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From your Editor

O

ur lives are as linear as the streets in front of our homes and even if they do wind about,
they still take us from our beginnings to our destinations. Since every last one of us has a
different beginning and a different destination, six billion people make for a lot of pathways. And they do an awful lot of intersecting.
The intersections are inevitable as we come in contact with each other. Parents intersect with their
children. Children intersect with their friends, and workers intersect with their employers and other
workers. Consumers intersect with their suppliers. Governments intersect with their people. God
intersects with His creation and Creation intersects with its Creator.
All of this intersecting can make for quite a traffic jam (think I-5 on a Friday afternoon). It behooves
us to respect each other’s pathway. We seldom really know what is coming down someone else’s
turnpike.
When we focus exclusively on what’s in front of us we lose track of our neighbors. I don’t know how
many times I have attempted to move to my left and found someone else occupying what to me was
a blind spot. At 60 mph some hasty decisions were very definitely needed. I guess that good and
healthy decisions were made, as my destination is still before me.
When we disregard the sovereignty of our fellow travelers in favor of our own, the result is always
destruction. One cannot live over and against their companions without one being diminished. One
of the basic laws of physical dynamics is that two objects cannot occupy the same space at the same
time. Witness the turbulence in our national and world politics. The dynamic is obstruction and
domination, not construction and accommodation. If we are to stay on the upside of the abyss, we
must love our neighbors as ourselves, and greet our fellow travelers with peace as we meet at these
intersections in our lives.
Peace to you all,
Albert
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MAIL

The Light welcomes all forms of correspondence. Each
submission will be edited for length and appropriateness,
as well as grammar and spelling. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily those of St. Augustine’s Church, The Light, or their respective staffs.

Sorry, our mailbox is empty this month. Send us mail.

A

couple of adjustments to this month’s issue that you might want to take note of. First of
all we have moved Nigel’s monthly column closer to the front to give it a little more prominence. Secondly, as a bridge for the In House @ St. Augie’s section, we have introduced
Jim O’Grady’s Churchapedia (page 18). Jim will be exploring each month what and why we do the
things that we do in church. Your curiosity piqued? Send Jim a note and let him know what has had
you wondering for half your life.
And finally, please be encouraged to share with us the events in your life that make you chuckle,
for The Light, Lite. And when you have events or items to market, send them on, we will run our
Classifieds page. The Light is a great way to get the word out.
Thanks for reading.
Albert
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Duncan Ferguson is a writer,
teacher and consultant living
in Freeland. In addition to his
teaching and administrative
work, he has been engaged in
international peace initiatives
around the world. He is a
member of Langley Methodist
Church.
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Notes from Nigel

H

uman nature being what it is, it’s relatively easy for each of us to journey through life
making assumptions that turn out to be faulty! Our own perspectives are always going to
be unique, but it’s all too easy to layer our views about the nature of life onto others. This
is what makes language both so important and so potentially confusing. What I as an individual
mean by a particular word may be – and often is – quite different than the meaning attached to
that word by others. For instance, soon after I arrived in this country I described feeling “peckish”
to a friend. He wondered if that meant I was feeling crabby. Actually it’s a word used in England to
describe feeling the need for a little snack but not a full meal!
The same is certainly true with the word “spirituality” – what it means is much more in the eye of the
beholder, so to speak, than based in a sharply refined, shared definition. This word can mean “spiritual
practices,” or “religious orientation”; it can refer to a particular way of living one’s life – an overall orientation
– or it can refer only to one compartment of a whole human being that is walled off from the rest of one’s
personal identity. A person’s spirituality can be a sensitivity or attachment to religious values, but it can also
be completely agnostic or atheistic.
The truth is that “spirituality” can refer to almost any kind of meaningful activity, personal growth, or blissful experience.
When any of us talks about spirituality, we might be thinking in very narrow and uni-dimensional terms,
such as a personal belief in God. Or we might be thinking in much broader concepts such as a quest for an
ultimate, sacred meaning, transcending the ‘everyday-ness’ of life. Or we might be thinking in terms of creation – of our world – and mean, in talking about spirituality, that we seek a sense of awe and wonderment
and reverence which we have found can come to us through a connection with the universe.
This is, of course, exactly why the CAT survey’s suggestion that most of us wanted to focus more on “spiritual vitality” was rather unhelpful! There was no attempt at defining what the CAT folk – or any of us, for
that matter – actually meant or understood by the phrase “spiritual vitality”!
The most helpful description I’ve found as a Christian is this: that spirituality is all about the re-formation of
the personality – actually of the whole person – into one that reflects the identity of God and other Christians. Our spirituality (by this definition, anyway) is about the whole person, and the orienting of our whole
person toward God and the world in ways that are reflective of our common Christian pilgrimage.
But that’s just my understanding! You might have a different one. The challenge for us all is to be intentional in seeking to enter into an understanding of spirituality that is rich and life-enhancing for us as individuals and as people of faith.
Grace and peace to you.
Nigel
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Is There Room In the
Dance for Us All?
The Quest for Inter-Religious
Understanding and Collaboration
Among the Abrahamic Faiths
Duncan S. Ferguson

