid through text, physical objects, 

South  
Africa’s 
Apartheid 
Museum

Kathryn Beaumont
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photographs, sound recordings, videos, interactive exhibits, and even the physical transitions 
between parts of the museum. One section describes Johannesburg’s gold mining history and the 
segregation of native black and Asian workers imported to work the mines. Other sections describe 
the creation of segregated homelands for black Africans, life under apartheid in the 1960s, the 
rise of black consciousness and activism, Nelson Mandela’s imprisonment, political executions 
and detention without trial, and student uprisings in the late 1970s.  Also chronicled are the 
mass resistance to the apartheid system in the 1980s, international sanctions against South Africa, 
Mandela’s release from prison, the first democratic elections in 1994, and the adoption of a new 
constitution in 1996.

Visiting the museum was an intense, wrenching, and emotional experience. The notion of 
maintaining a racially and ethnically separated society has a long history in South Africa.  Early 
19th century Dutch settlers established the foundation for a segregated society that later hardened 
into the ruthlessly cruel apartheid system in place between the late 1940s and the early 1990s. I was 
sobered by the many exhibits that brought home the daily restrictions, indignities, and injustices 
large and small that non-white South Africans endured. There was much that moved me about a 
special exhibit devoted to Nelson Mandela’s life history, including videos recording black South 
Africans’ palpable excitement at being able to vote for the first time in 1994 and the explosion of 
joy following Nelson Mandela’s election.  A separate exhibit chronicling the work of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission chaired by Archbishop Desmond Tutu included a sitting room where 
we could listen to excerpts of testimony presented by victims of the apartheid system to the TRC. 
The unspeakable abuse and pain they described was beyond comprehension; more remarkable 
was the relief, forgiveness, and hope for South Africa’s future some expressed in their testimony.  I 
was struck, too, by an exhibit that explored the parallels and interaction between the civil rights 
movement in the United States and the rise of the Black Consciousness movement in South Africa 
during the 1960s. 

The Apartheid Museum is a large, densely informative place and we emerged exhausted and 
drained, although buoyed by two features that expressed hope for South Africa’s future. Concrete 
columns near the museum’s entrance state the seven fundamental values contained in the new 
South African constitution:  democracy, equality, reconciliation, diversity, responsibility, respect, 
and freedom.  At the end of the museum as we stepped outside into the sunlight, we encountered 
concrete pillars engraved with quotes from Nelson Mandela that reflect many of these constitutional 
values.  Next to each pillar was a basket with a single color of sticks.  We were asked to select two 
quotes that resonated most with each of us, take a stick from the basket next to each quote, and 
place them in a bigger basket in the middle of the courtyard.  The multi-colored collection of sticks 
in this center basket was a growing, hopeful symbol of the integrated and democratic country South 
Africa is becoming.

The Apartheid Museum’s website contains additional information and links to exhibits. See www.
apartheidmuseum.org.

http://www.apartheidmuseum.org
http://www.apartheidmuseum.org
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Hyde Park Corner is a place in London where barkers, evangelists, and political devotees 
of all stripes stake a claim to a space and preach, teach, or proselytize while the crowds 
heckle, argue, or cheer them on. When I was 16 and heading into my last year of high 

school, my parents sent me off to Europe to see the world. Hyde Park Corner was where my chap-
eron Mr. Rosengrave, an Aussie with little tolerance for wayward children, almost sent me home. 
Anyone who knows me will not be surprised that I was in my element. Being a devout Catholic and 
an even more devout patriot, I found myself defending my faith and my country in an argument 
with a black South African who was expounding upon racism in the USA. With all the certainty 
that a 16-year-old can muster, I was arguing for the American value of equality under the law. He, 
of course, was arguing for 600 years of oppression under slavery and beyond. At 1:00 a.m., my able 
opponent, myself, and a bobby (cop) were the only ones left in the park. There was no reconciliation 
here. The argument ended abruptly when my chaperon came flying out of the hotel, vociferously 
ranting that I was not to talk with man, woman, or child as long as we were in Europe. This was 
1957; apartheid in South Africa did not end until April 27, 1994. It was only then that I began to 
understand the meaning of reconciliation.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa was set up by the Promotion of National 
Unity and Reconciliation Act. (According to the Cambridge and Oxford dictionaries, there are two 
parts to the definition of reconciliation. The first is the revival of a friendship that has been broken 
after the parties have argued seriously and kept apart from each other. The second is “making one 
view or belief compatible with another.”) The Commission was to create three remedies for the 
injustices of apartheid and to deal successfully with human rights violations after political change. 

