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From your Editor

Every year at this time, it is always fun to think about the numerous possibilities open to the 
clean slate that a new year brings us, hence the babies on our covers. Babies, such wonderful 
beings without baggage.

The problem this year is that we non-babies are bringing a lot of baggage with us. There is much 
fear and trembling spilling over from 2016. It has been hard to avoid the negative. As our fellow 
parishioner Kathryn Rickert oft reminds us, it is healthy to lament. So we are letting our cares and 
concerns and feelings be known.  In this issue, Dick Hall looks back at what bigotry and racism can 
foster. Ashley McConnaughey, in a new OP-ED feature, reminds us to look inward before pointing 
fingers. And Eileen Jackson draws our attention to our special callings and how we are meant to be 
of help to each other.

2017 is indeed fraught with uncertainties, but so has and will be any other year that we have had to 
deal with. Let us look to each other for support and trust with all our hearts in the love and un-
equivocal, all-encompassing care of our God. We must move forward in what we know to be right 
and true, not for us alone, but for all that God has made.

May this be truly a blessed new year,

Albert

Being a mother is the most rewarding and challenging thing I’ve done. When looking at 
Cooper, I am filled with joy and amazement. God knit this tiny human inside me. My body 
grew this being and continues to nourish him (although solids are right around the corner). I 

love watching him take in his surroundings and discover new things like his hands and toes. I’ve al-
ways thoroughly enjoyed children laughing but there’s something magical about hearing your own. 
Some days it feels like all I do is nurse Cooper and walk him around since he doesn’t want to be 
put down. By the end of the day my physical touch is maxed out which is surprising since my love 
language is touch! The biggest challenge has been not being able to finish things after I start them. 
I’ve always been a list person and enjoy marking things off my to-do list. These days I have accepted 
that more times than not my to-do list will grow instead of shrink. All and all the joys out number 
the challenges. God continues to give me the grace to mother this little guy that looks a little like 
me, a little like Joe, and a whole lot of perfect. Kim

The following is a statement by Kim Jones, the mother of Cooper (who graces our back cover). This is Kim and Joe’s first 
child, and as such is a whole new experience for them.
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Every January when I lived in Bloomington Indiana, one of my friends – a normally 
very even-tempered (and very fit) guy – would be grousing! As a member of the local 
“Y” he would work out at least four days a week for a couple of hours. In January, 

though, he had to change his pattern (never an easy thing for any of us to do!). Why? Be-
cause, he said, all those people who had made New Year’s fitness resolutions were f looding 
the place. “Still,” he’d always say, “it won’t last long!” I once asked him why he said that, and 
he told me that most of the “resolvers” had given up by the end of January! “Then I get my 
“Y” back,” he added with a smirk.

Every year at this time we focus on newness, often using the language of “resolution.” It 
seems that it’s easier to make resolutions (and even actual changes!) when we have a signifi-
cant calendar marker. The more familiar resolutions on January 1st are almost always about 
living better, and (no doubt after the largesse of the Christmas season’s dinner table) many 
revolve around weight loss.

That’s a good thing to focus on for our personal health. 

However, we are living in a time when our personal health has never been more closely con-
nected to broader health issues, particularly the health of our planet.

Some people I know have told me that they no longer read climate change articles, and that 
they switch channels when it’s discussed on TV, because the whole issue is just too depress-
ing. The language of the “Sixth Extinction Crisis” borders on frightening, some have said, 
but it’s also partly because it seems like there’s not a lot that an individual can do.

However, there is a lot an individual can do, and much of it revolves around adopting new 
patterns for living as an active and intentional choice.

We can be intentional about recycling; we can pay attention to our carbon footprint; we can 
be aware of how our individual choices affect each other and our environment. And we can – 
if we band together – have a bigger impact. 

One way of doing that is to join organizations like the Sierra Club. Another is to engage 
with others in advocacy around environmental issues. Our Greening Committee has been 
doing this locally for years on a small scale.

Our diocese also supports advocacy work state-wide by providing funding for the Faith Ac-

Notes from Nigel
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tion Network (of which I am a member of 
the executive board, on behalf of our diocese 
– which means on behalf of you) and for 
Earth Ministry. If we want our voices heard 
– if we want to participate in their advocacy 
work directly – we can separately join these 
organizations. The more we join these coa-
litions fighting on behalf of our planet, the 
more impact we can have on its health.

So perhaps that’s a good resolution for us 
to make at this time in our planet’s history: 
that we will join together with others in the 
advocacy work that is necessary if we are 
to bequeath this green and verdant planet 
to our children while it is still green and 
verdant.

Blessings to you, 

Nigel
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Did you know that January takes its name from Janus, the Roman God of Gates and Doors, 
the Guardian of Exits and Entrances? Janus was also believed to represent beginnings with 
the explanation that one must emerge through a door or gate to enter into a new place. 

Janus has a distinctive artistic look in that he is usually depicted as having two faces. He could see 
into the past with one face and into the future with the other. Janus frequently symbolized change 
and transitions such as the progress of past to future, from one condition to another, from one vi-
sion to another, and even young people’s growth to adulthood. 

Here we are on the cusp of a new year. We have the privilege of being two-faced, if you will, a time 
for looking back to past years and looking forward to future years. Perhaps it can be that when past 
and future experiences are truly connected we are emboldened to seek life in the present as whole 
and integrated. 