There is a larger goal of finding unity in the diversity between all of the great
religious traditions of the human family. There is room for us all in the dance.
And a good place to start in this quest is to reach out in the spirit of honest
inquiry and collaboration to those with which there is a natural bond. The
Abrahamic religions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are “peoples of the
Book” as the Qur’an teaches and share a great many beliefs and practices. For
starters, then, let’s explore how these three great religions might find common
ground and dance together.

T

he first arena in which there is common ground is in facing and responding to the rapidly
changing and challenging global context. Each of these religions is facing these realities and
developing strategies, some to merely survive and others to flourish. For example, all must
deal with the implications of living in a global context and being inter-connected by the digital age,
travel, communication, and economic shifts. Each must face the implications of a new postmodern
consciousness, global warming, the all too easy resort to violence as a means of solving conflict, and
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expanding and shifting populations. It is an incredibly complex world, and these complexities are
manifest regionally and locally in synagogues, mosques, and churches. We all dance to this tune.
As a general rule, religions do not easily and quickly change, and when they are faced with new
circumstances, there are usually divisions within the religious communities. There are some risks in
generalizations, but it is possible to observe within the three Abrahamic faiths conservative, moderate, and more progressive groupings. The conservatives in their best expression want to preserve
(conserve) the finest beliefs and practices of their religion. The moderates also want to continue
those foundational beliefs and practices, but are willing to accommodate to the global and cultural
shifts. The progressives are willing to reframe beliefs and practices and attempt to guide followers
to a new understanding. It is not uncommon for these tendencies to become sources for internal
conflict, and it is evident in the divisions in all three religions: in Orthodox and Reformed Judaism, conservative and liberal Christian movements, and the deep divisions between Sunni and Shia
within Islam.
As shifts and adaptations are made, they can often be extremely positive for the religious communities, bringing guidance, comfort, and nurture to the faithful adherents. Unfortunately, they can
also have a negative impact on the religious communities. Let’s look briefly at those directions that
are life-giving to individuals, assemblies of believers, and the religion as a whole:
1. They empower individual and groups in ways that lead to love, compassion, understanding, and
acceptance of others.
2. They guide individuals and groups to be socially responsible and concerned about creating a
more just and humane world.
3. They encourage individuals and groups to be open to new ideas and challenges.
4. They flourish and integrate the beliefs and practices that cultivate lives of coherence, conviction,
serenity, and integrity.
5. They sustain the individual and the group in times of difficulty and challenge.
But it is also the case that individuals and groups will become life-denying in the directions they
take:
1. They may become sectarian and closed to other religious views, cultic in their practice, and judgmental and exclusive.
2. They may become so ideological in outlook that their fears and suspicions lead to intolerance
toward others. They become xenophobic in spirit.
3. They may begin to confine and control individual believers and ask for blind obedience.
4. They may resort to excessive zealotry and force others to adhere to a certain ideology, one that
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may take a political direction.
5. They may inculcate fear, mistrust, and intolerance and not reflect the positive features of the foundations of the religion.
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have elements within them that are both life-giving and life-denying. In what ways might these three Abrahamic faiths find common ground and move forward
together in mutual understanding and collaboration in creating a just and peaceful world? Again, at
the risk of over-simplification, let me suggest four directions.
1. Come together around their foundational belief in monotheism; the belief that there is one God
who calls them to a life of faith, compassion, and responsibility: A Place to Stand Together.
2. Come together around the common challenge of responding to the challenging and changing
world: A Way to Be Together.
3. Come together around the common challenge of learning about one another, with insight and
honesty: A Way to Go Together.
4. Come together around the commitment to build a more just and peaceful world: A Way to Act
Together.
Then, take on these goals in a tangible way; dance to the melody of the double-love commandment
shared by all the Abrahamic religions.
1. Encourage dialogue among scholars, leaders, and practitioners of all three traditions. Understanding is essential; bearing false witness is wrong.
2. Invite those from the other traditions to each other’s services and programs.
3. Share ways of deepening the spiritual life.
4. Visit the holy sites of each other’s traditions, many of them shared in common.
5. Engage in collaborative activities that improve the well-being of all people.

Together we are stronger than the storm.