Reconciliation: From Enemy to Friend
Eileen Jackson
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The Commission heard testimony concerning human rights violations on all sides, worked for 
reparation and rehabilitation of victims, and in some cases granted amnesty for those perpetrators 
who applied. This method of restorative justice was seen as an alternative to the retributive justice 
applied in the Nuremberg trials of the Nazi leadership following the Second World War.

Our country seems to have retribution as one of its core values. We can see this in the responses 
of the families of victims of violence. They often seek retributive justice, believing justice has been 
served only when the maximum penalty has been applied. Retribution requires that we see the 
perpetrator as ‘other,’ not one of us. For instance, films of all types—westerns, war stories, and 
even family stories—often end with the killer “getting what he deserved.” Movies such as To Kill a 
Mockingbird, The Green Mile, and Cool Hand Luke are notable simply because they expose the lie 
that underlies the belief that retribution is justified.

In other cases, family members of crime victims are able to express sorrow for the loss felt by the 
families of perpetrators, and see the possibility of healing and rehabilitation. “Remember that the 
people that you meet along the way in your journey are dealing with their own hopes and fears. 
Everyone you meet loves something, has lost something, or fears something.”1 How do we get from 
the place of wanting revenge to seeking restorative justice?

Following a panel on gun violence, I found myself arguing with the mother of one of the young 
men on the panel. We began by reciting our positions and trying to convince each other of our 
correctness. We each had beliefs and opinions about the group that the other represented. We were 
not hearing each other. In order for me to reconcile with my neighbor who thinks that carrying a 
semi-automatic firearm is her God-given right under the Constitution, in order to cut through the 
impasse, I had to be curious about her loves, her hopes, and most particularly, her fears. In other 
words, I had to see her not as an enemy threatening to block any efforts for gun control, but as 
another human in the family of God. At the end of her rant about why we all needed guns, I was 
moved to ask, “What happened to you?” She told me; and I could feel her fear. More important, 
I could feel compassion for her and realized that if I had been through what she’d been through, I 
might feel the same way. In the end, Nila and I became friends, planned to go out for coffee, even 
found some areas of agreement. She agrees that all people need health care, Medicare, and Social 
Security. She believes in a woman’s right to make her own life choices. That is a beginning.

We are the hands of Jesus blessing those around us with love, compassion, and forgiveness. He 
preached to the poor and downtrodden not from the perspective of one who stands above them, 
as one who sees himself as better than them; he preached as their brother, as one of them. When 
we are asked to love our neighbor, we often feel the joy in the gift of love Jesus gave us. Yet that is 
not the end of the story. Jesus also left us a clear example of how we should treat our enemies, our 
oppressors, our political opponents—from the cross he forgave them. Can you find any passage in 
which Jesus tells the oppressed to punish the oppressor, the sinner, or one who has harmed them?

For us Christians, the ministry of the baptized means we are not only to follow Jesus’ example, 
but that we are part of the mystical Body of Christ. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, 
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‘mystical’ means “having a spiritual, symbolic, or allegorical significance that transcends human 
understanding.” Our relationship to each other in the risen Christ is wondrous, and deeply 
meaningful. Jesus tells us that through our baptismal covenant we are to meet each other as brothers 
and sisters, treating each other with kindness and compassion, even when we are at odds with 
them. Is this the cross Jesus asked us to take up—to love and forgive those who have harmed and 
oppressed us?

I invite you to look at your hopes and fears, at who or what have you loved and lost, or fear losing. 
These are potential triggers that block our openings to others. I invite you to picture a friend or 
someone with whom you might disagree. Imagine yourself being curious about what in their life 
has caused them to hold so tightly to their beliefs. Imagine yourself listening for an opening, for a 
place to learn more about them. You’ll know what to say in the moment; the Spirit will guide you 
if you are open to hearing. And just maybe you too will make a new friend. And that is the point 
from which you just might be able to let him or her know why you believe so strongly that love is 
the way.

1. Narro, Victor. Living Peace: Connecting Your Spirituality with Your Work for Justice. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, North 
Charleston, South Carolina. 2014.

