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ST. AUGUSTINE'S in-the-Woods Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2021 

1. Call to Order   The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony called the meeting to order at 3:06 PM.   This 

was a hybrid meeting. All regular Vestry members were present in Campbell Hall, including 

Canon Joan, Sr. Warden Susan Campbell Sandri, Jr. Warden Mic Kisinger, Bernie Barker, 

Joan Johnson, Stephen Schwarzmann, Bill Skubi. Treasurer Nancy Ruff and Vestry Clerk MK 

Sandford, both officers met with Vestry via Zoom.  Guest: Barbara Graham (for the 

discussion of the Easement Research Task Force) 

2. Interim's report   Rev Canon Joan Anthony 

a) Outside Groups Meeting in St. Augustine’s.  Rev. Canon Joan Anthony announced 

that Narcotics Anonymous (NA) would like to hold an additional meeting in the undercroft on 

Sunday evenings beginning at 6:30 PM.  (They regularly meet on Wednesday night in the 

undercroft) Vestry agreed to do this as a trial (starting this Sunday) It may be a temporary 

situation; their regular meeting place is St. Peter’s Lutheran.   

b) Canon Joan suggests that we have no new outside groups meeting in the church 

until September.  Any groups meeting in the church would be told that they must leave if 

Governor locks us down again  

c)  Piano Lessons. A visitor to our area from Michigan, would like to teach music 

lessons virtually from our church. These questions were directed to Chancellor Laura Valente. 

Chancellor Laura raised an IRS issue that can be addressed as follows: anyone profiting from 

the use of our building should pay a nominal fee which would bring us into compliance with 

the IRS. Vestry suggested requiring a 10% fee to the church. Canon Joan will discuss with the  

individual. 

d) New COVID Protocol. Canon Joan will be putting together a new protocol for 

“church in the time of COVID” because, as of June 30th, there will be no regulations by 

Governor Inslee. First Sunday after that will be July 4th.  What does this mean for our 

Congregation? Senior Warden Susan suggests using Campbell Hall for services this summer. 

This suggestion has wide and enthusiastic support among Vestry, recalling that we’ve used 

Campbell Hall in other summers for worship. Canon Joan invites feedback. She will consult 

with Dr. Marshall Corson on the new protocol for worship. 

e) Resignation of Rev. Peter Rood.  Canon Joan announced that Rev. Peter Rood will 

not be returning as Rector of St. Stephen’s Episcopal in Oak Harbor. Rev Rood had taken a 

three month leave of absence following the death of his wife.  He’s informed the church that 

he will not be returning. 

3. Clerk’s Report    MK Sandford, Clerk 

 MOTION that the Vestry approve the May 19, 2021 minutes as written 

 

First Susan Sandri Second Joan Johnson  Carried Unanimously 
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4.  Senior Warden’s Report  Susan Campbell Sandri, Senior Warden 

a) Welcome Table assignments.  Susan distributed Welcome Table assignments. If you cannot 

work a particular day, please arrange a trade yourself and let Molly know. 

      b) Insurance Coverage. Susan responded to the annual survey of our insurance company.  

Discussion focused on our outdoor areas including the Columbarium and the bronze statues. Our 

coverage at present is $50,000. Susan noted it wouldn’t be sufficient to cover the St. Francis 

statue or to replace a bay of niches. The vestry authorized Susan to investigate the cost of raising 

coverage to 75,000 or 100,000. 

d) Parish Picnic is confirmed for August 29th at Diane’s and Grethe’s home.  

      
5) Junior Wardens' Report   Mic Kisinger       

   - 

a) Mic is looking into switching to LED lights in place of fluorescent side lights in the 

nave.  Bill Skubi will investigate the pricing of these lights. 

b) Cleaning of pew cushions is scheduled for July 6th. 

c) Alder Guild   

 Mic noted that we can hire Bruce Bell to use a forestry mulcher to clear black 

berries on the property.  His bid is for $2174.00.  (We will see if he can also clear drain field).  

Canon Joan suggested that Mic and others with the Alder Guild talk with Ted Brooks, on behalf 

of the Greening Committee, about clearing activities. Nancy noted that Endowment Funds or 

Kornfield could be used to pay for this work. 

d) Functions of a Church Safety Officer.  Mic deferred discussion and will speak to MK, 

as former Jr. Warden, about this. 

e)  We are still in the process of hiring a mowing service.     

    

 
6) Treasurer's report / Finances:             Treasurer Nancy Ruff         

  

a) Nancy invited questions relating to previously distributed materials (Treasurer’s Report, 

Balance Sheet). There were no questions. 

 

b) Nancy discussed questions relating to the pest control at the church. Surety Pest Control is 

our current service. The prices went up 13%. (Surety apparently has been sold to Orkin, 

and a lot of technicians left. Nancy got estimates from All Island Pest Control and 

suggests that we begin using them. 

 

MOTION … move that the Vestry authorize a change in pest control services to All 

Island Pest Control for the duration of a year.  

First: Stephen Schwarzman Second: Susan Campbell Sandri   Carried Unanimously 

.  