Resources: The Dalai Lama, Toward a True Kinship of Faiths; Duncan Ferguson, Exploring the Spirituality of the World Religions
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The Beloved Community
Eileen Jackson

My offering for this month’s Light is about conflict within the Beloved Community. Conflict is
inevitable; it is both challenge and opportunity. Those communities that learn to embrace conflict
and learn from it, survive. Those that fail to hold together in times of conflict self destruct. Learning to address conflict is a personal decision and requires each of us to examine our thoughts, feelings and behaviors and decide: am I contributing to the greater good of my community or am I
not? To live in community, we must be strong and brave. It takes courage and strength to admit the
harm we have done and to address it. It takes courage to forgive even when the acknowledgment of
wrongdoing is not forth coming. My offering this month is to share my story. I invite you to read
it and to reflect upon your reaction to it. Then I invite you to examine your own experience. What
have you learned from your moments of challenge and opportunity? How do they contribute to the
well being of the communities in which you live?

Laura and Me: When Cultures Clash

H

ave you ever done something so unimaginably stupid, so off the mark that all you can do
is sit and wonder what happened? You above all others should have known better. How in
the world do you save a relationship when you have mortally offended the person on the
receiving end, someone you hold in your heart with the greatest love and respect? And then if once
wasn’t enough what if you do it, again?
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As a cultural anthropologist,
my expertise is discovering how
people who live in cultures
foreign to me understand their
reality. You would think that
this would protect me from
failing to walk in the other’s
moccasins, right? I understand
the complexity of communication across cultures. Moreover, as an activist as well as
an academic, I have come to
understand the effect of class,
privilege, and oppression on
communication and relationLaura
ships. I am an expert. And yet,
with one sentence, one faux
pas, I almost destroyed a most
precious friendship.

life. During the Guatemalan
civil war, she hid with her
family in terror from soldiers
at the door. Her education
ended at grade 3 so she neither reads nor writes but she
speaks Mayan, Spanish, and
some English. She is a powerful negotiator and maintains
her small business selling
her weavings and beadwork
and cleaning homes. Laura’s
heart is Mayan through and
through; she lives and works
to care for her mother in
Guatemala; her kids whom
she rarely sees, live with their
white missionary father in
another state.

I met my friend Laura six
years ago at the county fair
surrounded by brightly colored
scarves, shirts, blouses, and
fabric. Dressed in traditional
robes, she sat on the ground,
back on her haunches, weaving
the patterns of her Guatemalan
village on a lap loom; she is a
5th generation Mayan weaver.
She was so familiar, this light
being from a distant land; I
Eileen
had studied contemporary
Mayan culture in grad school.
Laura is warm, joyful, and engaging; it was love
at first sight. We hired her to care for us; she has
been our major support ever since. As I learned
more, my love and admiration deepened. Laura had endured immeasurable hardship in her

On this day, Laura was doing
something that was annoying me, I responded the way
I would with a close friend, I
told her to cut it out. That’s it,
that’s all it took. Laura goes to
her purse, gets a $20.00 bill
hands it to me. “You don’t like
my work? Here’s your money
back.” I was shocked. I tried
to explain, to bring her close
to talk. She was having none
of it. As I was driving her to
the bus, Laura is telling me that she will find me
someone else to do the work, that she won’t be
back. All my efforts to explain were failing. By
now we are both crying, and the bus is coming.
“I do good work” she says, “I work for you for 6
years. Why you no like my work? Adios.” And
she’s gone. I am literally heart sick. I try to un-
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derstand what just happened; play it over in my mind. Later that evening, Laura calls me. I apologize over and over, “It’s, OK, It’s OK” she says, “See you Friday.”
I don’t know that either of us understood what happened, but Laura forgave me without explanation. That was two weeks ago. Wouldn’t you know that on Friday, I did it again! Shouted out an
order from across the room. Again, Laura lost it. Through her tears she told me that she works hard,
does her best, if she had an education, she could sit like me at the computer. Again she forgave me.
Laura’s heritage, upbringing and life experience are far from mine. We experience reality so differently that we aren’t even living in the same world. The fact that we communicate at all is a miracle.
She is pure Mayan, and proud of it. She experiences herself in the natural world directly without
the filter of labels and names; her work is her being; there are no parts. She and her work are one.
Of Scotch Irish descent, I am a mutt; I experience the world through the filter of the written words,
names and labels. I do and I feel; I am not my work, I have value by virtue of my humanity-a very
Western philosophical concept.
But our differences extend far beyond culture. Laura’s difficulty understanding English means she
was responding to the tone of my voice not my words. Furthermore my tone conveyed the class difference between us. Even as best friends, we stand in different relationships to the class structure in
this country. I am a citizen; I am legitimate. Although she has a work visa, she is not. I’m white and
tall, she is tiny and brown. I have an intellectual job, she works as a domestic. Smoldering beneath
her engaging Mayan persona is the agony of oppression. My tone was a harsh reminder that we are
not equal in the eyes of our neighbors, and sadly even in our own. We each carry the dominant
cultural view and our place within it. Like the backdrop on a stage, it creates the context for our
relationships.
What Laura and I do share is the deep knowing that contrition and forgiveness are the glue binding
us together; indeed they are the glue binding communities, and even congregations together. Had
I not been sorry and had Laura not been forgiving, our friendship would be over. This is what Jesus
knew and taught; that love conquerors all. If we are to survive as a people we must learn to love.
Laura is a source of great hope for me. Like all earlier civilizations, we are facing the end of our
civilization as we know it; I am in despair. Then, I remember the glory of ancient Mayan civilization and its eventual collapse. Yet here stands Laura, direct descendant of the ancient Mayans, a
fierce warrior for her children. Mayan civilization died but the people lived on. At least some of the
people, those farthest from the seats of power, those in obscure recesses of the hinterlands, living in
their sustainable communities. And this gives me hope. If Laura and I with our chasm of separation
can learn to love and forgive, can’t the communities of which we’re a part do the same? Those small
groups that make up our daily lives? Our communal and religious congregations? Our congregation? Will we hold our tiny community together while chaos grows around us? Will love keep us
together? What do the people say?
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Wellness & Spirituality
in the Secular Community
Marcia Middel with Brian Reid