Welcome Janus, 2017 
John Waide
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Jonathan Daniels
We are Trying to Live the Gospel

A subplot to the voting rights campaign that played out in Selma, Alabama in 1965 was a 
struggle within the Episcopal Church. Episcopalian involvement in Selma created a classic 
conflict between living the Gospel, and thus challenging the white Southern societal and 

political norms, or accepting the norms in the interest of achieving harmony within white parishes. 
The witness of Jonathan Daniels was at the center of this conflict.

In the aftermath of “Bloody Sunday,” when the state police and local law authorities beat and tear-
gassed nonviolent marchers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge, Martin Luther King, Jr. put out a na-
tional call for people of faith to join the Selma campaign. The largest response to King’s call came 
from Episcopalians and Unitarians. Episcopal laity, seminary students, clergy, and even bishops left 

Dick Hall
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the comfort of their homes and careers to witness for voting rights in Alabama.

Among those who left for Alabama was a young seminary student, Jonathan Daniels. After evening 
prayer, with the words of the Magnificat still in his mind— “He has cast down the mighty from 
their thrones and has lifted up the lowly”—Jonathan decided to take a leave from the seminary and 
answer the call for people of faith to gather in Alabama.

The Bishop of Alabama, C.C. Carpenter, considered integration to be a worthy Christian goal but 
opposed the nonviolent demonstrations, marches, and civil disobedience necessary to achieve this 
goal. Carpenter chose order, harmony, and respect for established laws and practices over the Gos-
pel message. He resented the Episcopalians who entered his diocese answering Dr. King’s call, and 
prohibited outside clergy (including fellow bishops) from celebrating Eucharist in any church within 
the Diocese.

The Vestry and Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish (located only blocks from AME Brown Chap-
el, which served as the headquarters for the Selma campaign) affirmed a policy of refusing to allow 
blacks to attend services. A contingent of Episcopalians—black and white, clergy and lay—was 
determined to worship at St. Paul’s. As a courtesy, the Rector, Rev. Frank Mathews, was informed 
of their intentions. His response was to ask if it would be Christian to bring guests with measles 
into one’s home. When the delegation of twenty individuals appeared at the entrance of St. Paul’s 
on Sunday morning, they were told that the only blacks who would be allowed to attend services 
were clergy. The contingent rejected these conditions and celebrated Eucharist on the sidewalk using 
a table as a makeshift altar.

St. Paul’s had modified their “whites only” position only slightly by allowing an exception for clergy 
of color. The Vestry and Rector stated that an integrated congregation would upset the harmony 
and flow of the service. It was assumed that “outsiders” would not understand or appreciate the 
liturgy.

After the successful Selma to Montgomery march, Daniels returned to St. Paul’s for the 8:00 Palm 
Sunday service, accompanied by six teenage black girls. The ushers greeted them with these words of 
welcome: “The bishop says we’ve got to let you into our church, but we don’t have to serve you com-
munion.” Police arrived and a standoff ensued until the Rector intervened. The group was allowed 
to attend the service, but they were to sit in the back pew and be the last to receive communion. 
The expectation was that this would be a one-time event. However, Daniels couldn’t turn down a 
request for another biracial witness on Easter Sunday.

In a meeting with the Rector and Vestry preceding Easter Sunday, Daniels and a fellow seminary 
student were accused of trying to disrupt and ruin St. Paul’s parish by bringing integrated delega-
tions to worship. They denied that this was a goal. A Vestry member then asked what else their goal 
could be. Daniels responded, “We are trying to live the Gospel.”
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Jonathan Daniels continued to bring interracial groups to St. Paul’s. On one memorable occasion 
Jonathan came with a young African American woman, Gloria Larry. She was a cradle Episcopalian 
who had been a graduate student at UC Berkeley before returning to Alabama as a volunteer with 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. The couple took a seat in the fourth row pew. 
When they arose with their pew for communion, the others in the pew sat down, and people left 
the communion rail. Jonathan and Gloria kneeled alone to receive communion.

Following the service in which Daniels and Larry received communion, Rector Mathews wrote to 
Bishop Carpenter. “This is the first time a Negro has attended 11:00 Holy Communion so it was 
definitely a ‘crisis’ situation.” He postponed the monthly Vestry session to allow time to “quieten the 
souls of distraught men.”

Jonathan Daniels met martyrdom when, along with Stokely Carmichael, Gloria Larry, and Catholic 
priest Richard Morrisroe, he helped lead a group of teenagers on a voting rights demonstration in 
Lowndes County, Alabama. The protesters, including the teenagers, were immediately arrested and 
jailed. After a week in jail, they were released without bail being posted— always an ominous sign 
in Alabama and Mississippi in those days. After their release, Daniels, accompanied by Fr. Morris-
roe and Ruby Sales, a black teenager, approached a store to purchase a soft drink. Daniels was met 
with a shotgun. He pulled Sales behind him and a blast killed him instantly. Morrisroe was also 
shot and wounded critically.

A request to hold a memorial service for Jonathan Daniels at St. Paul’s was rejected by the Rector. 
Bishop Carpenter approved the decision not to allow a memorial service, but in the same week 
allowed an Episcopal priest to preach at a funeral for a Klan member, where Klan paraphernalia was 
prominently displayed. Daniels was buried in his native New Hampshire.

Bishop Carpenter and Rev. Mathews, when faced with the choice of following the Gospel or accom-
modating to the white societal norms of Alabama, had chosen the safe, secular path. They avoided 
physical harm but suffered a spiritual death.

