
  SUNDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY, for Proper 18A, Sept., 6th 2020  
 

Exodus 12:1-14 and Psalm 149   OR  Ezekiel 33:7-11 and Psalm 119:33-40  
  Romans 13:8-14  and    Matthew 18:15-20 

                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(These are live links, click and you have the reading, To find another translation, look for  Bible 
Gateway, and pick one of many. You have choices here: Canon Joan will be preaching on the 
second set, Ezekiel 33 and Ps 119:33-40 and then Romans and Matthew. But, read the ones 
that feed your soul.) 
 
One of the ways our Christian faith helps us through difficult days is to invite us to a regular 
pondering of the Scriptures that will be used for worship on the coming Sunday. This study isn’t 
something that requires a lot of heavy duty research, unless that is what you really want to do!. 
This is more of a spiritual feeding program. It’s meant to loosen and shed light on the stuckness 
that can come from weeks and months of mostly staying home. It’s offered to you to feed your 
soul throughout the week, from one Sunday to the next. 
 
 If it helps you to write out your answers, do so. If not, just “chew slowly” on the questions over 
the days of the week. If you want to join the group on Thursdays at 3:00-4:00, let Kathryn know. 
Or, get together (on-line or outside) with a friend and hear what each other has to say. Use it as 
it fits your life, now.  
 
The main questions behind this study = How are you doing? What do you need? What do you 
find here that helps? What do you wonder? What is your prayer? And, to what is God calling 
you, now? And any other question that is haunting you. 
 
Each week I’ll post a link to the lessons for the following Sunday as found in the Revised 
Common Lectionary. You will get more out of this if you read a 2nd translation; these links lead 
you to the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version.) You can find many more at Bible Gateway  
 
These powerful ancient words can do a lot to help us see our situation and each other with new 
eyes, wisdom, compassion, even wonder and hope!.They will also help us to lament-- to cry out 
our frustration, sadness, fear, anger and longing.  
 
You might enjoy creating a Scripture Collage from the readings. As part of the group that meets 
on Thursday, I put together a collection of small phrases from the four lessons, a “collect” that 
responds to this question -- What do we need now? Those will be posted later on in that week. 
 
These questions below are usually helpful, but depending on the week and the lessons, there 
will be other questions that pertain more specially to what is going on then. 
 
REFLECTION Questions: 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158#hebrew_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158#psalm_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158#gospel_reading
https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/


1.  What one sentence in these readings describes what you seek this week? 
 

2.  What are you learning about God, yourself or the world in these texts? 
 

3. What do you find here to help you deal with what challenges you now? 
 
4.  What do you wonder about these lessons? 
 
5. After answering the questions above, what is your prayer? 
 
6.  To what do you hear God calling you this week? 
 
[ Below are the 2nd set of translations that will use this week.] 
 
Ezek. 33:7-11  Common English Bible   
 
7 You, human one, I’ve made you a lookout for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear 
me speaking, you must give them warning from me. 8 If I pronounce a death sentence 
on wicked people, and you don’t warn them to turn from their way, they will die in their 
guilt, but I will hold you responsible for their blood.  9 But suppose you do warn the 
wicked of their ways so that they might turn from them. If they don’t turn from their 
ways, they will die in their guilt, but you will save your life.  
10 You, human one, say to the house of Israel: This is what all of you are saying:  
“How our transgressions and our sins weigh on us! We waste away because of them. 
How can we live?”  
11 Say to them, This is what the Lord God says: As surely as I live, do I take pleasure in 
the death of the wicked? If the wicked turn from their ways, they will live.  
Turn, completely turn from your wicked ways! Why should you die, house of Israel? 
 
Psalm 119:33-40   The Message
God, teach me lessons for living 
so I can stay the course. 
Give me insight so I can do what you tell me— 
my whole life one long, obedient response. 
Guide me down the road of your commandments; 
I love traveling this freeway! 
Give me a bent for your words of wisdom 
and not for piling up loot. 
Divert my eyes from toys and trinkets, 
invigorate me on the pilgrim way. 
Affirm your promises to me— 
promises made to all who fear you 
Deflect the harsh words of my critics— 
but what you say is always so good. 
See how hungry I am for your counsel; 
preserve my life through your righteous ways! 
 
Roman’s 13:8-14 



8-10 Keep out of debt altogether, except the perpetual debt of love which we owe to one 
another. The man who loves his neighbour has obeyed the whole Law in regard to his 
neighbour. For the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, 
You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, You shall not covet’ and all other 
commandments are summed up in this one saying: ‘You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself’. Love hurts nobody: therefore love is the answer to the Law’s commands. 

  

11-14 Why all this stress on behaviour? Because, as I think you have realised, the present 
time is of the highest importance—it is time to wake up to reality. Every day brings God’s 
salvation nearer. The night is nearly over, the day has almost dawned. Let us therefore 
fling away the things that men do in the dark, let us arm ourselves for the fight of the day! 
Let us live cleanly, as in the daylight, not in the “delights” of getting drunk or playing with 
sex, nor yet in quarrelling or jealousies. Let us be Christ’s men from head to foot, and give 
no chances to the flesh to have its fling. 

 
 
Mateo 18:15-20 
 
15 Y si tu hermano peca, ve y repréndelo a solas; si te escucha, has ganado a tu hermano. 
16 Pero si no te escucha, lleva contigo a uno o a dos más, para que toda palabra sea 
confirmada por boca de dos o tres testigos. 17 Y si rehúsa escucharlos, dilo a la iglesia; y 
si también rehúsa escuchar a la iglesia, sea para ti como el gentil y el recaudador de 
impuestos. 18 En verdad os digo: todo lo que atéis en la tierra, será atado en el cielo; y 
todo lo que desatéis en la tierra, será desatado en el cielo. 19 Además os digo, que si dos 
de vosotros se ponen de acuerdo sobre cualquier cosa que pidan aquí en la tierra, les 
será hecho por mi Padre que está en los cielos. 20 Porque donde están dos o tres 
reunidos en mi nombre, allí estoy yo en medio de ellos. 
 