“Discover the path of self-understanding, growth, and healing. Fulfill
your divine potential. Empower yourself to live with authenticity and
compassion… It is not enough to have spiritual tendencies; you must
apply yourself, make life decisions, adhere to your inner commitment,
persist, practice—above all practice spiritually.” Richard Harvey

P

rior to coming to this wonderful island, Marcia Middel worked for Mental Health Center
of Denver as the lead psychologist and chair of the Faith and Spirituality Committee. The
Mental Health Center of Denver recognizes that the sensitive, active support of an individual’s spiritual life enhances wellness and recovery. The Faith and Spiritual Wellness program was
designed to help the consumers, the clinicians, and the community in many ways using spirituality
as a part of the path to recovery. The goal was to facilitate informed, caring communities and col-
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laborative efforts between clergy and clinician.
Consumers enter the treatment program at many different levels of spiritual awareness and openness. The Faith and Spiritual Wellness program trains staff to assess the level and importance of a
consumer’s spirituality and to incorporate it as part of an outcome based treatment plan and guide
them to a stronger sense of spiritual connectivity. Over the course of treatment, the clinicians at the
health center support clients’ exploration of spirituality and help them define the role it will play
in their recovery. The staff does a needs assessment as to the importance of faith to the client and
to the client’s mental health. The emphasis is on supporting consumers where they are. The clients
enter the treatment program with many different approaches to faith and spirituality and at many
different levels of spiritual awareness and openness. The Center is always asking, “Are the spiritual
needs as well as the mental health needs of the client being met by the clinical staff?” The goal of
the Center’s mental health recovery model is for the client to stay out of jail, stay out of the hospital,
and get their medication needs met.
The Faith and Wellness program of the Center provides assistance in many forms to address mental
health within the framework of faith and spirituality. It helps clients become more aware of their
own spirituality and the important role that it can play in their recovery. It also helps clinicians develop strategies for incorporating spirituality into clients’ treatment plans. It does so by focusing on
a needs assessment of the clinician’s comfort level with faith-based therapy, such as “Are you feeling
supported in asking about spirituality?” The Center promotes mental health literacy within the faith
community. It started a dialogue between the mental health and faith communities centered upon
the common goal of promoting spiritual and mental wellness within the Denver community. The
Faith and Wellness program provides staff training and support regarding faith and spiritual issues
related to consumer treatment and recovery. In addition it furnishes opportunities for consumer,
peer and faith community support for anyone who desires to strengthen their faith/spiritual practice. Through this program the Center makes available relevant mental health awareness training to
local faith-based community organizations.
In many ways the Mental Health Center of Denver reflects the first mission statement of the Episcopal Mental Illness Network: “To seek out and support, through prayer and action, consumers,
families and/or service providers in the Episcopal Church whose lives are affected by major psychiatric disorders.”
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Mary Vaughan

