
 Praying Forward for 9.20.20  
The words to a hymn for pondering what a life worthy of the Gospel looks like, 
and a prayer connecting the Jonah Story with the parable of Last and First 
 
Singing songs of expectation,  
onward goes the pilgrim band, 
through the night of doubt and sorrow, 
marching to the promised land. 
Clear before us through the darkness  
gleams and burns the guiding light: 
trusting God we march together  
stepping fearless through the night. 
  
One the light of God’s own presence, 
o’er God’s ransomed people shed, 
Chasing far the gloom and terror, 
Brightening all the path we tread; 
One the object of our journey, 
One the faith which never tiers, 
One the earnest looking forward, 
One the hope our God inspires. 
  
One the strain the lips of thousands 
Lift as from the heart of one; 
One the conflict, one the peril, 
One the march in God begun; 
One the gladness of rejoicing 
On the far eternal shore, 
where the one almighty Father  
reigns in love for evermore. Hymn #527  
  
Jonah, anger, 1st and last  
Seeking to live lives worthy of the Gospel of Christ, 
In what feels like night and doubt, 
first and last, last and first. 
May we remain firm in the Spirit of Jonah’s God 
Side by side, 
Not intimidated by our opponents 
Holding on for dear life 



To our memories of Jonah and the Castor Oil Bean Tree, 
Weighing his anger and our own, 
the first and the last 
for graciousness,  
speed, 
And kind compassion. Amen. 
 
--  
Kathryn A. Rickert, Ph. D.  
206.779.1053           kathrynrickert@gmail.com 
  
"The prophetic tasks of the church are to tell the truth in a society that lives in illusion, 
to grieve in a society that practices denial, and  to express hope in a society that lives 
in despair."  Walter Brueggemann 
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