Jonathan Daniels, faced with the same choices, acted in a radically different manner. Today he is 
honored in the church calendar with a feast day. Jonathan Daniels stands as an example of a person 
of faith who was “trying to live the Gospel.”

Source consulted: Taylor Branch, At Canaan’s Edge: America in the King Years, 1965-1968. (2006)



 “It is better to light one candle than to curse the darkness.” Chinese Proverb.
“Teach me the power of the dark” – came to me in a dream. The dark is where we live un-
til the light comes. In the dark our hearts are breaking. Our soul is wounded; a black hole 
in the heart, a dark spell is cast; it holds fast, and we slide into the dark night of the soul. 
This is the power of the dark: we feel alone, separated from God and from each other.  

In the beginning, humans discovered fire; then they became the fire bearers. In every 
home in the world is a place where the fire is kept — a hearth, the heart of the home. For 
every hearth, there is a hearth keeper; in most cultures and in most homes, it is the women 
who continuously tend the fire, who are the hearth keepers. Tending the fire, is a constant 
worry and a constant work. If the fire goes out, it must be restarted, or food will not be 
ready for the table. If the fire dies down, children may freeze in their beds. If the firewood 
runs out, the family is in peril. We gather around the fire to warm ourselves, to share food 
and drink, to share stories and gain wisdom. Beyond the fire, lies the dark.

Advent was the time when the fire had gone out, and before it was relit. For many of us, 
this Advent was more than a time to remember the power of the dark; this year we are liv-
ing in it. For many, a dark cloud had overshadowed our democracy and fractured long held 
and deeply felt relationships. Women have within their collective history the means and 
method for renewing our relationships and bringing back the light. 

Each morning, we meet. We greet each other, face to face, on the street as we walk our 
infants in strollers, at the market, or at the well.  Women of great heart, take up the chal-
lenge. We keep the dark at bay. We make friends, share stories, cooperate in our natural 
way.  We create alliances with those we see every day. We heal wounds, and we comfort 
those men and women who come before us. We make common cause in our daily lives and 
learn from each other. 

Now through the miracle of webs and clouds, we cross the miles, the oceans; vast spaces 
evaporate like the dew in the morning sun. We are heart to heart, playing and working 

Women Who Light the Dark
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across the miles, I in my village in the north; you in your village in the south, or west, or 
east. We carry in our hands our magic boxes linking our knowing in ways we might never 
have imagined. I have always known you were there, but you were so far away. I imagined 
that you knew not that I cared whether you had clean water, or a chicken to lay eggs, or 
gruel for your children, or a candle to light your way. I do care.

We are three billion strong and we are mending our nets, we are mending the fabric of soil 
beneath our feet. We share as women have always shared: a cup of sugar, an extra blan-
ket, a prayer, a song across the miles. We, like the pulses of energy coursing through our 
bodies heal each other as we heal our families.  As we live in these dark days in our world, 
we refresh ourselves, resting, replenishing our essential life force, by Grace. It is a time 
for healing, for remembering who we are and what we are called to be. We are all sisters 
and brothers in an immense learning community. The light creeps in slowly and the world 
awakens slowly, quietly, gently. Solstice is the beginning of the time of gentle awakening. 
Christmas is the season in which we celebrate Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth, the Woman who brought Light into the darkness. Let us lean into the fire and 
into each other with compassion, remembering the women of the world and their ways of 
caring, they who are the hearth keepers.

11
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I am the daughter of Mary Eloise 
Pierce Humphrey, daughter of 
Maud Reid Pierce, daughter of 

Josephine Rowan Reid, daughter of Re-
becca Rowan, daughter of Anne Lytle 
Rowan. Federal Hill, the most infa-
mous plantation in the South, was Anne Lytle’s 
dowry  from her father to John Rowan for his 
wedding. Every year for the Kentucky Derby we 
sing “My Old Kentucky Home,” about the man-
sion John Rowan built on Federal Hill. I am the 
grandchild of the slave owners of Federal Hill.

I found the family of slaves at Federal Hill, who 
cared for my family and for the parts of me that 
they passed down. This year out of the blue, 
Pearl Rowan Alexander called me. “Hello Eileen, 
I’m so happy to have found you, this is Pearl, 
your cousin, Ida Mae’s sistah.” I’m wondering, 
“Does she know I’m white, because I know she’s 
not.” Pearl knew, she knew all about me from 
her sister, a genealogist. Pearl showered me with 
the love and the excitement of a new soul sister.

Long before I knew my biological family and my 
birth mother, I felt a deep attraction to the Black 
experience, and a desire to deal with my own 
racism. Some of my best friends have always 
been Black, even when it was deemed racist to 
say so. I felt a deep love and admiration for the 
Black women whom I have known. 

Because of the way we look in our baby pictures, 
my sister and I wondered whether we weren’t 
Black. We looked for a biological connection 
between Pearl’s family and mine, but so far none 
has turned up. 

This year, preparing for the Martin Luther 

King Day commemoration, I 
began to wonder “What kinds of 
relationships did the slaves and slave 
owners have during slavery? What 
was it like during the Civil War and 
beyond? Were there mixed feelings, 
as slaves left their plantations? Did 

they miss us? Did they ever love us? Did Pearl’s 
grandmothers love me?”

Pearl Rowan’s great-great grandmother likely 
suckled me at her breast, rocked me when I 
cried, taught me manners, and dressed me, 
bathed me, loved me, played with me. I know 
this in the depths of my soul. As she cared for 
my grandmother she was caring for me too. I 
feel it as though it was happening to me, not to 
my grandmothers, but to me. My deep love for 
my African American community comes not by 
inheritance but by care.