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy
Brian Reid

The first novel by essayist and activist for human and environmental causes Arundhati Roy 
poignantly spins the story of fraternal twins who lives are shattered by childhood events. Roy 

explores themes of history and politics in India, class relations, misogyny, betrayal, and social dis-
crimination in what the Toronto Star called “a lush, magical novel,” and that the New York Times 
reviewed as “extraordinary, . . . at once so morally strenuous and so imaginatively supple.”

Roy intertwines the past and present in her narrative, shifting back and forth from 1969 to 2003. 
Throughout her novel, Roy lays bare the effects of the “Love Laws”—determining “who should be 

loved, and how . . . . And how much”—which touch so many 
characters in so many ways with such catastrophic consequences.

Roy’s book won the Man Booker Prize for fiction in 1997. In 
contrast, in her home state Kerala, Roy had to answer charges of 
obscenity—not so much for the explicitness of the descriptions of 
love, but rather for the audacity of the love her characters shared.

A Great Read/ Book Review

Reconciliation continued
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Of all the Celtic saints we pilgrims have encountered during our illuminating journeys 
throughout Ireland and Great Britain, the foremost spiritual giant we met was Saint 
Columba of Iona (Collum Cille—Irish for “dove of the church”). He was a 6th century 

Irish monk, abbot, scholar, and missionary who spread the gospel of Jesus Christ in Ireland, Scot-
land, England, and throughout Western Europe.

Columba was born on 7 December 521 and grew up in what is now County Donegal. He was a 
descendant of one of the most powerful dynasties of Ireland, the Uí Néill clan. He studied under 
the famous monastic teachers of that era, St. Finnian of Movilla and St. Finnian of Clonard. 
Columba was ordained a deacon at Movilla Abbey and later a priest when he was about 30 years 
old.

While in Ireland, Columba established several churches and probably at least 20 monasteries, 
including Derry on the banks of Lough Foyle, Darrow in County Offaly, and perhaps the Abbey of 
Kells in County Meath.

How Columba came to the Isle of Iona is the stuff of legend. He was accused of copying and 
retaining a book of the Psalms from his old teacher, St. Finnian of Movilla, without the abbot’s 
permission. The High King Diarmuid took up the dispute and ruled against Columba. A battle 
ensued as a result of the ruling, and Columba was blamed for the deaths of hundreds of men killed 
in the skirmish. For penance, Columba, along with twelve companions, chose exile. In 563, they 
sailed from Ireland in a small boat without oars and landed on Iona on the day of Pentecost. From 
that fateful day, Columba began creating one of the greatest centers of faith and evangelism in 

Walking with the Celtic Saints

St. Columba
of Iona
Ted Brookes
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Christian history.

Columba lived on Iona for 36 years and died on 9 June 598, after (according to his cousin St. 
Adamnán’s Life of Saint Columba) copying Psalm 34:10—”those who seek the Lord lack no good 
thing.” He was buried on Iona, his relics later divided, with some placed in the same coffin with 
St. Patrick and St. Bridget at Downpatrick, Ireland. Columba is one of the three patron saints of 
Ireland. He is also one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland, saints who studied under St. Finnian at 
Clonard.

The abbey at Iona can rightly be called the cradle of Western European Christianity. This scholarly 
yet deeply spiritual place sent out hundreds of monk evangelists, such as St. Aidan of Lindisfarne, 
who shared the gospel and founded monasteries all over the British Isles and Western Europe.

St.Columba continued
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Care for creation is highly valued at St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods. Since 2009, parishioners 
have been living into this value as a Greening Congregation of Earth Ministry, serving as 
good stewards of creation and active advocates for environmental justice.

Earth Ministry is a statewide non-profit organization with a mission to transform faith into action 
for the well-being of communities and the environment. We organize people of faith to advocate 
for strong environmental policies and provide strategic guidance to religious communities working 

Caring for Creation  
with Earth Ministry

 Jessica Zimmerle
Program and Outreach Director of Earth Ministry
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toward environmental justice.

Meeting people where they are, Earth Ministry helps facilitate creation care on three levels. First 
is individual faith formation—understanding that our faith calls us to care for the Earth. We help 
people articulate why they are compelled to care for creation. We care because God called it good 
and entrusted it to our care, because we want to leave a clean legacy for our grandkids, and because 
the most vulnerable feel the impacts of a changing climate first.

Once people learn to articulate why creation care is a moral imperative, the next question becomes 
“what do we do about it?” Earth Ministry’s Greening Congregations program, which St. Augus-
tine’s has completed, provides a framework for religious communities to decide how to care for 
creation through worship, education, building and grounds, community outreach, and advocacy.