The Same Yet Different

A

fter meeting in a writing group two friends and I decided to set a monthly date to have coffee and get better acquainted. The three of us seemed to have many things in common and
definitely shared a sense of humor about life and its lessons. Each month we learned more
about ourselves, our feelings and emotions. Most of the time we just had fun laughing.
This past month one friend had to cancel at the last minute, so we became a party of two. We are only two
years apart in age but were raised in completely different lifestyles and parts of the country. Paula grew up in
the midwest as part of a large share cropper family. They lived on other peoples farms, moved often and worked
while attending school. Money was very scarce and she and her siblings each left home at age 16 either to live
with other relatives or find a life of their own. Paula remained in close contact with her sisters and brothers over
the years in spite of long separations. They each married more than one time, although not all had children.
I was raised on the beach in California and basically only had to move twice. I had one brother and one sister
and I was the baby. My father had a good job, my mother did not work and we had a comfortable home. We
all attended college and left home in our early twenties. I had several interesting jobs and traveled before getting
married. We all married once and had children.
With such different backgrounds it seems strange that we are so alike in personality, interests, temperament,
values and sense of humor. But we are. As our discussion continued the topic of religion eventually come up.
Neither of us was raised in a religious family. Paula did not attend church growing up. My family attended the
Presbyterian church from time to time or on holidays. After our first move the Methodist church was nearby
and I started attending regularly while in middle school, then continued through college. Religion became an
important part of my life and continued to be after leaving home.
I was exposed to the Episcopal church when my brother married into it. I immediately felt comfortable with
the ceremony, prayer book and kneeling to pray. I eventually married an Episcopalian and was confirmed at
age 30. I have had many internal struggles and questions over the years. Following our pilgrimage to the Holy
Land led by Nigel in 2008, I set off on a separate personal journey reading the gnostic gospels and a variety of
books to find answers to my questions of faith. I now feel very comfortable and content with what I believe.
Paula listened to my emotional tale with interest. She then shared that she does not believe in a God and never
has. Her continuing life experiences as she has grown older confirm this fact. She has no problem with other
people’s beliefs or religion; however, she is very firm in her denial of any higher power. I was truly stunned. I
can’t look at a flower, animal or anything on our planet without praising God. She credits the universe and
science for creation and fulfillment of life. We continued to have a lengthy discussion, neither changing our
values nor quite able to understand our differences. The most powerful outcome of our sharing was that we
could continue to honor and respect our own and each other’s views without getting angry or frustrated. It
was a most amazing experience. We continue to be truly close friends. Friends who are very much the same yet
extremely different!
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The Light, Lite
Memories From a Nunnery

Eileen Jackson

I

n the first year of a young nun’s life, in between her teens, freedom and the beach and
the novitiate where deep spiritual growth begins, is the year of the postulant. Still a bit
irreverent, unskilled at the customs of the order, but earnest in their desire to conform to the
expectations of Mother Superior, the postulant is vulnerable to any change in the decorum
of the day. This day during Holy week, 6 months after our entrance into the community,
our band of 42 had finished chanting Lauds, processed silently into the refectory and stood
at our places. My friend Carolyn, the reader of the day, lead us in grace. Maintaining silence
and the utmost decorum we slowly seated ourselves, carefully and quietly removed our place
setting from the drawer in front of us and waited for the soup to pass to us. At the time the
last bowl of soup had been filled the tension began to mount. It was as if our exuberant
energy ,compressed by the tension, needed to maintain quiet at all costs just could no longer
be contained. As was the custom, the reader began reading; the passage described the crucifixion of Jesus. We were listening prayerfully and slurping our soup. As she turned the page
she read, “ His side was pierced with a soldier’s lance, his bowels gushed forth (flip) and the
lot fell upon Matthias.” Forty-two mouthfuls of soup sprayed across the table. The laughter
was squeezed into tiny squeals and bouncing shoulders. “His bowels gushed forth and the
lot fell upon Matthias.” Sister Matthias was our choral conductor, brillant, relentless in her
pursuit of perfection of sacred music. I dare say not one of the other 41 appreciated her as
much as I did. So when Mother Superior uttered the Benedicamus Domino that ended the
silence, the Deo Gracias that roared from the mouths of the 42, the laughter that followed,
and heart-felt relief that this fatal turn of page could receive its proper burial.

From
Episcopal
Memes
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The Beauty of God’s
Creation; Our Legacy
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In House @ St.Augie’s
Churchapedia

Comments on Church Practice

Jim OGrady

If you have questions about why we do things
in our church, let us know. Jim will be happy to
share his knowledge.