My own mother was no homemaker, neither was 
my sister, or my niece. It is a family trait that 
if we are good at it at all, we are self-taught. I 
feel in the depths of my soul the intimacy that 
existed between the slaves and the women and 
children in their care. I know that probably 
most of the time it was brutal, unrewarding, and 
unfulfilling but I know in my soul, that in my 
history, Pearl’s great grandmother was gentle and 
loving with genuine caring for me. The women 
and men in my family are all loving and caring 
people. They are musicians, artists, janitors, 
mothers—deeply spiritual and religious. I pray 
with all my heart that this is who we were and 
where we came from. I pray that our family was 
as good to Pearl’s family as her family was to 
ours.

Pearl and Me: Daughters of the Plantation
Eileen Jackson

Dorothy, Rowan family slave  
Drawing by V.A. Daniel
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The Beauty of God’s Creation: Our Legacy

Egret —William L. Finley National Wildlife Refuge, Corvallis, Oregon    
photo by Albert Rose
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The Light, Lite
The burglar was creeping noiselessly through the darkened home, filling his bag with 
various valuables. As he reached his hand out to a box of jewelry, he heard a voice say, 
“Jesus is watching you.” Shaken, the burglar stopped. For a full minute he didn’t dare 
breathe.  
 
Finally, he switched on his flashlight and carefully played it around the room, but saw 
nothing. Convinced that it must have been his imagination, he turned off the flashlight 
and continued in his quest for another man’s wealth. He was busily unhooking a stereo set 
when he again heard, “Jesus is watching you.”  
 
This time he nearly jumped out of his skin, he was so freaked out. Beads of sweat popped 
out on his face, and as he switched the light on again, the beam shook violently from 
his terror. He looked about the room, and noticed a birdcage in the corner. Upon closer 
inspection, he discovered a parrot in the cage. 

“Are you the one that spoke to me just now?” asked the burglar.

“Yes, I am,” said the parrot.

“Why did you say ‘Jesus is watching you?’” asked the man.

“Because I felt like you needed to be warned,” replied the parrot.

By this time, the man was over his fright and was more than a little irritated at this smart-
mouthed parrot that had tried to scare the living daylights out of him.

“What’s your name?” asked the burglar.

“Moses,” the parrot said.

“Hah,” the man said, guffawing. “What kind of people would name their parrot  
Moses?”

“The same kind of people that would name their Rottweiler Jesus.”

submitted by Diana Klein
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OP‑ED

I proposed this essay back in October.  Now, a week after the election, the weight and consider-
ation of these reflections grows exponentially each day.  When you read this, a week or more 
after it was written, I wonder what more will need to be said.  I wonder whether these reflections 

will guide us.

“They” did this, of course.  The election. The stunning victory. “They” the arrogant, the forgotten, 
the unappreciated, the ignored.  ”They” are responsible for the descent into incivility; into open 
hatred; into violence; into a pattern of hubris.  “They” the victorious, the angry, the terrified, the ap-
palled.  “They” the white nationalists, the elite, the uneducated, the educated, the media, the status 
quo, the idiots, the ignorant, the liberals, the apathetic: the “OTHER”. 

How quickly we segregate ourselves from “them”.  

As Pogo so famously said decades ago: “We have met the enemy and he is us.”  

Reflect a moment on Pogo’s quote, specifically the “he” and “us” part.  The original statement upon 
which cartoonist Walt Kelly based his Pogo character’s line used the words “they” and “ours”.  The 
change was significant; Pogo’s “us” doesn’t mean “them”, it means me.  It means you.

Reflect upon that.

As Christians, this moment in history compels us to reflect upon our walk within our faith in ways 
that will make us truly uncomfortable.

How many times over the past months have you, personally, made comments about “them”?

Have you included “them” in your prayers other than to pray that they start to think like you?  
Have you talked to “them”?  Actually listened to “them”?

Have you tried to move past words and divisions to hear truly the point and the pain of “them”?  
And if you have spoken of the “ignorant idiots” or the “anti-American left-wingers” in similar broad 
terms, have you reflected even a moment on whose life realities were you denying?

These are not superficial or trite questions.  The dangers facing our country and our world from 
these kind of divisions perpetuated by “us” – you and me – are too great; to ignore this kind of 
reflection is disastrous.

We live in a world where our President-elect has been mentored by one of the worst fear mongers 
in our history: Joseph McCarthy’s lawyer Roy Cohn.  We have seen a dramatic upsurge in violence 

Reflections on what it means to be a person of faith in these times.
Ashley MConnaughey
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and hate crimes.  We have witnessed the utter despair of those who used to be America’s economic 
foundation: the dying middle class in rural and urban America.

We are living in a moment of time fraught with the potential for unlimited peril.  Of desperate 
hope.  A time when complacency can no longer exist.  When “they” must be “us”.

How can we reflect upon this as people of faith?  Nigel told us in his November 13th sermon:

“Our faith should always underpin how we act, or it’s not real faith.  Integrity matters.”

He expanded upon this point with a quote from the songwriter Leonard Cohen in which he de-
scribed the figure of Jesus summoning within each of us:

“…the heart to comprehend its own suffering by dissolving itself in a radical confession of hospitali-
ty.” 

Reflect upon that.  As people of faith we are called to talk to “them”.  To embrace “them”.  