Last, along with doing our own work at church and at home, we turn to advocacy that encourages 
elected officials to represent our values of stewardship, responsibility, and justice. Earth Ministry 
tracks the most strategic environmental campaigns in Washington State and creates opportunities 
for people of faith to make their voices heard on issues that affect our common home.

Over the past few years, St. Augustine’s has had a fruitful partnership with Earth Ministry. Mem-
bers of the Greening Committee have made multiple trips to Olympia to support legislation that 
protects families from toxic chemicals and prevents oil spills in Puget Sound. Three of the bills we 
have advocated for have passed!

St. Augustine’s also works with other local faith communities as part of the South Whidbey Green-
ing Congregations Collaborative (GCC), a partnership of nine churches. The GCC hosts educa-
tional events for the broader religious community and helps organize activities for Earth and Ocean 
Month every April. Currently, the GCC is working with Earth Ministry to get out the vote in favor 
of Initiative 1631 for clean air and clean energy.

Check out www.earthministry.org to learn more and contact the St. Augustine’s Greening Commit-
tee to get involved in the parish’s greening efforts.

Earth Ministry continued

http://www.earthministry.org


The Beauty of God’s Creation: Our Legacy
Plummer Peak, near Mt. Rainier by Bonnie Liberty
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Editor’s note: Diana Klein submitted the following  poem. She included no author, date, nor circum-
stance. But she did say that it was dear to her, and that’s what is important. Like our October rain show-
ers that are falling on the parched summer earth, most of us can’t identify the weather patterns that cause 
them to happen, but we sure understand the smell and feeling of freshness they provide.

The words are from the lyrics to a song called “When You Walk through Woods,” by Leighton G. Harris.

Albert
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Civility First (an organization founded on Whidbey Island), in partnership with Sno-Isle 
Libraries and the municipalities of Whidbey Island, declare October 2018 to be Civility 
Month.

The activities planned to promote civility include an art/photo contest, workshops, classes, and 
other special events.

“Capturing a Moment of Civility in Our Community,” the art/photo contest, will be hosted by the 
Coupeville Library. Entries will be displayed through the month of October. The awards reception 
will be October 27 at 2PM with monetary prizes presented by Molly Hughes, mayor of Coupeville.

Workshops on civility will be held at the following libraries:

Coupeville, Saturday Sept. 29, 4-5:30PM

Oak Harbor, Monday Oct. 1, 6-7:30PM

Camano Island, Tuesday Oct. 2, 6-7:30PM

Freeland, Thursday Oct. 4, 1-2:30PM

A celebration of civility for the Clinton/Langley area will be held at South Whidbey Assembly of 
God, 5373 Maxwelton Rd. from noon to 3PM on Saturday Oct. 6. Come prepared to sing!

A course entitled “Practicing Civility” is also scheduled for the month of October, both in Langley 
and Oak Harbor. Registration is through Skagit Valley College with a modest fee of $50. The course 
instructor, Paul Courteau, PhD, has developed a unique negotiation style. He has “seen the power 
of healthy and respectful interpersonal process open up previously unknown riches of possibility, 
friendship, and harmony.”

Come and join us at an event. Learn more about the tools for listening to and communicating with 
people who disagree with you. See civilityfirst.org for more information.

X
Civility Month, October 2018
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In‑House @ St.Augie’s

October 2018

Dear St. Augustine’s Parishioners and Friends,

As another year has passed, we want to give thanks for all we have accomplished during 
2018.  It is also time for us to think about our steadfast commitment to stewardship in 
support of St. Augustine’s and of the various ministries we have chosen to support.  We have 
remained financially healthy through your generosity this past year.  Our hope is that you 
will continue to recognize the benefit of your contributions to what we are achieving within 
our congregation, to the help we are providing in our local community, and to the special 
needs that arise around us, in our country, and in the world.

This year’s stewardship theme, “Transforming Generosity” has us looking at how generosity 
can transform us, our church, and our community.  When we become financially generous, we 
can empower the ministry of St. Augustine’s and transform the wider community.  It also 
allows us to see how we can transform what generosity looks like. We can define generosity as 
the way we live our lives and the way our church works in the community.  We are called 
upon to be generous with our time, talents, and financial resources in order to support our 
church and its ministries.

