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Easter 3B  Acts 3:12-19  •  Psalm 4  • 1 John 3:1-7  • Luke 24:36b-48  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

It is spring on Whidbey Island, and that may not seem like the time to be reading 

books, and pondering heavy questions with all of this Light around us. I encourage 

you to read just enough of the lessons so that they might soak into your soul as you 

savor the beauty around you. That Light and this beauty are very much connected, 

the Peace the Jesus holds out to us is not only for rainy days. As we emerge from our 

Covid years, what do need? and what are we offered here for these days, now? 

Reflection Questions: 

1. What are the most striking phrases (2-3) for you within these reading?  

2. How does one of those phrases shed a kind of new light on your life this 

week? 

3. What do you have in common with those who first followed Jesus? 

4. [Amazed, rejected, afraid, disbelieving, joyful, wondering.] 

5. What do you wonder about in these lessons? 

6. What images, ideas, part of the story gives you hope? courage? faith? 

7. To what is God calling to you do? 

8. What is your prayer for this week? 

 

• Acts 3:12-19   

12 Seeing this, Peter addressed the people: “You Israelites, why are you amazed at this? Why are 

you staring at us as if we made him walk by our own power or piety? 13 The God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob—the God of our ancestors—has glorified his servant Jesus. This is the one you 

handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence, even though he had already decided to release 

him. 14 You rejected the holy and righteous one, and asked that a murderer be released to you 

instead. 15 You killed the author of life, the very one whom God raised from the dead. We are 

witnesses of this. 16 His name itself has made this man strong. That is, because of faith in Jesus’ 

name, God has strengthened this man whom you see and know. The faith that comes through 

Jesus gave him complete health right before your eyes. 17 “Brothers and sisters, I know you 

acted in ignorance. So did your rulers. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he foretold through all 

the prophets: that his Christ would suffer. 19 Change your hearts and lives! Turn back to God so 

that your sins may be wiped away. 

•  Psalm 4  

For the music leader. With stringed instruments. A 

psalm of David. 

4 Answer me when I cry out, my righteous 

God!     Set me free from my troubles! 

        Have mercy on me! 

        Listen to my prayer!  

2 How long, you people, 

    will my reputation be insulted? 

How long will you continue 

    to love what is worthless 

    and go after lies? Selah 

3 Know this: the Lord takes 

    personal care of the faithful. 

The Lord will hear me 
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    when I cry out to him. 

4 So be afraid, and don’t sin! 

    Think hard about it in your bed 

    and weep over it! Selah 

5 Bring righteous offerings, 

    and trust the Lord! 

6 Many people say, 

    “We can’t find goodness anywhere. 

    The light of your face has left us, Lord!” 

7 But you have filled my heart with more joy 

    than when their wheat and wine are 

everywhere! 

8 I will lie down and fall asleep in peace 

    because you alone, Lord, let me live in 

safety 

 

• 1 John 3:1-7    What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at it—we’re 

called children of God! That’s who we really are. But that’s also why the world doesn’t 

recognize us or take us seriously, because it has no idea who he is or what he’s up to.2-3 

But friends, that’s exactly who we are: children of God. And that’s only the beginning. 

Who knows how we’ll end up! What we know is that when Christ is openly revealed, 

we’ll see him—and in seeing him, become like him. All of us who look forward to his 

Coming stay ready, with the glistening purity of Jesus’ life as a model for our own.4-6 All 

who indulge in a sinful life are dangerously lawless, for sin is a major disruption of God’s 

order. Surely you know that Christ showed up in order to get rid of sin. There is no sin in 

him, and sin is not part of his program. No one who lives deeply in Christ makes a 

practice of sin. None of those who do practice sin have taken a good look at Christ. 

They’ve got him all backward.7-8 So, my dear children, don’t let anyone divert you 

from the truth. It’s the person who acts right who is right, just as we see it lived out in our 

righteous Messiah. Those who make a practice of sin are straight from the Devil, the 

pioneer in the practice of sin. The Son of God entered the scene to abolish the Devil’s 

ways. 

• Luke 24:36b-48 

36 Mientras ellos relataban estas cosas, Jesús se puso en medio de ellos, y les dijo: Paz a 

vosotros. 37 Pero ellos, aterrorizados y asustados, pensaron que veían un espíritu. 38 Y Él 

les dijo: ¿Por qué estáis turbados, y por qué surgen dudas en vuestro corazón? 39 Mirad 

mis manos y mis pies, que soy yo mismo; palpadme y ved, porque un espíritu no tiene 

carne ni huesos como veis que yo tengo. 40 Y cuando dijo esto, les mostró las manos y 

los pies. 41 Como ellos todavía no lo creían a causa de la alegría y que estaban 

asombrados, les dijo: ¿Tenéis aquí algo de comer? 42 Entonces ellos le presentaron 

parte de un pescado asado. 43 Y Él lo tomó y comió delante de ellos. 

44 Y les dijo: Esto es lo que yo os decía cuando todavía estaba con vosotros: que era 

necesario que se cumpliera todo lo que sobre mí está escrito en la ley de Moisés, en los 

profetas y en los salmos. 45 Entonces les abrió la mente para que comprendieran las 

Escrituras, 46 y les dijo: Así está escrito, que el Cristo padeciera y resucitara de entre los 

muertos al tercer día; 47 y que en su nombre se predicara el arrepentimiento para el 

perdón de los pecados a todas las naciones, comenzando desde Jerusalén. 48 

Vosotros sois testigos de estas cosas. 
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