Dr. Martin Luther King said: “People fail to get along because they fear each other; they fear each 
other because they don’t know each other; they don’t know each other because they have not com-
municated with each other.”

Those broad brushes of “them” we so easily apply cannot be part of our walking our walk of faith.  
We can no longer dismiss “them”.  To actively walk our walk of faith we will need to work harder to 
understand the underlying issues of “their” words and deeds to find pathways forward in God’s love. 

Reflect upon how we choose to act as Christians when we, you and I, voice or encounter the words 
and actions of division and exclusion, of subjugating “them”. Reflect upon our own culpability in 
maintaining those divisions.  Reflect upon how we will personally take action as Christians in the 
face of mounting violence and hatred against “them”.  

Above all, it is time to reflect upon our actions: how are we called to act upon our faith in this time?

Not think.  Not mutter amongst ourselves. Not watch passively from the sidelines. Not take the 
easy way out by holding up a sign and calling it good. 

It is time to reflect:  How will we, you and I, act as people of faith in this time?  

*View Nigel’s Nov 13th sermon here: http://staugustinesepiscopalchurch.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2010/12/26th-Sunday-after-Pentecost-Proper-28-November-13-2016.pdf)

http://staugustinesepiscopalchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/26th-Sunday-after-Pentecost-Proper-28-November-13-2016.pdf
http://staugustinesepiscopalchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/26th-Sunday-after-Pentecost-Proper-28-November-13-2016.pdf
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In‑House @ St.Augie’s
Churchapedia 

Jim O’Grady Comments on Church Practice
The Bread of Heaven and the Cup of Salvation

One of the emphases in the Eucharistic 
catechesis I received as a child was in 
regard to the sacredness of the com-

munion wafer. The priest alone was allowed to 
touch the consecrated host, the Body of Christ. 
From the moment of consecration, the rubrics 
required him to keep the thumb and index fin-
ger of each hand together until they were ritually 
washed after communion. Those receiving the 
Eucharist had the host placed on their tongues 
by the priest.

In retrospect, such an understanding empha-
sized the physicality of the Eucharist to the 
detriment of its spiritual meaning for the com-
munity gathered and designated as the body of 
Christ. It also seems far removed from how we 
imagine the meal Jesus shared with his disciples 
the evening before his death: bread and wine 
passed among friends, with the promise that 
he would be with them whenever and wherever 
such a meal was shared in the future.

St. Paul reminded those who were baptized that 
they were called to specific and complementary 
ministries within the church. Christ’s own min-
istry was to continue through the ministry of his 
people. But the clericalization of the priesthood 
over time led to the falling away of lay minis-
tries, and the concentration of those ministries 
in the person and actions of the priest.

Following the liturgical renewal of the Second 

Vatican Council and the revision of the Book 
of Common Prayer, lay ministries were revived. 
The National Canons of the Episcopal Church 
permit the licensing of lay persons to engage in a 
variety of ministries, including Eucharistic Min-
isters and Eucharistic Visitors. Diocesan bishops 
establish guidelines and requirements for these 
ministries, and training usually takes place on 
the parish level.

Full restoration of lay ministries, in particular 
Eucharistic ministry, has been slow and incre-
mental: from the Roman Catholic (and some 
Episcopalian dioceses’) designation of EMs/
EVs as “extraordinary”—functioning only when 
insufficient clergy members are available—to 
the dropping of the word “lay” from the title of 
the ministry in the Canons, to discarding the 
distinction between ministers of the bread and 
ministers of the cup. Any baptized, trained, and 
licensed person may distribute the “consecrated 
elements.” This serves to reinforce the words of 
St. Augustine of Hippo, who reminds us that 
“what you receive is the mystery that means you. 
It is to what you are that you reply ‘Amen,’ and 
by so replying you express your assent. What 
you hear, you see, is the body of Christ, and you 
answer, ‘Amen.’ So be a member of the body of 
Christ, in order to make that ‘Amen’ true.”
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CHURCH STAFF

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

The Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton 
Rector
Molly Grimm 
Parish Administrator 
David Locke  
Parish Musician
Rob Anderson
Bookkeeper
Sheila Foster 
Childcare

Open
Senior Warden
Open
Junior Warden
Nancy Ruff 
Treasurer

CONVENTION

VESTRY

TABULATORS

EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

LECTORS

WORSHIP LEADERS

ALTAR GUILD

SOPHIA SINGERS

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

GREETERS

USHERS

ANIMAL MINISTRY

ARTS & AESTHETICS

GARDENS

COLUMBARIUM

ENDOWMENT FUND

EPISCOPAL PEACE FELLOWSHIP

GREENING

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

INTEGRITY

MISSION SUNDAY OFFERING 

QUIET TIME

SCHOLARSHIP

ADULT FORUMS

STEWARDSHIP

Dick Hall, M.K Sandford, Bob Dial, Marilyn Hill, 
Frank Shirbroun, Elaine Ludtke, Celia Metz, Bert Speir, 
Mic Kissinger, Susan Sandri Clerk

