
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

            The Day of Pentecost – Year A 

May 31, 2020 
 

In The Woods 
 

An  Episcopal Church serving Whidbey Island 
Compassion - Commitment - Community - Reverence - Reconciliation 

A Greening Congregation 



The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
 

Prelude:                                                  Ah! Cavaquinho                             Erothides de Campos 
 

Hymn: H516                              Come Down O Love Divine                 Down Ampney         

 
 
Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  



Collect For Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
Collect of the Day 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

Presider: Let us pray. 

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of 

your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore 

to rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Lesson:   Numbers 11:24-30  
Reader:      A reading from the Book of Numbers 

Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of the 

people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to 

him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the 

spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men remained in the 

camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were 

among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the 

camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp." 

And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, "My lord Moses, 

stop them!" But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's 

people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!" And Moses and the 

elders of Israel returned to the camp. 

Officiant: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 



 

Psalm 104:25-35 37 
 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 

in wisdom you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 

with its living things too many to number, * 

creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 

and there is that Leviathan, * 

which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 

to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 

you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 

you take away their breath, 

and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 

and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 

may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 

he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 

I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 

I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 

Hallelujah! 

 

 

Epistle Acts 2:1-21 

Reader:  A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 

on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 

heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 



our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 

new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 

Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what 

was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your   daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and 

women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show 

portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 

sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 

glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 

Officiant: The Word of the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Hymn: H513                      Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song               Bridegroom              

  



The Holy Gospel John 7:37-39 

Presider:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 

said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about the 

Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was 

not yet glorified. 

Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

 

The Sermon The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony 

  

Several years ago, while browsing in a bookstore, I came across a series for young readers.  

Having nieces and nephews whose love of books I wanted to nurture, I was intrigued.  These 

books were arranged so that the reader had to make choices along the way.  The choices 

influenced the direction and outcome of the story.  The story began.  When the plot thickened 

and came to a fork in the road, the reader was offered a choice.  If one chose option A they were 

directed to a certain page and the story continued.  If one chose option B, they were directed to a 

different page and the story continued in an alternative manner.  This might happen two or three 

times during the book.  It was, I thought, a creative way to engage the young reader and help 

them make the story their own.   

 A wise man, and an author, once said, “story is the way we make sense of the world.”  I 

believe that is true.  God has gifted us with several ways to take in data and make decisions.  We 

can receive an explanation which engages our intellect, we can react to words which might 

engage our emotions, phrases can cause physical feeling which engages our body.  Story engages 

all of these parts of us and more.  Story draws on the whole of our being.   

 Think about the way we describe good stories.  Adventures are described as spine 

tingling, mysteries may cause us to shiver, biography will engage our imagination as we 

vicariously live the life being described.  We are called upon to use our whole being to make 

sense of the story and thus to make sense of a portion of the world being portrayed.   

 Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  Pentecost reminds us of the story of how God 

has been with human beings since the beginning.  The historian and Anglican Bishop, N. T. 

Wright maintains that there is only one story, with many sub-stories or plots.  The one story 

begins with creation and moves down through the centuries to our present day.  Wright goes on 

to say; “The foundation story of Judaism, to which all other stories were subsidiary, was of 

course the story of the Bible.  As the biblical tradition grew and developed, the stories it 

contained, and the single story which holds them all together grew with it, and the different 

elements interacted upon one another in a multitude of ways.”  Much like the young readers 

series I discovered in the bookstore years ago, the biblical story has many forks in the road.  

People arriving at the forks made choices that effected the next chapter of the tale.   Abraham 

could have refused to leave home, Solomon could have sought wealth and power instead of 

wisdom.  Mary could have said no to the angel Gabriel and Paul could have continued to 

persecute the church. The outcome was never in doubt, the outcome was and is the redemption of 

the world, the whole world in God’s good time.  But God, in God’s wisdom gives us and 



important part in the creation of the story.  We have choice and can alter the way the story moves 

forward by our decisions.   Scholars will tell you that the biblical story is a narrative of salvation 

history.  That’s a scholarly way of saying that there is only one story and we are all a part of that 

one story in different ways.  In Wrights words: “The basic story concerned the creator God and 

the world, and focused upon Israel’s place as the covenant people…”.  The story of the covenant 

people of God in the midst of the world began with Creation.     Then came the patriarchs with 

Abraham as God’s answer to the fall of Adam.    The patriarchs and matriarchs were to be the 

models of the life God called Israel and eventually all humanity to live.  The patriarchs and 

matriarchs were nomads who had been promised land, the promise of a home filled with 

abundance.  But, before they achieved that promise, there came a fork in the road.  Israel fell into 

slavery in Egypt.  After many long years, they were rescued by God in the person of Moses.  