A church is often defined by what its people do, and we are blessed with some very good 
people.  Our clergy, lay ministers, and staff are the most evident representatives of St. 
Augustine’s as they bring us God’s Word through worship, study, and activities.  We receive 
inspiration, encouragement, consolation, comfort, and gratitude through their work.

Likewise, our little church provides an intimate gathering place for us to hear God’s Word 
and to sing His praises, to pray for our community (the world as well as families and 
individuals in our congregation), to remember and honor those who have passed on, and to 

 
October 2018 
 
Dear St. Augustine's Parishioners and Friends 
As another year has passed, we want to give thanks for all we have accomplished during 2018.  
It is also time for us to think about our steadfast commitment to stewardship in support of St. 
Augustine’s and of the various ministries we have chosen to support.  We have remained 
financially healthy through your generosity this past year.  Our hope is that you will continue to 
recognize the benefit of your contributions to what we are achieving within our congregation, to 
the help we are providing in our local community, and to the special needs that arise around us, 
in our country and in the world. 
 
This year’s stewardship theme, “Transforming Generosity” has us looking at how generosity can 
transform us, our church and our community.   When we become financially generous, we can 
empower the ministry of St. Augustine's and transform the wider community.  It also allows us 
to see how we can transform what generosity looks like. We can define generosity as the way we live 
our lives and the way our church works in the community.  We are called upon to be generous 
with our time, talents and financial resources in order to support our church and its ministries.  
 
A church is often defined by what its people do, and we are blessed with some very good people.  
Our clergy, lay ministers, and staff are the most evident representatives of St. Augustine’s as they 
bring us God’s Word through worship, study and activities.  We receive inspiration, 
encouragement, consolation, comfort and gratitude through their work.  
 
Likewise, our little church provides an intimate gathering place for us to hear God’s Word and to 
sing His praises; to pray for our local community, the world as well as families and individuals 
in our congregation; to remember and honor those who have passed on, and to welcome those 
new to the world or to our Episcopal tradition of worship.   Maintaining and caring for our church 
home keeps it a welcoming and comfortable place for our parishioners, friends and visitors. 
 
As you complete your pledge card, please take a few minutes and prayerfully consider the follow 
two questions: 1) What does St. Augustine’s mean to you? and 2) What does stewardship means 
to you?    
 
I hope you’ll join me as we work together to transform generosity in our church, our community 
and our lives. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Dann Jergenson 
Stewardship chair 
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welcome those new to the world or to our Episcopal tradition of worship.  Maintaining and 
caring for our church home keeps it a welcoming and comfortable place for our parishioners, 
friends, and visitors.

As you complete your pledge card, please take a few minutes and prayerfully consider 
the following questions: 1) What does St. Augustine’s mean to you? and 2) What does 
stewardship mean to you?   

I hope you’ll join me as we work together to transform generosity in our church, our 
community, and our lives.

Faithfully,

Dann Jergenson

Stewardship Chair
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Personnel

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

STAFF
The Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton 
Rector
Molly Felder-Grimm 
Parish Administrator 
David Locke  
Parish Musician
Rob Anderson
Bookkeeper
Open 
Childcare
Trisha Mathenia 
Custodian

Frank Shirbroun 
Senior Warden 
Elaine Ludtke 
Junior Warden
Nancy Ruff 
Treasurer

CONVENTION

VESTRY

TABULATORS

EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

LECTORS

WORSHIP LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

SOPHIA SINGERS

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

GREETERS

USHERS

ANIMAL MINISTRY

ARTS & AESTHETICS

GARDENS

COLUMBARIUM

ENDOWMENT FUND

EPISCOPAL PEACE FELLOWSHIP

GREENING

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

INTEGRITY

MISSION SUNDAY OFFERING 

QUIET TIME

SCHOLARSHIP

ADULT FORUMS

STEWARDSHIP

Dick Hall, M.K Sandford, Bob Dial, Marilyn Hill, 
Frank Shirbroun, Elaine Ludtke, Celia Metz,  
Meade Brown, Barry Haworth, Susan Sandri Clerk

Gail Corell, Dick Hall, Arnelle Hall, Dann Jergenson 
Delegates 
Brian Reid, Maureen Masterson 
Alternate Delegates