Diane Lantz, Dick Hall, Arnelle Hall, Dann Jergesen 
Delegates 

Br. Richard Tussey Lead Tabulator

Nancy Ruff Coordinator, Rebecca Reid Scheduling

Albert Rose, Margaret Schultz, Diane Lantz,  
Ron St. George

Frank Shirbroun Contact

Melisa Doss, Carole Hansen Coordinators

Rob Anderson, Melisa Doss Mentors

Open Director

Margaret Schultz, Brian Reid Contacts

Susan Sandri Chair

Art Taylor 8:00, Trevor Arnold 10:30 Scheduling

Diana Klein Contact

Beverley Babson Coordinator

Kate Anderson Chair

Dick Hall Contact

Ted Brookes Chair, Grant Heiken Secretary

Pat Brookes 8:00, Open 10:30 Coordinators

Ron St. George Convener

Ron St. George Chair

Meade Brown

Chris Lubinski Convener

Joan Johnson Chair

Brian Reid Contact and Scheduling

Margaret Schultz 8:00, Rebecca Reid 10:30 Scheduling

Ted Brookes David Locke Parish Musician

Personnel

CHOIR
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January Calendar

B I R T H D A Y S EVENTS A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Sunday
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I (followed by coffee/fellowship and Adult Forums)

10:30 am Eucharist Rite II (with music, church school & child care, followed by coffee/fellowship)

Monday
5:30 pm Solemn Evensong (with incense)

Tuesday
7:00 pm Quiet Time Meditation

Wednesday
10:00 am  Eucharist and Holy Unction (prayers for healing)

SERVICE SCHEDULE

  1. Beth Sizer

  2. Celia & Terry Metz,  
      Women’s Bible Study 9:30A  

  3. Ashley McConnaughey 

  4. Devon Irmer, Narcotics Anonymous 7P

  5. Ann Fruechte 

  6. Dawn Collins, Jack Levit, Lyn DeShong,  
      Egon & Laina Molbak

  7. Genevieve & Gilbert Nyerges 

  8. Alan Hancock

  9. Diana Klein, Women’s Bible Study 9:30A 

11. Gaither Kodis, Mike Seymour, Narcotics 
      Anonymous 7P 

12. Molly Grimm, Nettie & Pete Snyder, Vestry  
      Meeting 4:30P

13. Jack Wallock, Jim Norman, Jennie & Devon  
      Irmer

15. Barry Levit, Elizabeth Hancock 

16. Bob Mann, Jo Davies, Women’s Bible Study  
      9:30A

17. Claree Vandegrift, Jody Levit, Laura  
      Luginbill

18. Narcotics Anonymous 7P

19. Dick Hall, Glen Corell, Judie Hoiseth

22. Isabel Neddow, Ray Haman

23. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A 

24. Hugh Tocheny 

25. Narcotics Anonymous 7P

28. Terry Bible 

29. Joan Focht, Lynda Dial, Combined Service  
      9:30A

30. Women’s Bible Study 9:30A
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Sabbatical Report: Rev. Nigel Taber-Hamilton read approximately 20 books, particularly on sys-
tems theory and congregational development, along with several devotional works. Nigel and Se-
nior Warden Bert Speir complimented Rev. Susan Gaumer on her service to the parish during the 
sabbatical.

Pastoral Care: The Senior Warden commended the rector, Bev Babson, Margaret Schultz, Lynda 
Dial, and Julie Spangler for their care for and ministry to Ron St. George.

Planning for the Future: The Vestry approved appointment of a Long Range Planning Committee 
of five members with at least one Vestry member. Responsibilities include review/assess all aspects of 
life at St. Augustine’s; ascertain hopes and expectations of all constituencies in congregation; envi-
sion all aspects of our future life together; recommendations with respect to future staffing needs, 
both lay and clergy; recommendations to the form our congregational life will take in the future; 
periodic progress reports to the Vestry; final report to the Vestry on or before, January 1, 2018.

Nigel will assemble a focus group to discuss different philosophical bases for church models to 
determine which seems to fit our function/aspirations, what leadership should look like to fit the 
model, and related concerns.  

Rector Compensation: Approved unchanged salary from 2016 for 2017 (parish has gone from a “C” 
to “D” congregation); approved health and dental coverage at $13,761 for 2017.

2017 Pledge Information: Stewardship Chair Meade Brown reported that 56 units have pledged 
for a total of $156,675. Correcting the total of the 100 pledges for 2016 changed projected pledge 
income down from $259,153 to $249,846.44

Monthly Financial Review: In light of the illness of Treasurer Ron St. George, the Vestry approved 
removing his access and check-signing authority for any and all accounts with US Bank Corp. and 
with Vanguard Inc. Approved the following as signatories on the main checking account: Bev Bab-
son, Susan Sandri, Bert Speir, Nigel Taber-Hamilton. Approved the following to have access to and 

Vestry Recap November 2016
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authority over the Vanguard Inc. account: Bev Babson, Susan Sandri, Bert Speir.

Endowment Fund Withdrawal: Approved the annual 5% EF withdrawal for 2017 and that $6,000 
of the $38,386 be distributed to MSO recipients and $4,000 to the scholarship fund.

Sister Churches: Approved request to Sister Churches program to return the $2,300 they have in 
holding for us.

West Gift: A gift of $2,500 in memory of late parishioner Ellen Black was approved to be applied to 
the cost of the irrigation system approved in October.

Nominations Committee: The committee, composed of Bill Skubi, Meade Brown, Celia Metz, 
Elaine Ludtke, and Bert Speir, will recruit three new Vestry members, two convention alternates 
and a Treasurer.

Budget Committee: The committee, composed of Bill Skubi, Meade Brown, Bert Speir, and Nigel, 
will draft the 2017 budget before the next Vestry meeting.

Annual Meeting, Part I: To be held December 11 between services.