Until that time God had seemed to them to be very remote, disinterested, yet God had seen their 

pain and planned liberation.  Moses led the Israelites out of slavery and into the unknown desert 

to prepare them for a life lived trusting God.  Part of that trust was accepting and keeping the 

Covenant, the 10 commandments given in the desert at Sinai.   

 Once again, there was a fork in the road.  In Canaan, the land promised by God, Israel 

lived in conflict, with each other, with their neighbors and with God.  Finally came the period of 

the monarchy, chosen by the people against the will of God.  But God gave them their desire.  

But the kings that came after David and Solomon were largely weak and in some cases truly evil.   

Bishop Wright again: “…the kingdom was divided, the prophets went unheeded…” and the 

people were defeated by a stronger, worldly power, Babylon.  Again, long years of exile from the 

land was the result of the Israel’s disobedience and willfulness.   Eventually, God allowed them 

to return to the land to rebuild the Temple and to rebuild a relationship with God.  

 And then history repeated itself. The people strayed from the covenant, did not listen to 

wisdom and were eventually conquered by Rome.  And so, we arrive at the point in salvation 

history when God sends his only Son,  Jesus, to be born into the human family.  Jesus came to 

teach and heal to offer one path in what was yet again a fork in the road, a choice of direction.  

The crucifixion, resurrection and ascension brings us to the place in the story where promise and 

covenant take on new meaning and new direction, still part of the same overarching story.   On 

that Pentecost centuries ago, the disciples in the upper room had been promised an Advocate, but 

they had not yet received what had been promised.  They were expecting the festival of 

Pentecost to be much like all those which had gone before in their lifetimes.  Only half aware of 

what had happened and what it would mean for them in the future, they were unaware of the 

major turn in plot of God’s story which awaited them. 

 Pentecost which we celebrate today, was first of all, a Jewish festival observed each year 

in the spring.  It marked the giving of the Covenant to Moses so many centuries ago.  For the 

faithful it was an annual reminder of how God had called them to live and how they were not 

able to do so.  Pentecost was also a festival of thanksgiving, a recognition that God had created 

all that was and that a portion was to be given back.   

 On this particular Pentecost, in a year between 30 and 33 CE something different 

happened to a small group of followers of Jesus.   

In the manner of a good story, the plot thickens, something unlooked for comes onto the horizon.  

Instead of prayers and offerings in the Temple, on that holy day, a small group were gathered in 

an upper room.  It was most probably the same upper room where they had eaten a last meal with 

Jesus, where he had appeared to them, and to Thomas after the Resurrection.  It was the same 



upper room where they had been told to wait for the promised power, the pledged Advocate who 

was to be with them always.   

 On that Pentecost, in the upper room in Jerusalem, the festival of Pentecost changed 

dramatically.  It still called to mind a covenant and a promise.   The promise of land and the 

covenant of Moses had always been a part of this celebration.  But now, “…suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting.  Divided tongues as of fire appeared among them and a tongue rested on each 

of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as 

the Spirit gave them ability.”  This was not merely another fork in the road, another chance to 

make sense of the world, this was a new direction, a new moment within the original story.   

 Jesus had said that the disciples were to wait for the Spirit and then they would be sent 

out to the witnesses to what had happened, witnesses to Jerusalem, to Samaria and to the ends of 

the earth.  They had waited in expectation and their waiting had been rewarded.  They had been 

promised the Spirit and with tongues of fire and a mighty wind, with unknown tongues, they had 

received the Spirit.   

 There was also the covenant, the original covenant of Sinai was to continue, but those 

who followed Jesus received another covenant as well.  This covenant has come down to us 

today as the Baptismal Covenant which we recommit to with each new person who is baptized.  

