
 

Seeing and Believing: Encountering Jesus in the Movies 

Lenten Series at St. Augustine’s 

 5 Tuesdays in Lent, from Noon until 2 p.m. 
 

How do we picture Jesus? What makes a representation "believable"? Can a movie fulfill the expectations we bring to a 
Jesus story? What happens when sacred text is translated into popular image? Does cinema bring something new to our 
understanding of Jesus?  

 

With a lively mix of biblical criticism, Christology, art history, film studies and movie lore, the Rev. Jim Friedrich will show a 
wide variety of clips from 19 Jesus movies made between 1912 and 2014. The perennial questions—Who is Jesus? and Who 
is Jesus for us?—will be explored in fresh and illuminating ways during this 5-week series.  
 
What to bring: A brown bag lunch and yourself. Join in the conversation for one week, all five, or somewhere in between. 
Beverages and cookies will be available.  

 

February 28: The Celluloid Savior: A Chronological Survey 

Scenes from a century of Jesus movies will sample 19 different ‘translations’ of the gospel stories into the 
cinematic medium. The wide range of treatments and styles will prompt reflection on our own images and 
interpretations of “the greatest story ever told.”  

 

March 7: ‘Neither mixed nor confused’: The Challenges of Christology 

In the earthly life of Jesus, what is human and what is divine? What do human and divine look like in a 
single life, and how do you show any of that on film? What do we expect from a movie Jesus? Can any 
actor plausibly play this role? 

 

March 14: ‘He has done all things well’: The Life and Ministry of Jesus 

How do filmmakers present the teachings of Jesus as life-changing experiences? How do the varied 
treatments of Mary Magdalene speak to our own engagement with call and transformation? How are the 
miracles handled in the light of modern skepticism? 

 

March 21: ‘Trampling down death by death’: The Passion and Resurrection 

The Paschal Mystery of dying and rising is at the core of Christian faith. How do the film versions compare 
with the gospel accounts? What is the influence of art and liturgy upon cinematic Passions? How do our 
own religious traditions and experiences shape our personal responses to these scenes? And how can the 
utter transcendence of the Resurrection be grasped by the visually realistic medium of cinema?   

 

March 28: ‘Christ plays in ten thousand places’: Screening of Son of Man (2006) 
The series concludes with a single film in its entirety. Produced in South Africa, it sets the Jesus story within 
a fictional 21st century African country. A compelling black Jesus, creative visual design, and powerful 
singing make this unique version a standout. This deeply moving film will be a memorable overture to our 
Holy Week liturgies and devotions.   

 

The Rev. Jim Friedrich, a member of St. Augustine’s during his 7 years on Whidbey Island, has had a lifelong engagement with 
religion and film. He was baptized as an infant in front of a movie screen, worked as a child extra in biblical films, produced and 
directed religious films for many years, and taught “Jesus and the Movies” at Berkeley’s Graduate Theological Union along 
with numerous parishes and retreat centers. He lives on Bainbridge Island with his wife, the Rev. Karen Haig, rector of St. 
Barnabas. He blogs about “things that matter” at The Religious Imagineer (jimfriedrich.com). 
 