Implementation of Vestry Goals: 

Attention to our Physical Plant: Replacement of the compromised windows in the Parish Hall is 
delayed until December.

More detailed minutes are posted in the hallway off the narthex after Vestry approval.

Meetings of the Vestry are open to all parishioners.
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Adult Forums: January
Ted Brookes Presents

January has overtaken us like express-train winds roaring down the Fraser Pass out of Cana-
da. December has long since disappeared from our rearview window. The November election 
results have been relegated to the far reaches of our cerebral cortex. Now, it’s time to take stock,  

        make some meaningful resolutions, and determine how we can best make a positive differ-
ence in the world. My fondest hope is that the Sunday adult forum lineup for January will serve as 
a catalyst for such action. The world, our country, and our communities certainly need our help in 
one form or another. The forum schedule will feature two lectures on the epistles first thought to be 
written by Paul, but now are attributed to unknown authors. The last two lectures will be on our 
environmental series titled “Saving the Ocean”, where ordinary people like you or me are taking 
innovative steps to preserve our marine resources. 

Specific forum dates, subject matter, and presenters are provided below: 

1 January - New Year’s Day - No forum is scheduled. 

8 January - The Deutero-Pauline Epistles. There are six letters in the New Testament whose au-
thorship continues to be disputed by modern scholars. The first group, 2 Thessalonians, Colossians, 
and Ephesians, are commonly called the “Deutero-Pauline” epistles because they have a secondary 
standing in the Pauline corpus. They are considered to be pseudonymous. In this lecture, most of 
the attention will focus on Ephesians, which emphasizes the unity of Jew and Gentile in Christ, 
but does not appear to have come from Paul’s pen. There are places in the epistle that stand at odds 
with Paul’s own writings, in particular, Paul’s view that Christians have already been raised up with 
Christ to experience life everlasting in heaven. Ted Brookes presents. 

15 January - The Pastoral Epistles. The letters of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are called “Pastoral” 
epistles because they tell pastors how to conduct their duties to the church. “Timothy” is presumed 
to be the pastor of the church in Ephesus and “Titus” is the pastor of the church on the Isle of 
Crete. They received these letters because problems had arisen in their churches, especially related 
to the presence of false teachers and internal issues of disorganization. By and large, scholars are 
convinced Paul did not write these letters. The author’s vocabulary and writing style are far removed 
from what we find in Paul’s own letters. In addition, the historical situation that they presuppose 
appears to be one that developed long after Paul’s day. For example, these epistles presuppose the 
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existence of a solitary pastor and a hierarchy of church authorities when Paul’s congregations had 
no main church leader. Moreover, women had a prominent role in Paul’s churches where the Pas-
toral Epistles insist that women exercise no authority in the church and should remain silent. Ted 
Brookes presents. 

22 January - Saving the Ocean, Swordfish, Part 2. In this episode, we join marine biologist Carl 
Safino on his continuing voyage with the harpoon fishermen from Nova Scotia as they hunt sword-
fish off Georges Bank. This form of fishing is the most humane method of sustaining the species 
while eliminating the wasteful slaughter of unwanted sea creatures by indiscriminate net and long 
line fishing. Despite overfishing for decades, George’s Bank remains a cornucopia of marine life 
and the swordfish continue to fish and thrive in its deep and plentiful waters. We will observe how 
the Harpoon Fishing Association boats have cooperatively joined together to establish a catch-fair 
system, limiting the number of swordfish each boat can land throughout the year. This quota meth-
od stabilizes the market place and maintains the swordfish population. Thus, human innovation 
has significantly contributed to the greatest large-fish recovery in decades with the swordfish. Ted 
Brookes presents. 

29 January - No forum is scheduled. Combined service.



24

On Monday, January 16 at 1:00 pm, on the day set aside to honor the nonviolent witness of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the annual Whidbey Martin Luther King, Jr. “Blessed Are the 
Peace Makers” community event will be held at St. Augustine’s. Complimentary salads 

and beverages will be served from 12 to 12:45 pm in Campbell Hall.

As in past years, a narrative read from the pulpit will interact with readings from the pews. This 
year the readings will focus on the martyrs of the Selma Voting Rights Campaign. Jimmy Lee Jack-
son, James Reeb, Viola Liuzzo and Jonathan Daniels were all murdered by opponents of civil rights 
advances.

The Selma Campaign resulted in the Voting Rights Act of 1965, an act that changed American 
politics. A culmination of this Act was the 2008 election of Barack Obama. But there is pushback. 
Laws and practices intending to suppress voting and disproportionately target people of color are 
common today in many states. Racial profiling is practiced by law enforcement, and massive incar-
ceration in the United States disproportionately impacts people of color. People of color are much 
more likely to be victims of police violence than their white brothers and sisters. The 2016 Pres-
idential campaign saw the president-elect begin his campaign by attempting to delegitimize our 
first African American president through the discredited “birther” movement. The campaign saw 
immigrants, people with disabilities, and Latinos denigrated. Bullying became an acceptable tactic, 
misogyny was expressed, white nationalists were given respectability, and many people with legit-
imate concerns were called “deplorables.” As a result of this campaign, multi-racialism, inclusion, 
tolerance, and nonviolence are under attack.

Consequently, this year’s Martin Luther King, Jr. event is especially significant as a community wit-
ness for inclusion and racial and gender justice. It is a time to honor the best attributes and values of 
American society. Make this Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday a day on, not a day off.

