
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                  A Celebration of Christ’s Healing Ministry 

 Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

 
 

In The Woods 

 

An  Episcopal Church serving Whidbey Island 
Compassion - Commitment - Community - Reverence - Reconciliation 

A Greening Congregation 

 

 



A Celebration of Christ’s Healing Ministry 

Today we remember Channing Moore Williams 

Missionary Bishop to China and Japan 
  
Acclamation     

Presider: Blessed are you, holy and living God. 
People: You come to your people and set them free. 
 

Collect For Purity      

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Presider:   Lord, have mercy. 

People: Christ, have mercy. 

Presider: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect of the Day 

Presider:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

O God, who in your providence called Channing Moore Williams to the ministry of 

this church and gave him the gifts and the perseverance to preach the Gospel in new 

lands: Inspire us, by his example and prayers, to commit our talents to your service, 

confident that you uphold those whom you call; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lesson   Acts 1: 1-9 

Reader:   A reading from the Book of Acts 
 

 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, 

he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 

Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So 

when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 



periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

 People: Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 96: 1-7 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 
 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 
 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

 

The Gospel Luke 10: 1-12    

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 

town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into 

the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the 

road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is 

there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return 



to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for 

the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever 

you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the 

sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets 

and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest 

against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ I tell you, on that 

day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.” 
 

Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon 
 
From the very first, those who had known Jesus and accepted him as the Messiah, 

became missionaries.  We don’t always think of them as such.  Missionaries in our 

vocabular often mean someone or some group who are sent to faraway places to 

spread the Gospel.  But in the big picture, missionaries are those who tell the story 

of Jesus, sent from God to bring the kingdom of God into the world.   
 

Of course the kingdom of God had always been in the world.  From the beginning, 

from creation all that was the world, was God’s kingdom.  It was only lent to 

human beings to have for a while, to manage and to live within until the end of 

time.  But, being human, we forgot that we were living in God’s kingdom.  And so, 

in the fullness of time, the story goes, God sent God’s Son into the world.   In the 

words of John’s Gospel, God sent God’s Son to live among us as a human being.   
 

The Hebrew people were historically a nomadic people.  Nomads since the time 

that Abraham and Sarah obeyed God’s summons to leave what was familiar and 

journey into the land that God would show them.  So, when the gospel writer John 

speaks of the Word coming to live among us the word actually means to pitch his 

tent among us.  It was a powerful image for the Jews living under Roman 

occupation.  God was sending God’s Son to cast God’s lot with them against the 

secular power.  
 

The power of the image took some getting used to.  It did not mean that God would 

overthrow the Roman power. It was not a violent power but a power built on the 

commandments to love God and love neighbor, thereby loving oneself as well.  It 

was a power built on peace and brought by the Prince of Peace, the Messiah.  

Those to whom Jesus came as a human being knew well the truth of the statement 

that the gospel of Luke.  “Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.”   



 

The kingdom of God had come near or at least the eyes of some were opened to 

see again the kingdom which had always been there.  Another way of thinking of 

the phrase “come near” is “at hand”. The kingdom has always been at hand, so 

close that it is within our touch and within our grasp.  But we need to see that 

kingdom with the eyes of faith. 
 

So it was with Channing Moore Williams, Bishop to China and Japan in the early 

20th century.  Remember that these Asian countries were highly civilized, simply 

not in the way recognized by the West.  Williams at ordination when first to China 

and then Japan to be a missionary.  To tell the story and bring recognition of the 

kingdom of God that was very near and always had been. 
 

The first convert to Christianity was a cause for great celebration.  The first 

convert, and there was only one, took seven years of diligent work before the story 

of God and Jesus was accepted.  We are told in the book of Acts, how Peter, 

preaching after the resurrection was responsible for 3,000 being added to the 

church in a single day, from a single sermon.  And Williams who preached the 

same simple message, was not to see anyone accept that message for 7 years. 
 

I think the lesson for us all is to be learned both from Peter and from Channing 

Williams.  The results are not ours to be concerned with.  Our part is simply to tell 

the story, to show in our lives the way in which Christianity makes a difference, to 

grasp that kingdom that is very near and to trust God that the rest will come to pass 

in God’s good time.  We are all missionaries, both near and far, missionaries where 

ever we find ourselves.  

  
 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  



 For us and for our salvation  

    he came down from heaven:  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

    and was made human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again  

    in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven  

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

    and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

    and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

A Litany of Healing Form 1 

 

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers. 

 

 The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. 
 

God the Holy One, your will for all people is health and salvation; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more 

abundantly; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 



Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured or disabled, that they 

may be made whole;   

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or 

despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of 

mind and serenity of spirit;  

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Bless physicians, nurses, first responders, and all others who minister to the 

suffering, granting them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience;   

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation 

of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved;   

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, 

and in the world;   

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

 

You are the Lord who does wonders; 

You have declared your power among the peoples. 
 

With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 

And in your light we see light. 
 

Hear us, O Lord of life: 

Heal us and make us whole. 
 

a period of silence follows. 

 
 

Holy One, accept the prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies look 

with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 

lover of souls, and to you we give glory.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Confession 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing 

your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 

and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the 

evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 

strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will.  Amen. 
 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

In the place of laying on of hands and anointing, the following takes place 

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

Holy Scripture teaches us that Jesus healed many who were sick as a sign of the 

reign of God come near, and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing 

through prayer in his name. 
 

While we are not able to be together in person, the ministry of healing and prayer 

continue without ceasing.  The laying on of hands and the anointing with holy oil 

are the outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ and 

available to all who accept them in faith.   
 