The Ministry of the Celebrating Community

W

hen I was growing up in the ‘50s and ‘60s, virtually every retail establishment was
closed on Sundays. This was in accordance with “blue laws,” legislation based on the
commandment to “keep holy the Lord’s Day.” In my Roman Catholic upbringing, I
recall quite clearly the injunction that there was to be “no servile work on Sundays.” The medieval
origin of the tradition was to allow serfs “time off” to attend Mass. In our time, it came to mean
prohibition of any strenuous physical labor, and was gradually expanded to cover pretty much any
effort expended in pursuit of the dollar.
Most blue laws in the US have long since been repealed, in part due to the expansion of the consumer-based economy. While there are commentators who have bemoaned this trend, one would be
hard pressed to find many instances where religious authorities condemn outright work on Sundays.
I retired from public library work a little over four years ago. I haven’t been employed since, but
I work on Sundays. My coworkers are those I worship with at Eucharist. We’re doing liturgy, the
“work of the people,” or more precisely, work in service of God that benefits the people. We’re not
making it up as we go along, doing what makes us feel good, but drawing on the richness of an ancient faith tradition, one we’ve rediscovered in the light of 20th century liturgical renewal.
Sulpician Father Eugene Walsh taught “Mass class” when I was a student at the Theological College
of the Catholic University of America in the late ‘70s. Geno was a great proponent of what he called
the ministry of the celebrating community. As a youngster, I was accustomed to the relative passive
nature of the congregation (a word Fr. Walsh hated, with its connotation of the herd) on Sundays,
spectators who essentially “heard” the priest “say” Mass.
With the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, all the baptized who gather for worship were encouraged to reclaim their rightful role as ministers to one another in Eucharist for the glory of God.
When I go to work on Sunday morning, I’m inspired by the diligence and dedication of my coworker: greeters, ushers, crucifer, torch bearers, musicians, lectors, presider, preacher, Eucharistic ministers, tabulators, hospitality hosts, those who minister to children and youth, and by the people all
around me who participate in prayerful spoken, sung, and unspoken response to the love of God in
Christ.
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SheilaFoster

ANIMAL MINISTRY

Childcare

Margaret Schultz, Brian Reid Contacts

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

ARTS & AESTHETICS
Susan Sandri Chair

Bert Speir,

Senior Warden

Bill Skubi,

GARDENS

Junior Warden

Diana Klein Contact

Ron St. George,
Treasurer

COLUMBARIUM

Beverley Babson Coordinator

Meade Brown, Bill Skubi, Bob Dial, Marilyn Hill, Frank
Shirbroun, Elaine Ludtke, Claree Vandegrift, Bert Speir,
Mic Kissinger, Susan Sandri Clerk

ENDOWMENT FUND

CONVENTION

Dick Hall Contact

Kate Anderson Chair

EPISCOPAL PEACE FELLOWSHIP

Mary Ann Speir, Bert Speir, Susan Sandri, Ron St.
George Delegates
Kate Anderson, Rob Anderson Alternates

GREENING

TABULATORS

Pat Brookes 8:00, OPEN 10:30 Coordinators

Richard Tussey Lead Tabulator

LECTORS

Nancy Ruff Coordinator, Rebecca Reid Scheduling

EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Ted Brookes Chair, Grant Heiken Secretary

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR
INTEGRITY

Ron St. George Convener

MISSION SUNDAY OFFERING
Ron St. George Chair

Albert Rose, Margaret Schultz, Diane Lantz,
Ron St. George

STEWARDSHIP

WORSHIP LEADERS

QUIET TIME

Margaret Schultz 8:00, Rebecca Reid 10:30 Scheduling

ALTAR GUILD

Frank Shirbroun Contact

CHOIR

David Locke Parish Musician

Meade Brown

Chris Lubinski Convener

SCHOLARSHIP
Ray Haman Chair

ADULT FORUMS
Ted Brookes
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April Calendar
EVENTS

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

1. Cindy Philistine

17. Jack & Pandora Halstead

3. Derek Steele, Genevieve Nyerges, Sheila
Foster

18. Gary Rickert
Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

4. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

19. Maddy Drye

5. Harry Sander

20. Ava Levit
Narcotics Anonymous 7P

6. Narcotics Anonymous 7P
7. Nigel Taber-Hamilton, Ken & Lynda
Anderson

21. Gilbert Nyerges, Jim Glascow
23. Evangivaldo Santana

10. Nancy Paris

25. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

11. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A

26. Trishia Mathenia

12. Melahn Murphy & David Nakagawa

27. Jill Van Heusen
Narcotics Anonymous 7P

13. Narcotics Anonymous 7P

28. Matt Idso

14. Larry & Mary Laissue

29. Carole Hanson

16. Kathryn Beaumont

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sunday

8:00 am Eucharist Rite I (followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult Forums)
10:30 am Eucharist Rite II (with music, church school & child care, followed by coffee/fellowship)
Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with incense)
Tuesday

7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation
Wednesday

10:00 am

Eucharist and Holy Unction (prayers for healing)