As always, music will be a key component of the service. The “Beloved Community” of the Civil 
Rights, or Black Freedom Movement, found strength and inspiration from music that reflected and 
included the gospel music of the Southern African American churches. The Whidbey gathering 
will also draw strength and inspiration from this music. The Trinity Lutheran Music Minister, Karl 
Olsen, will again lead the singing.

The “Blessed Are the Peace Makers” community event is planned, organized, and implemented by 
the St. Augustine’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship. Over thirty individuals will serve as readers, and set 
up the church and salad bar for this event.

“The aftermath of nonviolence is the creation of the beloved community. The aftermath of nonviolence is 
redemption. The aftermath of nonviolence is reconciliation. The aftermath of violence is emptiness and 
bitterness.” (Martin Luther King, Jr., 1957)

Blessed are the PeacemakersDick Hall
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Friends of Friends Medical Support Fund is a community-supported fund offering financial 
help to South Whidbey residents with medically-related expenses they cannot afford to pay. 
Friends of Friends limits its assistance to those who live in Clinton, Freeland, Langley, and 

Greenbank neighborhoods.

Friends of Friends serves as a community safety net, easing the burden of unexpected medical 
expenses. We can help with:

•	 Prescription or over-the-counter medications

•	 Visits to health professionals

•	 Hospitals and laboratory bills

•	 Ferry tickets and gas vouchers for treatment on the mainland

•	 Medical supplies and equipment

Friends of Friends is guided by an all-volunteer board and one part-time paid service coordinator who 
performs intake evaluations and authorizes payment for services.

Friends of Friends was started in 1997. In its first ten years, the organization helped about one thousand 
people with a little less than $400,000 in medical expenses. Now celebrating its 16th year, FoF has 
distributed over a million dollars in donations, all raised from within the generous South Whidbey 
community, to help over 2000 of our neighbors with medical expenses.

Friends of Friends volunteers are not caseworkers, do not give medical advice, and cannot make medical 
referrals.

Friends of Friends serves people who live on South Whidbey: zip codes 98236, 98260, 98249, and 98253. 

Friends of Friends sets dollar limits on how much we can help any one individual over the course of a year 
in order to meet the needs of as many people as possible.

Friends of Friends does not reimburse individuals for bills already paid. We make no direct payments to 
individuals, but pay only providers of medical services such as health professionals, hospitals, labs, or phar-
macies, and to the ferry system for medically necessary travel.

Friends of Friends helps with dental needs only in situations with medical implications, and covers only 
those complementary or alternative medical therapies with a proven record of efficacy when used for a spe-
cific medical condition.

Friends of Friends provides services to residents of South Whidbey without regard to race, gender, age, eth-
nic background, or sexual orientation.

M S O
Mission Sunday Offering January 2017

Friends of FriendsBrian Reid
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If you are in search of a nice cup of tea and like to sit in the presence of a grace-filled person, 
give Jillian Hershberger a call. She lives in a warren of condos in Langley which reminds me of 
the casual approach to address assignments that can be found in Tokyo. Nevertheless, the con-

dos are a short walk to the main streets of Langley, and Jillian’s neighbors and the local mailman 
seemed happy to help me get to the correct one. 

Recently I had a lovely lunch and chat with Jillian. We ate lentil soup and a muffin and chewed 
up topics as diverse as labor compensation and the political scene and children’s literature and our 
grandchildren. Jillian, a self-starter, has lived in places in the United States that have brought her 
in touch with a variety of cultural attitudes from Washington D.C. suburbs to Santa Fe to Langley.  
She even spent ten years living in the coal fields of West Virginia as a coal miner’s wife. She sort 
of accidentally set out to become a children’s librarian and later worked for the Waldorf School 
system, just because she wanted to. Now retired, Jillian spends a good deal of her time enjoying 
spiritual connections, including weekday Mass at St. Hubert’s, choral music, healing services, and 
bird watching. Having dealt with a serious illness and the death of a child, Jillian radiates that 
sort of life source that survivors of loss and illness often project. She knows what is important and 
what is trivial. She appreciates the care of many people who watched over her during her illness. 
At times when we most need them, those we love find themselves at our sides. When her illness 
became apparent, her husband Fred was there to get Jillian to the hospital. Fred’s usual residence is 
an ashram in India. He has made a commitment to help with printing, publishing—and sometimes 
priestly duties—and comes occasionally to the U.S. to recharge his batteries. (I spotted him recently 
helping with clean-up after a musical event at St. Augustine’s.) Fred and Jillian both project that sort 
of openness and serenity that appeals to any stranger they meet.

I was particularly impressed with Jillian’s determination to climb the hill on a daily basis to 
arrive at St. Hubert’s by 8:15 am in order to participate in Mass. Here Jillian has created a small 
community of friends who join with her to receive communion and listen to Father Rick share his 
thoughts. She has made it a habit because of the healing that comes from the walk and from the 
act of committing. Jillian also finds community at St. Augustine’s; she and I agreed that making 
connections at St. Augustine’s comes easily since we are embraced and welcomed even though we 
come from somewhere else. The traditions and ritual we find at church are comforting but not 
stifling. And during this time of political uncertainty, we both hope for a future for ourselves and 
for our grandchildren that speaks to the basic goodness of humanity and resonates with our cultural 
upbringings of plain living.

Getting to Know

Jillian Hershberger
Alice O’Grady
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“Here’s looking at you, Kid.” From the same pond as the Egret, page 13.
photo by Albert Rose
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