I pray that you will be strengthened and filled with God’s grace and that you may 

know the healing power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

The Offertory 
Presider: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God.   

 

 

 

 



The Great Thanksgiving ~ Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Presider:   The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Presider:   All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true 

and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,  the Wisdom from on high 

by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed 

the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth 

and gave breath to humankind.  
 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 

journey; and so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 

and all creation as we shout with joy:  
 

Presider and People  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 

called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage 

and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to 

share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a 

fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, 

brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend 

for us.  
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:  “Take, eat, this 

is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out 

for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 



And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 

and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts 

your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  
 

Presider and People  

Dying, you destroyed our death.  

Rising, you restored our life.  

Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may 

be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s 

power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in 

the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed Augustine, 

Channing Moore Williams, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  
 

Presider and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

         on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Breaking of the Bread 

Presider:   Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People:     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy things for holy people. 

 

Those experiencing this liturgy at home are invited to pray:  

 

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my 

wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the 

image of your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over 

every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

Silence is kept 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  Amen. 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Presider: Let us pray.  

Presider and People:  

Good and gracious God, Holy One in our midst: we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of 

glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup 

bring life to others; we whom the spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us 

firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be 

free, and the whole earth live to praise your name. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

Presider:  May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.  May the peace 

of Christ abound in our hearts.  May we be enriched by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Presider: Alleluia, Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 



Prayer List for St. Augustine's: 
Eric Reid, Nancy Pendergast, Ianna King, Lorainne Bayes, Blythe Hewitt, 
Alex Roe, Andrea Roe, Beth & Mark Gearhart, Barbara Self, Barbara 
Houston, Kathryn Rickert, Lori Morrison, Fr Valery, Greg Murphy, Brian 
Van Wetter, Julie Bird, Joy & Craig Johnson, Sylvia Brooksbank, David 
Roe, Paul Louden, Lydia Coats, Colleen Corbett, Deacon Dennis & Linda 
McManis, Kris Jaeger, Lisa Rohlfing, Debby Denno, Katie Reid, Diana 
Lindsey, Levi Doss, Amanda King,  Jim Christiansen, Carole Halsan,  
Debbie Wright, Peter Martin, Pete & Nettie Snyder, Katrina, Nadia, & 
Derek, Marianne Tuttle & family, Chris  Lubinski, Ed Klein, Roger 
Howarth, Tom Bauling, Sydney McCready, Vina Kazsmarcek, Ray 
Kazsmarcek, LaurieJean, Nancy Cox, Babs & Gary Stone, Margaret 
Schultz, Peggy Mitchell, Nancy Paris, Tim Smith, Audrey Taie & family, all 
of the people at Maple Ridge, Elliot Kearns & family, Austin Skubi, Lynn 
Willeford, Gavin Campbell, Ana Kinkaid, Suzy Palmer, Mark Halloran, 
John Meyer, Talia Petosa, Gary Smith, Janie Warren, Jonathan Morgan & 
Dana Bublitz, Ruth Epstein, Alice O’Grady, Fr. Alexander Tkachenko, 
Dannette Masterson, Cary Dial, Jill Uhacz, Diana Klein, Vickie Russo, Rick 
Schutte, Jim Ramler, Marjorie Portin, Jody Heiken, Christen Herman, 
Dean Muncey, and Carol Ryan. 
 

Prayers for people who work on the front lines: 
All those who are in the food supply chain, the farm workers, processors, 
delivery folks and the people in our local grocery stores 
Karen Fay – Psychiatric Nurse, VA Hospital, Seattle 
Maureen Masterson – Compass Health 
Renee Wilson, Nurse, Columbus Regional Hospital, Columbus, IN 
Cheyenne Wilson, Nursing Asst, Columbus Regional Hospital, Columbus, IN 
Tommy Hanson – US Naval Hospital 
Keith - Paramedic 
Dawn Meyer, Psychologist, Seattle 
Mark Taylor, Healthcare worker 
Alysia Doss - ICU Nurse 
Paulette Bishoff, Nurse 
Christopher Doss, Home Health worker 
Diana DiBiase, VA Hospital, Seattle 
Liviya Thoreson Whyte, Hospitalist Providence 
Lisa Dillon Lantz, Nurse 
Amber Halligan, ICU Nurse 



Sean Plattner - firefighter EMT 
Matt Idso, Scientist - Institute for Systems Biology 
Cricket Farr, Full Life Care, Seattle 
Amy Breuninger, Healthgiver  
Kenny Downs - Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 
Denny Huff, Firefighter 
April Wooderson - ER Nurse 
Brook Wooderson - Police Dept. 
Heather Wooderson - Police Dept. 
Candra Ramezani - Firefighter 
Lynsey Barker - Vascular Access Team at Swedish First Hill 
Austin Skubi - Social Worker - Providence, Everett 
The staff of Providence, Everett 
Karen Eaton - Social Worker UW Hospital 
Melissa Anthony EMT - Vancouver, WA fire department 
Peggy Sinclair E.R. nurse Port Townsend WA 
Staff at Careage, Coupeville, WA 
Marshall Corson, Cardiologist UW Hospital  
Kelly Jo Sandri, MD, Truman Hospital Missouri 
Lesa Bjork, RN, ICU Harborview 
Michela Mattens, Nurse, Providence Everett 
Debra Shreckenghost, ICU Nurse 
Larry Laissue - President Kyocera N.W. IT and document support for 
essential services 
Andy Laissue - Assistant Manager Safeway, Chico CA 
 
 

 