20

Ted Brookes Presents

Adult Forums: April

T

his year, I’m not sure we need an abundance of April showers to make the flowers bloom
in May. According to local weather reports this has been the wettest winter in Washington
State since records have been maintained. What we really could experience this month are
some sunny, mild-temperature days with no windstorms or falling tree limbs. However, I digress
from the main focus of this article. We probably have the most eclectic group of Sunday forums and
activities we have ever assembled at St. A’s. First, Ron St. George and Diane Watson will be giving
us a presentation about the South Whidbey Homeless Coalition (SWHC). Next, Laura Colton and
her hard working, dedicated minions will be extending the annual Trash & Treasures sale into a
second day for the very first time. The third Sunday will feature a briefing about and DVD showing
of the most recent Diocesan Convention gathering. Fr. Nigel Taber-Hamilton will discuss the meeting’s deliberations, findings, and resolutions. Last, in celebration of Earth Ocean Month on Whidbey and Earth Day itself, we will begin a 3-part series on Earth’s Natural Wonders, based on a PBS
special presentation.
Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters or hosts are provided below:
3 April - South Whidbey Homeless Coalition (SWHC). Ron St. George and Diane Watson,
who are our representatives to the coalition, will provide presentation about the history of SWHC,
its current status, and future goals & objectives. The overarching goal of SWHC is to make homelessness a brief and rare experience in our community. To that end, The House of Hope opened its
doors almost one year ago in the same house that our beloved Judy Yeakel generously provided to
many non-profit organizations. In a very short time, many adults, children, and babies have benefited from having a warm, safe , and welcoming place to call home. Guests living at The House of
Hope are provided with the support and guidance they so seriously need and greatly appreciate. Finally, they can take a breath, rest their head on a pillow, and focus on the future, including securing
employment, finding community resources, pursuing an education, and moving toward an ultimate
goal of finding long-term, permanent housing. Please come to this presentation to learn how St.
Augustine’s and a host of coalition volunteers are helping to make the dreams of The House of Hope
residents into reality. Ted Brookes will host.
10 April - Trash & Treasures Bonus. There will be no adult forum this Sunday. Instead,
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Laura Colton and her wonderful volunteers will provide a bonus Trash & Treasures day for all
those would-be shoppers on South Whidbey. Hopefully, this added day will provide a considerable
measure of enthusiasm and buying frenzy among the event patrons. Laura Colton will serve as the
Grand Manager.
17 April - Diocesan Convention Review. Fr. Nigel Taber-Hamilton will brief the congregation
on and show a special DVD about the most recent Diocese of Olympia Convention. He will cover
in detail the deliberations of the convention delegates and the resolutions that body adopted. Mary
Ann & Bert Speir were St. Augustine’s official delegates to said convention, and Kate & Rob Johnson were our alternate delegates. Fr. Nigel Taber-Hamilton will present.
24 April - Earth’s Natural Wonders (Extreme Wonders). This PBS Special visits the most extraordinary places on the planet and explores how they shape the lives of their inhabitants. In this
breathtaking 3-part series travel across six continents to learn how these natural wonders evolved
and meet the people who call them home. In Episode 1, we will visit extreme locales, including Mt.
Everest’s Khumbu Icefall, and the danger it presents to Sherpas; the Grand Canyon, where conservationists try to ensure a condor chick’s survival; and the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro, where farmers
battle with elephants over habitat. Ted Brookes presents.
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Mission Sunday Offering April 2016