Br. Richard Tussey Lead Tabulator

Nancy Ruff Coordinator, Eileen Jackson Scheduling

Albert Rose, Margaret Schultz, Diane Lantz 

Frank Shirbroun Contact

Melisa Doss, Carole Hansen Coordinators

Melisa Doss Mentor

Open Director

Margaret Schultz, Brian Reid Contacts

Susan Sandri Chair

Art Taylor 8:00, Scheduling

Diana Klein Contact

Beverly Babson Coordinator

Stephen Schwarzmann Chair

Dick Hall Contact

Ted Brookes Chair, Celia Metz Secretary

Pat Brookes 8:00, Open 10:30 Coordinators

Mic Kissinger Convener

Brian Reid Chair

Dann Jergenson

Chris Lubinski Convener

Joan Johnson Chair

Brian Reid Contact and Scheduling

Margaret Schultz 8:00, Eileen Jackson 10:30 Scheduling

Ted Brookes David Locke Parish Musician
CHOIR

Personnel
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

B I R T H D A Y S EVENTS A N N I V E R S A R I E S

October Calendar

  1. Chris & Jerry Lubinski, 
 Fireside Spirituality 10A, Evensong 5:30P 
  2. Quiet Time for Meditation 7P 
  3. Maggie & Mike Seymour,  
 Narcotics Anonymous 7P 
  4. Bonnie & Gaither Kodis 
  6. Early Music Concert - Bachtoberfest 7:30P 
  7. Blessing of the Animals 2P 
  8. Fireside Spirituality 10A, Evensong 5:30P 
  9. Julie Spangler & Bob Bowling, Quiet Time for    
Meditation 7P 
10. Narcotics Anonymous 7P 
11. Emory Anderson, Vestry Meeting 4:30P  
12. Grant Anderson 
13. Carolyn Castleberry, Jincey Jergenson,  
Kate & Rob Scott 

14. Combined Service - Celtic Worship 9:30A 
15. Lynne & Jim Scapple,  
Fireside Spirituality 10A, Evensong 5:30P 
16. Quiet Time for Meditation 7P 
17. Narcotics Anonymous 7P 
22. Fireside Spirituality 10A, Evensong 5:30P 
23. Quiet Time for Meditation 7P 
24. Narcotics Anonymous 7P 
28. Sara Ann Lockwood  
29. Julie Spangler, Fireside Spirituality 10A, 
Evensong 5:30P 
30. Diane Wallock, Quiet Time for Meditation7P 
31. Narcotics Anonymous 7P

Sunday
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I (followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult Forums)

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II (with music, church school & child care, followed by coffee/fellowship)

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with incense)

Tuesday
7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation

Wednesday
10:00 am  Eucharist and Holy Unction (prayers for healing)



26

Adult Forums: October
Ted Brookes Presents

Many of you who have read the adult forum schedules in the past know well that 
October is my favorite month of the year. Even though it is the harbinger of 
winter and the gloomy, rainy days that follow, October (for me at least) is the 

last f ling at reasonably good weather, sunshine, mild winds, and lots of family fun. We are 
particularly blessed when some of our October days are taken up with fair weather. So let’s 
all enjoy this glorious fall month while it lasts. Meanwhile, we will have an interesting and 
thought-provoking set of adult forums this month. On the first Sunday, Dick Hall will in-
troduce a DVD series on Sabbath Economics, which discusses the Biblical imperative for 
economic and social justice. He will follow up that presentation with a lecture on Socially 
Responsible Investing on the third Sunday. On 14 October, there will be a Combined Ser-
vice and luncheon and no adult forum. The final Sunday will be a return to our long-run-
ning series on “Jesus and His Jewish Inf luences.” This episode will feature an in-depth look 
at the reign of Herod the Great.

Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters are provided below:

7 October - Sabbath Economics Introduction. This is the first episode of a six-part DVD 
series that discusses a Biblical, faith-based approach to investing and wealth-sharing that is 
vastly different from the current “maximizing profits” model. This series was developed by 
Ched Myers, a Presbyterian theologian, and Andrew Loving, a financial advisor. Sabbath 
Economics has its roots in the supplying of manna to the Israelites in the desert. In this 
series we will see how our Judeo-Christian heritage of economic and social justice is inter-
twined with the teachings of the Hebrew prophets, Jewish law as set forth in the Torah, Je-
sus’s ministry to the marginalized in society, and Paul’s exhortation to the rich to share with 
the poor and downtrodden. Dick Hall presents.