The Holy Spirit and the Baptismal Covenant offered to those few in the upper room in Jerusalem 

a lifechanging event in the plot of their story.  No longer were they anxious about the future, 

frightened of the authorities or feeling lost.  They had chosen the path they would follow.  They 

had become believers.  In becoming believers and in sharing their witness through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, they bequeathed to us their heritage.  What we celebrate and give thanks for on 

this Pentecost is that promise fulfilled and covenant committed.   

 In a little while we will have an opportunity to state again what we believe in the words 

of the Baptismal Covenant.  “Do you believe?’ is the question asked, as people respond “I 

believe.”   

 Like the Covenant given Moses, this statement of what we believe is also a statement of 

how we will live with God.   How we will live with God is transformed into what we do, how we 

act.  In an unending spiral we acknowledge what we believe which leads us to act in accordance 

with what we believe.  Our actions then lead us full circle back to what we believe, at a deeper 

and more heartfelt level.  In turn, this new spiritual level of belief leads us to act more deeply in 

conformity to what we believe, which again comes full circle to deeper belief.  I believe and I act 

in accord with what I believe became the way of life for those disciples as they set out to witness 

in Jerusalem, Samaria and the ends of the earth.  It becomes the way of life for us too, who have 

been touched by tongues of fire and a mighty wind of the Holy Spirit, as we were all touched at 

our own baptism.    

 

 
The Baptismal Covenant  
 

Presider: Do you believe in God the Father? 

 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 



Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

     and born of the Virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven,  

                          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Presider: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

     the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints,  

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  

  

Presider:    Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 

     fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

     prayers? 

People:            I will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider:    Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever  

     you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People:            I will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in   Christ? 

People:             I will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider:    Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

       your neighbor as yourself? 

People:      I will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider:    Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

     people, and respect the dignity of every human 

     being? 

People:     I will, with God’s help. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People  
 

On this Pentecost Sunday, let us raise our prayer to God for the Spirit sent to us in fire and wind 

that we may know the power of our God. 

Loving Lord we pray for the people of faith throughout the world; 



We pray for strength and courage, and for the assurance of your Holy Spirit beside us as we walk 

these times of anxiety and stress. 

 

Holy Lord, we pray for our nations and for all in authority that they may be guided by wisdom 

and forbearance as they work diligently to keep us safe and secure.  Give us the wisdom to sort 

out that which is true and of you and that which is false. 

 

Blessed Lord, the world is in your hands and care.  Care for it well.  We pray for all the people of 

the world who are in places of suffering and despair, who are in pain and fear.   

 

Benevolent Lord, hear the concerns of our hearts and souls, for those we love, for those we pray 

with, for those whose needs are known to you alone.  We pray for those who have asked our 

prayers, for those who are on the front lines of the CORVID-19 struggle that they may be safe.  

  

Sacred Lord, we pray for the concerns of this local community where we live and move and have 

our being.  We thank you for the beauty of this place and the balm that it is to our soul in this 

time. 

 

Tender Lord, we pray for any who are suffering or in any kind of trouble, that they may be 

relieved of their distress and know the care that we have for them. 

 

Compassionate Lord, we pray for all who have died especially Jill Johnson, and for all who have 

died world wide from the corona virus and it’s related conditions. 

 

Gracious Lord, we give you thanks for all the goodness that we have experienced, for all those 

who at risk to themselves work to provide for our needs, for those who are generous with time 

and money, for those who pray and who care for others.   

 

Lord of Life we pray for all those having birthdays in the next two weeks, those celebrating 

wedding anniversaries and the anniversaries of their baptism. 

Craig, Lynda, Meade, Yvonne, Dylan, Paul, Dorothy, Trevor Sherren, Kathleen, Barbara, Joan, 

Rebecca, John, Beverly, Bob.  Amy and Chris Breuninger, Arnelle and Dick Hall, Susan and 

Kevin Sandri, Kathryn and Gary Rickert, Elbert & Linda Y. Lim-Du, Marshall Corson, Gloria 

Kohler and Larry Laissue. 

My sisters and brothers, is there anything else for which we should pray?  
 

Pause 
 

 Good and gracious God, send forth your Spirit into our hearts. Wipe away the anxiety we 

feel and replace it with the lifegiving love we have for you.  Amen. 