The South Whidbey Homeless Coalition
Diane Watson and Ron St. George

H

omelessness on Whidbey Island in 2016, particularly South Whidbey Island, doesn’t seem
real. You don’t see many people pushing grocery carts around. You don’t see too many
people sleeping in doorways. Homelessness on South Whidbey Island is growing and it
is indeed quite real. Once you have seen the people, heard from them personally, and visualized
yourself in their shoes, it’s actually quite easy to emphasize and know in your heart we indeed have
a serious homelessness problem on this island.
Many of the homeless in our neighborhoods are children, elderly, working families, and single
parents struggling to make every penny count. They are not beggars or criminals looking to steal from you. They do not push grocery carts around. In
our community, they tend to be invisible. If you take a closer look, however,
the crisis of the homelessness cannot be characterized by a stereotype.
The South Whidbey Homeless Coalition (SWHC) began with the goal of
making homelessness a brief and rare experience in our community. To that
end, The House of Hope opened its doors almost one year ago in the same
house that our beloved Judy Yeakel provided to many non-profit agencies.
In a very short time, many adults, children and babies have benefited from
having a warm, safe and welcoming place to call home. While living at The
House of Hope guests have the support and guidance so needed and appreciated. Finally, they can take a breath and focus on their future, including securing employment,
finding community resources, pursuing education with the ultimate goal of finding long-term permanent housing.
By any definition, The South Whidbey Homeless Coalition is a success. The rapid success began
when the community rallied to this important and vital cause. From all corners of our beautiful
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island, volunteers, businesses, churches and our Island County government accomplished so very
much. Last year the parishioners of St. Augustine’s demonstrated our strong support by giving
$30,000.00 to SWHC and it came from the bequest of Judy Yeakel, a display of St. Augustine’s
love and appreciation from an inspiring and founding member of this parish. We can’t stop now.
We can’t say we’re done. Judy opened the door allowing this parish to play a significant role, but
we need to walk through that door and continue supporting the vision and mission of the South
Whidbey Homeless Coalition.
Prayers have indeed been answered. What was once thought to be impossible has proven to be quite
possible. People who once found themselves living in cars, tents in the forest, or depending upon
any available couch now have one more option: The South Whidbey Homeless Coalition. Correction, they now have two options: The South Whidbey Homeless Coalition and the support of the
parishioners at St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods Episcopal Church.
The SWHC is not going to unilaterally end or even alleviate the plight of those without shelter
and basic sanitation (AKA: our neighbors and friends without a home). This coalition is truly a
“coalition” as it partners with landlords, property managers and realtors ensuring that families and
individuals who previously may have been denied housing now have a place to call home. This is
a coalition that has partnered with construction companies, hardware and lumber stores and local
architects to refurbish the House of Hope. This same coalition will soon embark upon a much anticipated and exciting venture with the building of a permanent house on the back lot of the House
of Hope. This is the coalition that we partnered with when we told the Yeakel family that we would
give $30,000.00 to support the legacy and values of their mother, grandmother, aunt, sister and our
dearest friend.
Despite all this success, the work is far from done. As rents on Whidbey Island grow increasingly
unaffordable, so does the plight of those who simply cannot afford housing. The coalition needs
your support to meet the challenges now and in the years to come.
The need is great. The coalition cannot be a coalition unless there is community support. While
support of every kind is needed, this is your opportunity to support the Coalition with a generous
donation through our shared parish ministry, the Mission Sunday Offering. Throughout April you
may give to the South Whidbey Homeless Coalition through the MSO. The parish will match
the total donation up to $500. Please also consider giving throughout the year through our web
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site http://www.southwhidbeyhomelesscoalition.org/ or please talk with Diane Watson and Ron St.
George who both serve on the Board of Directors at The South Whidbey Homeless Coalition.
Please also consider attending the Sunday Forum on April 3, 2016 at 9:15am. We will explore and
discuss the increasing and troublesome issues facing the homeless and the challenges we face as a
coalition to help and be a powerful force for change as concerned neighbors and believer’s in God.
Please become part of the “coalition” and make a generous donation to the April MSO. Give to the
South Whidbey Homeless Coalition, and let’s make homelessness a brief and rare occurrence on
Whidbey Island.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all
consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in
any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 NRSV
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Getting to know—Lynne and Jim Scapple
Mary Vaughan

D

uring the last week of March 2013 Lynne and Jim Scapple moved from Vancouver, WA,
to their new retirement home in Coupeville. They were greeted by 2 days of extreme wind
and rain, followed by a day of light snowfall. I can vouch for this dreadful greeting since
we are neighbors. After the weather calmed I knocked on their door to introduce myself and invite
them to St. Augustine’s, as the previous owners of their home (close friends of mine) had requested
me to do. To my surprise Lynne graciously accepted my invitation and we drove to church together
the very next day.
Lynne is a retired school administrator. Her favorite position was serving as a high school principal
in Portland, OR. She enjoys being active in her community. Since joining St. Augustine’s she completed 2 full years of EFM studies and is a member of Altar Guild Team 1. She is looking forward
to participating in the pilgrimage to Scotland next fall. Lynn also was recently elected to the home
owners association board of Sierra Country Club.
Jim is a retired co-owner of a construction company in Portland. He spent 11 years in the Army
flying helicopters and has enjoyed a connection with many retired military neighbors. His current
hobbies are crabbing, fishing and mowing on his John Deere. He feels spiritual awareness in the
outdoors, but does enjoy attending the 8 o’clock service at St. Augustine’s. We are never quite sure
when we will see him, but he always adds an extra smile to the day.
The Scapples have 2 sons, each married with 2 children. One son lives in New York and the other
lives in Los Angeles, requiring a regular travel routine each year to keep up with family.
Lynne discovered Whidbey while on a road trip with friends in September 2012. She brought Jim
for a visit the following January and they bought their home. A happy decision for all of us!
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The Gibraltar airport. Has to be one of the craziest intersections in the world.
Contributed by Ashley McConnaughey
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