14 October - Combined Service. There will be no adult forum on this Sunday. 

21 October - Socially Responsible Investing. St. Augustine’s has recently applied a Bib-
lical, faith-based investing model to its parish endowment fund. Learn about this invest-
ment model, and how it differs from its secular “maximizing profits” alternative. Under the 
latter, the shareholder is king and fiduciary responsibility is purely to his or her benefit. In 
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the former, which has its foundations in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, there is 
a consistent theme of economic equilibrium throughout society. This is known as Sabbath 
Economics. Its secular counterpart is called Environment, Social, and Governance (ESG) 
economics. The theory behind both is that in society there are many stakeholders, not just 
shareholders. They include the earth itself, employees, suppliers, customers, communities, 
and justice/government entities. Dick Hall presents.

28 October - The Reign of Herod the Great. By the middle of the 2nd century BC, the 
Romans had expanded their control into the eastern Mediterranean. In 63 BC, the Romans 
took over the area around Israel and suppressed the Hasmonean kingdom. In 40 BC, the 
Parthians (successors to the ancient Persians) re-established the Hasmonean kingdom, in-
stalling Mattathias Antigonus as the king of Judea. At the same time, Judea was under the 
administration of Hyrcanus II, the high priest who was assisted by Herod. These men were 
governing Judea on behalf of the Romans. In this lecture, we will review the reign of Herod 
the Great, and conclude by discussing the Massacre of the Innocents, an atrocity for which 
Herod is remembered above all others. Ted Brookes presents.
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 Approved at Vestry Meeting, September 13, 2018

Buildings & Grounds:  A crack in the stained glass of one of the doors from the Narthex to the 
Nave will be repaired by artist Mark Gulsrud, who is also designing the baptismal font.  Two 
windows in the Undercroft have been replaced.  Electrical work is scheduled to begin soon.

Georgia Gerber Rabbit Sculpture:  The Vestry approved an in-house silent auction of the bronze 
sculpture donated by Richard Proctor and Ron Childers. The auction will continue through the 
Holiday Market on November 10.  The minimum bid is $3,000.

Endowment Committee:  The Endowment Committee revised Plan of Operation has been 
reviewed by the Parish Chancellor and is being reviewed by the Vestry.  A vote is expected at the 
September meeting. 

Monthly Financial Review:  Treasurer Nancy Ruff reviewed the 7/31/18 budget report and noted 
that when the final payment from the insurance company for Undercroft repairs is received, it 
will be applied to expenses charged to Building & Grounds.  Some expenses were unpaid and the 
Vestry will need to decide how to allocate the unpaid expenses.  The current budget deficit is about 
$26,000; overall spending is on track while donations are a little ahead.  The 2017 Audit Report is 
expected soon.  Approximately $7,000 of the $43,933 withdrawal from the Endowment Fund in 
December for use in 2018 remains.  Items funded included Mission Sunday Offering matching, 
scholarships, Arts & Aesthetics banners, electrical work, the new fire system, Undercroft windows, 
and a donation to St. Mark’s Cathedral for their renovations.  Expenditures from the Marion 
Kornfeld bequest include a defibrillator for the Undercroft, Nave carpeting, and an ad in the 
Whidbey Island Center for the Arts program.

Stewardship Drive:  Stewardship Chair Dann Jergenson reported on the 2018 Stewardship 
activities including the kick-off, materials which will be used, and the All-Parish Dinner.

Vote Faithfully Tool Kit:  The Vestry was favorable toward making the Episcopal Public Policy 
Network’s Tool Kit available in preparation for the November elections.

“Let Justice Roll Down”:  The Vestry approved a donation of $200 from the Kornfeld bequest to 
support “Let Justice Roll Down,” a multi-media event on September 30 at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Freeland.  The Episcopal Peace Fellowship pledged $100.

Washington State Initiative 1631:  The Vestry endorsed Initiative 1631, which would impose fees 
on industries and utilities that have not switched to clean energy and invest in building new clean 
energy infrastructure across the state.

Upcoming Events: The parish picnic will be held on August 12.  In conjunction with his doctoral 
program, Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton will conduct four two-hour workshops for parishioners on 
August 18 and 25 and September 8 and 15.

More detailed minutes are posted in the hallway off the Narthex after Vestry approval.

The next meeting of the Vestry is Thursday, October 11, 2018 in the Parish Hall.

Meetings of the Vestry are open to all parishioners.