Nancy will call All Island Pest Control 
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c. Approval of the Members of the Budget & Finance Committee 

 

MOTION: that the Vestry approve the members of the Budget & Finance Committee: 

Canon Joan Anthony, Interim Priest Dr. Susan Sandri, Senior Warden; Mic Kisinger, Junior 

Warden; Dr. Nancy Ruff, Treasurer; Dann Jergenson, Stewardship Chair; Barbara Graham, 

Bonnie Kodis, Ron McKinnell 

First: Susan Campbell Sandri Second: Stephen Schwarzmann Carried Unanimously 

 
RATIONALE: The Policies and Procedures for Business and Accounting specify a 

Budget & Finance Committee which shall include the Rector, the Wardens, the Treasurer(s), the 

Stewardship Chair and other parish members as invited by the chair of the committee. It is 

responsible for assuring that the parish is in conformity with the financial Canons of the 

Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Olympia. It is also responsible for preparing the annual 

budget.  

 

7.   Old Business Vestry sub-committees' recommendations            

  

 a) Mutual Ministry Agreement     Item moved to July  

b) Covid Tithe distribution     Joan Johnson 

Joan Johnson introduced the Vestry to the Essential Needs Program for people 

who have needs that cannot be met elsewhere.  Whidbey Community Foundation and 

Goosefoot are currently raising money for the Essential Needs Program. The latter works 

with other groups such as Opportunity Council.  Joan suggested that we donate funds to 

this program. 

 

MOTION: that the Vestry authorize a donation of $1,500 to the Essential Needs 

Program 

1st Joan Johnson  2nd Susan Campbell Sandri    Carried Unanimously 

.  

Joan will provide Nancy with the name and address for the check. 

 

c) Technology. Stephen: Helping Teresa on Survey Monkey.   

 

d)Easement Research Task Force  

  **This discussion was moved to the beginning of Vestry meeting because Task 

Force Member Barbara Graham was in attendance. Other members of the Easement Research 

Task Force are Nancy Ruff and Joan Johnson. The group formed just before the COVID crisis 

to determine if the roadway from Honeymoon Bay Road into the St. Augustine’s parking lot 

and continuing to Bercot is an “easement.” This work was prompted when a homeowner, 

James Schuler, who uses the roadway, wished to put a “Private Drive” sign at the entrance to 

the St. Augustine’s parking lot. 

  Prior to the meeting, Senior Warden Susan provided Vestry members with exhibits 

(obtained by the Task Force).  This includes a letter by Barbara Graham to Vestry reporting 

on the activities of the Task Force. 

  Information about the easement was shared with Chancellor Laura Valente but she 

has not yet provided an opinion to the Vestry. Therefore, Vestry could not set a course of 

action at this time. 
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8.  New Business                   

a. Canon Joan told Vestry about a five-week online Stewardship course, sponsored by the 

Diocese. Participants will meet on Sundays from 2-4 PM via Zoom.  By the end of the course, 

participants will have a “stewardship plan.”   

b. Approving membership on the Stewardship Committee for 2021 

 

MOTION:  that the Vestry approve the members of the 2021 Stewardship Committee: 

Dann Jergenson, Chair; Meade Brown, Barry Haworth, Elaine Ludtke, Barbara Graham 

(replacing Isabel Neddow), the Rev. Canon Joan Anthony (ex-officio)  

1st Stephen Schwarzmann 2nd  Bernie Barker   Carried Unanimously  

 

   
  9. Executive Session    

  

At 5:35 P.M. The Vestry moved into Executive Session until 5:45 

   
10.   Calendar Review / Work for JUNE & JULY    

 JUNE: Thorough review of Policies & Procedures Manual every 3 years - obsolete 

 JULY: Independence Day holiday for clergy/staff 

  Stewardship committee meetings 

  Newcomer’s dinner hosted by Vestry 

11. Reminders  / Review         

 - Are we supporting our Interim enough in these high stress times? 

 - How did we do with our 5 core values?   

 Reverence, Reconciliation, Compassion, Commitment, Community 

 - What action needs to be taken, and who will take it?  Who will    

 communicate it? 

 

12.  Church Property walkabout  
 Suspended due to the time and will be rescheduled. 
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13.  Closing prayer and Adjournment 

 

 Meeting was adjourned at 5:35 

 

 

Next Vestry Meeting: June 30, 2021   w/ Rev. Canon Davison? 

 

Next regular Vestry Meeting:  July 21st, 2021 at 3PM? 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

 

 

 

 

Mary K. “MK” Sandford, Clerk of the Vestry   
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Tabled items 
 - Outreach & Evangelism proposal --Bill Skubi 

 - Strategic Cash Reserve Fund:  Yes?  How much and sources?  

 - new Long Range Planning Committee with focus on parish membership 

 - Concerts / donations / Music guild?  

 - combined service project with St. Stephen's    

 - Communications Committee (and P&Ps)   

 - Personnel P&Ps   (Diocesan document rec'd) 

 - Keys P&Ps           (note: Diocesan limitations on key distribution) 

 - revised Newcomers program  (Canon Joan with Rev. Dorian and others) 

 - Fragrances policy 

 