 

 

The Peace   
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you.  

 

 



The Lord's  Prayer 
 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

God the Creator bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit give you 

strength.  May God the holy and undivided Trinity guard your body, save your 

soul, and bring you safely to that heavenly country; where Love lives and reigns 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: H514                              To Thee, O Comforter Divine               St. Bartholmew’s 

      
 



Dismissal 
 

Officiant: Alleluia Alleluia.  Let us bless the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

Postlude:       La Montmartroise                     Jean  Peyronnin 

 

 
 

Prayer List for St. Augustine's: 
 

Eric Reid, Nancy Pendergast, Ianna King, Lorainne Bayes, Blythe Hewitt, Alex Roe, Andrea 

Roe, Beth & Mark Gearhart, Barbara Self, Barbara Houston, Kathryn Rickert, Debbie 

Kirchhauser, Lori Morrison, Fr Valery, Greg Murphy, Brian Van Wetter, Julie Bird, Joy & Craig 

Johnson, Sylvia Brooksbank, David Roe, Paul Louden, Lydia Coats, Colleen Corbett, Dewey 

Martin, Deacon Dennis & Linda McManis, Cary Dial, Kris Jaeger, Lisa Rohlfing, Debby Denno, 

Katie Reid, Diana Lindsey, Levi Doss, Amanda King,  Jim Christiansen, Carole Halsan,  Debbie 

Wright, Peter Martin, Nathan Arnold, Pete & Nettie  Snyder, Katrina, Nadia, & Derek, Rachel, 

Marianne Tuttle & family, Chris  Lubinski, Lynda Anderson, Ed Klein, Roger Howarth, Tom 

Bauling, Sydney McCready, Maya Quintero, Lauren Corson, Mary Louise Hager, Vina 

Kazsmarcek, Ray Kazsmarcek, LaurieJean, Nancy Cox, Babs & Gary Stone, Margaret Schultz, 

Peggy Mitchell, Nancy Paris, Tim Smith, and Jim Ramler, Glen Correl, Max Corell, Maureen 

Masterson, Audrey Taie & family, all of the people at Maple Ridge, and Elliot Kearns & family, 

Austin Skubi, Lynn Willeford, Gavin Campbell, Ana Kinkaid, Suzy Palmer, and Sandy Grimm. 
 

   

Prayers for people who work on the front lines: 
All those who are in the food supply chain, the farm workers, processors, delivery folks and the 

people in our local grocery store 

Maureen Masterson – Compass Health 

Tommy Hanson, US Naval Hospital 

Keith - Paramedic 

Dawn Meyer, Psychologist, Seattle 

Mark Taylor, Healthcare worker 

Alysia Doss (my daughter-in-law) ICU Nurse 

Paulette Bishoff, Nurse 

Christopher Doss, Home Health worker 

Diana DiBiase, VA Hospital, Seattle 

Liviya Thoreson Whyte, Hospitalist Providence 

Lisa Dillon Lantz, Nurse 

Amber Halligan, ICU Nurse 

Sean Plattner - firefighter EMT 

Matt Idso, Scientist - Institute for Systems Biology 

Cricket Farr, Full Life Care, Seattle 

Amy Breuninger, Healthgiver  



Kenny Downs - Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 

Denny Huff, Firefighter 

April Wooderson - ER Nurse 

Brook Wooderson - Police Dept. 

Heather Wooderson - Police Dept. 

Candra Ramezani - Firefighter 

Lynsey Barker - intubation nurse at Harborview, Seattle 

Austin Skubi - Social Worker - Providence, Everett 

The staff of Providence, Everett 

Karen Eaton - Social Worker UW Hospital 

Melissa Anthony EMT - Vancouver, WA fire department 

Peggy Sinclair E.R. nurse Port Townsend WA 

Staff at Careage, Coupeville, WA 

Marshall Corson, Cardiologist UW Hospital  

Kelly Jo Sandri, MD ER physician 

Lesa Bjork, RN 

Michela Mattens, Nurse 

Debra Shreckenghost, ICU Nurse 

Larry Laissue - President Kyocera N.W. IT and document support for essential services 

Andy Laissue - Assistant Manager Safeway, Chico CA 