Vestry Recap August 2018
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M S O
Mission Sunday Offering October 2018

This month’s offering is in support of South Whidbey Hearts and Hammers organization 
and Central Whidbey Hearts and Hammers.  St. Augustine’s members sit on both Boards 
and many of us volunteer for the work day; some of our members have also received 

assistance.  Both organizations (which are separate groups) bring together hundreds of volunteers on 
the first Saturday of May for one highly concentrated day to help repair and rehabilitate homes of 
those who are physically or financially unable to do the work alone.  This yearly effort has allowed 
hundreds of people to continue residing in their own homes.  Last year the South Whidbey group, 
which also celebrated its 25th year, had 50 homes repaired by over 400 volunteers. At Central 
Whidbey, they repaired 30 homes with a little over 130 volunteers.  In addition, truckloads of 
firewood were cut, split, and delivered to those in need of winter fuel.  Typical volunteer efforts 
include: Installation of wheelchair ramps, railings and grab bars, carpentry, electrical and plumbing 
repairs, weatherization, firewood, yard cleanup, and trash removal.  All labor and materials are 
provided free to the homeowner.  Hearts and Hammers funds the cost of all supplies, with most 
local businesses providing some discount if possible.  For our offering, two thirds of all donations 
will be given to South Whidbey Hearts and Hammers, and one third will be directed to Coupeville 
Hearts and Hammers.

If you know someone who could benefit from the assistance of either group, they are accepting 
homeowner applications (or nominations) for the 2019 workday.

For questions, nominations, or to volunteer, contact: 
South Whidbey Hearts and Hammers 
P.O. Box 694 
Langley, WA 98260  
email: reply@heartsandhammers.com,  
Phone: 360 221-6063

Coupeville Hearts and Hammers 
107 S. Main St., Suite C102 
Coupeville, WA 98239  
email: cwheartsandhammers@gmail.com, Phone: 360 240-2964

mailto:reply@heartsandhammers.com
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Getting to Know 

Elbert & Linda 
Lim–Du

Alice O’Grady

It was a pleasant afternoon when I sat down with Elbert and Linda Lim-Du in the warm sun of 
Langley. Linda remarked about our good fortune after a stormy Saturday. Sunday morning had 
begun a bit uncertain, but nice weather prevailed for the annual church picnic.

I found out that Elbert Lim-Du had enjoyed his work as Director of Operations for Parana/Epson 
Corp.; he’s been retired since 2001. We had a bit of a laugh about his hard work developing carbon and 
carbonless paper products that are no longer used. Still, he was a researcher who developed significant 
products which ultimately led to current technologies. Elbert chuckled as he recalled his old teacher 
telling him not to lose his slide rule, so he still has it.

Elbert and Linda are world travelers who seem to be comfortable talking about the exotic places they 
have been. After growing up in the Philippines (Elbert even saw General MacArthur once when 
MacArthur made a return trip to the Philippines in the late 1950s), they found themselves living in 
several different places in the U.S. They spent several years in El Paso, Texas and were accustomed to 
hopping across the border to Juarez, Mexico for some excellent and cheap Mexican food. Linda worked 
for a tech company translating between Mexican Spanish, English, and Chinese. She also published 
a book, Poems from Emotions, and had some of her poems selected for anthologies. Linda was once 
a member of both the International Society of Poets and Whidbey Island Writers Association. She is 
grateful for the gift of writing which she believes came from God.

Nowadays Elbert and Linda live a quiet Whidbey life, but still travel to the Philippines to escape the 
dreary winters here in the Northwest. While they are gone, Molly sends much-appreciated emails 
keeping them informed about the activities of the parish. Linda still has many family members living in 
Manila while some of Elbert’s siblings live in nearby communities in the Seattle area. Linda appreciates 
the quiet and the beauty of nature here on Whidbey. Elbert enjoys experimenting in the kitchen. His 
cooking attempts take him back to the old days of his chemistry studies.

Linda met a few St. Augustine’s members—Arnelle, Pandora, and Gail—at the old Curves at Bayview, 
and she and Elbert decided to try out St. Augustine’s. (Linda grew up Catholic in the Philippines and 
Elbert attended an Episcopalian school there.) They found that they liked the friendliness of the St. 
Augustine’s community and the good food that appears at every opportunity. As we talked, we finished 
up our picnic fare at the annual event at Diane and Grethe’s beautiful home.
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God put me on earth to accomplish 
a certain number of things. 

Right now I’m so far behind  
I will never die.

Submitted by Diana Klein. Author unknown



There is hope.

I cannot find a source for this photo. It could very well 
be a fabrication and not a real event, but even so the 
sentiment is good. Editor
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