Sunday Scriptures, Easter 5 C
Acts 11:1-18 Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1-6 John 13:31-35
For Reflection:
Not entirely like it used to be, but different, more than it was before. Not exactly what we
had before, but something “new created,” or even more uncomfortable, the opposite of
what we thought it was supposed to be! The people who were “out” are now “in”. ???
Creation and the “people who are close to God” are the same in one thing, “Praise
God,” but otherwise completely different. What is going on? We thought our faith made
life hold still, protected us against unwelcome change! But, here now in this Gospel, we
hear Jesus calling for a change in the way he is present to us, and the ways we present to
each other. It seems a VERY tall commandment, to love like God loves.
❖ Which of these lessons best fits you this week?
❖ Where do you find this “Not entirely like it used to be, but different, more than it
was before” in your life?
❖ What do you cling to here?
❖ To what is God calling you this week?
❖ What is your prayer?
Acts 11:1-18 Common English Bible
The apostles and the brothers and sisters throughout Judea heard that even the Gentiles
had welcomed God’s word. 2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him. 3 They accused him, “You went into the home of the
uncircumcised and ate with them!”
4 Step-by-step, Peter explained what had happened. 5 “I was in the city of Joppa
praying when I had a visionary experience. In my vision, I saw something like a large linen
sheet being lowered from heaven by its four corners. It came all the way down to me. 6
As I stared at it, wondering what it was, I saw four-legged animals—including wild
beasts—as well as reptiles and wild birds. 7 I heard a voice say, ‘Get up, Peter! Kill and
eat!’ 8 I responded, ‘Absolutely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered
my mouth.’ 9 The voice from heaven spoke a second time, ‘Never consider unclean
what God has made pure.’ 10 This happened three times, then everything was pulled
back into heaven. 11 At that moment three men who had been sent to me from
Caesarea arrived at the house where we were staying. 12 The Spirit told me to go with
them even though they were Gentiles. These six brothers also went with me, and we
entered that man’s house. 13 He reported to us how he had seen an angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and summon Simon, who is known as Peter. 14 He will
tell you how you and your entire household can be saved.’ 15 When I began to speak,
the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as the Spirit fell on us in the beginning. 16 I remembered
the Lord’s words: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’
17 If God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, then
who am I? Could I stand in God’s way?” 18 Once the apostles and other believers heard
this, they calmed down. They praised God and concluded, “So then God has enabled
Gentiles to change their hearts and lives so that they might have new life.”
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Psalm 148 Common English Bible
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from heaven!
Praise God on the heights!
2 Praise God, all of you who are his
messengers! Praise God, all of you who
comprise his heavenly forces!
3 Sun and moon, praise God!
All of you bright stars, praise God!
4 You highest heaven, praise God! Do the
same, you waters that are above the sky!
5 Let all of these praise the Lord’s name
because God gave the command, and
they were created!
6 God set them in place always and
forever. God made a law that will not be
broken.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea
monsters and all you ocean depths!
8 Do the same, fire and hail, snow and
smoke, stormy wind that does what God
says!

9 Do the same, you mountains, every
single hill, fruit trees, & every single cedar!
10 Do the same, you animals—wild or
tame—you creatures that creep along
and you birds that fly!
11 Do the same, you kings of the earth
and every single person, you princes,
and every single ruler on earth!
12 Do the same, you young men—young
women too!— you who are old together
with you who are young!
13 Let all of these praise the Lord’s name
because only God’s name is high over
all. Only God’s majesty is over earth and
heaven.
14 God raised the strength of God’s
people, the praise of all the faithful
ones— that’s the Israelites, the people
who are close to God. Praise the Lord!

Revelation 21:1-6(7-8) The Message
I saw Heaven and earth new-created. Gone the first Heaven, gone the first earth, gone
the sea.
2 I saw Holy Jerusalem, new-created, descending resplendent out of Heaven, as ready
for God as a bride for her husband.
3-5 I heard a voice thunder from the Throne: “Look! Look! God has moved into the
neighborhood, making his home with men and women! They’re his people, he’s their
God. He’ll wipe every tear from their eyes. Death is gone for good—tears gone, crying
gone, pain gone—all the first order of things gone.” The Enthroned continued, “Look!
I’m making everything new. Write it all down—each word dependable and accurate.”
6-8 Then he said, “It’s happened. I’m A to Z. I’m the Beginning, I’m the Conclusion. From
Water-of-Life Well I give freely to the thirsty. Conquerors* (?) inherit all this. I’ll be God to
them, they’ll be sons and daughters to me. But for the rest—the feckless and faithless,
degenerates and murderers, sex peddlers and sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars—for
them it’s Lake Fire and Brimstone. Second death!”
* Conquerors don’t inherit, children & heirs inherit.
John 13:31-35 La Biblia de las Américas
31 Entonces, cuando salió, Jesús dijo*: Ahora es glorificado el Hijo del Hombre, y Dios es
glorificado en Él. 32 Si Dios es glorificado en Él, Dios también le glorificará en sí mismo, y
le glorificará enseguida. 33 Hijitos, estaré con vosotros un poco más de tiempo. Me
buscaréis, y como dije a los judíos, ahora también os digo a vosotros: adonde yo voy,
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vosotros no podéis ir. 34 Un mandamiento nuevo os doy: que os améis los unos a los
otros; que como yo os he amado, así también os améis los unos a los otros. 35 En esto
conocerán todos que sois mis discípulos, si os tenéis amor los unos a los otros.
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